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This invention relates to sectional keys
especially adapted to be used in conjunc-
tion with padlocks and it consists in the
novel features hereinafter -described and
claimed. :

An object of the invention is to provide
a key consisting of two or more sections
which are adapted to be associated with each
other to form the complete key and which
may be readily disconnécted from each other
s0 that the different sections may be. re-
tained by different individuals. '

By providing a key of this character, it
will be necessary that the individuals who
retain the respective sections are in the pres-
ence of each other when the complete key
is formed and is used in the lock. There-
fore, it is impossible for any one of the
individuals to use a single section in. the
lock and manipulate the same.  The lock is
intended primarily to be used for securing lig-
uid fuel as for instance such as'is stored and
dispensed at an automobile oil station. - The
lock may secure the contents ot a tank and
as the liquid is dispensed therefrom, the lock
cannot be manipulated by a single attendant
to open the tank and refill the same with
liquid to replace that which has been pre-
viously withdrawn therefrom.

In the accompanying drawing:

Figure 1 is a side elevational view of one

portion of a lock showing one form of the

key inserted therein,
Figure 2 is an enlarged side elevational
view of the key detached from the lock.
Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view of
the same cut on the line 8—3 of Figure 2.
Figures 4 and 5 are side elevational views
of the sections of the key detached from
each other. :
Figure 6 is a side elevational view of a

modified form of the key with parts thereof

broken away.

Figure 7 1s an end elevational view of the
key as shown in Figure 6. ‘ :

As shown in Figures 1 to 5, inclusive, the
key consists of sections 1 and 2. These sec-
tions are provided at one end with -handle
portions 8 and each section is further pro-
vided with a spine portion 4. The section
1 is provided at one edge with outstanding
lugs 5 which are adapted to receive the spine
portion 4 of the section 2 between them when
the said sections are moved longitudinally
with relation to each other and the inner

edges of the adjacent portions of the said
sections are in éngagement with each other.
The. lugs & are provided with grooves 6
which receive ridges 7 provided upon the
surface of the spine portion 4 of the section
2. The spine portions 4 of both sections
ave provided at their outer edges with suit-
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able blades 8 adapted to operate the tumblers -

(not shown) of the lock, part of which is-
indicated at 9 in Figure 1 of the drawing.

In use, each individual who is concerned
in the operation of the lock retains one of
the sections of the key and when the Joclk
is opened, these individuals bring the sec-
tions together and form the key so that the
lock is operated in the presence of all the
said. individuals. When the key is with-
drawn form the lock, the sections are sep-
arated from each other, and are retained by
the respective individuals, and consequently,
assuring means are provided that the lock
cannot be operated in the absence of  the
possessor of one of the sections of the key.

In the form of the arrangement as shown
in Fgures 6 and 7, the key consists of sec-
tions 10 and 11. The section 10 is provided
along its spine with flanges 12 which are
arcuate in transverse section and which form
the shaft of the key structure. The edges
of the flanges 12 are spaced from each other
at one side of the shaft. The section 11 is
provided with a spine portion adapted: to
enter the shaft 12 and the said spine portion
carries a blade 13 which is adapted to move
along the space between the edges of the
flanges which form the shaft 12. "The shaft
of the section 10 is provided with a fixed
blade 14.

It is obvious that when the spine of the
section 11 is inserted in the shaft of the sec-
tion 10, the blades 13 and 14 may be brought
into proper position with relation to each
other so that they may enter the key hole of a
lock and when the complete key is turned in
the lock, the said blades will operate the
tumblers (not shown) in a usual manner.

From. the foregoing description, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ing, it will be seen that a sectional key of
simple stricture is provided and - that the
sections may be readily assembled with re-
lation to each other to form a complete key
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and may be easily and quickly detached

from each other so that the several sections
may be retained by respective persons who
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are interested or responsible for the com-
modity or material which is secured by the
lock which is eperated by the complete key.

From the foregoing description of the con-
struction of my improved apparatus, it will
be seen that I have provided a simple, inex-
pensive and eflicient means for carrying out
the objects of the invention, and while 1 have
particularly described the elements best
adapted to perform the functions set forth,
it is obvious that various changes in form,
proportion and in the minor details of con-
struction may be resorted to, without depart-
ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
principles of the invention.

Having described the invention, what is
claimed 1s:

1. A key comprising sections having spine
portions, one of the sections having outstand-
ing lugs adapted to receive the spine por-
tion of the other section hetween them. said
sections adapted to move longitudinally with
relation to each other to engage the spine
portions and the spine portions heing pro-
vided with outstanding hlades.
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2. A key comprising sections having spine
portions, the spine portion of one section
having lugs provided with grooves, the spine
portion of the other section having ridges
adapted to enter said grooves and the spine
portions being provided at their outer edges
with Dblades.

3. A key consisting of sections having
spine portions, the spine portion of one sec-
tien having spaced lugs provided with
grooves, the spine portion of the other sec-
tion having ridges extending longitudinally
thereof, said ridges and grooves adapted to
interfit each other when the sections are
moved longitudinally and the spine por-
tions bheing provided at their edges with
hlades.

4. A key comprising sections each havinga
spine portion with a blade thereon, the spine
portion of one of the sections having ont-
standing lugs adapted to recetve the spine
portion of the other section between them.

In testimony whereof 1 aflix my signature,

ROGER C. LAYNOR.
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