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(57) ABSTRACT 

In a public internet access terminal, the combination com 
prising an access station, and computer apparatus at the sta 
tion and including a user keyboard and data display means, 
and a user credit card reader at the station, and the computer 
apparatus including circuit means operatively connected to 
the card reader to be responsive to reading of user credit card 
data to enable user access to the internet via the computer 
apparatus at the access station. 
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MULT-MEDIA REMOTE DATA ACCESS 
TERMINALS AND SYSTEM 

BACKGROUND OF TEE INVENTION 

0001. This invention relates generally to facilitation of 
communication via the internet, and from various or selected 
publically accessible points; more particularly it concerns an 
improved public internet access terminal. 
0002 There exists need for travelers or other persons to 
gain ready access to the internet, for enhanced communica 
tion purposes. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0003. It is a major object of the invention to provide appa 
ratus meeting the above need, and in Such way that ready 
payment for use of Such a service is provided, as well as 
facilitation of the user's desired terminal configuration at 
various public terminals used. 
0004 Basically the improved terminal comprises: 
0005 a) an access station, and 
0006 b) computer apparatus at the station and including a 
user keyboard and data display means, 
0007 c) a user credit card reader at the station, and said 
computer apparatus including circuit means operatively con 
nected to the card reader to be responsive to reading of user 
credit card data to enable user access to the internet via said 
computer apparatus at the access station. 
0008. As will appear, the access station may be a public 
access station having an associated kiosk carrying said com 
puter apparatus, and card reader. 
0009. Another object is to provide a terminal kiosk that 
includes a housing in which said computer apparatus is 
stored, said data display means also carried by the kiosk 
housing. The housing may have a display opening, and said 
data display means includes a display Screen viewable at said 
opening. Further, the kiosk may include Support means car 
ried by the housing to be movable relative to the housing, for 
carrying said computer means from the housing interior to the 
housing exterior, for access. Also the housing may include an 
openable door blocking Such movement of the Support means 
from the housing interior to the housing exterior, and locking 
means to lock the door in closed position. 
0010. A further object includes provision of circuit means 
that is responsive to reading of a credit card to 

0011 i) determine if that card identifies a current 
account customer user, whereby if “yes”, the user is 
instructed via the display means to enter his password 
via the keyboard to enable subsequent performance of 
user requested operations associated with use of the 
internet, 

0012 ii) and if “no', the user is instructed via the dis 
play means to confirm via the keyboard that a new 
account is to be established, and to enter new account 
information via the keyboard for storage by server 
means, and the user is then enabled to perform user 
requested operations, via the keyboard, and associated 
with the internet. 

0013 Yet another object includes provision for automatic 
use billing to the user, at accessed terminals. Multiple termi 
nals may be provided, with circuitry operating whereby a user 
keyboard selected display configuration at one terminal is 
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duplicated at another terminal in response to user commands 
to the keyboard at said other terminal, via signal transmission 
on the internet. 
0014. These and other objects and advantages of the inven 
tion, as well as the details of an illustrative embodiment, will 
be more fully understood from the following specification 
and drawings, in which: 

DRAWING DESCRIPTION 

0015 FIG. 1 is a front elevation view of a kiosk: 
0016 FIG. 2 is a side elevation view of the FIG. 1 kiosk: 
0017 FIG. 3 is a view showing multiple stations incorpo 
rating kiosks, and interconnected via the internet; 
0018 FIG. 4 is a system diagram showing multiple inter 
net connected terminals and their functions; 
(0019 FIG. 5 is a system flow diagram: 
0020 FIG. 6 is a view showing a work group installation 
of terminals interconnected as by a local area network; and 
0021 FIG. 7 is a view showing a single terminal configu 
ration; and 
0022 FIG. 8 is a view showing a kiosk installation. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

0023 Referring first to FIGS. 1-3, a public access terminal 
10 may include an access station having a kiosk 11. The latter 
includes an upright housing 12 for carrying computer appa 
ratus shown at 13 with the housing interior 14. The kiosk also 
carries a credit card reader 15 on a shelf 16 that also carries a 
user keyboard indicated at 17, and connected with 13. Reader 
15 is conventional, and may magnetically read user data 
stored in the magnetic strip on a card, as the card is passed 
endwise in the reader. A display, such as a CRT (or other type) 
screen 18 is viewable at front opening 19 defined by the kiosk. 
The computer apparatus 13, as well as a printer 20, may be 
received on Support means 21 including shelves 22 which is 
movably supported to be pulled forwardly to position 21' seen 
in FIG. 2, for access to the computer or printer. A housing 
door 23 normally blocks such forward movement of the Sup 
port means, and may be locked at 24 in closed position. Upon 
unlocking, the door may be opened to allow forward move 
ment as referred to. 
0024 FIG. 3 shows a public access terminal 10, as in a 
public building 26, for example a hotel, and to which guests 
may have access. Another remote terminal is shown at 10c, 
the two terminals connected via the internet designated at 
1OO. 
0025 FIG. 4 shows connection of several terminals 10b, 
10c. 10d an 10e, via the internet 100, and having associated 
functions or operations as listed. A laser printer is shown at 
20b; and apparatus 31 associated with terminal 10c performs 
credit card billing services. Terminal 10b corresponds to that 
indicated in FIGS 1-3. 
0026. The computer apparatus 13 as referred to includes 
circuit means operatively connected to the card reader to be 
responsive to reading of user credit card data to enable user 
access to the internet via said computer apparatus at the 
access station. Such circuit means typically includes ele 
ments or steps indicated at 35-49 in the FIG. 5 diagram. 
Elements such as 35,36, 38 etc. may be considered as circuit 
means to perform the associated functions listed in the dia 
gram. Element 40 may be considered as including the key 
board 17, and the display 17, and the display screen 18, 
controlled by the computer 13. 
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0027. Accordingly, the circuit means referred to may be 
considered to be responsive to reading of a credit card to: 

0028 i) determine if that card identifies a current 
account customer user, whereby if “yes”, the user is 
instructed via the display means to enter his password 
via the keyboard to enable subsequent performance of 
user requested operations associated with use of the 
Internet, 

0029 ii) and if “no', the user is instructed via the dis 
play means to confirm via the keyboard that a new 
account is to be established, and to enter new account 
information via the keyboard for storage by server 
means, and the user is then enabled to perform user 
requested operations, via the keyboard, and associated 
with the internet. 

0030. In one example, the terminal is comprised of a com 
puter, monitor, floppy disk drive, PCMCIA connector and a 
keyboard. The computer uses a CD-ROM player in place of a 
hard disk drive. Some of the advantages of a CD-ROM player 
over a traditional disk drive are immunity from acquiring and 
spreading computer viruses; ability to customize the Software 
available to the site; ability to thwart the illegal copying of 
featured software; and reliability. A company-created and 
distributed CD-ROM disc contains the necessary operating 
system, GUI interface and Internet software, in addition soft 
ware as in FIG. 5. 
0031. The terminals may be configured as stand-alone 
access sites, multi-user kiosk or multi-station workgroup 
computing environments such as in an airport or hotel envi 
ronment. The kiosk 11 is ADA (Americans with Disabilities 
Act) compliant. 
0032. The user activates the terminal by pressing any key: 
the screen saver dissolves and an opening menu appears. Two 
options are available: the user can simply Swipe his card in a 
card reader, or he can select between “new user, and “type 
user name and password in the opening menu. By Swiping 
his card, the new user's name appears, and he selects a user 
password. Alternatively, the new user can double click on a 
“new user icon, and is prompted to set up a username and a 
password. In either case, the system will then issue the new 
user an account number and an e-mail address. Next, a “wal 
let’ symbol appears on the screen, containing the debit card, 
credit card or phone card number that was swiped into the 
system. The user can continue to Swipe cards into the wallet if 
he wants more than one method that will be used to pay the 
service. An existing customer simply types in his username 
and password, and the system opens up his wallet. 
0033. The next step for either a new user or an existing 
customer is to select a card from the wallet that will be billed 
for the session. Upon verification of funds being available, the 
monitor screen changes to a welcome page and the consumer 
selects the services he wishes from those available on the 
screen: Internet access, send and receive fax, or other pro 
grams. Pricing and log-on time date is displayed in a window. 
After selecting Internet access, the user's screen changes to a 
homepage, where twenty popularWeb homepage options are 
displayed. Additional Internet-based software offerings may 
be made available in a screen to the right of the Net browser. 
0034 Quitting the open application(s) and returning to a 
"close page' ends the session, and the user's charges are 
displayed. 
0035. Further, in operation, when a user logs off one ter 
minal A, the server is commanded to store the user's Ater 
minal configuration; and when the user logs onto another 
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terminal B, this log-on commands the server to in turn com 
mand the B terminal to assume the user's A terminal configu 
ration. 
0036 FIGS. 6-8 show various terminal installations and 
groupings, as referred to in those views. 

I claim: 
1. In a public Internet access terminal, the combination 

comprising: 
a) an access station, and 
b) computer apparatus at the station and including a user 

keyboard and data display means, 
c) a user credit card reader at the station, and said computer 

apparatus including circuit means operatively connected 
to the card reader to be responsive to reading of user 
credit card data to enable user access to the internet via 
said computer apparatus at the access station. 

2. The combination of claim 1 wherein said access station 
is a public access station having an associated kiosk carrying 
said computer apparatus, and card reader. 

3. The combination of claim 2 wherein said kiosk includes 
a housing in which said computer apparatus is stored, said 
data display means also carried by the kiosk housing. 

4. The combination of claim3 including a printer stored in 
said housing, the printer operatively connected with the com 
puter apparatus. 

5. The combination of claim 3 wherein said housing has a 
display opening, and said data display means includes a dis 
play Screen viewable at said opening. 

6. The combination of claim3 wherein said kiosk includes 
Support means carried by the housing to be movable relative 
to the housing, for carrying said computer means from the 
housing interior to the housing exterior, for access. 

7. The combination of claim 6 wherein the housing 
includes an openable door blocking Such movement of the 
Support means from the housing interior to the housing exte 
rior, and locking means to lock the door in closed position. 

8. The combination of claim 1 wherein said circuit means 
is responsive to reading of a credit card to 

i) determine if that card identifies a current account cus 
tomer user, whereby if “yes”, the user is instructed via 
the display means to enter his password via the keyboard 
to enable Subsequent performance of user requested 
operations associated with use of the internet, 

ii) and if “no', the user is instructed via the display means 
to confirm via the keyboard that a new account is to be 
established, and to enter new account information via 
the keyboard for storage by server means, and the user is 
then enabled to perform user requested operations, via 
the keyboard, and associated with the internet. 

9. The combination of claim 8 wherein said means respon 
sive to reading of the credit card comprises software. 

10. The combination of claim 9 wherein said software has 
an associated system flow diagram as set forth in FIG. 5. 

11. The combination of claim 1 including multiple of said 
terminals as defined, there being circuitry operatively con 
nected with the circuit means of the terminals whereby a user 
keyboard selected display configuration, at one terminal is 
duplicated at another terminal in response to user commands 
to the keyboard at said other terminal, via signal transmission 
on the internet. 


