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(54) System to monitor the health of a structure, program product and related methods

(57) A system to monitor the health of the structure,
program product, and associated methods are provided.
The system can include multiple health monitoring sen-
sor nodes each including a sensor element connected
to or embedded within the body of a structure to be mon-
itored and positioned to monitor parameters of a portion
of the body of the structure. The sensor nodes are spa-
tially positioned along the body of structure at related or
complementary locations to form a special correlative re-
lationship between sensor nodes. The system can also

include a data collector having a transceiver positioned
to gather sensed parameter data from each of the sensor
nodes. The system can also include a central computer
in communication with the data collector and including in
memory parameter process program product adapted to
analyze the sensed parameter data, correlate the sensed
parameter data to infer a state of health of the structure
responsive to the correlation, and to detect or otherwise
determine a type, severity, and/or location of damage to
or incipient failure of the structure.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of The Invention

[0001] The presentinvention relates generally to multi-
node sensor systems. More specifically, the present in-
vention relates to a system, program product, and related
methods to monitor the health of structural components.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] Varioustypes of platforms such as, forexample,
aircraft structural components, aircraft skins, or other re-
lated components when in operation are subjected to var-
ious environmental conditions such as stress and strain,
exposure to temperature extremes, and/or significant vi-
bration energy. Due to the various environmental condi-
tions such components can suffer material degradation
over time. Structural health monitoring helps promote re-
alization of the full potential of such components.
[0003] Traditionally, structural monitoring has relied
upon using ultrasound techniques on the structure prior
to installation (not in situ). More recently, remotely posi-
tioned sensors units or nodes have been installed adja-
cent to such structures/components to monitor various
parameters such as, for example, strain levels, stress,
temperature, pressure, or vibration level to help manage
physical inspection schedules, maintenance schedules
to help predict material failure and to generally monitor
the "health" of such components.

[0004] Such nodes have been provided a dedicated
power supply through conductors, e.g., wires, connected
to the aircraft/vehicle electrical system or through chem-
ical batteries. Similarly, the nodes have been provided
communication through conductors, e.g., wires or optical
fiber. Such wiring can undesirably result in increased
weight and complexity of the component being monitored
and/or of the associated structure or component and are
subjectto damage or breakage requiring extensive repair
costs and down time.

[0005] Other structural health monitoring systems in-
clude self-powered sensors/nodes attached to or embed-
ded within the components to be monitored that can re-
duce dependence on batteries or any other external pow-
er source and can negate the need for a "wired" commu-
nication pathways. Such sensors can be relatively small
in size and can utilize energy obtained or otherwise trans-
mitted through the component or structure being moni-
tored as both a power and data source.

[0006] Data capturing systems, such as that employ-
ing radiofrequency identification, can also be used in
health monitoring. Such systems can include both active
and passive wireless communication schemes. The ac-
tive wireless sensors/nodes can provide a continuous or
intermittent stream of sampled raw data indicating pa-
rameters of the component or structure being monitored.
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The data is typically collected by a central collector or by
a series of intermediate collectors which provide such
data to a central collector. The passive wireless sensors
can also collect a continuous or intermittent stream of
sampled raw data indicating parameters of the compo-
nent or structure being monitored. The passive sensors,
however, do not actively transmit such data, but instead
receive energy from an interrogation unit, which provides
power to extract the sensor data. The passive wireless
sensors are most often utilized in applications where ultra
low power communication is desired. In such passive
systems, an interrogator can transmit a signal to each
passive wireless sensor to power the sensor and to trans-
mit a request for data.

[0007] Conventional systems do not have provisions
for correlating the outputs of a multiplicity of health mon-
itoring sensor nodes in both space and time to infer a
state of health of a structure that cannot be otherwise
obtained using the non-correlated output of the sensor
nodes. For example, there exists systems having sen-
sors that can determine the existence and possibly the
location of a bird strike, for example, due to an associated
acoustic emission, but cannot correlate sensor data to
determine or infer the damage caused by the bird strike
or other damage such as delamination or material fa-
tigue. Further, even detection of the location of damage
using acoustic emissions can be difficult if notimpossible
where the damage is equally spaced from any surround-
ing sensors. There also exists systems which can detect
acceleration, stress, strain, or pressure and therefore can
determine if a corresponding acceleration, stress, strain,
or pressure limit has been exceeded. Such systems,
however, primarily derive their data from a single sensor,
and thus, cannot correlate such data to infer damage that
will eventually result in exceeding such a limit prior to
actually exceeding such limits.

[0008] In a multi-sensor node wireless monitoring ap-
plication, it is often necessary to relate events seen by
one sensor node to events seen by another. This requires
complicated and power hungry clock distribution or syn-
chronization techniques for timing and complicated algo-
rithms for relating the data to the structure. Moreover time
synchronization typically can require an explicit clock dis-
tribution, e.g., real-time clock, or direct wiring. To alleviate
such problems, some systems have eliminated any data
correlation, resulting in the data from all the different
nodes being processed independently without any
knowledge of what the rest of the system is experiencing.
In such implementation, typically the system uses point-
to-point communication with no data correlation between
the nodes. The Applicants have recognized that reduc-
tion of system functionality and flexibility generally results
from such techniques.

[0009] Recognized by the Applicants, therefore, is the
need to provide a wireless multi-sensor node structural
health monitoring system that can correlate structural
health data from multiple sensor nodes both in time and
in space, allowing a more complete view of the health of
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the structure. Also recognized is the need to provide mul-
ti-sensor node health monitoring system that provides an
ability to detect damage and identify a failure location
without the need to remove external structural compo-
nents, without the need for a real-time clock, and without
the need for complicated data synchronization algo-
rithms.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] In view of the foregoing, embodiments of the
present invention advantageously provide a structural
health monitoring system that can correlate structural
health data from multiple sensor nodes both in time and
in space. Embodiments of the health monitoring system
include multiple sensor nodes having sensor element
spatially placed in related or complementary positions to
provide correlated or correlateable data used to identify
failures and impending conditions within the structure.
Embodiments of the present invention also advanta-
geously provide a structural health monitoring system
that includes a multiple sensor nodes that are low power
and that have less complexity than conventional multiple
node systems.

[0011] More specifically, in an embodiment of the
present invention, a system to monitor the structural
health of the structure is provided. The system can in-
clude a structure to be monitored having a body and can
include a plurality of separate and spaced apart health
monitoring sensor nodes each connected to or embed-
ded within the body of the structure to monitor data re-
lated to parameters of a portion of the body of the struc-
ture. Each node health monitoring sensor node includes
asensor element positioned within or external to the main
portion of the sensor and positionable to sense param-
eters of a respective portion of the body of the structure
to define sensed parameters. Each sensor node also in-
cludes a processor coupled to the sensor element to re-
ceive sensed parameters and memory coupled to the
processor to store data and operating instructions there-
in. At least one of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes is spatially positioned along the body of structure
atarelated or a complementary location to that of at least
one other of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes to form a special correlative relationship therebe-
tween. The system also includes a data collector having
a transceiver positioned to gather or request sensed pa-
rameter data from each of the plurality of health monitor-
ing sensor nodes and/or to receive requested sensed
parameter data therefrom, and to transmit a periodic time
synchronization message to each of the plurality of health
monitoring sensor nodes. The system also includes a
central computer in communication with the data collec-
tor and having a processor and memory coupled to the
processor to store requested data and operating instruc-
tions therein.

[0012] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, the system further includes parameter process-
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ing program product stored in part in the memory of cen-
tral computer and including instructions that when exe-
cuted by the central computer processor perform the op-
erations of collectively analyzing the sensed parameter
data from each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes, correlating the sensed parameter data from each
of the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes in both
space and time, inferring a state of health of the structure
responsive to the correlation, and detecting or otherwise
determining a type, severity, and/or location of damage
to the structure or incipient failure thereof responsive to
the inference.

[0013] According to another embodiment of the
present invention, the system further includes parameter
processing program product stored in partin the memory
of one of the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes
and including instructions that when executed by the re-
spective processor performs the operations of gathering
sensed parameters from at least one other of the plurality
of health monitoring sensor nodes, collectively analyzing
the sensed parameters from the one of the plurality of
health monitoring sensor nodes and the atleast one other
of the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes, corre-
lating the sensed parameter data in both space and time,
inferring a state of health of the structure responsive to
the correlation, and detecting or otherwise determining
a type, severity, and/or location of damage to the struc-
ture or incipient failure thereof responsive to the infer-
ence.

[0014] Embodiments of the present invention also in-
clude methods of monitoring the structural health of the
structure. A method, for example, can include positioning
a plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes at spatially
related or complementary positions along a body of a
structure to form a special correlative relationship, sens-
ing parameters of a portion of the body of the structure
by each of a plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes,
gathering sensed parameter data from each of the plu-
rality of health monitoring sensor nodes, and correlating
the sensed parameter data from each of the plurality of
health monitoring sensor nodes in both space and time
to infer a state of health of the structure to thereby detect
or otherwise determine a type, severity, and/or location
of damage to the structure or to detect or otherwise de-
termine incipient failure thereof. The method can also
include employing data acquisition synchronization be-
tween each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes to provide an enhanced view of the health of the
structure, and employing a network time synchronization
process to correct a time sampling phase error in each
of the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes to help
ensure accuracy in the data acquisition synchronization.
[0015] Advantageously, embodiments of the system
are in situ, i.e., remaining with the structure during its life,
so that the system can detect the onset of a failure which
would be missed by non-in situ systems. Also advanta-
geously, according to an embodiment of the system, de-
tection of damage or a failure is not event triggered, thus
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allowing detection and/or location of damage which oc-
curred when the system was off-line. Further, advanta-
geously due to the synchronization process, according
to an embodiment of the present invention, no real-time
clock is required by the sensor nodes.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] So that the manner in which the features and
advantages of the invention, as well as others which will
become apparent, may be understood in more detail, a
more particular description of the invention briefly sum-
marized above may be had by reference to the embod-
iments thereof which are illustrated in the appended
drawings, which form a part of this specification. It is to
be noted, however, that the drawings illustrate only var-
ious embodiments of the invention and are therefore not
to be considered limiting of the invention’s scope as it
may include other effective embodiments as well.
[0017] FIG. 1is a schematic diagram of a general sys-
tem architecture of a system to monitor the health of a
structure according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention;

[0018] FIG. 2 is a partial environmental view of a sys-
tem to monitor the health of a structure according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

[0019] FIG. 3is a schematic diagram of a structure to
be monitored having embedded sensor elements ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention;
[0020] FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of a structure to
be monitored having surface sensor elements according
to an embodiment of the present invention;

[0021] FIG.5 s a schematic diagram of a health mon-
itoring sensor node configured to have an internal sensor
element according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention;

[0022] FIG. 6is a schematic diagram of a health mon-
itoring sensor node configured to have an external sensor
element according to an embodiment of the present in-
vention;

[0023] FIG. 7is aschematic diagram of a cantilevered
beam including a sensor elements according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention;

[0024] FIG. 8 is a schematic diagram of an enlarged
portion of the cantilevered beam shown in FIG. 7 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

[0025] FIG. 9 is a graphical plot of displacement and
strain on the cantilevered beam shown in FIG. 7 accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

[0026] FIG. 10 is a schematic diagram of a structure
to be monitored having spatially correlated embedded
sensor elements subjected to a bending force and expe-
riencing both a crack and delamination according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

[0027] FIG. 11 is a graphical display of the strain dis-
tribution on the structure shown in FIG. 10 according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

[0028] FIG. 12 is a schematic diagram of a structure
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to be monitored having spatially correlated embedded
sensor elements subjected to a tension force and expe-
riencing both a crack and delamination according to an
embodiment of the present invention;

[0029] FIG. 13 is a graphical display of the strain dis-
tribution on the structure shown in FIG. 12 according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

[0030] FIG. 14 is a schematic diagram of a structure
to be monitored having spatially correlated surface
mounted sensor elements subjected to a bending force
and experiencing both a crack and delamination accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

[0031] FIG. 15 is a graphical display of the strain dis-
tribution on the structure shown in FIG. 14 according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

[0032] FIG. 16 is a schematic diagram of a structure
to be monitored having spatially correlated surface
mounted sensor elements subjected to a tension force
and experiencing both a crack and delamination accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention;

[0033] FIG. 17 is a graphical display of the strain dis-
tribution on the structure shown in FIG. 16 according to
an embodiment of the present invention;

[0034] FIG. 18is aschematic flow diagram of a portion
of a time synchronization process according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention; and

[0035] FIG.19isaschematic flow diagram of a method
to monitor the health of a structure according to embod-
iment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0036] The present invention will now be described
more fully hereinafter with reference to the accompany-
ing drawings, which illustrate embodiments of the inven-
tion. This invention may, however, be embodied in many
different forms and should not be construed as limited to
the illustrated embodiments set forth herein. Rather,
these embodiments are provided so that this disclosure
will be thorough and complete, and will fully convey the
scope of the invention to those skilled in the art. Like
numbers refer to like elements throughout. Prime nota-
tion, if used, indicates similar elements in alternative em-
bodiments.

[0037] Systems such as, for example, multi-node
health monitoring systems can be provided to monitor
the health of various types of structures. Such structural
health monitoring systems can include multiple sensor
nodes connected to or embedded within a structure to
perform their associated function. Such systems can de-
tectacceleration, stress, strain, or pressure and therefore
can determine if a corresponding acceleration, stress,
strain, or pressure limit has been exceeded. Other such
systems can locate an approximate position of a damage
eventduring such event. Such systems, however, prima-
rily derive their data from a single sensor, and thus, can-
not correlate such data to infer damage that will eventu-
ally result in exceeding a predetermined limitation prior
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to actually exceeding such limitation. Thus, advanta-
geously, asillustrated in FIGS. 1-19, embodiments of the
present invention provide a structural health monitoring
system, program product, and methods of monitoring the
structural health of a structure which can provide a cor-
relative analysis of data from more than one location
along a structure transferable to a receiving location by
a typical conventional wireless sensor and network
based system, and which is significantly more valuable
than that which can be obtained by any combination of
single point analysis.

[0038] AsperhapsbestshowninFIG. 1, embodiments
of the present invention provide a structural health mon-
itoring system such as, for example, structural health
monitoring system 30. The system 30 caninclude a struc-
ture to be monitored having a body 33. The structure 31
can be, for example, the leading-edge, a joint, or the skin
of an aircraft wing, structural member of a bridge, or other
structural members known to those skilled in the art. The
system 30 also includes a plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes 35 to monitor the health of the structure
31. The health monitoring sensor nodes 35 are spatially
positionable along the body 33 of the structure 31 at re-
lated or a complementary locations to that of at least one
other of the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes
35 to form a special correlative relationship therebe-
tween. The system 30 also includes one or more data
collectors or interrogators 37 either positioned or posi-
tionable to transmit data to and to receive data from each
of the health monitoring sensor nodes 35, and a central
processor or computer 39 to compile the collected data
to provide for both monitoring and managing the health
of the structure 31.

[0039] Asshownin FIGS. 2-4, the system 30 includes
a plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes 35 connect-
ed to or embedded within the body 33 of the structure
31, e.g., aircraft skin, or connected to either an outer or
inner surface of the body 33 of the structure 31, to monitor
or sense data related to various parameters of interest.
Such parameters of interest can include, for example,
temperature, pressure, strain which is preferably temper-
ature compensated, and acceleration including vibration
levels, just to name a few. As many as twenty to thirty or
more health monitoring sensor nodes 35 per square foot
can be positioned throughout strategic locations along
the aircraft or other structure 31. Each health monitoring
sensor node 35 can include a processor 41 (see FIGS.
5-6) in communication with one or more sensor elements
43 (see, e.g., FIGS. 3-6) connected to the processor 41
either positioned within the sensor node 35 or tethered
by, for example, an electrical or a fiber-optic conductor.
[0040] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, each sensor element 43 and/or sensor node 35,
through its respective sensor element or elements 43,
can be spatially positioned at a related or complementary
location along the body 33 of the structure to provide for
development of a special correlative relationship be-
tween the sensor elements 43 and/or sensor nodes 35.
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A spatial aspect of the special correlative relationship
can be formed, for example, by positioning the sensor
elements 43 and/or sensor nodes 35 on opposite sides
of an axis of symmetry 45 (see FIGS. 7-8) of the body
33 of the structure 31, in a parallel plane above or below
the axis of symmetry 45 (see FIGS. 3-4), and in multiple
planes forming layers extending away from the axis of
symmetry (not shown). Note, formation of the special cor-
relative relationship will be described in more detail later.
If the structure 31, for example, is the body of an aircraft
wing, the spatial portion of special correlative relationship
can, for example, extend along the length of the wing
between the root and the tip, between the axis of sym-
metry 45 and the upper wing surface, between the axis
of symmetry 45 and the lower wing surface, and across
the axis of symmetry 45 of the wing between the upper
and lower (opposite) sides.

[0041] As shown in FIG. 5, there are embodiments
where each sensor node 35 has its own sensor element
43 positioned therein. Atleast one such application would
be where sensor elements 43 are being distributed on or
within a carbon fiber structure during initial manufacture
or during repairs to the structure. In other embodiments,
such as that shown in FIG. 6, each sensor node 35 is
connected to multiple sensor elements 43. At least one
such application of the present invention would be the
retrofitting of aging metallic structure such as, for exam-
ple, an aircraft airframe already in operation, having ar-
eas of interest not readily susceptible to receiving the
sensor nodes 35, themselves. In such application, pro-
viding a sensor node 35 having multiple "legs" tethering
multiple sensor elements 43, may be preferred.

[0042] Each sensor element 43 can be in the form of
a strain gage, temperature sensor, pressure sensor, ac-
celerometer, acoustic receiver, or other form of sensor
known to those skilled in the art, and each health moni-
toring sensor node 35 can support one or more sensor
elements 43 having either the same form or each having
a separate form. For example, in order to provide tem-
perature compensated strain, one sensor element43 can
be a piezoelectric strain gage, while the other can be a
temperature sensor.

[0043] According to an embodiment of the presenta-
tion, the two or more associated sensor elements 43 can
be connected across opposite sides of the axis of sym-
metry 45. According to an embodiment of the present
invention, such sensor elements 43 need not necessarily
be connected to or a part of separate sensor nodes 35,
but can be connected to the same sensor node 35. For
example, where the structure 31 is an aircraft wing having
an internal cavity, the first sensor element 43 can be con-
nected to an internal portion of the upper surface of the
wing and a second sensor element 43 can be connected
to aninternal portion of the lower surface of the wing with
both the first and the second sensor elements 43 con-
nected to the same sensor node 35.

[0044] The sensor elements 43 are generally sized as
necessary to provide reliable sensed parameters to the
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sensor node 43. The following will refer to strain sensor
elements for illustrative purposes only. Strain gage sen-
sor elements are size according to whether or nota single
sensor element 43 is to be used with or in a single sensor
node 35 or if multiple sensor elements 43 are to be used
with a single sensor node 35, and in the multi-sensor
element 43 configuration, according to the size of the
area of the body 33 of the structure 31 to be covered and
the power available fromthe sensor node 35. Also, where
the parameter of interest is correspondingly strain as in
this illustration, the surface area of the strain gauge is
governed by the kind of surface area of body 33 selected
to average/sense strain. As is known to those skilled in
the art, the larger the strain gage, the larger the area of
the body 33 the sensed strain will be averaged over. Ac-
cording to a preferred configuration, the sensor element
43, wheninthe form of a strain gage, should have surface
dimensions preferably in a range of about 0.5 cm to 2.5
cm, and more preferably be sized to be about 1.5 cm by
2.5 cm. According to this configuration, the surface di-
mensions of the strain gage sensor element 43 should
also about at least 5 mm by 5 mm, otherwise there is a
tendency to report the strain over too localized of an area
of the body 33.

[0045] As shownin FIGS. 5-6, each health monitoring
sensor node 35 can also include memory 47 coupled to
the processor 41 to store operating instructions and to
store data related to the parameters of interest. Such
data can be in the form of either raw sensor data or re-
duced form of the data such as, for example, a data struc-
ture summarizing the raw sensor data or summarizing
information analyzed from the raw data. If the data from
the sensor elements 43 is supplied in an analog form, a
sensor interface (not shown) located within or external
to the processor 41 can be used to prepare the sensor
signal/data for use by the processor 41. For example,
the sensor interface can include a signal conditioner, am-
plifier, automatic gain control, analog to digital converter,
and/or other active elements as known to those skilled
in the art. Each health monitoring sensor node 35 can
also include an antenna arrangement 49 coupled to the
processor 41 to receive data signals from a pass signals
to a data collector and/or one or more of the health mon-
itoring sensor nodes 35.

[0046] The system 30 can include one or more data
collectors or interrogators 37 in the form of a health mon-
itoring sensor node interrogator, for example, having a
transceiver positioned to request sensed parameter data
from each of a subset of the health monitoring sensor
nodes 35 and to receive requested sensed parameter
data therefrom. The transceiver of each data collector or
interrogator 37 can also transmit or otherwise relay a
periodic time synchronization message to each associ-
ated health monitoring sensor nodes 35 to allow update
of a respective "software clock." Note, according to an
embodiment of the system 30, where the system 30 in-
cludes a plurality of data collectors or interrogators 37,
at least one of the data collectors or interrogators 37 can
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be one of the health monitoring sensor nodes 35. The
system 30 can also include a central computer 39 in com-
munication with each data collector or interrogator 37,
also having a processor and memory coupled to the proc-
essor to store requested data and operating instructions
therein to compile or collect data to thereby provide for
monitoring and managing the health of the structure 31.
[0047] Each health monitoring sensor node 35 can in-
clude parameter processing program product 61 stored
in memory 47 which includes instructions that when ex-
ecuted by the processor 41 perform the various opera-
tions described below. According to an embodiment of
the presentinvention, a portion of the parameter process-
ing program product 61 can also be stored in memory of
the central computer 39 and/or in the memory of each
data collector or interrogator 37. Note, the program prod-
uct 61 can be in the form of microcode, programs, rou-
tines, and symbolic languages that provide a specific set
for sets of ordered operations that control the functioning
of the hardware and direct its operation, as known and
understood by those skilled in the art. The program prod-
uct 61 can be delivered on a single computer readable
medium or divided among multiple computer readable
media.

[0048] According to embodiment of the present inven-
tion, the parameter processing program product 61 can
include, for example, those instructions to perform the
operations of sensing parameters of a portion of a body
33 of a structure 31 by each of a plurality of health mon-
itoring sensor nodes 35. The instructions can also include
those to perform the operation of automatically sensing
parameter data through the sensor elements 43 in re-
sponse to an internal counter or timer (not shown) or
performing such sensing in response to an externally
generated request from the central computer 39, a data
collector 37, or another sensor node 35. The instructions
can also include those to perform the operations of col-
lectively analyzing the sensed parameter data from each
of the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes 35 by
either the central computer 39, a data collector 37, or one
or more of the sensor nodes 35, and correlating the
sensed parameter data from each of the health monitor-
ing sensor nodes 35 to detect a change in the special
correlating relationship, such as, for example, a change
in stress or stress distribution among nodes 35, spatially
and/or temporally, indicating onset of an incipient failure
of the structure and/or actual damage, e.g., crack in or
delamination of the structure 31, to thereby detect either
damage to or incipient failure of the portion of the body
33 of the structure 31 being monitored. The instructions
can also include those to perform the operation of infer-
ring a state of health of the structure 31 in response to
detection of the change in stress distribution and detect-
ing or otherwise determining a type, severity, and/or lo-
cation of damage to the structure 31 or incipient failure
thereof in response to the inference.

[0049] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, such as, for example, where either the power or
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bandwidth available to communicate is limited for each
of a plurality of groups of health monitoring sensor nodes
35, one of the health monitoring sensor nodes 35 can
perform the operations of gathering sensed parameters
from at least one other of the health monitoring sensor
nodes 35, collectively analyzing the sensed parameters
from the one of the health monitoring sensor nodes and
the at least one other health monitoring sensor node 35,
and/or performing the correlating, inferring, and detecting
steps, as described above.

[0050] The special correlative relationship can be ei-
ther spatial or temporal but his preferably both spatial
and temporal. As stated previously, a spatial aspect of
the special correlative relationship can be formed, for ex-
ample, by positioning the sensor elements 43 and/or sen-
sor nodes 35 on opposite sides of an axis of symmetry
45 of the body 33 of the structure 31, in a parallel plane
above or below the axis of symmetry 45 (see FIGS. 3-4),
and in multiple planes forming layers (not shown) extend-
ing away from the axis of symmetry 45.

[0051] With respectto the spatial relationship, accord-
ing to one embodiment of the system 30, the system 30
can know the relevant locations or spatial relationship of
the each of the health monitoring sensor nodes 35 and/or
associated sensor elements 43. That is, the relevant po-
sitions of the sensor elements 43 are known and the sys-
tem 30 knows how to correlate the data using the known
positions of the sensor elements 43. Such data can be
stored, for example, in the memory of the central com-
puter 39 as part of installation or repair of the sensor
elements 43/sensor nodes 35 or can be downloaded dur-
ing a setup process. For example, the body 33 of the
structure 31 can be fabricated to have the sensor ele-
ments 43 and sensor nodes 35 in predetermined posi-
tions throughout the body 33, or can have the positions
recorded during installation, reinstallation, or repair, or
as part of a post installation mapping of the sensor ele-
ments 43 and sensor nodes 35.

[0052] According to another embodiment of the sys-
tem 30, one sensor node 35 for each group of health
monitoring sensor nodes 35 knows or can be provided
the relative position of the other sensor nodes 35 and/or
associated sensor elements 43. Such data can be stored,
forexample, inthe memory 47 of one or more preselected
sensor nodes 35 as part of installation or repair of the
sensor elements 43 and sensor nodes 35 or can be down-
loaded during a setup process. Additionally, one sensor
node 35 for each group of health monitoring sensor nodes
35 can discover, through a self-discovery methodology,
the relative position of one or more of the other sensor
nodes 35 and/or associated sensor elements 43. For ex-
ample, the sensor nodes 35 can be deployed in pairs and
can correlate the data between each other. In such em-
bodiment, one master sensor node 35 for each pair re-
ceives data from the other slave sensor node 35, per-
forms computations locally, and transmits any change in
correlating data to the data collectors 37 or directly to the
central computer 39. In such embodiment, the sensor
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node pairs can each appear to the central computer 39
as a single sensor node 35.

[0053] According to another embodiment of the sys-
tem 30, the system 30 need not know where the sensor
elements 43 are, but each of the sensor elements 43 are
positioned in a fixed relationship. As perhaps best shown
in FIG. 8, using the illustrated levels of strain as an ex-
ample parameter of interest on a cantilevered beam, e.g.,
an aircraft wing, by measuring strain at a first sensor el-
ement 53 positioned on upper side of the axis of symme-
try 45 during a known the event defining a known impulse,
e.g., engine run up, aircraft taxi, or initial takeoff, the
amount of tension detected by the first sensor element
53 can be used to determine the approximate location of
the first sensor element 53 with respect to the axis of
symmetry 45. Such known impulses can provide a dis-
tinct signature which can be used to establish or deter-
mine the special correlative relationship between two or
more nodes with respect to each other so that the sensor
nodes 35 provide not only, e.g., strain, but relationships
of strain, thus making the actual value or scale value less
important.

[0054] Similarly, by measuring strain, for example, at
a second sensor element 55 positioned on the opposite/
lower side of the axis of symmetry 45 during the known
impulse, the amount of compression detected by the sec-
ond sensor element 55 can be used to determine the
approximate location of the second sensor element 55
with respect to the axis of symmetry 45. Even if a pair of
sensor elements 43 are on the same side of the axis of
symmetry 45, by determining the relative amount of
strain, a relative planner distance between sensor ele-
ments 43 can be readily determined. That is, as the sen-
sor elements 43 get closer to or further away from the
axis of symmetry 45, the relationship should be either
increasing or decreasing depending on whether the sen-
sor element position is closer to or further away from that
axis of symmetry 45. Additionally, by detecting whether
the sensor elements 53, 55, are in tension or compres-
sion during the known impulse, the system 30 can readily
determine that the sensor elements 53, 55 and/or asso-
ciated sensor nodes 35 are on opposite sides of the axis
of symmetry 45, so that the system 30 need not know
the exact position of the sensor elements 43, but rather
just that they are spatially correlated.

[0055] .As perhaps best shown in FIGS. 7 and 9, in-
plane spatial separation describing the special correla-
tive relationship can be determined using such known
impulses. For example, as shown in FIG. 9, illustrated is
a displacement curve 71 indicating displacement of the
free end of a cantilevered beam of FIG. 7 representing
the structure 31 and a strain distribution curve 73 indi-
cating a strain distribution along a plane centered upon
the tension (upper) portion of the cantilevered beam. As
is illustrated, the farther away from the axis of symmetry
45, the higher the level of strain that would be experi-
enced by sensor elements 43 positioned along such
plane. For example, each sensor elements 43 in the
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same plane on the tension side but at different distances
from the fixed end of the cantilevered beam would expe-
rience either a generally linear (as shown) or non-linear
increase in strain defining the special correlative relation-
ship. That is, the special correlative relationship can be
the functional behavior of the strain distribution curve,
e.g., increase of the linearity. Knowing the strain distri-
bution for the known impulse, either the central computer
39, data collector or collectors 37, and one or more of
the health monitoring sensor nodes 35 can analyze the
strain distribution and at least determine the special cor-
relative relationship between adjacent sensor nodes 35
(sensor elements 43). Additionally, according to some
configurations, the system 30 can determine the actual
physical position of the sensor elements 43.

[0056] The parameter processing program product 61
can also include instructions to perform the operation of
detecting or otherwise determining a change in the spe-
cial correlating relationship, such as, for example, a
change in stress or stress distribution among nodes 35,
spatially and/or temporally, indicating onset of an incipi-
ent failure of the structure and/or actual damage, e.g.,
crack in or delamination of the structure 31. This can be
accomplished by comparing the detected strain distribu-
tion with that determined with respectto aknownimpulse,
as described above. For example, if multiple sensor el-
ements 43 spaced at different distances experience a
linear increase in strain as a function of distance, i.e., a
straight line can be drawn between them, a discontinuity
inthatline, e.g., ananomaly at one ofthe sensor elements
43, would be indicative of failure. Thus, if the system 30
includes a collection of sensor nodes 35 having sensor
elements 43 positioned along the line of the body 33 of
the structure 31, a change or disturbance in the strain
distribution along the cantilevered beam would be indic-
ative of either damage or incipient failure. Correspond-
ingly, a progressive change or a sudden disturbance in
the strain distribution as a function of time would be in-
dicative of incipient failure and sudden damage, respec-
tively. Beneficially, analyzing deviations in the trend, it-
self, spatially and/or temporally, provide an indication of
a failure without need to know numerically the actual val-
ues describing the trend.

[0057] Inresponse to detection of the change in stress
distribution, the system 30 can infer a state of health of
the structure 31. The system 30, through the parameter
processing program product 61, can detect or otherwise
determine a type of damage or incipient failure from the
spatial and/or temporal anomaly or deviation in the strain
distribution, a severity of the damage or incipient failure
from the magnitude of the anomaly and/or number of
sensor elements 43 or area of the structure 31 experi-
encing the anomaly or deviation in the strain distribution,
and/or location of damage to the structure 31 or incipient
failure thereof determined from the analysis performed
during implementation of the known impulse, described
above, and from analyzing which sensor elements 43 are
experiencing the anomaly or deviation in the strain dis-
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tribution.

[0058] When the structure 31, for example, is an air-
craftwing, such damage that can be detected caninclude
that from a birdstrike, battle damage, and other forms of
impact damage or catastrophic structural failure known
to those skilled in the art. The incipient failure can include
delamination, crack formation, or other progressive fail-
ures known to those skilled in the art. FIGS. 10-17 are
shown to provide an indication of unique properties in-
dicative of the various types of failures. For example,
FIGS. 10-13illustrate a strain distribution detected using
embedded sensors 43 in a bending condition (see FIGS.
10-11) and in a tension condition (see FIGS. 12-13).
FIGS. 14-17 illustrate a strain distribution detected using
non-embedded sensors 43 in a bending condition (see
FIGS. 14-15) and in a tension condition (see FIGS.
16-17). By analyzing the distribution for the parameter of
interest, e.g., strain distribution, the category of the spe-
cial correlative relationship can be determined which can
then provide the type, location, and/or severity of damage
or incipient failure of the structure 31. Note, the system
30 would require more complex sensing techniques to
accomplish such functions if the data from each sensor
element 43 were to be viewed independently.

[0059] As shown in FIGS. 10-11, and 14-15, a crack
81, delamination 83, or a combination thereof developing
in a cantilevered structure, e.g., aircraft wing, due to a
bending force M will result in identifiable stress signa-
tures. Thatis, as shownin FIGS. 11 and 15, as the carbon
fibers, for example, began to break on the bottom of the
structure 31 and delaminate, a deviant compressive
strain at the top and a deviant tensile strain at the bottom
will develop. According to an embodiment of the present
invention, this signature cannot be obtained by just by
viewing the output of sensor elements 43 on either the
top or the bottom. Beneficially, by determining the strain
on both the top and bottom of the structure 31, the strain
distribution may show anomalies indicating onset of an
incipient failure, e.g., a developing or growing crack or a
delamination, prior to such failure. A similar result is
achieved through detecting other unique signatures as-
sociated with incipient failure, e.g., a developing crack or
delamination, resulting from a tension force P as illus-
trated in FIGS. 12-13 and 16-17. For example, as illus-
trated, if the top and the bottom of the structure 31 are
under tension force P and a crack begins to develop in
the lower portion of the structure 31, the lower portion of
the structure 31 will experience an area of higher stress
due to the developing crack and an area of reduced less
stress adjacent the crack 81.

[0060] The parameter processing program product 61
can also include instructions to perform the operation of
triggering an alarm in response to the change in stress
distribution. The system 30 can provide enhanced dam-
age or failure notification over that available merely by
providing an alert based on individual nodes experienc-
ing a threshold level of the parameter of interest, e.g.,
strain. For example, a delamination can resultin a stress
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that in and of itself may not be high enough to trigger any
threshold alarm in the system 30. By determining the
stress experienced by a first sensor element 43 of a sen-
sor node 35 as compared to that of a neighboring sensor
element 43/sensor node 35, a jump in the stress distri-
bution experienced by the sensor elements 43 can be
detected which can allow for triggering an alarm at a
much lower threshold value.

[0061] The parameter processing program product 61
can also include instructions to perform the operation of
determining operational parameter limitations of the
structure 31 in response to detection of damage to or
incipient failure of the structure 31. For example, where
the structure 31 is an aircraft wing or other portion of an
aircraft, in response to determining the existence of dam-
age or incipient failure, the system 30 can provide the
pilot with an optimized flight envelope or profile to impede
or reduce the risk of catastrophic failure. That is, during
operational employment of the aircraft, in response to
detection of the damage or incipient failure, the system
30 can provide the pilot a reduced maximum airspeed
and reduced acceleration limitations, recommend opti-
mum or safe flight profiles, and/or lock-out unsafe flight
maneuvers.

[0062] As described previously, according to embodi-
ments of the present invention, the special correlative
relationship between sensor elements 43 and/or sensor
nodes 35 is a function of time, and thus, can include a
temporal component, i.e., atime correlation of the special
correlative relationship. In addition, the set of nodes 35
that are in correlative relationship can change as a func-
tion of time. Moreover different relationships can use a
different sub-set of nodes 35. The time correlation of the
special correlation can provide a time trending aspect to
the analysis of the parameters of interest, e.g., strain,
and the resulting strain distribution. That is, strain can be
recorded or otherwise detected by the sensor nodes 35
in a time-synchronized fashion so that system 30 can
compare the correlative relationship of all the sensor
nodes 35 or preselected groups thereof, and an analysis
of how that relationship changes over time can be per-
formto determine or detectdisturbances as they deviated
from that expected over time. Even if the system 30 can-
notor is not set to determine the actual strain distribution,
by resolving the correlateable relationship over time, the
system 30 can nevertheless detect indications of struc-
tural failure.

[0063] According to an embodiment of the present in-
vention, an active synchronization process can be per-
formed wirelessly with all sensor nodes 35 or individual
groups of sensor nodes 35 taking periodic readings at
the same time. The central computer 39, data collectors
37, and/or sensor nodes 35 can be configured so that
each sensor node 35 or group of associated sensor
nodes 35 are synchronized, e.g., phase locked, with each
other. According to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a special message, e.g., time synchronization mes-
sage data packet numbered in sequence, is periodic
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transmitted to the associated sensor nodes 35 or groups
of sensor nodes 35. For example, every 256 message
clock cycles (messages), the time synchronization mes-
sage data packet can be provided to each sensor node
35 or to a selected group of sensor nodes 35. Due to the
synchronization process, the time synchronization be-
tween sensor nodes 35 does not begin wondering with
respect to each other sensor node 35. Further, benefi-
cially, employing such synchronization process negates
the need to rely on internal clocks, e.g., real-time clocks
or other means for providing actual date and/or time,
which may start drifting.

[0064] FIG. 18 illustrates an example synchronization
process whereby every 100 clock cycles (one second),
a synchronization message is provided to a sensor node
35 which performs a phase error calculation and adjusts
its derived software clock to be faster or slower to main-
tain a phase lock between sensor nodes 35. According
to a preferred configuration, the data packet includes a
sample or message sequence number so that when a
sensor node 35 provides the collected data, the system
30 can deduce that every other sensor node 35 in the
system or group of sensor nodes 35 having the same
message sequence number collected data at the same
time. According to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, this time synchronization process can be initiated
either on startup of the central computer 39 or a pre-
specified event such as, for example, detection of aircraft
movement, etc.

[0065] Due to the wireless environment, the time syn-
chronization messages may or may not arrive. For ex-
ample, message arrival sequence may be message
number 1, 2, 3, skip 4, 5, 6, etc. In the simplest configu-
ration, the time synchronization message count can roll
over every 256 message clock cycles, thus, only one byte
of the data packet is required to provide the message
count. In such configuration, the time synchronization
process assumes that a functioning sensor node 35 will
not miss all 256 time synchronization messages. Bene-
ficially, according to such configuration, the sensor nodes
35 need not know relative time, but merely can perform
parameter reads in relative sequence and associate such
data with a corresponding data packetincluding the same
sequence number which can be assumed to have been
taken approximately at the same time. That s, the central
computer 39, for example, can associate all message
packets having a message sequence number of, e.g.,
00010001, with all others having to same message se-
quence number to thereby provide the temporal correla-
tion of the special correlative relationship. Note, accord-
ing to an alternative configuration, the sensor nodes 35
can be configured to provide absolute time rather than
relative time.

[0066] It is important to note that while embodiments
of the present invention have been described in the con-
text of a fully functional system, those skilled in the art
will appreciate that the mechanism of the present inven-
tion and/or aspects thereof are capable of being distrib-
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uted in the form of a computer readable medium of in-
structions in a variety of forms for execution on a proc-
essor, processors, or the like, and that the present inven-
tion applies equally regardless of the particular type of
signal bearing media used to actually carry out the dis-
tribution. Examples of computer readable media include
but are not limited to: nonvolatile, hard-coded type media
such as read only memories (ROMs), CD-ROMs, and
DVD-ROMs, or erasable, electrically programmable read
only memories (EEPROMS), recordable type media such
as floppy disks, hard disk drives, CD-R/RWs, DVD-
RAMs, DVD-R/RWs, DVD+R/RWs, flash drives, and oth-
er newer types of memories, and transmission type me-
dia such as digital and analog communication links. For
example, such media can include both operating instruc-
tions and instructions related to the parameter process-
ing program product 61 described above and much of
the method steps described below.

[0067] Embodiments of the present invention include
methods to monitor the structural health of a structure
31. As shown in FIG. 19, according to an embodiment of
the present invention, a method can include the steps of
positioning a plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes
35 including sensor elements 43 at spatially related or
complementary positions on or within a body 33 of a
structure 31 to form a special correlative relationship
(block 101), and periodically sensing parameters of a por-
tion of the body 33 of the structure 31 by each of the
health monitoring sensor nodes 35 through the sensor
elements 43 (block 103) either automatically in response
to an internal count or in response to a request data mes-
sage. The method can include gathering sensed param-
eter data from each health monitoring sensor node 35 or
selected subsets or groups thereof (block 105), and de-
tecting or otherwise determining a change in stress dis-
tribution among nodes describing onset of an incipient
failure of the structure 31 and/or detecting a variation in
stress between at least a pair of sensor nodes 35 (sensor
elements 43) describing damage to the structure 31
(block 107).

[0068] The method further caninclude the steps of cor-
relating the sensed parameter data from the sensor
nodes 35 in space and/or time (block 109) to infer a state
of health of the structure 31 (block 111 ) to thereby detect
a type, severity, and/or location of damage to the struc-
ture 31 or to detect incipient failure thereof (block 113).
The method can also include the steps of triggering an
alarm responsive to the change in stress distribution
(block 115), and where the structure 31 is an aircraft
structural component, determining an optimized flight en-
velope during flight in response to in-flight detection of
damage to or incipient failure of the structure 31 (block
117).

[0069] still further, the method can include the steps
of employing a network time synchronization process to
correctatime sampling phase error in each of the plurality
of health monitoring sensor nodes 35. The time synchro-
nization process can include providing a periodic time
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synchronization message to each of the health monitor-
ing sensor nodes 35 and updating a derived software
clock within each sensor node 35 in response to the time
synchronization message to phase-lock the sensor
nodes 35. As described previously, such process ne-
gates the need for a real-time clock and allows for tem-
porally correlating data based on the process which in-
cludes providing sensed or process data along with a
message sequence number.

[0070] Theinvention has several advantages. Embod-
iments of the present invention provide a multi-sensor
structural health monitoring system that can address
problems of multi-sensor distributed monitoring or control
systems in which multiple nodes have sensors, and can
address issues dealing w/insitu identification of failures
in composite materials. Advantageously, the data from
the sensors can be correlated in time as well as in space.
This data synchronization can allow for a more complete
view of the health of the structure. Embodiments of the
presentinvention also enable a monitoring or control sys-
tem to view the data from the various nodes in a time and
space correlated manner in order to perform functions
that otherwise would be difficult if not impossible to per-
form, or would require more complex sensing techniques
to accomplish if the data from each sensor/node were to
be viewed independently.

[0071] Embodiments of the present invention provide
a system for correlating the data which can allow for de-
tecting various types of failures in composite materials,
for example, in-plane delamination or transverse crack-
ing, which form part of a larger multi-node health moni-
toring system such as, for example, the system described
in U.S. Patent Application Number 11/286,792 by
Andarawis, et al. titled "System to Monitor the Health of
a Structure, Sensor Nodes, Program Product," incorpo-
rated herein by reference in its entirety. Sensor nodes
can be spatially placed at related or complementary po-
sitions and time synchronization can be used to further
deduce damage data. Advantageously, embodiments of
the present invention can include an array of sensor
nodes that collect data in a spatially correlated manner
which can be used to map the stress/strain field of a com-
posite panel or structure that is not otherwise easily ob-
tained. Through comparisons at various locations, iden-
tification of failures and impeding conditions are possible.
Advantageously, embodiments of the system can elimi-
nate the need for clock distribution networks that may
require inter-node wiring, or complex, power intensive
communication schemes.

[0072] Embodiments of the present invention can pro-
vide a completely passive monitoring system. According
to an embodiment no external actuation is required be-
sides the structure’s natural vibration or energy. Embod-
iments of the present invention also provide an ability to
detect damage and identify a failure location without re-
moving panels. Further, advantageously, detection of
failure is possible in a field or operational/environment.

[0073] In the drawings and specification, there have
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been disclosed a typical preferred embodiment of the
invention, and although specific terms are employed, the
terms are used in a descriptive sense only and not for
purposes of limitation. The invention has been described
in considerable detail with specific reference to these il-
lustrated embodiments. It will be apparent, however, that
various modifications and changes can be made within
the spirit and scope of the invention as described in the
foregoing specification. For example, much of the focus
of the illustrated embodiments was on detecting strain
distribution, other parameters of interest such as, for ex-
ample, temperature and pressure or others known to
those skilled in the art are within the scope of the present
invention.

Claims
1. A structural health monitoring system comprising:

a structure to be monitored having a body; and
a plurality of separate and spaced apart health
monitoring sensor nodes, each connected to or
embedded within the body of the structure to
monitor data related to parameters of a portion
of the body of the structure, each node including
a sensor element to sense parameters of a re-
spective portion of the body of the structure to
define sensed parameters, at least one of the
plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes spa-
tially positioned along the body of structure at a
related or a complementary location to that of
the at least one other of the plurality of health
monitoring sensor nodes to form a special cor-
relative relationship therebetween.

2. The system as definedin claim 1, further comprising:

a data collector having a transceiver positioned
to gather sensed parameter data from each of
the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes;
a central computer in communication with the
data collector and having a processor and mem-
ory coupled to the processor to receive sensed
parameter data; and

parameter processing program product stored
in the memory of central computer and including
instructions that when executed by the central
computer processor perform the operations of
collectively analyzing the sensed parameter da-
ta from each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes and spatially correlating the
sensed parameter data from each of the plurality
of health monitoring sensor nodes to infer a state
of health of the structure to thereby provide dam-
age and incipient failure detection.

3. The system as defined in claim 2, wherein the pa-
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rameter processing program product includes in-
structions to perform the operations of:

providing a periodic time synchronization mes-
sage to each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes; and

temporally correlating the spatially correlated
sensed parameter data.

The system as defined in claim 2,

wherein each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes includes an internal counter to deter-
mine when to sense parameters of a respective por-
tion of the body of the structure; and

wherein the parameter processing program product
includes instructions to perform the operations of:

forming a network time synchronization data
packet, and

transmitting the network time synchronization
data packetto each of the plurality of health mon-
itoring sensor nodes to thereby provide for timer
phase error correction in each of the plurality of
health monitoring sensor nodes.

The system as defined in claim 1,

wherein the body of the structure includes an axis of
symmetry;

wherein the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes includes a plurality of spatially paired health
monitoring sensor nodes; and

wherein each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor node pairs are located on opposite sides of
an axis of symmetry to establish the special correl-
ative relationship.

The system as defined in claim 5,

wherein each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor node pairs has a separate communication
link to share information; and

wherein only one of the nodes of each node pair
transmits the correlated data to a central computer
or data collector.

The system as definedin claim 1, wherein the sensed
parameters include stress, and wherein the system
further comprises:

a central computer in communication with the
data collector and having a processor and mem-
ory coupled to the processor to receive sensed
parameter data; and

parameter processing program product stored
in the memory of at least one of a central com-
puter or one of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes each having a processor and in-
cluding instructions that when executed by the
respective processor perform the operations of
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collectively analyzing the sensed parameter da-
ta from each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes, correlating the sensed parameter
data from each of the plurality of health monitor-
ing sensor nodes to detect a change in stress
distribution among nodes describing onset of an
incipient failure of the structure, inferring a state
of health of the structure responsive to detection
of the change in stress distribution, and trigger-
ing an alarm responsive to the change in stress
distribution.

The system as defined in claim 7, wherein the struc-
ture is a mobile structure, and wherein the system
is adapted to perform data acquisition during oper-
ational movement of the structure.

The system as defined in claim 8, wherein no exter-
nal excitation is required other than natural vibration
energy inherentwithin the body of the structure when
operationally employed to provide each health mon-
itoring sensor node data indicating damage to or in-
cipient failure of the structure.

The system as defined in claim 2, wherein the data
collector is the one of the plurality of health monitor-
ing sensor nodes.

A multi-node sensor system to monitor the structural
health of a structure, the system comprising:

a structure to be monitored having a body;

a plurality of separate and spaced apart health
monitoring sensor nodes each connected to or
embedded within the body of the structure to
monitor data related to parameters of a portion
of the body of the structure, each node including
a sensor element to sense parameters of a re-
spective portion of the body of the structure to
define sensed parameters, a processor coupled
to the sensor element to receive sensed param-
eters, and memory coupled to the processor to
store data and operating instructions therein, at
least one of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes spatially positioned along the
body of structure at a related or a complemen-
tary location to that of at least one other of the
plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes to
form a special correlative relationship therebe-
tween;

a data collector having a transceiver positioned
to gather sensed parameter data from each of
the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes
and to transmit a periodic time synchronization
message to each of the plurality of health mon-
itoring sensor nodes; and

a central computer in communication with the
data collector and having a processor and mem-
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ory coupled to the processor to store requested
data and operating instructions therein.

The system as defined in claim 11, further compris-
ing parameter processing program product stored in
the memory of central computer and including in-
structions that when executed by the central com-
puter processor perform the operations of:

collectively analyzing the sensed parameter da-
ta from each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes;

correlating the sensed parameter data from
each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes in both space and time;

inferring a state of health of the structure respon-
sive to the correlation; and

determining at least one of the following: a type,
severity, and location of damage to the structure
or incipient failure thereof responsive to the in-
ference.

The system as defined in claim 11, further compris-
ing parameter processing program product stored in
the memory of one of the plurality of health monitor-
ing sensor nodes and including instructions that
when executed by the respective processor perform
the operations of:

gathering sensed parameters from at least one
other of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes;

collectively analyzing the sensed parameters
from the one of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes and the at least one other of the
plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes;
correlating the sensed parameter data in both
space and time;

inferring a state of health of the structure respon-
sive to the correlation; and

detecting at least one of the following: a type,
severity, and location of damage to the structure
or incipient failure thereof responsive to the in-
ference.

The system as defined in claim 11,

wherein the body of the structure includes an axis of
symmetry;

wherein the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes includes a plurality of spatially paired health
monitoring sensor nodes; and

wherein each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor node pairs are located on opposite sides of
an axis of symmetry to establish the special correl-
ative relationship.

The system as defined in claim 11, wherein the
sensed parameters include stress, and wherein the
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system further comprises parameter processing pro-
gram product stored in the memory of at least one
of the central computer or one of plurality of health
monitoring sensor nodes and including instructions
that when executed by the respective processor per-
form the operations of:

collectively analyzing the sensed parameter da-
ta from each of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes;

correlating the sensed parameter data from
each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes to detect a change in stress distribution
among nodes describing onset of an incipient
failure of the structure; and

inferring a state of health of the structure respon-
sive to detection of the change in stress distri-
bution.

The system as defined in claim 15, wherein the struc-
ture is an aircraft, and wherein the parameter
processing program product further includes instruc-
tions to perform the operation of determining an op-
timized flight envelope responsive to detection of
damage to or incipient failure of the structure.

The system as defined in claim 12, wherein the pa-
rameter processing program product further in-
cludes instructions to perform the operation of em-
ploying a network time synchronization process to
correct a time sampling phase error in each of the
plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes including
providing the periodic time synchronization message
to each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes.

A method to monitor the structural health of a struc-
ture, the method comprising:

positioning a plurality of health monitoring sen-
sor nodes at spatially related or complementary
positions along a body of a structure to form a
special correlative relationship;

sensing parameters of a portion of the body of
the structure by each of a plurality of health mon-
itoring sensor nodes;

gathering sensed parameter data from each of
the plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes;
and

correlating the sensed parameter data from
each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes in both space and time to infer a state of
health of the structure to thereby detect at least
one of the following: a type, severity, and loca-
tion of damage to the structure or to detect in-
cipient failure thereof.

19. A method as defined in claim 18, further comprising
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24

the step of employing data synchronization between
each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes to provide an enhanced view of the health of
the structure, the data synchronization including per-
forming synchronized data acquisition by each one
ofthe plurality of health monitoring sensor nodes with
at least one other of the plurality of health monitoring
sensor nodes.

A method as defined in claim 18, further comprising
the step of employing a network time synchronization
process to correct a time sampling phase error in
each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes, the time synchronization process including
providing a periodic time synchronization message
to each of the plurality of health monitoring sensor
nodes.

A method as defined in claim 18, wherein the sensed
parameters include stress, and wherein the method
further comprises the steps of:

detecting a change in stress distribution among
nodes describing onset of an incipient failure of
the structure; and
triggering an alarm responsive to the change in
stress distribution.

A method as defined in claim 18, wherein the sensed
parameters include stress, and wherein the method
further comprises the steps of:

detecting a variation in stress between a pair of
nodes describing damage to the structure; and
triggering an alarm responsive to the change in
stress distribution.

A method as defined in claim 18, wherein the struc-
ture is an aircraft, and wherein the method further
comprises the step of determining an optimized flight
envelope during flight responsive to in-flight detec-
tion of damage to or incipient failure of the structure.
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Fig. 18
- Timer setting
Timer
/ at
Sample 100Hz
: ck
100Hz
counter
Time Phase
adjust error calc

Synch
Message

21



EP 1863 317 A2

Fig. 19 /701

Position health monitoring sensor nodes at spatially related or
complementary positions to form a special correlative relationship.
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Sense parameters of a portion of a body of a
structure by each health monitoring sensor node.
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Correlate the sensed parameter data from each of the
health monitoring sensor nodes in both space and time.
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Infer a state of health of the structure,
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Detect or determine a type, severity, and location
of damage to or incipient failure of the structure.
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the change in stress distribution.

117
/‘

Determine new operational profile.

22




EP 1863 317 A2
REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION
This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

* US 286792 A, Andarawis [0071]

23



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings

