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This invention relates to racks for cloth articles such
as ties, towels, hotpan holders, etc. or hard or rigid
articles such as tooth brushes, pencils, and the like; and
has for its principal object to make them secure in storage
and readily detached for use.

Generally speaking, this is accomplished by providing
oppositely arranged bars or strips of resilient material
between which the articles are readily inserted and se-
curely made fast by the inherent gripping action of the
material.

The accompanying drawings show the preferred em-
bodiments, in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a simple form;

Fig. 2 is a cross-section on the line 2—2 of Fig. 1;
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openings 27 to receive screws or the like for fastening to
a support.

By fastening the top and bottom to the back at inter-
mediate points or all along the contacting surfaces, a very
rigid frame is provided that will resist distortion in service
for a long period. ] .

It is contemplated that the frames will be made out of
light, molded materials (commonly called plastics) which
are easily produced in-a variety of colors, etc., to fit in
with the decoration notions of the purchaser. :

In many instances, a single. strip of resilient material

" opposed to one side of the frame will afford the appropri-

15

20

25

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a somewhat more rugged -

form; and . :

Fig. 4 is a cross-section on the line 4—4 of Fig. 3.

But these diagrammatic drawings and the correspond-
ing description are for the purpose of illustrative dis-
closure only, and are not intended to impose unnecessary
limitations on the claims. _

Fig. 1 shows a simple form of rack including a back
side 10, a front side 11 connected by spacers 12 forming
an oblong frame. Attached to each side 10 and 11 and
substantially filling the space between them is a strip 13
of resilient material, the two substantially filling the space
between the parts of the frame and cemented to them.

The frame may be made of any sort of material—for
example, wood put together by metal fasteners and glue
14.

The back side 10 is shown slightly longer than the
front side, and the projecting portions 15 are provided
‘with openings 16 to receive screws for fastening the rack
o a shelf, wall or the like. )

The resilient material 13 may beof great variety, but
in the forms found most satisfactory in use they are strips
©of so-called sponge rubber, which is a rubber-like com-
position expanded with a cellular structure and cut or
molded into blocks or strips. The cells are ordinarily
at random, forming a sort of labyrinth, and the material
is easily compressed but quickly recovers when the pres-
sure is removed. For that reason, when used for the
strips 13 a tie folded is easily tucked between them and
quickly gripped by the inherent action of the rubber.

In the form shown in Fig. 3, there is a back side 20,
top side 21, bottom side 22, and spacers. 23 secured to-
gether and forming a frame receiving the strips 25 of
resilient material. The back side has projections 26 with
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ate gripping action, but opposed strips or pieces are pre-
ferred; - While the drawings illustrate the device em-
ployed as a tie rack, it will be appreciated that our rack
may be employed to support a variety of other cloth
articles; moreover, we have found that rigid articles of
relatively small size, such as pencils, and articles with
rigid handles, such as tooth brushes,. may be supported
by our rack by inserting the rigid ends thereof between
the strips of resilient material.

We claim:

1. "An article supporting rack comprising an elongated
rectangular frame including a pair of relatively long
longitudinal side pieces and a pair of relatively short end
pieces connecting the longitudinal side pieces, outwardly
extending portions projecting from the ends of the frame
adapted to be penetrated by fastening means for mounting

the rack in generally horizontal position against a wall

or other vertical surface, and a pair of separate strips of
sponge rubber substantially rectangular in cross section
substantially filling the frame, one strip being secured to
each of the-inside surfaces of the longitudinal side pieces

- of the frame, said strips having the major portions of their

inner surfaces disposed in closely spaced parallelism and
each strip having the junctures of its said inner surface
and each exposed outer surface right angular thereto
beveled so that the strips combine to provide a narrow
slit extending substantially the full length of the frame -
and having flaring lips opening on each outer surface
adapted for the ready insertion of small articles to be
held in gripping engagement by the opposed inner surfaces
of the strips. i

2. The combination claimied in claim. 1 in which the
plane of the slit is parallel to the plane of the outwardly
extending portions projecting from the ends of the frame
so that the slit lies in a vertical plane when the rack is
mounted on a wall or other vertical surface.
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