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This invention appertains to clothes trees and
has for its primary object to provide one of a
novel construction which adapts it for use either
indoor, in the home or office, or outdoor, in camps
or the like.

Another object of the invention has to do with
the provision of a clothes tree of the Kind speci-
fied, which is made collapsible or knockdown, to
permit of its parts being closely packed or stored,
for convenience and ease in transportation dur-
ing travel, and readily and quickly setup for use
upon arrival at one’s destination.

A further object of the invention lies in the
provision of interchangeable footings for the
clothes tree as above characterized, one of the
same taking the form of a floor-stand for sup-
bporting the tree indoors and the other, the form
of a ground-stake for supporting the tree out-of-
doors, particularly when camping on rough and
uneven ground.

With these and other objects and advantages
in view, the invention resides in the certain new
and useful combination, construction, and ar-
rangement of parts, as will be hereinafter more
fully described, set forth in the appended claims,
and illustrated in the accompanying drawings,
in which:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the clothes
tree as it appears when setup on its ground
footing;

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the same as it
appears when setup on its floor footing or stand;

Figure 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary, vertical
section, showing the lower section of the clothes
tree having the ground-stake completely housed
therein mounted upon a floor base;

Figure 4 is an enlarged, fragmentary, side eleva-
tion, showing the Kkey-hole openings to receive
the bolt fastenings for a shoe supporting member
or bracket;

Figure 5 is an exploded view, in perspective, of
the parts forming the upper portion of the clothes
tree, the upper end of the lowermost part being
in section;

Figure 6 is an enlarged, fragmentary, vertical
section, taken through the upper end portion of
the clothes tree assembly, showing the positions of
the parts when the wearing apparel supporting
elements or fingers are extended for use;

Figure 7 is a view similar to that of Figure 6,
but showing the positions of the parts when the
wearing apparel supporting elements or fingers
are retracted into receiving slots formed in the
bole or standard; and

Figure 8 is an. other similar view to.that of
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PFigure 6, but taken at right angles thereto, to
show- the use of identical wearing apparel sup-
porting elements or fingers at opposite sides of
the standard or bole, as distinguished from the
use of the dissimilar ones shown in Figure 6.

Referring in detail to the drawings, wherein
like characters of reference denote correspond-
ing parts in the several views, the clothes tree, as
it is exemplified therein, is comprised generally
in a hollow bole or standard which is preferably
rectangular in cross-section, open. at its upper
and- lower ends, and made to provide a lower
section {8 and an upper section 14, joined to-
gether, in end to end relation, by a slip joint,
formed by the telescoping. of the lower end of
the upper section 14 over a reduced portion 12,
formed at the upper end of the lower section 10.
The top end of the upper section (4 is closed by
a removable cap (6 that is normally secured in:
place by a pair of oppositely disposed screws i8.

As shown in Figure 1, the bole or standard,

as thus constituted, is to be setup for out-of-door
use, by having the bottom end of the lower sec-
tion {0 engaged over the top end of a ground-
stake 20, which has its lower end pointed, as: at.
22, to facilitate ground penetration, under s force
applied to the top end of the stake. The bole.
or standard is secured in upright position on.the.
stake 20, by means of a screw 26, threaded in--
wardly of an aperture formed in one side of the
lower section 10 and an aligned bore 24 (Figure
3), formed horizontally through the stake 20:.
the screw-threaded end of the screw, after pass-
ing entirely through the bore 24, engaging in an
aperture formed in the opposite side of the lower
section; the latter aperture, alone, being screw
threaded, while. the other aperture is formed with.
a counter-sink to seat the headed end of the.
screw. When not in use, the ground-stake 20.is
to. be completely housed within the lower sec-
ion {8, upon the removal of the screw 26 and.
its reinsertion through the aligned apertures, be--
low the.pointed end 22 of the stake, substantially
as shown in Figure 3.

In. Figures 2 and 3, the. bole or standard is
shown as it appears when setup.for indoor use
and, here, a floor base or stand is provided, and
is comprised in-a central socket part: 28, carried
by several supporting legs 39, equidistantly spaced
about the same and sloping.outwardly and down-
wardly therefrom; the part £8 having a vertical
bore, constituting the socket to receive the lower
end of the bole or standard section- 19, which
has its lewer end provided with a cross-bar 32-
having upturned ends 34; engaged in recesses.
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formed in the wall of the bore, substantially as
shown in Figure 3. A winged screw 36 is prefer-
ably mounted in the socket part 28 to hold the
bole or standard rigid in its upright position.
By this arrangement of interchangeable bases,
and the housing of the ground-stake 20 within
the lower section of the bole or standard during
the indoor use of the clothes tree, the latter is
always in readiness for removal and use out-of~
doors, requiring only the detachment of the floor
base and, if desired to facilitate packing for
transportation, the separation of the bole or
standard secticns {0 and 4. v

To support articles of wearing apparel, or the
usual hangers therefor, on the bole or standard,
finger-like elements 38 are provided adjacent the
top end of the upper section {4, one at each side
of the same, and they are so mounted as to be
simultaneously retracted, from their normal
working positions at right angles to the bole or
standard, into vertical slois 48, formed in the
upper section i4, when the latter is put in place
on the lower section £8. To this end, a tubular
member 84, also rectangular in cross-section, is
slidably mounted within the bole or standard
section (4 and is provided with a vertical slot
46 in each of its sides and which opens through
its top end, substantially as shown. Each of the
slots 46 is spanned, toward ifs lower end, by a
pivot pin 42, engaged by the inner end of a re-
spective one of the fingers 38 which, when pro-
jected ocutwardly of the slots 48 and into their
horizontal working positions, rest on the bottoms
of the latter, The inner end of each of the
fingers 38, adjacent its pivot pin 42, is shouldered,
as at 48, to provide a bearing surface for the
lower free end of a flat spring 58, which has its
upper end secured, by rivets or the like 52, to a
wall of the bole or standard section 14, in line
with and abcve the upper end of a respective
slot 48, the length and width of each of the
springs 50 being such as to substantially close
the slot, above the pivoted end of the finger
with which it cooperates. The free end of each
of the springs 50 is preferably curved inwardly
to a slight degree, so that the shoulder 48 of a
respective finger 88 will exert a cam-like action
thereon, in the movement of the finger to and
from its projected working position; the action
of the spring being to expedite the movement of
the finger outwardly of its siot 88, in its rebound
from flexed state caused by the inward pres-
sure on its curved free end of the shoulder dur-
ing the aforesaid finger movement.

Extending horizontally through the slide mem-
ber 44, in line with and slightly below the lower
ends of an opposite pair of the slots 46, is a bar
or rod 58, which is engaged at its center by the
upper end of a coiled spring 58 that has its Iower
end similarly engaged with a cross member, that
may take the form of the screw &8, extending
horizontally through the bole or standard section
{4 and the slide member 44, at a distance below
and parallel to the bar or rod 56. The cross mem-
ber or screw 60 is engaged with slots §2, formed
in the opposite side walls of the slide member 44,
which are disposed in vertical alignment with
and below the respective one of the slots 46 and
of a length to limit the movement of the slide
member only in that amount necessary to actuate
the fingers 38 from and to their normally re-
tracted positions within the slots 43. Thus, when
the upper bole or standard section {4 is separated
from the lower section 18, the coiled spring 58
contracts and pulls the slide member 44 to its
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lower position, which position is determined by
the upper ends of the slots 82 engaging the cross
member 58. In this lower position of the slide
member 44, the lower ends of the slots 46 are
positioned below the like ends of the slots 40 and
the fingers §8 are retracted into the latier slots.

Now, when the upper section i4 is fitted onto
the upper reduced end portion 02, of the lower
section 1@, the lower end of the slide member 44
is forced against the end of the reduced portion
{2 which, in turn, forces the slide member 44 up-
wardly within the upper section 4 to the limit
of the length of the slots §2. With this move-
ment of the slide member 44, the coiled spring
58 is expanded and the fingers 38 are swung out-
wardly from the slots 48 to their horizontal work-
ing positions; the swinging movements of the
fingers being effected by the inner edges of the
bottoms of the slots £8 serving as fulcrums for the
same and the rebound of the flat springs §8, after
being flexed inwardly by the movements of the
shoulders £8 past the lower curved ends 52 there-
of, exerting an outward pressure thereor.

In addition to the provision of the garment sus-
pension fingers 38, the bole or standard is equip-
ped with a supporting bracket 64 for shoes and,
as shown in Figures 1 and 2, it is preferably in the
form of an oblong frame and made from a single
iength of wire of a proper gauge to give the
frame a substantial rigidity. The frame, when
employed, is to be engaged over the lower bole
or standard section i3, preferably toward the
lower end thereof, and is removably secured in
place, by means of clamp plates 86, each of which
has its inner surface provided with a horizontal
groove to engage over the central portion of one
of the longer sides of the frame. Each of these
clamp plates 68 carries a pair of headed rivets
68, one above and one below the groove, with the
outer heads of the rivets countersunk in the outer
surface of the plate and the inner heads of sub-
stantially cylindrical formation and spaced out-
wardly from the adjacent side of the plate, to
facilitate the passage of the same through the
circular openings of a pair of key-hole slots 10,
formed in each of the opposite sides of the lower
section 10, The clamp plates 66 are preferably
mounted on the lower section {8 in vertically
offset relation with respect to each other, in order
to support the frame 68 at an angle to the floor
or ground level and to permit a pair of shoes
being placed thereon, one shoe to each side of
the lower section {0, with the heels engaged over
the higher longer side of the frame and the toe
portions resting on the lower longer side. Thus,
by hooking the heels of the shoes over the higher
side of the frame 64, accidental displacement of
the shoes from their supported positions is mini-
mized. 'To permit of the ground-stake 28 being
inserted to fully housed position within the
lower section {9, of the bole or standard, grooves
20’ are formed in opposite sides of the same to
clear the inner headed ends of the rivets 08,
carried by the clamp plates 66 of the shoe sup-
porting bracket 64.

In the use of the costumer or clothes tree, thus
provided, and with its parts in assembly as shown
in Figure 2, it may be quickly dismantled by first
removing the upper section {4, of the bole or
standard, from the lower section {8; then remov-
ing the shoe bracket 64 from the lower section
{8 by an upward pull on the bracket to free the
rivets 68, carried by the clamp plates 68, from the
key-hole slots 10, and lifting the frame from the
upper end of the lower section; and thereafter,
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lifting the lower section 10 from the socket part
28, of the floor stand, subsequent to the loosen-
ing up of the winged screw 35. With the re-
moval of the upper section i4, the coiled spring
58 simultaneously contracts from its previously
expanded state, as shown in Figure 6, and exerts
a downward pull on the slide member 44 which,
in turn, swings the fingers 38 inwardly of the
slots 48, in the upper section {4, to the posi-
tions as shown in Figure 7. To set clothes tree
up out-of-deors, as when camping, and in the
absence of a hard supporting surface or floor, the
ground-stake 28 will first be removed from the
lower section {0, of the bole or standard, and
then driven, or otherwise forced, into the ground,
as shown in Figure 1, following which, the lower
and upper sections 10 and 14, and the shoe
bracket 68, wiil be brought into assembly there-
on, as before stated. To remove the ground-
stake 20 from its housed position within the lower
section 10, the screw 26 is first removed and
thereafter is replaced to secure the lower section
in place on the ground-stake 20, it being now
passed through the opening 24 in the latter to
that end.

Without further description, it is thought to
be obvious that the invention, in its disclosed
form, provides a convenient and useful adjunct
to household or camping equipment, and that
its novel construction and arrangement of parts
readily permits of its quick assembly and dis-
mantling for convenience and ease in packing
for storage, or transportation from one place
of use to another. Also, it is to be understood
that changes in design and minor details of
construction and arrangement of the parts of the
disclosed embodiment, may be resorted to, with-
out departing from the spirit of the invention
or its scope as claimed.

What I claim is:

1. A clothes tree comprising a hollow bole in-
cluding separable sections movable into inter-
fitting relation with respect to each other, a
ground-stake housed within the lower end of
said bole, withdrawable retaining means for hold-
ing said ground-stake in place within said bole,
there being 2 plurality of slots in one of said
sections and spaced from each other, a plural-
ity of spaced garment supporting fingers
mounted for extensile and contractile movement
within said one section, said fingers being ar-
ranged so that a finger is complemental to each
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of said slots, and means in one of said sections
operatively connected to said supporting fingers
for causing contractile movement of the latter
upon actuation of said one section out of inter-
fitting relation with the other of said sections
and for causing extensile movement of the
fingers upon actuation of said one section into
inter-fitting relation with the other of said sec-
tions.

9. A clothes tree comprising a hollow bole in-
cluding separable sections movable info inter-
fitting relation with respect to each other, a
ground-stake housed within the lower end of
said bole, withdrawable retaining means for hold-
ing said sround-stake in place within said bole,
there being a plurality of slots in one of said
sections and spaced from each other, a plurality
of spaced garment supporting fingers mounted
for extensile and contractile movement within
said one section, said fingers being arranged SO
that a finger is complemental to each of said
slots, means in one of said sections operatively
connected to said supporting fingers for caus-
ing contractile movement of the latter upon actu-
ation of said one section out of inter-fitting re-
lation with the other of said sections and for
causing extensile movement of the fingers upon
actuation of said one section into inter-fitting
relation with the other of said sections, said re-
taining means upon being withdrawn permitting
the ground-stake to be removed and set up in the
ground and to have its upper end engaged in the
lower end of the bole and secured thereto upon
replacement of said retaining means.

GEORGE BUSHKO.
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