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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

Continuation of Box I.2

Claims Nos.: 1-4,7,8,12-14,16,17

Present claims 1-4, 7,8,12-14,16,17 relate to a product defined (inter
alia) by reference to the following parameter(s):

Pl: convective air permeability

P2: dynamic liquid impact value

P3: static liquid transmission value
P4: post-compression air permeability

The use of these parameters in the present context is considered to lead
to a Tack of clarity within the meaning of Article 6 PCT. It is
impossible to compare the parameters the applicant has chosen to employ
with what is set out in the prior art. The lack of clarity is such as to
render a meaningful compiete search impossible. Consequently, the search
has been restricted to examples 1-9 mentioned in the description at pages
31-35 taking into account the claims 5,6,9,10,11,15,18-20.

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that claims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
international preliminary examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally not to carry out a
preliminary examination on matter which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search report or during any Chapter II procedure.
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