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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, PETER ANDERSON, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at the ecity
of Fort Wayne,in the county of Allen, in the
StateofIndiana,haveinventedcertainnewand
useful Improvementsin Mailing-Boxes; and I

"do hereby declare that the following is a full,

clear, and exact deseription of the 1nvent10n,
whleh will enable others skilled in the art to
which itappertains to make and use the same,

. referencebeing had totheaccompanying draw-
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ings, which foun part of this specification.

My invention relates to improvements in
boxes for receiving and securing mail, and is
specially designed to be secured to lamp-posts
or on or near doors of dwellings, offices, or
other places of business.

The objects of my improvement are, first,
to provide a mail-box of economical construc-
tion, having one apartment for receiving
letters and another apartment for securing
the same, so constructed and arranged that
the contents will automatically pass from the
former apartment to the latter and at the
same time sound an alarm upon the inside of
the house or building upon which my improve-
ment is used, thereby notifying the inmates
that mail has been deposited therein; second,
to provide a mail-box so constructed that it
can be conveniently and readily operated by
the postman without using his hands. These
objects are accomplished by the mechanism
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side view of myimprovement
secured to a door-jamb with an alarm at-
tached, showing by dotted lines the appear-
ance of my device when open and in position
for receiving mail-matter. Fig. 2 is a front
elevation of my device, showing the door to
the lower apartment by which the mail is re-
moved, and also showing the front of the box
broken away in section to show the position
of the adjustable bottom and the hinge upon
which the box is pivoted.

Similarlettersrefer tosimilar parts through-
out the several views.

Box 6, for receiving and securing mail-mat-
ter, may be construected of any proper mate-
11&1 that affords requisite strength and se-
curity consistent with convenient size, though
I preferably construct it of metal. Said box

open one, having a proper top and sides, but

(No model.)

6 is hinged or pivoted upon a rod or hinge 7,
secured in a suitable frame 3,.preferably an -
55
no front or back, and also constructed of
metal.

Frame. 3 is so constructed as to be readily
secured to a door-jamb 9 or other suitable
support in any proper manner, and, while said
frame may be provided with a suitable bot-
tom to increase its strength and rigidity, yet
I preferably omit the bottomn, as shown.

Box 6 has an opening 15 at the top for the
reception of mail and is provided with a
hinged partition or adjustable bottom 14,
hinged or pivoted to the rod 12, which rod is -
secured to either side of said box. This ad-
justable bottom 14 is so adapted to the size
and shape of box 6 that it impinges against
the sides thereof and divides box 6 into two
separate apartments when itisopen to receive
mail. In the sides of said box at a suitable
distance below rod 12 I provide a slightly-
curved transverse slot 13, in which slides the
rod 16, passing through said box and rigidly
fixed at either extremityinframe 3 and adapt-
ed to elevate bottom 14 to a practically horizon-
tal position when said box is open. Said box
is also provided with a suitable knob or han-
dle 4 near the top for opening the box by with-
drawing it from frame 3, and a door 5, hav-
ing hinges 17 and 18 a_nd a small glass front,
through which the contents of thelower apart-
ment may be readily seen. This door 5 may
algo, if desired, be provided with a lock and
key, though this feature is not essential to my
invention.

To the back of box 6 in any proper manner
is secured one extremity of rod 11, while the
other end of said rod is connected in any suit-
able manner with an®larm 10.

When my improved mail-box thus de-
scribed is placed in position, it is operated as
follows: The operator seizes the knob or han-
dle 4 and pulls the top of box 6 outward, be-
ing pivoted on hinge 7. (Bestseenin Fw 1.)
ThlS movement automatlcally shifts the mov-
able partition or adjustable bottom 14 from a
vertical to apractieally horizontal position and
divides box 6 into two separate apartments
by changing the relative position of rod 16 in
slot 13 in a well-known manner. In this po-
sition bottom 14 is rigidly and securely held
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until box 6 isclosed. When thusopened, the
mail may be deposited through the opening
15 into the upper apartment, when it will rest
on the adjustable bottom 14; but when knob
or handle 4 on the upper end of said box
is released from the grasp of the operator
the box G is'so balanced upon the hinge or
pivotal point 7 that it automatically closes by
its own weight, and at the same time forces
the hinged or movable partition 14 to assume
the vertical position seen in Fig. 2, which al-

lows the mail to readily pass into the lower,
apartment, where it is securely locked, and

rod 16 resumes its position, as seen in Fig. 1
When box 6 closes in the manner thus de-
seribed, it sounds or rings the alarm 10 when
properly connected thereto by the rod 11,
which notifies the inmates that mail has been
deposited therein, and from which it can be
taken only through the door 5, Fig. 2.

By arranging the hinge 7, upon which box
G is pivoted, a few inches above the bottom
thereof the postman can readily open the box
by the pressure of his arm, shounlder, or other
portion of ‘his body against the bottom, and

hold it in that position until the mail is de-.

posited therein. This is a great convenience
when the postman has both hands full of mail-
matter.

When my improved mail-box is used for
streets, the rod 11 and the alarm 10 may be
omitted.

IHaving thus described my invention, what
I claim as new and useful, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is—

1. A mail-boxconsisting of a box 6, having an
opening 15 for the insertion of malil, a handle
4, an adjustable partition 14, hinged onthe rod
12, a door 5-to the lower apartment thereof,
a transverse slot 13 for the rod 16, and a rod
11, secured to the back of said box and con-
nected to an alarm 10, and an open frame 3,
having arod 16 rigidly fixed in the sides there-
of for elevating and supporting partition 14

when Dbox 6 is open and having a hinge 7,
upon which box 6 is so pivoted as to automati-
cally close by its own weight when released
from the grasp of the operator, all substan-
tially as described.

2. In a mail-box, the combination of a box
6, having an opening 15 for the insertion of
mail, a handle 4 for opening said box, an ad-
justable partition 14, pivoted on the rod 12,
secured to the sides thereof, a door 5 to the
lower apartment of said box, atransverse slot
in the sides thereof for the rod 16, and a rod
11, secured to the back of said box and con-
nected to an alarm 10 with the frame 3, hav-
ing a suitable top for the protection of open-
ing 15, a rod 16, rigidly secured to the sides
thereof, which elevates and supports parti-
tion 14 in a horizontal position by its adjust-
ment in slot 18, and a hinge or pivot 7, upon
which box 6 is so pivoted as to automatically
close by its own weight when opened, all sub-
stantially as described, and hereinbefore seot
forth.

3. The combination, in a mail-box, of abox
h:wuw an opening 15 in the top thereof for
the 1nsert10n of mail, a handle 4 for opening

said box, a transverse slot 13, through which
pzzsses the rod 16, an adjustable p:u‘ti’cion 14,
so pivoled upon therod 12 in box 6 as to main-
bain a vertical position when the box is closed,
but arranged to automatically assume a hori-
zontal position when box 6 is opened, with a
frame 3, having a rod 16 rigidly fixed in the
sides thereof, sliding in slot 13 for elevating
and supporting partltlon 14, and a hinge ’7
upon whieh box 6 is pivoted,all substantic Llly
as set forth and described.

In testimony whereof I hereunto subscribe
my name, in the presence of two witnesses,
this 26th day of March, 1891.

PETER ANDERSON,

Witnesses:

ALBERT BAKER,
. C. HARTMAN.
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