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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that T, FRANCIS W. COLEMAN,
of Rodney, in the county of Jefferson and
State of Mississippi, haveinvented a newand
usefnl Improvement in Bottle-Caps, of which
the following is a specification.

It is the object of my invention to provide
a form of cap for whisky, beer, champagne,
and other bottles which cannot be removed
nor detached without breaking it, so that its
reuse is effectually prevented. By meansof
such cap the manufacturer of the liquor or
beverage may protect his bottle from being
refilled by others and sold again in the origi-
nal form, that is to say, with the cap with
which it was originally provided and which
indicated the origin of the original contents
of the bottle.

My bottle-capis constructed of-some easily-
frangible and difficultly-fusible metal, and
preferably in two parts, which are adapted
to embrace the neck and enlarged head of a
bottle and to automatically lock or engage
when putin position on such head and pressed
together.

The cap can be detached only by breaking

some portion of the same, as hereinafter de-

seribed. ,

The details of construction and arrange-
ment of parts are ashereinafterset forth, and
shown in accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure1is a side view of my improved bot-
tle-cap. Figs. 2 and 3 are perspective views
of the two parts of the cap. Fig. 4 is a cen-
tral vertical section of my cap and a bottle-
head to which it is applied. Fig. 5 is a per-
spective view of a modification.

I will first describe the invention shown in
Figs. 1 to 4.

The bottle-cap is divided longitudinally or
made in two parts A B, which are similar
save as to the top portion. Thus the part A
is composed of a disk or flat circular top plate
1, a pendent semicirenlar body portion 2, and
Jjaws or clasps 3, which are formed on a nar-
row downward extension or arm 4 of the body

2. The part B has a body portion 2', jaws or

5o

clasps 8/, and an arm 4, similar to part A.
Ithas also a flat top portion 1, which is adapt-
ed to fit or lie under the disk or top plate 1
of part A. 'When said parts A B are applied
to a Dbottle-head z, as shown in Fig. 3, the

'disks or plates 1 1’ overlap and lie above the

cork or stopper ¥, while the body portions 2
2’ conceal the latter and also the top of the
head z, and the jaws or clasps 3 3’ embrace
the bottle-neck z just below said head. Itis
apparent that if the parts A B be secured to-
gether in this position by some internal de-
vice which is inaceessible from the outside
the cap cannot be detached without ruptur-
ing or breaking it. My improved means for
thus securing the parts of the cap together
are a spring-catch 5 on part B and an engag-
ing portion or bar 6 on part A. The spring-
catch & is preferably formed of a thin spring-
plate that is attached to the top 1’ of part B
and projects below the underside of the same,
as shown best in Fig. 4.

The attachment may obviously be made in
various ways; but I show the spring-plate
passed through a slot in the top 1, its free
upper end lying flat on the same, while the
lower end projects at a slight angle.

The part A has an integral transverse bar
6, arranged diametrically within the body
portion 2 at a point just below and parallel
to the disk 1, thus leaving a space or slot 7
between it and the latter to receive the nar-
rowed portion or tongue of the disk 1’ of part
B. The middle portion of said bar 6 is cut
away to allow space for passage of the spring-
catch 5, and constitutes ashoulder with which
the latter engages. :

It will be seen that when the parts A Bare
put together on the bottle-head = and pressed
together so that their vertical side edges come
in contact the tongue of part 1’ enters the
slot 7 and the spring-catch 5 rides over the
bar 6 and engages it, as shown in Fig. 4, thus
locking thesaid parts together automatically.
It is further apparent that the spring-lock
thus formed is wholly inaccessible from the
outside and that the cork % cannot be re-
moved and the contents of the bottle dis-
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charged without first removing the cap, and

this can only be effected by breaking it, where-
by it is rendered unfit for reuse. The cap is
therefore made of some easily-frangible and
difficultly-fusible metal, preferably cast-iron,
of a brittle nature. The jaws or clasps 3 8"

I00

and arms 4, being the thinnest portions of the

cap, may be the most easily broken, and this
being done it is obvious the remaining por-
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tion of the cap may be removed from the bot-
tle-head.

In the modification shown in Fig. 5 I pro-
vide a detachable bar 6' for engagement with
the catch 5. Thesame is cast with a horizon-
talflange orhead 8, and when inserted through
a slot 9 in the disk or top plate 1 of part A’
the said flange rests on the top 1, as shown.
The locking engagement of the catch 5 with
this detachable bar 6 is the same as with the
integral bar 6 of part A. The advantage of
the use of such detachable or substitute bar
¢' is that the part A may be more readily
withdrawn from the mold when the bar 6 is
absent.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. An improved bottle-cap, composed of
two independent, easily-frangible, and non-
fusible parts adapted to embrace the head
and neck of a bottle, and having top disks or
plates that overlap as shown, and automatie-
ally-locking parts which are inaccessible from
the exterior, substantially as shown and de-
scribed.

2. The improved bottle-cap, composed of
longitudinal portions formed of easily-frangi-
ble material and adapted to embrace the neck
of a bottle, said parts having overlapping top
plates, and one of them having an.internal
spring-catch and the other an internal shoul-
der with which the catch automatically en-
gages when the parts are pressed together,
substantially as shown and described.

3. The improved bottle-cap formed of two
longitudinal parts, of -easily -frangible cast
metal, each having a disk or top plate, a semi-
cireular body portion, and narrow jaws or
clasps adapted to fit the bottle-neck below the

enlarged head, and having, respectively, a
spring-catch and a bar for engaging the lat-
ter, said catch and bar being located beneath
the disks or top plates, and the latter over-
lapping, as shown and described.

4. The improved bottle-cap, composed of
the two longitudinal parts of easily-frangible
and difficultly-fusible material, each having a
disk or top plate, a semicircular body portion,
arms depending from the latter, and curved
jaws or clasps formed on such arms and em-
bracing the bottle-neck, all constructed in-
tegrally, and automatic locking means se-
cured within the eap and inaceessible from
the outside, as shown and described.

5. The improved bottle-cap formed by the
combination of the -easily-frangible metal
parts A, B, adapted to embrace the neck and
enlarged head of a bottle, part A, having a
transverse bar or shoulder arranged beneath
its top plate and the other part B, having a
spring-catch attached to its top plate, which
latter is adapted to pass between the said bar
and top plate of part A, for effecting the auto-
matic locking, as shown and described.

6. The easily-frangible metal parts A, I3,
each composed of a disk or top plate, a semi-
circular body portion, and curved jaws or
clasps formed on the lower end of the jaws, all
constructed integrally, the top plate of one
part being adapted to fit beneath and lie in
contact with the disk of the other, a bar ar-
ranged transversely beneath such disk, and
a spring-plate affixed to the underlying top
plate and projecting at an angle as shown.

FRANCIS W. COLEMAN.

Witnesses:
Amos W. HART,
M. D. BLONDEL.
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