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1. To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, MARCUs O. ANTHONY, 

a citizen of the United States, residing in 
the city of New York, borough of Manhat 
tan, county and State of New York, have 
invented a certain new and useful Tag or 
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Ticket Seal, of which the following is a specification. 
This invention is a tag or ticket seal, more 

particularly for that type of ticket commonly 
used in department stores and on which are 
marked the stock number and price of the 
articles to which they are attached. 
Tickets now most generally in use com 

prise a sheet of cardboard, cloth, metal, or 
other similar material, of any desired size 
or shape, the same being detachably secured 
to the goods by suitable means, such as 
stitches, or metal fasteners. 
All the sales tickets now used are detach 

ably secured to the article and the attaching 
means employed is of such construction that 
the ticket maw, without any difficulty what 
ever, be detached from the article, and an 
other substituted therefor, or might be taken 
off and applied to another article without 
leaving any evidence of such changes. Thus 
a ticket may be taken from an article of high 
auality and placed on an article much in 
ferior, wherebv the buyer is deceived and, 
while supposedlv buving the goods desig 
nated on the ticket, is paving an excessive 
price for an inferior article. 

It is not unusual in large department 
stores, for customers to surreptitiously re 
move a ticket from an expensive article and 
replace it by a ticket Smilarly removed from 
an inferior or less expensive article. It will 
be manifest that the aim of such customers 
is to purchase the superior or expensive 
article at the price appearing on the sub 
stituted ticket, therebv cheating the store 
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to the extent of the difference in price be 
tween the superior and inferior article. 
The present invention overcomes the dis 

advantages referred to in that it embodies 
a sales ticket which cannot be detached with 
out effecting the destruction of a certain 
feature of the ticket. thereby precluding its 
reuse on another article, the modified ap 
pearance of the ticket, due to the destruction 
specified, clearly indicating that the ticket 
has been tampered with. 
The invention embodies more particu 

larly a suitable member such as a plate or 
ticket composed of any material desired, 
means for securing Said member to the goods 
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to be marked, and sealing means so posi 
tioned that any tampering with the securing 
means, Will leave unmistakable evidence of such tampering. 
In the accompanying drawings I have 

illustrated one practical embodiment of the 
invention, but the construction shown there 
in is to be understood as illustrative, only, 
and not as defining the limits of the inven tion. 

Figure 1 is a face view of a ticket, posi 
tioned on a portion of the article to be 
marked. Fig. 2 is a view of the same taken 
from the other side of the article, showing 
the ticket in dotted lines, and my improved 
Sealing means in normal position. Fig. 3 is 
a longitudinal section taken on line 3-3 of 
Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a view similar to that 
shown in Fig. 2, the sealing member being 
shown as it appears before being sealed. 
Fig. 5 is a section similar to the one shown 
in Fig. 3, the same being taken on line 5-5 
of Fig. 4. Fig. 6 is a transverse section 
through the assembled portions of the de 
vice, the same being taken on line 6-6 of 
Fig. 1. Fig. 7 is a view similar to Figs. 3 
and š, the same being taken through a modi fied form of the invention. 
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In the drawings is a ticket A, of the gen 

eral form commonly used for marking 
fabrics. It comprises a piece of cardboard 
or fabric having the firm name stamped 
thereon, as at a, suitable space being left 
for the filling in of anv data desired, such 
as the stock number and selling price of the 
article. - . 

The ticket A, is adapted to be secured to 
the article B. bv anv suitable means such as 
stitches C. In order to preclude removal of 

the purpose of decention, suitable sealing 
means is employed. wherebiv anv attemint at 
such deception will be plainly visible. This 
sealing means in the particular form shown, 
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the ticket after it is placed on the article B, 
and the placing of it on another article for 
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embodies an alongated rectangular shaped 
member ID. This is placed on the article B, 
on the side opposite from the ticket and in 
such position relative to said ticket, that the 
securing means Conerates to secure the mem 
ber D, and the ticket A, together, with the ar 
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ticle B, positioned intermediate said members. 
The sealing member D, is so positioned relative 
to the Securing means C, that said securing 
means engages the Sealing member D, about 
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midway of its length and also extends trans 
versely of said member. The elements of 
constructition, when assembled in this man 
ner, appear as shown in Figs. 4 and 5, of 
the drawings. - 
The outer side d, of the sealing member 

D, as considered when in the form shown in 
Figs. 4 and 5, is gummed so that, after the 
parts are Secured together in the manner de 
scribed, the upper portion d', of the sealing 
member D, may be moistened and bent 
down, in a direction, indicated by the small 
arrows in Fig. 5, over the securing means, 
and into engagement with its lower portion 
d'. The gummed surface d of the upper 
portion of the member d, immediately ad 
heres to the lower portion d', thereof, where 
by Said portions are retained against pull 
ing apart. When thus secured, the only 
Way to separate these members d' and d', 
without disrupting them, is to moisten them, 
whereby the gum is so softened as to allow 
the members to be pulled apart. To guard 
against Such procedure, the firm name is 
printed on the back of the upper portion of 
the seal member, as at d, the ink used for 
this purpose being of such character as to 
“run” or smudge, when brought into con 
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tact with moisture. It will thus be seen 
that an attempt to soften the gum by steam 
ing or otherwise, will leave unmistakable 
evidence on the seal. 
From an examination of the drawings, it 

will be seen that the free ends of the secur 
ing means C, are incased in the sealing 
member D, thus making it impossible to re 
lease Said ends, preparatory to withdrawing 
the Securing means C, without first separat 
ing the portions d and d, of the member 
D, either by steaming the seal or disrupting 
the same. In either case, the seal will bear 
signs of tampering and the article, on which 
it is placed, will be under suspicion. It 
will, furthermore, be obvious that should 
the Securing means C, be cut, as at the loops 
c', c', adjacent to the face of the ticket, to 
release said ticket, the cut ends of the said 
means could not be removed from the seal, 
and other fastening devices substituted, 
without tearing or separating the portions 
of the seal. 
A slightly modified form of the inven 

tion is illustrated in Fig. 7 of the drawings, 
in which a ticket, with the sealing means in 
tegral therewith, is shown. This ticket A, 
must necessarily be positioned near the edge 
of the article B, so that the sealing member 
D may lap over said edge and be engaged 
by the securing means C’. This form of 
ticket may be attached to the article in the 
Same manner as the form shown in Figs. 1 
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to 6, the sealing member D’ being posi 
tioned to be folded back on itself to conceal 
the attaching means in a manner similar to 
the member D of the other form. it is, 
therefore, plain that by no manner or means 
can the ticket be removed and another sub 
stituted therefor, without employing an en 
tirely new seal, and, since these seals will 
be wholly in the possession of the rightful 
dealers, the fraudulent substitution of 
tickets will be rendered impossible. 

in the foregoing description, have set 
forth my invention as embodied in a par 
ticular form of ticket, but it will be under 
stood that the principles involved are adapt 
ed for quite a general application, and I, 
therefore, do not wish to be understood as 
limiting myself, any more than the state of 
the art may require. 

Having thus fully described the inven 
tion, what claim as new, and desire to se 
cure by Letters Patent is:- 

1. A new article of manufacture of the 
general type used by department stores for 
marking dry-goods, embodying a tag or 
ticket adapted to be positioned on one face 
of the goods, a Sealing member adapted to 
be positioned on the other face of the goods 
in opposing relation to said tag, attaching 
stitches passed through the tag, goods, and 
Sealing member whereby they are all secured 
together, said Sealing member being adapt 
ed to be folded on itself to cover the adja 
cent portions of the attaching stitches and 
be secured in this position, thereby preclud 
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0) 
ing the removal or substitution of the ticket 
Without disrupting the seal or stitches and 
consequent detection. 

2. Á new article of manufacture of the 
general type used by department stores for 
Inarking dry-goods, embodying a tag or 
ticket adapted to be positioned on one face 
of the goods, a Sealing member adapted to 
be positioned on the other face of the goods 
in opposing relation to said tag, attaching 
Stitches passed through the tag, goods and 
Sealing member whereby they are all se 
cured together, said sealing member being 
provided with an adhesive on its outer face 
whereby it may be folded on itself so as to 
cover the adjacent portions of the attaching 
Stitches and be secured in this position by 
the adhesive, thereby precluding the re 
moval or substitution of the ticket, without, 
disrupting the Seal or the stitches and con 
sequent detection. 

3. A new article of manufacture of the 
general type used by department stores for 
marking dry-goods, embodying a tag or 
ticket adapted to be positioned on one face 
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of the goods, a sealing member adapted to 
be positioned on the other face of the goods 
in opposing relation to said tag, attaching 
Stitches passed through the tag, goods and 
Sealing member whereby they are all secured 
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together, said sealing member being pro- ing provided on its face with material sus- 15 
vided with an adhesive on its outer face ceptible to moisture. ? - 
whereby it may be folded on itself so as to In testimony whereof I have signed my 
cover the adjacent portions of the attaching name to this specification in the presence of 
stitches and be secured in this position by two subscribing witnesses. 
the adhesive, thereby precluding the re- MARCUS O. ANTHON.Y., 
moval or substitution of the ticket without . Witnesses: 
disrupting the seal or the stitches and con- M. C. RoDRIGUEZ, 
sequent detection, said sealing member be- F. S. FITZSIMIoNs. 
Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “ Commissioner of Patents, 

Washington, D.C." 


