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United States Patent Office 3,204,545 
Patented Sept. 7, 1965 

3,204,545 
PHOTOGRAPHIC WORK TABLE 

Harold R. Benson, Lombard, Ill., assignor to The Nuare 
Company, Chicago, Ill., a corporation of Illinois 

Filed Apr. 7, 1963, Ser. No. 273,585 
6 Clains. (CI. 95-00) 

The present invention relates to a photographic work 
table, and, more specifically, to a rub-up table for clean 
ing, wiping, and otherwise processing photographic plates 
and the like. 

In the commercial development of large photographic 
plates and the like, material appears on the plates as they 
are being developed which must be wiped off the plates. 
Moreover, the plates as they are being developed are, of 
course, covered with moisture. It is necessary to process 
the plates on a clean work Surface in order to obtain opti 
mum quality of finished plates. 
Accordingly, one object of the present invention is to 

provide a new and improved work table for processing 
photographic plates and the like. 
A further object of the present invention is to provide 

a new and improved work table for processing photo 
graphic plates and the like and which continuously pro 
vides for a clean work surface for the plates. 

Yet a further object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved work table for processing photo 
graphic plates and the like and provided with improved 
means for directing drying air substantially evenly over 
the work surface of the table. 

Further objects and advantages of the present invention 
will become apparent as the following description pro 
ceeds and the features of novelty which characterize the 
invention will be pointed out with particularly in the 
claims annexed to and forming a part of this specification. 

in accordance with these and many other objects 
of the present invention, there is provided a new and 
improved work table which has a large work surface, and 
mounted to the rear of the work surface is a roll of 
Wrapping paper for normally covering the work surface. 
The loose end of the wrapping paper is clamped to the 
front edge of the table. When the paper covering the 
work surface becomes dirty, the user will merely pull on 
the sheet to get a clean portion of the wrapping paper to 
cover the Work Surface, and the soiled paper will be torn 
off. Moreover, a fan and heating unit are incorporated 
in the table in a manner to blow air over the surface of 
the entire table. 
More specifically, in a particular embodiment of the 

present invention, the work table for processing photo 
graphic plates and the like provides a table work top 
Secured to a base cabinet. A control panel is supported 
by the base above the top adjacent the backside thereof. 
The control panel includes an air manifold in its front 
end provided with air openings which are directed down 
wardly and forwardly across the top of the table. More 
over, a blower fan communicates with the manifold for 
forcing air into the manifold and through the openings in 
the manifold, substantially forwardly and downwardly, 
and evenly across the work table. Heating means may 
be incorporated in the air supply so that the operator may 
selectively choose hot or cold air as air is required for 
the particular plate processing operation. 

Additionally, the control panel is provided with a paper 
slot, and a roll of paper is mounted in the control panel 
for dispensing paper through the slot and across the table 
top. The paper is secured to the forward end of the 
table top by one or more clamps or similar devices. 

For a better understanding of the present invention, 
reference may be had to the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: 
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FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a work table according 

to the present invention; 
FIG. 2 is a plan view of the work table of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of the work table 

of FIG. 1; 
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional side elevational view of the 

work table of FIG. 1, taken along line 4-4 of FIG. 3; 
FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional elevational view of the con 

trol panel shown on the table of FIG. 1, taken along line 
5-5 of FIG. 3, and drawn to an enlarged scale; 
FIG. 6 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating 

a detail of the control panel of FIG. 5 and taken along 
line 6-6 of FIG. 5; 

FIG. 7 is a cross-sectional elevational view of a detail 
of the work table of FIG. 1, taken along line 7-7 of 
FIG. 2; 
FIG. 8 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view illustrating 

a detail of the work table of FIG. 1, taken along line 
8-8 of FIG. 4; and 
FIG. 9 is a schematic wiring diagram of the work table 

of FIG. 1. 
Referring now to the drawings, there is illustrated an 

improved work or rub-up table 10 according to the pres 
ent invention. The work table 10 includes a work sur 
face or table top 11 mounted on a metal cabinet type 
base 12. Additionally, the work table 10 is provided with 
a control panel 13. The base 12 is in the form of a stor 
age cabinet including a back side 6, a pair of end sides 
17, and a substantially open front side 18. The base 12 
additionally includes a plurality of shelves 19 to provide 
for storage. The work surface 11 is secured to the base 
flush With the back side 16 thereof and overhanging the 
front side 18 and the end sides 17. Moreover, as shown 
in the illustrated embodiment, the work surface 11 is 
formed of wood 20 covered with a heat- and mar-resist 
ant covering 2 such as the laminated plastic melamine 
and phenolic impregnated material commonly available 
under the trade name of Formica. 
To secure the control panel 13 to the back side 16 

of the base 12, there is provided a plurality of angle 
brackets 24 having one leg 24a, FIG. 4, secured to the 
back side 16, and having a second leg 24b carrying the 
control panel 13 for support clear of the work surface 1. 
The legs 24a and 24b are rigidly interconnected by a web 
24c perpendicular to both of the legs 24a and 24b. 
The control panel 13 is formed by a front wall 25 in 

cluding an upper vertical portion 25a and a lower inclined 
portion 25b extending from the lower edge of the verti 
cal portion 25a and inclined downwardly to the rear to 
provide a front edge overhanging the rear portion of 
the work surface it. The control panel additionally 
includes a top wall 26 having an intermediate raised cor 
rugated portion 26a forming a rack for pencils and the 
like, and a pair of recessed well portions 26b spaced out 
Wardly of the center portion 26a and forming a chemical 
and tool storage rack for bottles 27 and the like. The 
ends of the control panel 3 are closed by end walls 28; 
however, the rear of the control panel 3 may be open 
if desired. 
To provide for unrolling a clean sheet of wrapping 

paper onto the work Surface 11, the front inclined por 
tion 25b terminates in a lower edge 25c spaced from the 
work surface 1 to provide a paper slot 30. A sheet 31 
of wrapping paper or other suitable covering material 
protects and provides a clean work area over the work 
surface is and may be unrolled from a supply roll 32 
of wrapping paper or the like supported between opposed 
guide channels 28a in the end walls 28. It will be under 
stood that the roll 32 of wrapping paper may conveniently 
be loaded through the open back end of the control panel 
13 and the paper may conveniently be pulled through the 
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paper slot 39 to cover the work surface 11. The free 
edge of the sheet 31 of paper may be clamped or other 
wise secured to the forward overhanging edge of the work 
surface it by a pair of suitable clamps 33. 

In order selectively to provide for a flow of air sub 
stantially evenly over the work surface 11, the inclined 
portion 25b of the front wall 25 is provided with a plu 
rality of staggered rows of elongated slots or vents 35, 
FEGS. 1 and 3, and a vertically positioned longitudinal 
partition 36 is provided within said control panel 13 
spaced from the vertical portion 25a of the front wall 25 
and defining an air manifold 37 in the control panel 13. 
The upper part of the front inclined portion 25b forms 
one side of the air manifold so that air in the manifold 
37 is directed through the slots 35 downwardly and for 
wardly substantially evenly across the work surface i. 
As best illustrated in FIG. 5, a fan or impeller 38 is pro 
vided within a fan chamber 39 located in the control 
panel below the elevated portion 26a. Suitable drive 
means such as an electric motor 40 is operatively con 
nected to drive the fan 38. The fan 38 communicates 
with the manifold 37 by a fan exhaust conduit 41 which 
extends into an opening 42 in the partition 36. 

For selectively heating the air from the fan 38, a heater 
including a plurality of heating elements, here shown as 
electric resistance elements 45, may be provided at any 
suitable location to heat the air discharged from the mani 
fold 37. As illustrated in FIG. 5, the heating elements 
45 are conveniently located in the exhaust conduit 41 
from the fan 38. 

FIG. 9 schematically illustrates the electric circuit pro 
vided for blowing air over the work surface so that the 
air selectively may be either ambient or warm. More 
specifically, the electric motor 40 and an indicator light 
48 are connected in parallel with each other, and serially 
to one terminal 50a of a double-pole, double-throw se 
lector switch 50 across a pair of terminals 5 and 52. 
adapted for connection to a suitable source of electrical 
energy. Another terminal 50b on the same side of the 
switch 50 is not used. Both switch blades of the switch 
50 are connected together by a jumper conductor 51. 
Closure of the switch 50 downwardly as viewed in FIG. 
9 is effective to energize the motor 48 to blow ambient 
air from the fan 38 and over the work surface of the 
work table 10. The indicator light 48 indicates that air 
is blowing over the work surface. 

For blowing heated air across the work surface if, 
the heater 45 and an additional indicator light 54 are 
connected in parallel with each other across one terminal 
50c on the other side of the switch 59. A jumper con 
ductor 55 connects the other terminal 50d on the second 
side of the switch 53 with the first terminal 56a so that 
the motor 40 and indicator light 48 are connected to both 
sides of the switch 50. Closure of the switch 50 up 
wardly as viewed in FIG. 9 is effective to connect the 
heater 45, motor 49, and both indicator lights 48 and 
54 across the terminals 51 and 52 for connection to an 
external power source. When the indicator light 48 is lit 
by itself, this indicates that ambient air is flowing over 
the work surface; when both the indicator lights 48 and 
54 are lit, this is an indication that heated air is flowing 
over the work surface. 

Advantageously, the improved work table as described 
above provides a convenient work surface facilitating 
faster, cleaner, easier plate-developing, finishing, asphal 
tum coating, and rub-up. It is an improved table for 
developing and finishing pre-sensitized and wipe-on plates. 
A powerful even flow of air covers the table to speed 
drying. If warm air is desired, it is simply necessary to 
switch on the built-in electric heater. The working area 
is protected by heavy wrapping type paper fed from a 
roll. When the paper becomes soiled, it is merely neces 
Sary to tear of the soiled portion and clamp a fresh, clean 
piece in place. 
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4. 
Although the present invention has been described by 

reference to only a single embodiment thereof, it will 
be apparent that numerous other modifications and em 
bodiments will be devised by those skilled in the art which 
will fall within the true spirit and scope of the present 
invention. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be secured by 

i letters Patent of the United States is: 
5. A work table for plate finishing and the like com 

prising a cabinet type base open at the front end and pro 
vided with shelf means for storage; a table work top 
Secured to said base flush with the back side thereof and 
overhanging said base at the front and end sides, said 
top being formed of wood and covered with laminated 
plastic sheets of melamine and phenolic impregnated 
material; a plurality of angle brackets secured to the back 
side of said base; a control panel supported by said 
brackets having a front wall formed by a front vertical 
portion aid a front inclined portion extending from the 
lower edge of said vertical portion and inclined down 
Wardly to the rear to provide a front edge overhanging 
the rear portion of said top, said inclined portion termi 
nating in an edge spaced from said top to provide a paper 
slot, the top of said control panel forming an implement 
rack; a vertically positioned longitudinal partition in said 
control panel spaced from said vertical portion and de 
fining an air manifold in said panel including an upper 
part of Said inclined portion, said upper part having a 
lurality of rows of elongated slots to direct air from 

said manifold downwardly and forwardly substantially 
evenly across said table top; fan means including motor 
means positioned in Said control panel connected to force 
air into Said manifold; heating means positioned to warm 
air blown from said fan means; selecting means for se 
lectively controlling said fan means and said heating 
means; means in said control panel for holding a roll 
of paper in position to be unrolled over said top through 
Said paper slot; and clamp means for clamping an edge 
of unrolled paper. 

2. A Work table for plate finishing and the like com 
prising a base; a table work top secured to said base flush 
With the back side thereof; a plurality of angle brackets 
Secured to said base; a control panel supported by said 
brackets having a front wall including a lower inclined 
portion and inclined downwardly to the rear to provide 
a front edge overhanging the rear portion of said top, 
the top of said control panel forming an implement rack; 
a partition in Said control panel defining an air manifold 
therein which includes an upper part of said inclined por 
tion, said upper part having a plurality of openings to 
direct air from said manifold downwardly and forwardly 
Substantially evenly across said table top; fan means in 
cluding motor means positioned in said control panel con 
nected to force air into said manifold; means in said con 
trol panel for holding a roll of paper in position to be 
unrolled over said top; and clamp means for clamping 
an edge of unrolled paper. 

3. A work table for plate finishing and the like com 
prising a base; a table work top secured to said base flush 
With the back side thereof; a plurality of angle brackets 
Secured to the back side of said base; a control panel Sup 
ported by said brackets having a front wall formed by 
a front vertical portion and a front inclined portion ex 
tending from the lower edge of said vertical portion and 
inclined downwardly to the rear to provide a front edge 
overhanging the rear portion of said top, the top of said 
control panel forming an implement rack; a vertically 
positioned longitudinal partition in said control panel 
Spaced from said vertical portion and defining an air 
manifold in said panel including an upper part of said 
inclined portion, said upper part having a plurality of 
openings to direct air from said manifold downwardly 
and forwardly substantially evenly across said table top; 
fan means including motor means connected to force air 
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into Said manifold; heating means positioned to warm air 
blown from said fan means; and selecting means for se 
lectively controlling said fan means and said heating 
aS 

4. A work table for plate finishing and the like com 
prising a cabinet type base open at the front and pro 
vided with shelf means for storage; a table work top 
secured to said base flush with the back side thereof and 
overhanging said base at the front and end sides; a plu 
rality of angle brackets secured to the back side of said 
base; a control panel supported by said brackets having 
a front wall formed by a front vertical portion and a front 
inclined portion extending from the lower edge of said 
vertical portion and inclined downwardly to the rear to 
provide a front edge overhanging the rear portion of said 
top, said inclined portion terminating in an edge spaced 
from said top to provide a paper slot, the top of said 
control panel forming an implement rack; a vertically 
positioned longitudinal partition in said control panel 
Spaced from said vertical portion and defining an air mani 
fold in said panel including an upper part of said inclined 
portion, said upper part having a plurality of rows of 
elongated slots to direct air from said manifold down 
wardly and forwardly substantially evenly across said 
table top; fan means including motor means positioned 
in said control panel connected to force air into said 
manifold; heating means positioned to warm air blown 
from said fan means; selecting means for selectively con 
trolling said fan means and said heating means; means 
in said control panel for holding a roll of paper in posi 
tion to be unrolled over said top through said paper slot; 
and clamp means for clamping an edge of unrolled paper. 

5. A work table for plate finishing and the like com 
prising a base; a table work top secured to said base flush 
with the back side thereof; a control panel supported from 
said base having a front wall including a lower inclined 
portion and inclined downwardly to the rear to provide 
a front edge overhanging the rear portion of said top, 
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6 
a partition in said control panel defining an air manifold 
therein which includes an upper part of said inclined por 
tion, said upper part having a plurality of openings to 
direct air from said manifold downwardly and forwardly 
Substantially evenly across said table top; fan means in 
cluding motor means positioned in said control panel 
connected to force air into said manifold; means in said 
control panel for holding a roll of paper in position to be 
unrolled over said top; and clamp means for clamping an 
edge of unrolled paper. 

6. A work table for plate finishing and the like com 
prising a base; a table work top secured to said base fiush 
With the back side thereof; a control panel supported from 
said base having a front wall formed by a front vertical 
portion and a front inclined portion extending from the 
lower edge of said vertical portion and inclined down 
Wardly to the rear to provide a front edge overhanging 
the rear portion of said top, the top of said control panel 
forming an implement rack; a vertically positioned longi 
tudinal partition in said control panel spaced from said 
vertical portion and defining an air manifold in said panel 
including an upper part of said inclined portion, said 
upper part having a plurality of openings to direct air 
from said manifold downwardly and forwardly substan 
tially evenly across said table top; fan means including 
motor means connected to force air into said manifold; 
heating means positioned to warm air blown from said 
fan means; and selecting means for selectively controlling 
said fan means and said heating means. 
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