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To all whom it may concermn:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM PENNY, a citi-
zen of the United States, now residing at the
city of New York, in the county and State of
New York, have invented a certain new and
Improved Surgical Appliance, of which the
following is a specification. ’

My invention relates to means for effecting
the closure of wounds, uleers, &c. ’

The improvement particularly relates to
means for this purpose, consisting of two nar-
row strips of adhesive material, each pro-
vided with a single hook or projection, and
an elastic band connecting said strips of ad-
hesive material and arranged in such relation
thereto as to exert a pull in the direction of
said strips.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view illustrating a leg having a wound, an
ulcer, and a varicose vein treated according to
my improvement. Fig. 2 is a face view of an
appliance embodying my improvement, but
not attached to anything. TFig. 3is asectional
edge view of this appliance.
~ Similar letters of reference designate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures.

A designates two pieces of material, which
are rendered adhesive on one side, so that
they can be fastened to flesh on opposite sides
of a wound, uleer, &c., close to the walls or
edges. Asshown, these pieces A are provided
with hooks or studs a, which may be secured
by inserting them into the pieces or otherwise.

B designates a piece of elastic material, con-
sisting of anindia-rubber band connected with
the pieces A by being slipped around the hooks
or studs a.

The elastic material will exert a coustant
elastic traction to draw the walls or edges of
the wound, ulcer, &ec., toward each other. It
will also produce a pressure upon any local-
jzed area over which it may be arranged—asy
for instance, varicose veins, a tumor, &c.
‘When used for the latter purpose, a pad will
preferably be arvanged under the elastic ma-
terial. :

The advantages due the use of my invention
are that it coaptates the edges of fresh wounds
better than sutures or stitches, or any device
now in use. It does not produce irritation as

they do. In chronic ulcers it reduces the ex-
tent of the surfaces which have to heal, while
the shape and direction of the cicatrix can be
varied as may be desired. A saving of time
and material in the dressing of wonnds and

“uleers will result from its use.

I am aware that prior to my invention it
was an old idea to employ, for effecting the
closure of a wound or sore, two strips-of ad-
hesive material adapted to be secured to the
flesh adjacent to the edges of a wound or sore
and an elastic lacing or band engaging with
hooks secured upon the strips of adhesive ma-
terial. This contrivance, however, would not

“effect the same results as Tam enabled to effect ¢

by my improvement. Itistobe observed that
the sirips of adhesive material whieh I employ
are narrow in the direction of the strain to
which they will be subjected, and are provided
each with a single hook or analogous device.
The old confrivance, consisting of long strips
of adhesive substance provided each with a
number of hooks, had to be adapted specially
to the wound or sore with which it was to be
used, whereas my contrivance can be applied
anywhere and in any position. It is very ad-
vantageous to have narrow strips of adhesive
material, such as I use, provided each with a
single hook or like device, and combined with
a single elastic band for pulling the strips of

‘adhesive material toward each other, because

such contrivance as this of mine may be used

‘in any position and with any kind of sore or

wound. Indeed, a number of such contriv-
anées as mine may be used in various posi-
tions about a sore or wound, even af different
angles to each other. Thus a tension may be
produced from a variety of directions across a
wound or sore. 'Where the wound or sore to
be treated is irregular, this is of great impor-
tance. Again, it is often desirable to produce
a greater tension at certain portions of the

‘edges of a wound or sore than ab others, and

by using with such a wound or sore & number
of contrivances like mine this result may be
attained, because india-rubber bands of differ-
ent strengths may be employed in combination
with different pairs of narrow strips of adhe-
sive material; or where only rubber bands of
uniform length are attainable, certain pairs of
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strips.of adhesive material may be more widely
separated or placed at o greater distance apart
than others.

What I claim as my invention, and desire to

5 secure by Letters Patent, is—

The combination, with two narrow strips of
adhesive material, each provided with g single
hook or projection, of an elastic band connect-

ing said strips of adhesive material, and ar-
ranged in such relation thereto as to exert a: 10
pull in the direction of the length of ‘the said
strips, substantially as specified.

‘WM. PENNY.

Witnesses:
Epwin H. BROWN,

DANTEL H. DRISCOLL,




