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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A closure having low profile printing formed by em-
bossing the letters and debossing the area surrounding
the letters. The letters forming the printing on the closure
are embossed or raised only a slight distance above the
plane of the background. To give the letters the appear-
ance of a greater height a debossing channel is placed
around the periphery of the letters. The letters now give
an apperance of having a substantial height whereas the
letters are only raised a slight distance above the plane
of the background.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Field of the invention

The invention is directed to a technique for providing
advertising material on the top of 2 molded plastic closure.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

Many prior art closures are formed from metal and
have a painted-on advertising on the top of the closure.
The present trend is towards the use of a molded plastic
closure in lieu of the metal closures. The molded closures
are readily adapted to have the advertising material
formed on the top of the closure during the molding
operation. Such an operation will eliminate the need to
paint on the advertising information. The molded closures
generally use a high embossed printing to set forth the
advertising material. However, the normal embossed ad-
vertising does not lend itself readily to price marking.
That is, the raised lettering makes it difficult for the store
clerk to easily place a readable price on the top of the
closure.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention is directed towards a molded closure
with advertising material or indicia produced by a low
profile embossing-debossing technique. The embossed
symbols. (letters, characters or designs) of the advertising
indicia are only raised .005"’—.008"" above the surface of
the background. Debossing channels placed around the
periphery of the symbols extend approximately .005"—
.010”” below the surface of the background. This results
in a low profile symbol with the appearance of a depth
of accent accomplished by the debossing channel outlining
the symbol.

Now when the store clerk stamps the price on the clos-
ure top it is possible to form a legible price marking.
The plane of the background and the plane of the raised
or embossed letters or symbols are within .005”—-.008"
of each other and this small difference still permits the
price marking tool to form a readable price marking.
The resiliency of the marking tool is sufficient that this
minor difference in height will not prevent deforming of
the legible price marking. The debossing channels are
not of a sufficient width to provide a noticeable affect
on a price marking and the depth of the debossing chan-
nel is sufficient to generate the impression that the em-
bossed letters are higher than their actual measurement.
Consequently, the low profile embossing-debossing tech-
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nique provides a closure advertising or design that gives
the appearance of the conventional high profile embossed
advertising, while eliminating the price marking problem
that usually accompanies the high profile embossing
whereby the price marking tool cannot span successfully
the background level and the plane of the high embossing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIGURE 1 is a top view of a closure with printing
thereon; and

FIGURE 2 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of a
portion of FIGURE 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The closure 10 is formed from conventional plastics
and is produced by a molding technique or techniques
conventional in the art. The letters of the advertising ma-
terial are placed on the upper surface of the closure top
12. The closure is formed with the conventional skirt
structure 14 and container fastening means 16.

The upper surface 18 of the closure forms the back-
ground for the letters 26 constituting the advertising ma-
terial. The background 18 is in substantially a single plane.
The upper surface of the embossed letters 20 are in sub-
stantially the same plane and this plane is spaced from
the plane of the background by a distance of .005"'—
.008”. This low profile embossing by itself would not
produce an advertising with any noticeable accent. A de-
bossing groove 22 is placed around the periphery of the
letters forming the advertising material. This.groove is
from .005""—.010"" in depth below the plane of the back-
ground. These channels then give to the letters an ac-
cent that makes the letters appear to be higher than their
actual height dimension. FIGURE 2 shows the relative
relationship of the plane of the letters, the plane of the
background and the debossing grooves. :

As is conventional in most grocery stores, a.carton of
packaged goods is opened at the top and the store clerk
stamps on the closures for the goods the selling price of
the goods. A price marking instrument coming down on
the top of the closure shown in FIGURE 2, if it landed
in the background area, would readily place a legible
price marking. If the price marking tool came down par-
tially on an embossed letter and partially over a back-
ground area, the minor height difference between the
plane of the top of the letters and the plane of the back-
ground will be compensated for by the inherent resiliency
of the price marking tool so that a legible price marking
will be placed partly on the letter and partly on the back-
ground area. However, if the closure advertising were
made by only the conventional embossing technique to
secure adequate accent, the plane of the tops of-the letters
would be a substatnial distance above the plane of the
background. The price marking tool would then only
leave its marking on the raised areas or at best provide
a price marking with a substantial gap between the print-
ing on the raised area and whatever printing may occur
on the background area.

While one preferred embodiment of the invention has
been described, it is to be understood that various
changes, omissions, or additions may be made within
the scope of the invetnion as defined in the appended
claims.

1 claim:

1. A closure for packaged goods with indicia thereon
comprising a closure top having means to fasten the clo-
sure to packaged goods, the upper surface of the closure
top being formed with indicia thereon, said indicia being
raised only slightly above the upper surface of the closure
top, a narrow debossing channel being placed around the
periphery of the indicia to give it an appearance of sub-
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stantial height, the raised indicia and peripheral channel
constituting means to give the appearance of a high em-
bossed character while in reality providing only a low
profile character which may be readily subjected to legible
price marking.

2. The closure of claim 1 wherein the indicia is formed
by using embossed symbols which have their tops in a
plane .005""—.008”" above the plane of the background
which is the upper surface of the closure top, said de-
bossing channels are .005’-.010”” in depth and surround

the periphery of the symbols to give the letters their 1

appearance of substantial height.
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