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The present invention relates to improvements
in electric lamp holders and the like, and has
particular reference to inspection lamps for motor
cars and other purposes although it is applicable

5 to other uses such as, for example, electric read-
ing lamps. ' ,

An objecg of the present inventionis fo provide
an improved insulating and shock absorbing
socket member for resiliently gripping the base

10 of an electric lamp, rendering unnecessary the
usual lamp socket in which the terminals and the
insulation therefor are arranged within a metal
casing having means to engage the usual pins or
screwed end of the base of the lamp bulb, and to
provide such a socket member as can be readily
secured to a supporting surface and can be com-
bined with a reflector or guard cage to form an
effective lamp structure which is notably simple
to manufacture and to assemble or disassemble.

Other objects of the invention will be in part
obvious and in part pointed out in the following
description. :

In order that the invention may be the more
readily understood reference is made to the ac-
companying drawing in which:—

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of one form of socket
according to the invention assembled with an
electric lamp and a reflector therefor.

Figs. 2 and 3 are seciional elevation and plan
views respectively of the india-rubber socket, Fig.
2 showing the lamp ready for insertion therein.

Fig. 4 is a side view of the reflector.

Fig. 5 is a plan view of a separate clamping
ring. .

Fig. 6 is a sectional elevation of a variant de-

vice using a separate terminal and lamp carrier
" of insulating material, showing these parts and
the lamp separated.

Fig. 7 is a plan view of the separate insulator
40 shown in Fig. 6. )

Tig. 8 shows a similar insulator having a modi-
fied form of terminal. ;

Referring more particularly to Figs. 1t05,1

¢ 1s the india-rubber socket which is holed at 2, 2,
for the reception of the usual bayonet fastening
pins 3, of a standard electric bulb 3a, the engage-
ment of the pins and holes being made by spring-
ing the socket wall over the pins.

The base of the socket is provided with single
or double contacts to which the lead or leads is
or are connected.

Two terminal contacts 4, 4 are shown in the
form of cylindrie spiral springs let into longitu~
dinal holes 5, 5 into which the leads 6, 6 from a
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suitable source of current supply are entered by
way of the lateral passages T, 7.

Various other forms of contacts may be used,
e. g. pin or stud contacts. will serve.

The reflector structure 7a which may serve 60
additionally to protect the lamp, consists of a
split ring base, 8, 9 adapbed to be sprung round
the upper wall 10 of the socket.

In the example shown the split ring sections
8, 9 normally tend to spring apart, and they are 65
caused to close and grip round the elastic socket
wall 10 and contract it tightly onto the cap of
the electric bulb 3a, by a spring clamping ring 11.

In lieu of the reflector structure any . suit-
able frame or cage or like protecting device may 70
be used.

If desired the clamping ring may be inte-
gral with the reflector structure, cage or the
like, but it is preferred to employ. a separate
clamping ring since such an arrangement per- 76
mits the reflector structure to- be constructed
of a relatively pliable and easily worked metal.

The cage or reflector may be provided with
transparent or translucent plain or coloured
windows, or arranged to surround and protect 80
a transparent plain or coloured globe or like.
In Figs. 1 and 4 a coloured glass piece 13 is
shown embodied in the reflector structure to
enable the device to be used 25 an emergency
vehicle tail lamp.

The mouth 12 of the socket is preferably ex-
terally flanged or beaded to form a locking face
for the clamping ring and/or the ring sections
§, 9 when. forced or clipped on the socket or
strained tightly thereon.

For motor inspection lamps or other purposes
the socket may be formed integral with or at-~
tached to an india-rubber base which conven-
iently and advantageously may be shaped as in-
dicated by 14 to serve as a suction attaching 96
device. : . )

When the base and socket are formed inte-
gral, it will be convenient to form the unit by
moulding, the whole article when assembled
forming @ new article of manufacture which 100
will be buffered against those shocks or impacts
which would be likely to injure the lamp or
other part of an assemblage of more rigid com-
ponents. : : ’

In a modified form of the invention iltus- 105
trated in Figs. 6 and 7 the terminal contacts

20

‘15, 16 are carried by an insulator 17 adapted

to be pressed into the sccket and to be fric-
tionally held thereby. The insulator may e

‘arranged with upstanding limbs 18, 19 which 110
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are free to yield slightly when the base of the
electric lamp is inserted between them, suitable
holes 20, 21 being provided into which the usual

. bayonet pins on the lamp are sprung.
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In the insulator shown in Fig. 8 the terminals
are resiliently mounted by means of india-rub-
ber washers 22, - o

If desired rigid terminal contacts may be used

"if the socket is so arranged that when the lamp

or plug are pushed home and retained in posi-
tion the contacts are. elastically opposed by the
rubber base of the socket to preserve good elec-
tric connection, '

I claim:

1. Electric lamp holder comprising in commbi-
nation an elastic india-rubber member com-
prising a concave base for securing it by suc-
tion to a support and a lamp socket portion;
terminals in said portion; said socket portion
admitting the peripheral wall of the base of
the lamp bulb to be directly engaged by the
internal rubber wall of the socket portion whi'e
the lamp contacts engage their terminals so as
to be held by a frictional and elastic grip, and
clamping means for tightening said socket por-
tion round the bulb base.

2. Electric lamp holder comprising in com-
bination an elastic india-rubber member com-
prising a concave base for securing it by suc-

1,056,272

tion to a supporf and a socket portion to re-
ceive the base of the lamp bulb, said socket
portion having openings to receive pins on the
bulb base; terminals mounted in the socket por-
tion and insulated from each other by said
member; a detachable metal lamp adjunct com-
prising a split ring base; and a separate spring
clip embracing said split ring base and serv-
ing thereby to secure said adjunct to the socket
portion and to tighten said socket portion
around the base of the lamp bulb in direct elas-
tic engagement therewith.,

3. Electric lamp holder comprising:in com-
bination an elastic india-rubber member com-
prising a concave base for securing it by suc-
tion to a support and a.socket portion to re-
ceive the base 'of the lamp bulb; a staple-like
insulating piece adapted to be inserted in said
socket, said piece carrying -terminals and hav-
ing means engaged by the base of the lamp
bulb to prevent rotation of the bulb; a detach-
able lamp adjunct comprising a split ring base;
and a separate spring clip embracing said split
ring base and serving thereby to secure said
adjunct to the socket portion and to tighten
said socket and said insulating piece on to the

base of the lamp buib,

CLAUDE LOUIS CLEBURNE.
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