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This invention relates to a combined panel and writing
implement holder.

Among the objects of my present invention are the pro-
vision of a device of the character described which can
be hung, e.g. on a wall, or can stand by itself, includes
means for detachably holding a writing implement, can
be inexpensively mass produced, is simple fo assemble
and disassemble, is capable of being shipped flat in col-

lapsed condition, and is rugged, durable and of atiractive
appearance.

Other objects of my invention in part will be obvious
and in part will be pointed out hereinafter.

My invention accordingly consists in the features of
construction, combinations of elements, and arrangement
of parts which will be exemplified in the device herein-
after described, and of which the scope of application will
be indicated in the appended claim.

In the accompanying drawings, in which is shown one
of the various possible embodiments of my invention,

FIGS. 1 and 2 are, respectively, front and back perspec-
tive views of a calendar inciuding a combined panel and
writing implement holder embodying the instant inven-
tion, the calendar being shown in standing condition;

. FIG. 3 is a front view of the calendar in collapsed
condition as it appears when shipped;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, sectional view
taken substantially along the line 4—4 of FIG. 3;and

FIG. 5 is an enlarged fragmentary detail perspective
view of the writing implement holder in operative con-
dition.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, the reference
numeral 18 denotes a calendar including a combined
calendar backing panel and writing implement holder em-
bodying my present invention. More particularly the
calendar comprises a backing board, ie. sheet, 12 and
writing implement holder 14. By way of example, a
conventional monthly calendar pad 16 is shown secured,
as by stapling, to the front surface of the board, and a
pencil 18 is removably supported in the writing implement
holder.

The board 12 is fabricated in the usual manner of a
stiff light weight inexpensive material such as cardboard
and is provided with conventional means for maintaining
the same erect position, such, for example, as an easel
stand. Said stand includes a large rectangular flap 29
hinged to the board along its bottom edge 22 and a small
rectangular flap 24 hinged to the board along its upper
edge 26. Both fiaps are formed in the board by well-
known cutting methods, e.g. by the use of slitting and
creasing die rules, whereby each hinge constitutes a weak-
ened linear zone of the cardboard and the flaps are inte-
gral with and fit completely into the board to produce a
flat front and back surface in the disassembled (knocked-
down) condition of the stand.

The large flap 20 includes an inverted (as seen in FIG.
3) T-shaped slot 28 in which a iongue 39 projecting

from the lower edge of flap 24 is detachably captively
receivable. The slot 28 includes a lower (as viewed in

FIG. 3) wide section 32 communicating with a narrow
upper section 34. The tongue 30 is joined to the small
flap by a narrow neck 36, the tongue, neck and small
flap being in one piece. The tongue is receivable in the
wide section 32 of the slot but not in the narrow section
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thereof while the neck is small enough to be received in
said narrow section.

To stand the board, the large flap 20 is swung down,
the small flap 24 is swung up and the tongue of the latter
is inserted into the T slot through the wide section thereof
and then moved downwardly (as viewed in FIG. 2) so

that the neck 36 enters the narrow section 34 of the slot
(which has become inverted on swinging down of the
large flap). In this manner the tongue is detachably
captively held in the T slot, and the upper edge 38 of fap

20 (as viewed in FIG. 3) and the bottom edge 40 of the
board comprise a manually collapsible easel stand for
the board.

Pursuant to my present invention, the writing imple-
ment holder 14 includes a grommet, ie. an eyelet or
short tubular rivet 42, such as conventionally is provided

in a board of the character described for hanging the
board on a hook or nail, or on a string. The grommet

extends through an opening in the board and is secured to
the board near the upper edge thereof in any conventional
manner. For instance, the front end of the gromimet may
be formed with an outwardly extending amnnular flange
constituting a head which lies flat against the exposed, i.e.,
uiicovered, front surface of the board while the rear end
of the grommet is clinched against the rear surface of the
board, as by bending portions of the rear end into contact
with the back surface of the board, or by spinning or
otherwise heading said rear end. Although the grommet
itself is standard, in accordance with the present inven-
tion the front end of the grommet is integrally formed
to include, i.e. has in one piece therewith, a novel pair of
flat circular eyes 44. These eyes are coplanar and are se-
cured to and disposed on diametricaily opposite sides of
the front head of the grommet. The eyes therefore are
located on the exposed front surface of the board i.e. the
face on which the calendar pad is disposed. The grom-
met and eyes desirably are fabricated in one piece, as by
stamping, from a light, easily (manually) deformable,
slightly resilient, sheet metal such as thin mild steel or
brass which is capable of maintaining against light stresses
any shape into which it is deformed, as by bending, i.e.
which can be readily bent by hand to assume a new con-
figuration which it will resume when midly stressed away
therefrom.

The internal diameters of the flat eyes are slightly
larger than the cross-section of an ordinary pencil, ball
point pen, crayon or the like with which the holder is to
be used. Of course, the eyes can be made to any desired
internal diameter so as to be able to accommodate a
particular size or type of writing implement. Preferably
the shape of the inner surfaces of the eyes is circular.

The eyes lie flat against the exposed front face of the
board when the calendar is shipped, i.e., before it is put
into use, and this is a very important feature of the

present invention, because calendars and the like of the

type invioved herein preferably are capable of being
shipped and stored flat.

To use the writing implement holder the eyes are bent
up manually cut of the plane of the board until they are
almost, but not actually, perpendicular thereto; although
this brings them into substantial registry, they are not par-
allel. Desirably they are deformed by bending where
they are coupled to the grommet to converge slightly eith-

er toward or away from the board so as to reduce their
effective diameters perpendicular to the board to a size

about equal to or slightly less than the diameter of the
writing implement to be held. Thereby when a writing
implement such as the pencil 18 is thrust through the eyes
the eyes will fiex to accommodate the implement, i.e. to in-
crease their effective diameters, and thus create a biasing
force which acts to exert a frictional grip on the imple-
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ment to prevent it from slipping out of the holder acci-
dentally.

As will be seen from the foregoing description, the in-
stant device is simple to manufacture, can be shipped en-
tirely flat and is very easy to assemble for use either as
a standing or hanging combined calendar backing panel
and writing implement holder. It should be pointed out
also that the present invention is not useful only for
calendar backing panels but can be applied to memo pads,
note pads and various other similar products.

Tt thus will be seen that I have provided a device which
achieves the varicus objects of my invention and which
is well adapted to meet the conditions of practical use.

As various possible embodiments might be made of my
above invention and as various changes might be made in
the embodiment above set forth, it is to be understood
that all matter herein described or shown in the accom-
panying drawings is to be interpreted as illustrative and
not in a limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention, I claim as new
and desire to secure by Letter Patent:

A combined panel and writing implement holder com-
prising, in combination, a stiff flat board having a top
edge and an exposed front face, said board further in-
cluding an aperture near said top edge, and a grommet
secured in said aperture in said board so as to serve as a

10

20

2

(414

4

means for hanging the panel, and a writing implement
holder, said holder comprising two separate coplanar eyes
secured to the grommet at diametrically opposite points of
said grommet on said exposed front face of the board,
said eyes being located on said exposed front surface of
the board and being free of the grommet and the board
except at said points of securement, both said eyes being
flat against said exposed front face of the board and
being constituted of a light manually deformable slightly
resilient sheet metal so as to be deformable with respect
to said grommet adjacent said points of securement and
to be capable of resiliently retaining against light stresses
the positions into which they are deformed, the openings
through said eyes being slightly larger than the cross-sec-
tion of a body of a writing implement to be used with
the holder whereby on bending of said eyes into a posi-
tion where they are almost parallel, the writing implement
can be thrust through the eyes and will be frictionally
gripped thereby.
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