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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs A. NEIs 

WENDER, a citizen of the United States, re 
siding at Topeka, in the county of Shawnee 
and State of Kansas, have invented certain 
new and useful improvements in Writing 
Devices, of which the following is a speci 
fication. 
My invention is a free-arm movement 

Writing device, being an attachment for a 
penholder, and its purpose is to prevent 
what is called “finger movement’ and to in 
duce what is called “muscular or fore-arm 
movement” in the execution of penmanship. 

It is the object of my invention to pro 
duce a device of this nature which is very 
simple in construction, light, easily applied 
to the penholder and to the hand, easily ad 
justable, durable, and which compels the 
Writer to hold the penholder in correct Writ ing position. 
To attain this object my invention com 

prises a single piece of light metal adapted 
to extend along the inner side of the thumb, 
one end bearing against the ball of the 
thumb and the other end formed to grasp 
the penholder at the end of the thumb, said 
piece being formed with a clip at its middle 
portion adapted to embrace the back of the 
thumb between the first and second joints. 

In the drawings accompanying and form 
ing part of this specification and in the de 
scription of the drawings, I have shown 
my invention in its preferred form and have 
shown what I deem to be the best mode of 
applying the principles thereof; but it is to 
be understood that, within the scope of the 
appended claims, I contemplate changes in 
form, proportions, and materials, the trans 
position of parts, and the substitution of 
equivalent members, without departing 
from the spirit of my invention. 

Figure 1 is a side view of the hand, 
wrist, and part of the fore-arm in correct 
Writing position, with a penholder and my 
writing device held in proper positions, the 
writing device being shown partly in dotted 
outline where otherwise concealed from 
view. Fig. 2 is a side view of the writing 
device attached to the penholder. Fig. 3 is 
a top view of the writing device. 

Similar reference characters indicate simi 
lar parts throughout the several views. 
A is my writing device, which I term a 

“ritograph”, made preferably of a single 
piece of light bendable sheet metal. At one 

end, B, it is curved and preferably enlarged, 
So as to bear easily and comfortably against 
the ball of the thumb. At the other end, C, 
it is formed into a loop which is adapted to 
grasp the penholder ID. At its middle por 
tion it is formed with a clip E adapted to 
embrace the back of the thumb between 
the first and Second joints. The device is 
adapted to fit along the inner side of the 
thumb with its inner end bearing against the 
ball of the thumb, with the clip embracing 
the back of the thumb between the first and 
Second joints, and with its oute end at the 
end of the thumb, the loop being so disposed 
that the penholder rests against the side of 
the hand at or near the third knuckle of the 
fore-finger, which is generally conceded to 
be the correct form. Generally the loop 
would grasp the penholder about an inch 
above the pen point; but this may be varied 
to suit any circumstance. The loop or pen 
holder is grasped between the ends of the 
thumb and fore-finger in the usual manner. 
The clip is an important feature of my 

invention in that it bears against the back 
of the thumb between the first and second 
joints while the opposite ends of the device 
bear against the ball and end of the thumb, 
thus holding the thumb rigid and prevent 
ing moving the penholder by the thumb and 
fore-finger. 
The device is so shaped as to permit the 

penholder to be grasped in an easy natural 
position without straining. The device be 
ing made of bendable metal the clip may be 
easily bent to adapt it to any writer's thumb. 
What I claim is: 
1. A device of the kind described compris 

ing a strip of bendable metal adapted to fit 
along the inner side of the thumb, one end 
being bent in Wardly and enlarged and 
adapted to bear against the ball of the 
thunb and the other end being formed into 
a loop adapted to grasp a pen holder between 
the ends of the thumb and fore-finger, said 
strip being formed with a clip at its middle 
portion adapted to embrace the back of the 
thumb between the first and second joints. 

2. A device of the kind described compris 
ing a strip formed to fit lengthwise along 
the inner side of the thumb, one end being 
bent inwardly to bear against the ball of 
the thumb and the other end being formed 
into a loop to grasp a penholder between the 
ends of the thumb and forefinger, said strip 
being formed with a clip at its middle por 
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tion to embrace the back of the thumb be-, the thumb between the first and second 10 
tween the first and second joints. joints, and being also formed with a means 

3. A device of the kind described compris- for rigidly grasping a penholder. 
ing a strip formed to fit lengthwise along In testimony whereof I have affixed my 

5 the inner side of the thumb with one end signature in presence of two witnesses. 
bearing against the ball of the thumb and CHARLES A NESWENDER. 
the other end bearing against the end of the Witnesses: 
thumb, said strip being formed with a clip GLADYs H. NEISWENDER, 
at its middle portion to embrace the back of J. M. STARK. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the s Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 


