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DANCING TOY OR FIGURE.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letlers Patent No. 782,156, dated February 7, 1905,
Application filed June 6, 1904, - Serial No. 211,361,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CuarrLes E. MEeKkER, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Ann
Arbor, in the county'of Washtenaw and State
of Michigan, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Dancing Toys or Fig-
ures; and 1 dodeclare the following to bea full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use the same.

Thisinvention relates to figure toys,and par-
ticularly to toys of that kind in which motion
is imparted to the figure to simulate the action
ot dancing.

The object of the invention is to provide a
toy of this character which is comparatively
simple of constructionand inexpensive of man-
ufacture and which provides fora high degree
of grotesquenessin the body movements of the
dancing Hgure.

With these and other objects in view the

“invention consists of certain novel features of

construction, combination, and arrangement
of parts, as will be hereinaftter more fully de-
scribed, and particularly pointed out in the ap-
pended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a perspective view of adancing toy embodying
my invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical longitudi-
nal section thereof. TFig. 3 isa vertical cross-
section taken on line 3 3 of Fig. 2. TFig. 4 is
a bottom plan view, and Fig. 5 isa detail view
showing the neck connection of the figuve.

Referring to the drawings, 1 represents a
hollow or chambered base, comprising a top
wall2, side walls 3, and end walls4.  The base
shown in the present instance is of oblong
rectangular form and open at the bottom; but
it may be of any form and construction to suit
the purpose for which itis designed. Itmay
also be made of wood or metal or any other
suitable material.  Rising from the rear end
of the top wall 2 is a tigure-support, compris-
ing a standard 3, having a forwardly-project-
ing supporting-arm 6, from which the danc-
ing figure 7 is suspended. This standard is

preferably made of light wire in order that it
may vibrate to promote the action of the fig-
ure-operating mechanism to-secure a high de-
gree of grotesqueness in the body movements

of the figure. The figure 7 is made of sheet
metal or othersunitable material and comprises
a body 8, formed of a strip of metal bent or
doubled upon itself and secured at its free
edges, the upper portion of the same being
flattened to provide an elongated slot or open-
ing 9. Jointed to this body by pivot-pins or
like connections 10 ave limbs 11, the lower
limbs having thigh and knee joints and termi-
nating in feet 12. The head 13 of the figure
has a neck 14 in the formof a tin plate, which
projects down into the body 8 through the slot
9 and is itself formed with a slot 15 for the
passage of a pin 16, said pin and slot permit-
ting the neck to have free lateral orsidewise
movement on the body 8, as will be readily
understood.  The hody itself is suspended
from the forward end of the arm 6 in such
manner as to allow it to have a lateral pivotal
movenent and a slight movement ltongitudi-
nally of the supporting-arm 6, which is pref-
erably accomplished by forming said body
with openings 19 to receive the forward end
20 of the arm, which is curved or hook-shaped
to retain the body in place and yetallow it to
swing both longitudinally and transversely of
the body 1. )

The figure is suspended by the arm of the
standard immediately above an opening in the
top wall 2 and the feet 12 of the igure raised
upon a vibratory platform 21, exposed at said
opening. Thisplatform iscomposed of aplate
22, secured to a flexible flap 23, suitably fas-
tened to the under side of the wall2.  OQun the
under side of this flap is a padding 24, and
adapted to engage this padding is a hammer
or striker 25, mounted upon one end of a vi-
brating lever 26, fixed to a transverse shaft
27, journaled at its end in the walls 3. From
the rear of the lever or the shaft extends an
arm 28, adapted to be engaged by tappets 29
on an operating-shaft 30, also journaled in
the walls 3 and provided atits outer end with
a crank-handle 31.  The lever 26 is connect-
ed in rear of the striker 25 with the wall or to
a transverse shaft journaled in the wall by :
spring, rubber hand, or like reactive connec-
tion 32, which normally holds the striker in
engagement with the padding 24, so that when
the shatt 30 is rotated and the arm 28 is forced
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upward by the successive actions of the tap-
pets 29 the spring 32 upon each downward
movement of the lever will be expanded and

will then exert its retractive energy to-draw |

up the lever and cause the hammer or striker
95 to strike the padded portion 24 of the vi-
brating platform 21, so that during the oper-
ation of the shaft 80 the hammer 25 will strike
the under side of the platformaseries of blows
in quick succession, thereby causing it to rap-
idly vibrate. This rapid vibration will of
course raise and lower the platform and trans-
mit motion to the figure 7, the body and limbs
of which will be caused to assume all sorts of
grotesque positions,the ludicrousness of which
will be enhanced by the pivotal play of the
head 18 and the additional sensibility impart-
ed by the vibration of the spring-wire sup-
ports 5. The function of the padding 24,
which is made of some soft flexible material,
is to mufiethesound of the hammer orstriker
95. 1t will of course be understood that a

spring-motor or operating means of any pre-
ferred character may be substituted for the
crank mechanism herein shown.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
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the construction and operation of the inven-
tion will be readily understood without requir-
ing a more extended explanation.

Various changes in the form, proportion,
and the minor details of construction may be
resorted to without departing from the prin-
ciple or sacrificing any of the advantages of
this invention.

Having thus described my invention, what
1 claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, i1s—

A toy of the character described, compris-
ing a base, an elastic support rising there-
from, a jointed figure having a slotted and
pivoted neck portion; a vibrating platform on
the base, padding under the platform, a vi-
brating lever carrying a hammer to strike the
padding and vibrate said platform, and means
for operating said lever.

In testimony whereof I have hereunto set
my hand in presence of two subscribing wit-
nesses.

CHARLES E. MEEKER.
‘Witnesses:

Rost. E. BUNDER,
Turo. K. Mast.
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