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UNITED STATES 

14.70,291 

PATENT OFFICE. 
JOSEPE, SAWDON, OF QUINCY, ILYNOIS. 

DUPLEX ENVELOPE. 
Application filed Say 18, 1921, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JosepH SAwDoN, of 

Quincy, Adams County, Illinois, have in 
vented a certain new and useful Improve 
ment in Duplex Envelopes, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates to duplex envelopes 

of the kind in which a small compartment 
is provided for first-class mail matter which 
must be sealed, and a larger compartment 
is provided for printed or other matter 
which must be left unsealed. 

Generally stated, the object of the inven 
tion is to so differentiate the two compart 
ments from each other, by superficial shad 
ing, that the duplex character of the enve 
lope will be obvious. 
To these and other useful ends, the in 

vention consists in matters hereinafter set 
forth and claimed, and shown in the accom 
panying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a face view of a duplex enve 
lope embodying the principles of the inven 
tion. 

Figure 2 is a vertical section on line 2-2 
in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a horizontal section on line 
3-3 in Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a plan view, on a smaller 

scale, of the blank from which the larger 
compartment or body of the envelope is 
made. 

Figure 5 is a similar plan view of the 
blank from which the smaller compartment 
is made. 

Figure 6 is a view similar to Figure 1, but 
showing the front flap in raised position. 

Figure 7 is a rear view of the envelope, 
showing a portion of the back wall broken 
away to show the structure of the small 
compartment. 
As thus illustrated, the invention com 

prises a rectangular envelope having a front 
wall 1 and a back wall 2, sealed at 3, and 
provided at the other end with a flap 4 
having a string 5 to engage under the disk 
6 ordinarily provided for this purpose, 
thereby to close the envelope without seal 
ing it. A slot is formed in the front wall 
1, as shown, being a little wider at its mid 
dle than at the ends thereof. A sheet 8 
has fiaps 9 which are glued to the inner 
surface of the front wall, and an upper 
gummed flap 10 which extends through said 
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slot. A strip 11 is glued to the top portion 
of the sheet 8, and to the adjacent surface 
of the wall 1, inside the envelope. 
The paper sheet 8 and its flap 10 are, as 

shown, of a darker shade than the paper 
of the walls 1 and 2, and the outline of the 
Small compartment (which is on the face 
of the large compartment and within the 
rectangular area of the latter) is indicated 
on the outer surface of the envelope by a 
band 12 of color or of a dark shade which 

- will contrast sharply with the light outer 
surface of the envelope. In addition, the 
surface inside of said band 12 has a shade 
or color to match said band, as at 13, but 
of such area that a light band 14 is left 
between the band 12 and the shade 13 on 
the outer wall of the small compartment. 
Thus the small compartment is superficially 
differentiated from or contrasted with, by a 
different shade or color, the larger com 
partment, so that the duplex character of 
the envelope is quite obvious. The purpose 
of the envelope, and the fact that it con 
tains two classes of mail matter, are readily 
and instantly observed by the user and the 
post office employees, and by the person who 
receives the envelope. 

Postage for the letter in the small com 
partment is attached at 15, on the flap 10, 
and at 16 for the matter in the large com 
partment, but the whole thing forms, of 
course, a single piece of mail when trans 
mitted through the mails and when de 
livered to the person whose name and ad 
dress appear on the tinted or shaded front 
surface 13 of the small compartment, the 
one address thus serving for both kinds of 
mail. 
When the flap 10 is raised for the inser 

tion of the letter in the pocket or small 
compartment inside of the tinted or shaded 
area 13 of the envelope, the upper edge por 
tion 17 of the small compartment is rendered 
invisible, and the point of insertion of the 
letter is thus accentuated or made con 
spicuous, as said edge portion 17 is not 
shaded or tinted, but is left to correspond 
with the surface of the front wall 1 of the 
envelope, thus forming a light border or 
margin which contrasts sharply with the 
gray or blue or other shade of the sheet S 
and the shaded area 13 of the front wall 
of the envelope. The letter is simply insert 
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ed under or back of this light border 17 and 
into the small compartment, and the flap 
1) is then fastened in place to seal the small 
compartment. 
When the flap 10 is raised for the inser 

tion of the letter in the pocket or small 
compartment inside of the tinted or shaded 
area 13 of the envelope, the upper edge por 
tion 17 of the small compartment is ren 
dered visible, and the point of insertion of 
the letter is thus accentuated or made con 
spicuous, as said edge portion 17 is not 
shaded or tinted, but is left to correspond 
with the surface of the front wall 1 of the 
envelope, thus forming a light border or 
margin which contrasts sharply with the 
gray or blue or other shade of the sheet 8 
and the shaded area 13 of the front wall 
of the envelope. The letter is simply in 
serted under or back of this light border 
17 and into the small compartment, and the 
flap 10 is then fastened in place to seal the 
small compartment. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
1. A duplex envelope comprising a rela 

tively small compartment which has a shaded 
outer surface and which is adapted and in 
tended to be sealed after the insertion of a 
letter therein, and a relatively large come 
partment which has a differently shaded 
outer surface and which is arranged back 
of the small compartment, so that the small 
compartment which has an outer surface 
of one shade is on the front of the large 
compartment which has an outer surface 
of a different shade, and which large com 
partment is adapted to be left, open or un 
sealed at the hack of the envelope after the 
inclosure of printed matter or an article 
therein, the envelope having a single ad 
dressing space for both compartments on 
the face af the Small compartment, the two 
compartments being permanently united in 
one unitary structure, with the small com 
partment thus contrasting sharply with the 
face of the main envelope. 

2. A structure as specified in claim 1, 
said relatively small compartment being 
formed by a sheet applied to the inner sur 
face of the front wall of the envelope, said 
sheet being of a shade to match the super 
ficial shading of the small compartment 
and having a loose flap of the same shade, 
said envelope having a slot in its front 
wall through which said flap projects out 
wardly, so that after the letter is inserted 
through said slot into the relatively small 
compartment the flap may then be sealed 
by causing it to adhere to the outer sur 
face of the envelope, said small compart 
ment being disposed adjacent to the lower 
edge of the large compartment, and an 
inner retaining strip back of said flap to 
secure the sheet to the front wall of the 
envelope, the upper edge portion of the 
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smaller compartment having means serving 
as an indicator to show where to insert the 
letter and for that purpose being left un 
shaded to match the shade of the large 
compartment. m 

3. As duplex envelope comprising a plu 
rality of compartments for different arti 
cles, or for mail matter which is subject to 
different postal rates, and means consisting 
of a loose fiap of a distinct shade on the 
face of the envelope of a different shade for 

() 

5 

non-accessibly sealing at least one compart 
ment of the same shade, another compart 
ment of said different shade being adapted 
to be left open or accessibly closed for mail 
matter which is not to be sealed, the con 
tents of the unsealed compartment being 
removable without opening the sealed com 
partment, whereby things subject to dif 
ferent postal rates occupy different sepa 
rate compartments which indicate different 
classes of mail in one and the same en 
velope structure, the entire sealed compart 
ment and its flap being differentiated sharply 
from the unsealed compartment by the dif 
ferent shading on the face of the main en 
velope, so that one address applied to the 
sealed compartment is sufficient for both 
kinds of mail matter, and with the total 
postage all on the front of the envelope but 
separately applied to each compartment. 

4. A duplex envelope comprising a rela 
tively large rectangular compartment of a 
distinct shade for printed matter, or for other 
mail matter less than first class, and a rela 
tively small letter compartment of a dif 
ferent shade on the front of said large 
compartment, contrasting therewith to in 
dicate two classes of mail, and so that one 
address applied to the superficially differ 
entiated small compartment is sufficient for 
both kinds of mail matter, with a flap on 
the rear side or back of the envelope for 
accessibly closing the large compartment, 
and a flap on the face or front side of the 
envelope for sealing the small compartment, 
the rectangular outline of the small com 
partment appearing immediately outside of 
the edges of said different shade on the face 
of the envelope. 

5. A duplex envelope comprising a rela 
tively large rectangular compartment of a 
distinct shade for holding mail matter less 
than first class, a relatively small rectangu 
lar compartment of a different shade for a 
letter on the front of said large compart 
ment, the smaller compartment thus super 
ficially differentiated from the other sur 
face of the envelope being entirely within 
the area of the larger compartment, con 
trasting therewith to indicate two classes 
of mail, and so that one address applied to 
the smaller compartment is sufficient for 
both kinds of mail matter, the two com 
partments being inseparable, means to ac 
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cessibly close the larger compartment, and 
a loose fiap on the face of the envelope for 
non-accessibly sealing the smaller compart 
ment after the insertion of the letter 
therein. 

6. In a duplex envelope for mailing pur 
poses, a relatively iarge compartment, hav 
ing the front wall thereof formed with a 
slot, a sheet secured inside said compart 
ment and having a sealing flap extending 
through said slot, forming a smalier coin 
partment, said wall and sheet being of 
paper of contrasting shades, so that the 
flap is conspicuous on the front of the en 
velope, said wall being tinted outside to 
match the shade of said flap and to outline 
the small compartment and to indicate the 
duplex character of the envelope, with the 
postage separately applied to each compart 
ment, and with one address within said 
tinted area for the entire envelope. 

7. In a duplex enveiope for mailing pur 
poses, a relatively large compartment having 
the front wall thereof formed with a slot, 
a sheet inside said compartment to form a 
smaller compartment, with the outer surface 
of said front, wail tinted to outline the 
smaller compartment and to indicate the 
duplex character of the envelope, and a 
sealing flap of a shade to natch said inted 
surface and adapted for closing said siot, 
with a single address for the envelope with 

in said tinted area, and with separate post 
age for each coapartment. 

8. In a duplex envelope, the combination 
of a large envelope of one color or shade 
with a flap and space of another color or 
shade indicating a smailer envelope. 

9. A duplex envelope as specified in 
claim 8, said flap being made of paper of 
the desired color or shade, and said space 
being inted to match said fiap, with means 
on said flap to indicate first class postage 
for the ietter in the small envelope, aind 
means on the large envelope to indicate 
postage for mail matter of a lower class 
therein, so hat, the postage for the two 
classes of mail matter is separately ap 
plied, said tinted space being for the single 
address with which the duplex envelope is 
provided when deposited in the mail, where 
by the address and postage are all on one 
and the same side of the duplex envelope. 

10. A combination two-compartment en 
velope formed to provide a main coinpart 
inent for third or fourth-class matter and a 
letter compartment disposed upon the front 
of the envelope and having a sealing flap, 
the ironi, face of the combined envelope for 
the area of the ietier compartment being 
colored differently from the remainder of 
the front, face of the envelope. 
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