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that upon detonation provides displacement of smaller frag-
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ment of the smaller fragments into the interstitial spaces at
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momentarily contains expanding gases to increase the
impulse pressure of the explosion, thereby increasing the
kinetic energy imparted to the fragments. In some embodi-
ments, the wall structure includes ordered layers of pre-
formed metal fragments encased in binder material that
suspends the fragments in a desired arrangement prior to
detonation.
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PREFRAGMENTED WARHEADS WITH
ENHANCED PERFORMANCE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 16/873,516, filed Apr. 24, 2020, now
U.S. Pat. No. 11,105,596, issued on Aug. 31, 2021, which is
a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No. 15/466,
476, filed Mar. 22, 2017, now U.S. Pat. No. 10,634,472,
issued on Apr. 28, 2020, which claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 62/311,737, filed Mar.
22, 2016. This application also claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 63/120,986, filed Dec. 3,
2020. The disclosures of the above-referenced patents and
applications are hereby incorporated by reference herein in
their entirety.

FIELD OF THE TECHNOLOGY

The present disclosure relates generally to weapons and,
more particularly, to warheads including preformed frag-
ments.

BACKGROUND

When U.S. military personnel go into battle, they rely on
sophisticated and efficient weaponry to defeat enemy forces.
In an effort to reduce the number of causalities suffered by
U.S. forces, modern weapons are designed to deliver pay-
loads from great distances with uncanny accuracy. Examples
of these modern weapons include guided missiles, guided
bombs dropped from aircraft including unmanned aerial
vehicles (UAVs), and guided artillery shells. The primary
destructive power of these weapons is provided by the
warheads they carry.

Warheads are used in a variety of military applications to
deliver a distribution of high-velocity fragments across a
target area. The penetration effectiveness of a fragment
when it strikes a target is directly proportional to the
fragment’s kinetic energy. The fragments kinetic energy is
derived from an explosion. An explosion is a rapid increase
in volume and release of energy accompanied by the gen-
eration of high temperatures and the release expanding
gases. Supersonic explosions created by high explosives are
known as detonations and travel via supersonic shock
waves.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

A deliverable weapon, such as a missile, an artillery
round, an aerial bomb, a mortar round, or a grenade, having
an explosive fragmentation portion, in embodiments con-
figured as a warhead, utilizes concentric annular sleeves that
upon detonation provide placement of smaller fragments of
an inner annular sleeve interstitially with respect to larger
fragments of an outer annular sleeve in an expanding
fragmentation curtain that contains expanding gases to
increase the pressure of the explosion and the kinetic energy
transferred to the fragments. In some embodiments, the
sleeves are comprised of ordered layers of spherical metal
fragments encased in a binding material and an outer casing.

According to an example embodiment, a warhead for a
deliverable or non-deliverable weapon comprises an explo-
sive charge and a first sleeve comprising a first set of
uniform sized spherical fragments embedded in a binder
disposed about the explosive charge. The warhead also
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includes a second sleeve comprising a second set of uniform
sized spherical fragments embedded in a binder and dis-
posed about the first sleeve. In this example embodiment,
the first set of fragments comprise small fragments and the
second set of fragments comprise large fragments. The
warhead may also include a housing containing the first
sleeve, the second sleeve, and the explosive charge.

In some example embodiment, the second sleeve has a
single row of spherical fragments in an ordered arrangement.
In some example embodiments, the arrangement of the
spherical fragments may be somewhat chaotic generally due
to the fragment sleeve thickness being greater than the
fragment diameter. In some example embodiments, the large
fragments in the second set of fragments are arranged in a
plurality of axial columns and circumferential rows with
adjacent circumferential rows being offset from one another
in an axial direction and adjacent axial columns being offset
from one another in a circumferential direction. It is con-
templated that the fragments may have various non-spheri-
cal shapes in some embodiments.

In embodiments, an explosive fragmentation portion may
be planar or dome shaped fragmentation wall, with smaller
projectiles, being greater in numbers, positioned against
explosive material, and larger projectiles, being fewer in
number than the smaller projectiles, positioned at the outer
margin of the fragmentation wall. Such planar or dome
shaped explosive portions may be suitable for use as mines,
for example. In embodiments, a wall portion of different
sized projectiles having an inner margin at an explosive
material and an outer margin with a gradient of different
sized projectiles extending from the inner margin to the
outer dispersion margin. In embodiments the different sized
projectiles may be in ordered layers, in embodiments the
layers may be disordered with overlapping of the layers of
different sized projectiles. In embodiments, the numbers of
each size of projectiles of a certain size of a plurality of
sizes, decreases at the size decreases. “Size” may be volu-
metric size, or size with a greatest measured length dimen-
sion. In embodiments, there may be two, three, four, or more
differently sized projectiles. In embodiments, having three
or more different sizes of projectiles, a layer of the smallest
projectiles are arranged at an inner margin next to an
explosive material, a layer of the largest projectiles are
arranged at an outer dispersion margin. Intermediate sized
projectiles, of one size or a plurality of sizes, may be
positioned intermediate the layer of the smallest projectiles
and the layer of the largest projectiles. The intermediate
sized projectiles may or may not be in ordered layers by size.

In some cases, the large fragments are larger than the
small fragments diametrically by at least 50%. In other
embodiments, the large fragments are larger than the small
fragments diametrically by at least 100%. In some embodi-
ments, volumetrically, the large fragments are at least 300%
larger than the small fragments. In some embodiments,
volumetrically, the large fragments are at least 600% larger
than the small fragments.

In some cases, the mean sizes of the large fragments are
larger than the mean size of the small fragments diametri-
cally by at least 50%. In other embodiments, the means size
of the large fragments are larger than the mean size of the
small fragments diametrically by at least 100%. In some
embodiments, volumetrically, the mean sizes of the large
fragments are at least 300% larger than the mean size of the
small fragments. In some embodiments, volumetrically, the
mean sizes of the large fragments are at least 600% larger
than the mean size of the small fragments. In some embodi-
ments, substantially all of the large fragments are larger than
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substantially all of the small fragments. In some cases, the
mean sizes of the greatest linear dimension of the large
fragments are larger than the mean size of the greatest linear
dimension of the small fragments by at least 50%. In other
embodiments, the means size of the greatest linear dimen-
sion of the large fragments are larger than the greatest linear
dimension of the mean size of the small fragments by at least
100%. In other embodiments, the means size of the greatest
linear dimension of the large fragments are larger than the
greatest linear dimension of the mean size of the small
fragments by at least 300%.

In some example embodiments, the first sleeve is dis-
posed between the explosive charge and the second sleeve so
that expanding gases produced by the explosive charge upon
detonation push the small fragments into contact with the
large fragments. Also in some example embodiments, the
small and large fragments have curved outer surfaces that
facilitate migration of the small fragments into interstitial
spaces between the large fragments when small fragments
are forced into contact with large fragments upon detonation
of the explosive charge so that the flow of the expanding
gases through the interstitial spaces is restricted by the small
fragments. The small fragments and the large fragments may
form an expanding fragmentation curtain that provides
improved containment of expanding gases compared to
other fragmentation arrangements, and increases the total
kinetic energy of the fragments.

The acceleration of the smaller fragments compared to the
larger fragments, presuming common densities, varies with
the inverse of the radii of the fragments. Thus, under the
same explosive pressure, the larger fragments will not
accelerate as fast as the smaller fragments, and immediately
post detonation, will have less velocity and less kinetic
energy. Placing small fragments interior to the large frag-
ments such that the small fragments acceleration is impeded
by larger fragments, the small and large fragments coalesce
into a curtain immediately after the explosion providing an
enhanced dynamic containment of the expanding gases
increasing the pressure of the explosion and ultimately the
kinetic energy of the fragments. Thus, a feature and advan-
tage of some embodiments of the disclosure is that with the
bound uniform small fragments interior to the bound large
fragments in an explosive condition, after the small and
large fragments are unbound as the binder disintegrates, the
small and large fragments provide an improved coalescence,
that is, a generally greater density of fragments large and
small, providing improved containment of the expanding
explosive gases, increasing the explosive pressure providing
enhanced acceleration and velocity to the fragments, large
and small, and providing a net increase in kinetic energy of
the totality of the fragments. In embodiment, particularly
providing an increase in the kinetic energy of the larger
fragments.

In some example embodiments, the first wall of the first
sleeve comprises a first binding material, the second wall of
the second sleeve comprises a second binding material, and
the first binding material is substantially the same as the
second binding material. In some example embodiments, the
first binding material and/or the second binding material
may comprise a thermoplastic resin. In some example
embodiments, the first binding material and/or the second
binding material may comprise a thermosetting polymer. In
some example embodiments, the first binding material and/
or the second binding material may comprise an epoxy.

In some example embodiments, the first binding material
and the second binding material hold the small fragments
separate from the large fragments prior to detonation of the
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explosive charge and the first binding material and the
second binding material break into pieces and/or disintegrate
upon detonation of the explosive charge so that the small
fragments and the large fragments are free to contact each
other.

In some example embodiments, the small fragments and
the large fragments have a first infrangibility, the first
binding material and the second binding material have a
second infrangibility, and the first infrangibility is greater
than the second infrangibility. It is contemplated that small
fragments and/or large fragments may be deformed after
detonation of explosive charge. Whether or not the frag-
ments are deformed, the infrangibility of the fragments may
be sufficient to prevent each fragment from breaking into a
plurality of pieces.

In some example embodiments, the binding material is
generally frangible and the fragments generally are not;
stated differently, the first binding material is more frangible
than the first fragments and the second binding material is
more frangible than the second fragments. That is, for
example, during the detonation of the explosive charge the
first binding material disintegrates and the first fragments
mostly remain intact; additionally the second binding mate-
rial disintegrates and the second fragments mostly remain
intact.

In some embodiments, the binding material is generally
frangible and the fragments are generally are not. The
fragments are ductile and the binding material is not. In
some embodiments, upon detonation, the binding material is
generally frangible and the fragments are generally are not,
and the fragments are ductile and the binding material is not.

In some example embodiments, the small fragments and
the large fragments comprise the same material. For
example, the small fragments and the large fragments may
both comprise a tungsten alloy or they may comprise steel.

In some example embodiments, the majority of the small
fragments in the first set of fragments have a generally
spherical outer surface. For example, substantially all of the
small fragments in the first set of fragments have a generally
spherical outer surface in some embodiments. In some
example embodiments, the majority of the small fragments
in the first set have substantially equal diameters. For
example, substantially all of the small fragments in the first
set of fragments may have substantially equal diameters in
some embodiments.

In some example embodiments, the majority of the large
fragments in the second set of fragments have a generally
spherical outer surface. For example, substantially all of the
large fragments in the second set of fragments have a
generally spherical outer surface in some embodiments.

An illustrative method of manufacturing a warhead may
include loading a first multiplicity of spherical fragments of
a uniform first size within a first annular containment in an
ordered arrangement and filling the first annular containment
with a first annular containment binder for at least substan-
tially covering the first multiplicity of spherical fragments.
The first annular containment binder may have a flowable
condition to facilitate filling of the first annular containment.
The illustrative method may include allowing the binder to
harden wherein the spherical fragments are embedded
within the first annular containment binder in a first annular
form having the shape of the first annular containment. This
illustrative method may also include loading a second mul-
tiplicity of spherical fragments of a uniform second size
within a second annular containment having a wall surface
that corresponds to a wall surface of the first annular
containment. This method may additionally include filling
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the second annular containment with a second annular
containment binder for at least substantially covering the
multiplicity of spherical fragments. The second annular
containment binder may have a flowable condition to facili-
tate filling of the second annular containment. The method
may include allowing the second annular containment
binder to harden wherein the spherical fragments are embed-
ded within the second annular containment binder in a
second annular form with the shape of the second annular
containment. An explosive material may be positioned
within a cavity defined by the annular forms. The first
annular form, the second annular form and the explosive
material may be positioned within a housing with one
annular form interior to the other annular form.

In some embodiments, a method of manufacturing a
warhead comprises, loading a first multiplicity of spherical
fragments of a uniform first size within a first annular
containment in an ordered arrangement; filling the first
annular containment with a first annular containment binder
for at least substantially covering the first multiplicity of
spherical fragments, the first annular containment binder
having a flowable condition; allowing the binder to harden
wherein the spherical fragments are embedded within the
first annular containment binder in a first annular form
having the shape of the first annular containment; loading a
second multiplicity of spherical fragments of a uniform
second size within a second annular containment having an
inner wall surface that dimensionally corresponds to an
outer wall of the first annular containment, the uniform
second size diametrically at least 50 percent larger than the
uniform size of the first multiplicity of spherical fragments;
filling second annular containment with a second annular
containment binder for at least substantially covering the
multiplicity of spherical fragments, the first annular con-
tainment binder having a flowable condition; allowing the
second annular containment binder to harden wherein the
spherical fragments are embedded within the second annular
containment binder in a second annular form with the shape
of the second annular containment; positioning explosive
material within a cavity defined by the first annular form;
and affixing the first annular form and the second annular
form within a housing with the first annular form interior to
the second annular form; whereby upon detonation, an
enhanced coalescence of small and large fragments post
detonation increases the post explosion pressurization pro-
viding a net increase in kinetic energy.

Some example methods may include utilizing the first
annular form to define part of the second annular contain-
ment and/or utilizing the second annular form to define part
of the first annular containment.

Some example methods may include loading the second
multiplicity of fragments such that each fragment that is not
at a periphery of the ordered arrangement is in contact with
at least four other adjacent fragments of the same size.

In some embodiments of the disclosure, a method of
increasing the kinetic energy of a multiple layered fragmen-
tation device includes providing a layer of smaller fragments
each with a mass inside of a layer of larger fragments, the
larger fragments having a greater mass than the smaller
fragments, and placing explosive material inside the layer
inside the layer of smaller fragments.

In various embodiments of the disclosure, a method of
increasing the kinetic energy of a multiple layered fragmen-
tation device includes providing a layer of fragments, the
fragments in the layer all having substantially the same size,
providing fragments with substantially the same mass, the
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layer of fragments each with a mass inside of a layer of
larger fragments, the larger fragments having a greater mass
than the smaller fragments.

Some example methods may include overmolding one of
the first annular form and the second annular form over the
other of the first annular form and the second annular form.

Some example methods may include utilizing a thermo-
plastic resin as the first annular containment binder. A
thermoplastic resin may also be utilized for the second
annular containment binder in some example methods.

Some example methods may include installing the war-
head in a deliverable weapon such as a missile, an artillery
round, an aerial bomb, a mortar round, or other fired
projectiles, or a grenade. The methods and apparatus herein
may also be utilized in a fixed application, such as a land
mine or other non-delivered applications.

Some example methods may include selecting a uniform
size for the large fragments that is diametrically at least 100
percent larger than the uniform size of the small fragments.

Some example methods, may include selecting a uniform
size for the greatest linear dimension of the large fragments
that is at least 100 percent larger than the greatest linear
dimension of the small fragments. Where there is some
variability in the size of the large fragments and/or the small
fragments, the greatest linear dimension is the mean greatest
linear dimension of the large and/or small fragments.

Some example methods may include utilizing steel for the
spherical fragments of the first multiplicity of spherical
fragments and for the second multiplicity of spherical frag-
ments.

Some example methods may include utilizing a tungsten
alloy for the spherical fragments of the first multiplicity of
spherical fragments and for the second multiplicity of
spherical fragments.

In some example embodiments, the maximum diameter of
the spherical fragments of the second multiplicity of spheri-
cal fragments is 0.300 inches or less.

In some example embodiments, the majority of the large
fragments in the second set have substantially equal diam-
eters. For example, substantially all of the large fragments in
the second set of fragments may have substantially the equal
diameters in some embodiments.

In some embodiments an inner layer is sandwiched
between an explosive portion and an outer layer, with
portions of the inner layer having smaller fragments than a
coinciding portion of the outer layer. Other portions of the
inner layer may not have smaller fragments than a respective
coinciding portion of the outer layer, for example at corners
or end portions of the inner layer. Thus, in some embodi-
ments, a particular pair of layers of fragments need not have
uniformity of fragmentation sizes or uniformity of the
differentiation between the sizes of the inner and outer layer
throughout the respective layers. In some embodiments, the
inner layer may be comprised of spherical fragments and the
outer layer non-spherical fragments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The drawings included in the present application are
incorporated into, and form part of, the specification. They
illustrate embodiments of the present disclosure and, along
with the description, serve to explain the principles of the
disclosure. The drawings are only illustrative of certain
embodiments and do not limit the disclosure.

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a partially cross-
sectioned warhead;
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FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a set of preformed
fragments arranged to form a sleeve;

FIG. 3A is a stylized cross-sectional view illustrating a
warhead including an explosive charge and two outer wall
segments;

FIG. 3B is a stylized axial view illustrating the operating
of the warhead shown in FIG. 3A;

FIG. 4A is a stylized cross-sectional view illustrating a
warhead including an explosive charge and three outer wall
segments;

FIG. 4B is an enlarged, partial view of the stylized
cross-sectional view of FIG. 4A;

FIG. 5A illustrates the major dimension of a spherical
preformed fragment;

FIG. 5B illustrates the major dimension of a cubical
preformed fragment;

FIG. 5C illustrates the major dimension of an ellipsoidal
preformed fragment;

FIG. 5D illustrates the major dimension of a solid conical
preformed fragment;

FIG. 6A is an enlarged, partial view of a wall configura-
tion having three wall segments with irregular boundaries;

FIG. 6B is a partial view of a propagating fragmentation
curtain after detonation of the warhead of FIG. 6A;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged, partial cross-sectional view of a
wall configuration having a gradient of different size frag-
ments increasing in size from the inner margin to the outer
exterior margin without distinct ordered layers;

FIG. 8A is a stylized cross-sectional view illustrating a
first warhead configuration for comparison purposes;

FIG. 8B is a stylized cross-sectional view illustrating a
second warhead configuration;

FIG. 9A is a graph showing the results of hydrocode
analysis performed on the warhead configuration illustrated
in FIG. 8A;

FIG. 9B is a graph showing the results of hydrocode
analysis performed on the warhead configuration illustrated
in FIG. 8B;

FIG. 9C is a legend for the charts of FIGS. 9A and 9B.

FIG. 9D is a theorized pressure curve chart illustrating
gains associated with embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 10A through 10D are a series of stylized perspective
views illustrating example methods in accordance with the
disclosure and apparatus associated with those methods;

FIGS. 11A through 11G are a series of cross sectional
views of a mold and steps of manufacturing in accord with
embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 12 is a side view showing an assembly fabricated
using the manufacturing steps illustrated in FIGS. 11A
through 11G;

FIGS. 13 through 15 are perspective views of warheads
according to embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 16A is a perspective of a missile according to
embodiments of the disclosure; and

FIG. 16B is a perspective view of an artillery projectile
according to embodiments of the disclosure.

While the disclosed embodiments are amenable to various
modifications and alternative forms, specifics thereof have
been shown by way of example in the drawings and will be
described in detail. It should be understood, however, that
the intention is not to limit the claims to the particular
embodiments described. On the contrary, the intention is to
cover all modifications, equivalents, and alternatives falling
within the spirit and scope of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description, like reference characters
designate like or corresponding parts throughout the several
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views. Also in the following description, it is to be under-
stood that such terms as “forward,” “rearward,” “left,”
“right,” “upwardly,” “downwardly,” and the like are words
of convenience and are not to be construed as limiting terms.

Referring to FIG. 1, a perspective view showing a par-
tially cross-sectioned warhead 100 is depicted in accordance
with the present detailed description. Warhead 100 of FIG.
1 comprises an explosive charge 108. Explosive charge 108
may comprise a cylindrical container filled with high explo-
sives. A first sleeve 102 comprising a first set 122 of
preformed fragments is disposed about explosive charge
108. A second sleeve 104 comprising a second set 124 of
preformed fragments is disposed about both first sleeve 102
and explosive charge 108. With reference to FIG. 1, it will
be appreciated that first sleeve 102 is sandwiched between
explosive charge 108 and second sleeve 104 in the embodi-
ment of FIG. 1. In some embodiments, the fragments may be
spherical as illustrated and are formed of metal, such as steel
or tungsten.

In the embodiment of FIG. 1, the fragments of first sleeve
102 comprise relatively small fragments 120 and the frag-
ments of second sleeve 104 comprise relatively large frag-
ments 130 that are larger than small fragments 120. In the
embodiment of FIG. 1, small fragments 120 are held in place
by a first binding material 132 of first sleeve 102. Large
fragments 130 are held in place by a second binding material
134 of second sleeve 104 in the embodiment of FIG. 1. In
some embodiments, first binding material 132 and second
binding material 134 may comprise the same material. Upon
detonation of explosive charge 108, first binding material
132 and second binding material 134 may disintegrate so
that small fragments 120 and large fragments 130 become
unbound. When this is the case, small fragments 120 and
large fragments 130 are free from the binding effect of first
binding material 132 and second binding material 134 after
detonation of explosive charge 108. In some example
embodiments, the first binding material and/or the second
binding material may comprise a thermoplastic resin. In
some example embodiments, the first binding material and/
or the second binding material may comprise a thermoset-
ting polymer. In some example embodiments, the first
binding material and/or the second binding material may
comprise an epoxy.

It is contemplated that small fragments 120 and/or large
fragments 130 may be deformed after detonation of explo-
sive charge 108. In some useful embodiments, small frag-
ments 120 and large fragments 130 are both preformed
fragments having sufficient infrangibility and sufficient duc-
tility to remain intact after detonation of explosive charge
108. First binding material 132 and second binding material
134 hold the fragments in place until detonation of explosive
charge 108. However, first binding material 132 and second
binding material 134 lack sufficient strength to remain intact
after detonation of explosive charge 108. Said another way,
the binding materials are more frangible and more brittle
than the fragments. In particular, first binding material 132
is more frangible than small fragments 120 and second
binding material 134 is more frangible than large fragments
130. In some embodiments, first binding material 132 and
second binding material 134 obliterate upon detonation of
explosive charge 108. Small fragments 120 and large frag-
ments 130 are free to move relative to each other after first
binding material 132 and second binding material 134 have
broken into small pieces.

In the embodiment of FIG. 1, each small fragment 120
and each large fragment 130 has a generally spherical outer
surface. With reference to FIG. 1, it will be appreciated that
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small fragments 120 of first sleeve 102 are sandwiched
between explosive charge 108 and the large fragments 130
of'second sleeve 104. With first sleeve 102 disposed between
explosive charge 108 and second sleeve 104, expanding
gases produced by explosive charge 108 upon detonation
will push small fragments 120 into contact with large
fragments 130. In some useful embodiments, small frag-
ments 120 and large fragments 130 have curved outer
surfaces that facilitate migration of small fragments 120 into
interstitial spaces between large fragments 130 when small
fragments 120 are forced into contact with large fragments
130 upon detonation of explosive charge 108. The presence
of small fragments 120 in the interstitial spaces between
large fragments 130 may restrict the flow of the expanding
gases between large fragments 130. In this way, small
fragments 120 and large fragments 130 may cooperate to
contain the expanding gases for a longer time before venting
of expanding gases has occurred. Increased containment of
the expanding gases over a longer period of time may
increase the kinetic energy transferred to the large fragments
130, while only minimally reducing the kinetic energy of the
small fragments upon detonation of the explosive charge,
thus increasing the total fragmentation kinetic energy sig-
nificantly.

Warhead 100 of FIG. 1 includes a sheath 126 that is
disposed about second sleeve 104, first sleeve 102 and
explosive charge 108. A first cap 136 is fixed to a first end
of sheath 126 and a second cap 138 is fixed to a second end
of sheath 126. In FIG. 1, a detonator 128 of warhead 100 can
be seen contacting explosive charge 108.

Referring to FIG. 2, is a perspective view of a set of
preformed fragments 240 arranged to form a sleeve 250 is
depicted according to an embodiment of the disclosure. In
the embodiment of FIG. 2, sleeve 250 includes a generally
tubular wall 252 comprising a single layer of fragments 240
and each fragment 240 has a generally spherical outer
surface. The fragments 240 are stacked so that adjacent pairs
of fragments 240 are in tangential contact with one another
in the embodiment of FIG. 2. The single layer of stacked
spheres illustrated in FIG. 2 has a high compressive strength
yet almost no shear strength. When sleeve 250 is incorpo-
rated into a warhead, a binding material may be used to hold
fragments 240 in place prior to detonation of the warhead’s
explosive charge.

In the embodiment of FIG. 2, the fragments 240 of sleeve
250 are arranged in a plurality of axial columns 244 and
circumferential rows 246. A first circumferential row 246A
of sleeve 250 includes plurality of fragments 240 positioned
along a first curved line 256A. Sleeve 250 also includes a
second circumferential row 246B, a third circumferential
row 246C, and a fourth circumferential row 246D. Second
circumferential row 246B comprises a plurality of fragments
240 that are positioned along a second curved line 256B.
Third circumferential row 246C comprises a plurality of
fragments 240 that are positioned along a third curved line
256C. In the embodiment of FIG. 2, adjacent circumferential
rows, such as second circumferential row 246B and third
circumferential row 246C are offset from one another in an
axial direction. Fourth circumferential row 246D comprises
a plurality of fragments 240 that are positioned along a
fourth curved line 256D.

In the embodiment of FIG. 2, sleeve 250 includes a
plurality of fragments 240 positioned along a first line 254A
to form a first axial column 244A. First line 254A is
generally parallel to a central longitudinal axis 242 of sleeve
250 in the embodiment of FIG. 2. A plurality of fragments
240 are positioned along a second line 254B to form a
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second axial column 244B. In the embodiment of FIG. 2,
adjacent axial columns, such as first axial column 244A and
second axial column 244B, are offset from one another in a
circumferential direction. A plurality of fragments 240 are
positioned along a third line 254B to form a third axial
column 244B. A plurality of fragments 240 are positioned
along a fourth line 254B to form a fourth axial column 244B.

Referring to FIG. 3A, a stylized cross-sectional view of a
warhead 300 including an explosive charge 308 is depicted
according to an embodiment of the disclosure. The depiction
of FIG. 3B is a stylized axial view illustrating the operating
of the warhead shown in FIG. 3A. More particularly, FIG.
3B provides a stylized illustration showing elements of
warhead 300 after detonation of the explosive charge using
solid lines. Dashed lines are used to illustrate the elements
of warhead 300 prior to detonation of the explosive charge.

With reference to FIG. 3A, it will be appreciated that
warhead 300 comprises an explosive charge 308. A first
sleeve 302 comprising a first set 322 of preformed fragments
is disposed about explosive charge 308. A second sleeve 304
comprising a second set 324 of preformed fragments is
disposed about both first sleeve 302 and explosive charge
308. With reference to FIG. 3A, it will be appreciated that
first sleeve 302 is sandwiched between explosive charge 308
and second sleeve 304.

In the embodiment of FIG. 3A, the fragments of first
sleeve 302 comprise relatively small fragments 320 and the
fragments of second sleeve 304 comprise relatively large
fragments 330 that are larger than small fragments 320. In
the embodiment of FIG. 3A, small fragments 320 are held in
place by a first binding material 332 of first sleeve 302.
Large fragments 330 are held in place by a second binding
material 334 of second sleeve 304 in the embodiment of
FIG. 3A. In some embodiments, first binding material 332
and second binding material 334 may comprise the same
material.

In the embodiment of FIG. 3A, small fragments 320 and
large fragments 330 are both preformed fragments having
sufficient strength to remain intact after detonation of explo-
sive charge 308. For example, small fragments 320 and large
fragments 330 may both comprise a tungsten alloy. First
binding material 332 and second binding material 334 hold
the fragments in place until detonation of explosive charge
308. However, first binding material 332 and second binding
material 334 lack sufficient strength to remain intact after
detonation of explosive charge 308. Said another way, the
binding materials are sufficiently frangible to disintegrate
upon detonation of explosive charge 308.

The depiction of FIG. 3B is a stylized axial view depicting
elements of warhead 300 after detonation of the explosive
charge using solid lines. Dashed lines are used to illustrate
the elements of warhead 300 prior to detonation of the
explosive charge.

With reference to FIG. 3B, it will be appreciated that
expanding gases 336 produced by the explosive charge upon
detonation have pushed small fragments 320 into contact
with large fragments 330. The presence of small fragments
320 are disposed in interstitial spaces 338 between large
fragments 330 to temporarily surround the expanding gases
336 with a fragmentation curtain 339. The presence of the
fragmentation curtain 339, or more particularly of small
fragments 320 in interstitial spaces 338 between large frag-
ments 330, may restrict the flow of the expanding gases 336
between large fragments 330. In this way, small fragments
320 and large fragments 330 may cooperate to contain
expanding gases 336 for a longer time before venting of
expanding gases 336 has occurred. Increased containment of
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expanding gases 336 over a longer period of time may
increase the kinetic energy transferred to large fragments
330, while only reducing the energy of the small fragments
slightly, upon detonation of explosive charge 308 thus
significantly increasing the total kinetic energy of the frag-
mentation.

In some useful embodiments, small fragments 320 and
large fragments 330 have curved outer surfaces that facili-
tate migration of small fragments 320 into interstitial spaces
338 between large fragments 330 when small fragments 320
are forced into contact with large fragments 330 upon
detonation of explosive charge 308. In the embodiment of
FIG. 3A, each small fragment 320 and each large fragment
330 comprise a generally spherical outer surface. In the
embodiment of FIGS. 3A and 3B, each small fragment 320
comprises a preformed sphere having a first diameter DA.
Each large fragment 330 comprises a preformed sphere
having a second diameter that is larger than the first diameter
DB in the embodiment of FIGS. 3A and 3B.

Referring to FIGS. 4A and 4B, a stylized cross-sectional
view of a warhead 340 is depicted according to an embodi-
ment of the disclosure. The warhead 340 includes an explo-
sive charge 341, and a wall configuration 343 that includes
a first wall segment 342 disposed adjacent the explosive
charge 341, a second wall segment 344 disposed adjacent
the first wall segment 342, and a third wall segment 346
disposed adjacent the second wall segment 344, the second
wall segment 344 being disposed between the first wall
segment 342 and the third wall segment 346. The first wall
segment 342 includes a first set of preformed fragments 352,
the second wall segment 344 includes a second set of
preformed fragments 354, and the third wall segment 346
includes a third set of preformed fragments 356.

The first, second, and third sets of preformed fragments
352, 354, and 356 include preformed fragments 362, 364,
and 366, respectively. Each of the preformed fragments 364
of the second set of preformed fragments 354 are volumetri-
cally larger than each of the preformed fragments 362 of the
first set of preformed fragments 352 and volumetrically
smaller than the preformed fragments 366 of the third set of
preformed fragments 356. Herein, when referring to
“smaller preformed fragments 364”, the reference is in
relation to the preformed fragments 366, and when referring
to “larger preformed fragments 364, the reference is in
relation to the preformed fragments 362.

In some embodiments, some or all of the sets of pre-
formed fragments 352, 354, 356 define interstitial spaces
368, 370 between the respective preformed fragments 362,
364, 366 of the respective set. In addition to the first, second,
and third sets of preformed fragments 352, 354, and 356, the
wall segments 342, 344, and 346 may include binding
materials 372, 374, and 376, respectively.

In some embodiments the wall configuration 343 takes the
form of sleeves 382 that are concentric about a central axis
384 and surround the explosive charge 341 (depicted). In
some embodiments the sleeves 382 define an arced or ogive
cross-section, akin to FIG. 11G. For the depicted embodi-
ment, the wall configuration 343 defines substantially pla-
nar- or cylindrical-wall segment boundaries 386 for the wall
segments 342, 344, 346. Such substantially planar- or cylin-
drical-wall segment boundaries 386 are referred generically
or collectively herein as “regular” boundaries 386. In this
way, the sleeve 382 defined by the second wall segment 344
may be configured to receive the sleeve 382 defined by the
first wall segment 342 and the sleeve 382 defined by the
third wall segment 346 may be configured to receive the
sleeve 382 defined by the second wall segment 344.
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In some embodiments, the binding materials 372, 374,
376 are characterized as having a substantially lower density
or a substantially lower melting point (or both) relative to the
preformed fragments 362, 364, 366. Candidate materials
include epoxy resins, polymers, and certain metal fillers. In
some embodiments, the density of the binding material 372,
374, 376 is within a range of 0.5 to 4 grams per cubic
centimeter (g/cc) inclusive; in some embodiments, within a
range of 0.5 to 2 g/cc inclusive. Herein, a range that is said
to be “inclusive” includes the end point values of the stated
range as well as all values between the stated end point
values.

In some embodiments, a ratio of the density of the
preformed fragments 362, 364, 366 (e.g., tungsten alloy,
steel) to the binding materials 372, 374, 376 is in a range of
2 to 40 inclusive. In some embodiments, the melting tem-
perature of the binding materials 372, 374, 376 is within a
range of 150 to 350 degrees Centigrade (° C.) inclusive.
These melting points are substantially lower than the melt-
ing point of candidate materials for the preformed fragments
362, 364, 366 (e.g., tungsten alloy, steel), which may have
melting points that fall within a range of 1350° C. to 3425°
C.

Referring to FIGS. 5A through 5D, preformed fragments
350 of various shapes are depicted according to embodi-
ments of the disclosure. The preformed fragments 362, 364,
and 366 may be of various three-dimensional shapes, includ-
ing, but not limited to a spheres, flattened spheres, discs, a
polyhedron, a rounded cube, an ellipsoid, or a solid cone.
Examples of projectiles and shot of various shapes that may
be suitable for use as the fragments in the embodiments
herein are found in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,877,381; 4,913,054,
5,648,637, 6,161,482; 4,982,666, 4,996,923; 5,325,786;
4,686,904; 2,343.818; 3,952,659; 5,020,438; 5,527,376,
4,173,930 4,718,348, 4,982,666; 7,607,393; 8,622,000; and
8,122,832. All of these patents are incorporated herein by
reference in their entirety for all purposes, except for express
definitions and patent claims contained therein. A given
three-dimensional shape defines a major dimension D,
defined as the largest straight line dimension that can be
defined between two opposed points on a surface. For
example: for a sphere, the major dimension D is the diameter
of the sphere (FIG. 5A); for a cube, the major dimension D
is the longer diagonal dimension through the volume of the
cube between diagonally opposed corners (FIG. 5B); for an
ellipsoid, the major dimension D is the major diameter (FIG.
5C); for a solid cone, the major dimension D is either the
diameter of the base or the distance from the edge of the base
to the apex, whichever is greater (FIG. 5D).

In some embodiments, the first set of preformed frag-
ments are of a first uniform shape, the second set of
preformed fragments are of a second uniform shape, and the
third set of preformed fragments are of a third uniform
shape. The first set of preformed fragments 342, the second
set of preformed fragments 344, and the third set of pre-
formed fragments 346 may each define an average major
dimension D1, D2, and D3, respectively. In some embodi-
ments, the average major dimension D2 of the second set of
preformed fragments 344 is greater than the average major
dimension D1 of the first set of preformed fragments 342.
The average major dimension D3 of the third set of pre-
formed fragments 346 may be greater than the average
major dimension D2 of the second set of preformed frag-
ments. In some embodiments, a ratio of the average major
dimension D2 to D1 is in a range of 1.5 to 5 inclusive; in
some embodiments, in a range of 2 to 4 inclusive. In some
embodiments, a ratio of the average major dimension D3 to
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D2 is in a range of 1.5 to 5 inclusive; in some embodiments,
in a range of 2 to 4 inclusive. The stated ranges of the D2/D1
and D3/D2 ratios may translate to volumetric ratios that are
within a range 3 to 125 inclusive and 8 to 64 inclusive,
respectively.

In some embodiments, all of the preformed fragments
362, 364, 366 within a given set of preformed fragments
342, 344, and 346 define the same three-dimensional shape.
In some embodiments, all of the preformed fragments 362,
364, 366 across all sets of preformed fragments 352, 354,
and 356 define the same three-dimensional shape.

Referring to FIG. 6A, a wall configuration 390 for the
warhead 340 is depicted according to an embodiment of the
disclosure. The wall configuration 390 may include some of
the same components and attributes as the wall configuration
343, at least some of which are indicated with same-labeled
reference characters. A distinction of the wall configuration
390 relative to the wall configuration 343 is that some of
preformed fragments 362, 364 are predisposed in the inter-
stitial spaces 368, 370 of the adjacent, relatively larger
preformed fragments 364, 366, respectively. These predis-
posed preformed fragments 362', 364' reside at least partially
within the interstitial spaces 368, 370 when in the
assembled, pre-detonated configuration. Accordingly,
instead of all the preformed fragments 362, 364, 366 being
contained within regular boundaries 386 (e.g., planar- or
cylindrical-shaped boundaries) between the preformed sets
of fragments 352, 354, and 356 (FIG. 4B), the predisposed
preformed fragments 362' and/or 364' extend into the inter-
stitial spaces 368 and/or 370 of the relatively larger pre-
formed fragments 364 and/or 366 to define irregular bound-
aries 392 between the preformed sets of fragments 352, 354,
and 356 in the assembled, pre-detonated configuration (FIG.
6A).

While the wall configuration 390 depicts the boundaries
between the both the wall segments 342, 344 and the wall
segments 344, 346 as being irregular boundaries 392, a mix
of regular boundaries 386 and irregular boundaries 392 is
contemplated. That is, configurations that, for example,
include the irregular boundary 392 between the wall seg-
ments 342 and 344 and regular boundaries 386 between the
wall segments 344 and 346 are contemplated. The optional
binding materials 372, 374, 376 are omitted from FIG. 6A
for clarity.

Referring to FIG. 6B, an example of a portion of a
fragmentation curtain 394 momentarily created by the wall
configurations 343, 390 upon detonation of the explosive
charge 341 is depicted according to an embodiment of the
disclosure. The detonation generates expanding gases 396
that vaporize the binding materials 372, 374, 376 and push
the smaller preformed fragments 362, 364 into contact with
larger preformed fragments 364, 366. Expansion of the
gases 396 may cause the interstitial spaces 368, 370 to grow
as the larger preformed fragments 364, 366 are propelled
away from the detonation. The smaller preformed fragments
362, 364 are pushed into the interstitial spaces 368, 370,
even if the larger preformed fragments 364, 366 are sepa-
rating from each other to increase the size of the interstitial
spaces 368, 370 to momentarily form the fragmentation
curtain 394 that propagates away from the detonation. In this
way, smaller the preformed fragments 362, 364 and larger
preformed fragments 364, 366 cooperate to contain the
expanding gases 396 for a longer time transient before the
fragmentation curtain 394 disperses. The longer contain-
ment period for the expanding gases 396 acts to increase the
kinetic energy imparted to the preformed fragments 366,
while reducing the kinetic energy of the smaller the pre-
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formed fragments 362, 364 only slightly, upon detonation of
explosive charge 308 thus significantly increasing the total
kinetic energy of the fragmentation. Furthermore, some of
kinetic energy imparted to the smaller preformed fragments
362, 364 is transferred to the preformed fragments 366
during the collisions between the smaller preformed frag-
ments 362, 364 and the larger preformed fragments 364,
366.

Functionally, the preformed fragments 362, 364, 366 held
together by binding materials 372, 374, 376 requires less
energy to separate and release the fragments than does a
pre-fragmented frangible homogeneous medium of compa-
rable structural integrity. The smaller preformed fragments
362, 364 have less inertia than the adjacent larger preformed
fragments 364, 366, causing the smaller preformed frag-
ments 362, 364 to collide with the larger preformed frag-
ments 364, 366, even as the larger preformed fragments 364,
366 are propelled away from the smaller preformed frag-
ments 362, 364. This causes some of the smaller preformed
fragments 362, 364 to momentarily migrate into and cluster
within the interstitial spaces 368, 370. The clustering may be
facilitated by larger preformed fragments 364, 366 that
define convex surfaces (e.g., spheres, polyhedrons, radiused
edges and corners) which may effectively funnel the smaller
performed fragments 362, 364 into the interstitial spaces
368, 370. The transient presence of the clustered smaller
preformed fragments 362, 364 within the interstitial spaces
368, 370 further obstructs the flow of the expanding gases
396 through the interstitial spaces 368, 370. Effectively, the
clustering of the smaller preformed fragments 362, 364
decreases the porosity of the fragmentation curtain 394
locally at the interstitial spaces 368, 370. The decrease in the
porosity and attendant restriction in flow, however brief and
transient, causes an increase in the pressure drop across the
fragmentation curtain 394 relative to a system that lacks the
smaller interstitial spaces 368, 370. The increased pressure
effect is illustrated at FIG. 9D.

The binding materials 372, 374, 376 function to suspend
the preformed fragments 362, 364, 366 in a desired arrange-
ment and at desired locations within the respective wall
segment 342, 344, 346. In some embodiments, the pre-
formed fragments 362, 364, 366 are encased or partially
encases within the binding materials 372, 374, 376. The
binding materials 372, 374, 376 vaporize or otherwise flow
around the fragments preformed fragments 362, 364, 366
within a time frame that is shorter than the time required to
propel the preformed fragments 362, 364, 366 into the
interstitial spaces 368, 370. Accordingly, the binding mate-
rials 372, 374, 376 do not interfere with the clustering of the
formation of the smaller preformed fragments 362, 364
within the interstitial spaces 368, 370 and the subsequent
formation of the fragmentation curtain 396.

For embodiments that implement predisposed preformed
fragments 362', 364' in the interstitial spaces 368, 370 at
assembly (FIG. 6A), the placement of the predisposed
smaller preformed fragments 362", 364" may substantially fill
the interstitial spaces 368, 370 prior to detonation. As such,
the clustering of the smaller preformed fragments 362, 364
may be tighter (less porous) after detonation, and may rely
less on the random dynamics of fragment interaction to form
the clusters.

Referring to FIG. 7, a further embodiment of a partial wall
404 of an explosive fragmentation portion 406 where there
are four or more different volumetrically sized fragments
410, 412, 414, 416. A layer 420 of the smallest fragments
410 is at an inner margin 421 defined by a wall 424, formed,
for example, of steel, and is adjacent to the explosive
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material 414. A layer 428 of the largest fragments 416 is
positioned at the outer wall 438, defining an outer dispersion
margin 439 of the explosive fragmentation portion. The
intermediate sized fragments 412, 414 are positioned inter-
mediate the layer 420 of the smallest sized fragments and the
layer 428 of the largest sized fragments and may be in
generally ordered layers or may be in a disordered arrange-
ment. The partial wall may have an annular shape and be
part of a warhead, or may be a slab suitable for a mine, for
example. In embodiments, several slabs may be arranged to
form an annular explosive fragmentation arrangement.

Referring to FIGS. 8A and 8B, stylized cross-sectional
views of a first warhead configuration 460A and a second
warhead configuration 460B is depicted according to
embodiments of the disclosure. HYDROCODE analyses
were performed on both first warhead configuration 460A
and second warhead configuration 460B. The results of the
HYDROCODE analysis are plotted in FIGS. 9A and 9B.

The first warhead configuration 460A of FIG. 8A com-
prises a first sleeve 402 with a first set 422 of preformed
fragments disposed about an explosive charge 408. A second
sleeve 404 comprising a second set 424 of preformed
fragments is disposed about both first sleeve 402 and explo-
sive charge 408. In the embodiment of FIG. 8A, the frag-
ments of first sleeve 402 comprise relatively large fragments
and the fragments of second sleeve 404 with relatively small
fragments that are smaller than the fragments of first sleeve
402. First warhead configuration 460A includes a first cap
436 that is located at first end of the sleeves and a second cap
438 that is located at a second end of the sleeves. In FIG. 8A,
a detonator 428 can be seen contacting explosive charge
408.

The second warhead configuration 460B shown in FIG.
8B comprises a first sleeve 502 with a first set 522 of
preformed fragments disposed about an explosive charge
508. A second sleeve 504 comprising a second set 524 of
preformed fragments is disposed about both first sleeve 502
and explosive charge 508. In the embodiment of FIG. 8B,
the fragments of first sleeve 502 comprise relatively small
fragments and the fragments of second sleeve 504 comprise
relatively large fragments that are larger than the fragments
of first sleeve 502. Second warhead configuration 460B
includes a first cap 536 that is located at first end of the
sleeves and a second cap 538 that is located at a second end
of the sleeves. In FIG. 8B, a detonator 528 can be seen
contacting explosive charge 508.

With reference to FIGS. 8A and 8B, it will be appreciated
that warhead configuration 460A and warhead configuration
460B both include an explosive charge. For purposes of the
hydrocode analysis, warhead configuration 460A and war-
head configuration 460B had identical explosive charges
including the same mass of high explosives. Warhead con-
figuration 460A and warhead configuration 460B both
include a set of relatively small fragments and a set of
relatively large fragments. For purposes of the hydrocode
analysis, warhead configuration 460A and warhead configu-
ration 460B had identical sets of small and large fragments
having identical masses. The primary difference between the
two configurations was the arrangement of the two sets of
fragments. With reference to FIGS. 8A and 8B, it will be
appreciated that, in the first warhead configuration 460A of
FIG. 8A the large fragments are located between the explo-
sive charge and the small fragments. It will also be appre-
ciated that, in the second warhead configuration 460B
shown in FIG. 8B the small fragments are located between
the explosive charge and of the large fragments.
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Referring to FIGS. 9A and 9B, graphs illustrating the
results of the hydrocode analysis performed on the two
warhead configurations of FIGS. 8A and 8B. The graph of
FIG. 9A illustrates the energy profile of the first warhead
configuration 460 A. Fragment kinetic energy vs. polar loca-
tion is plotted on this graph. The data points representing the
kinetic energy of the large fragments are shown as open
triangles and the data points representing the kinetic energy
of the small fragments are shown as closed triangles.

The graph of FIG. 9B illustrates the energy profile of a
warhead with the second warhead configuration 460B. Frag-
ment kinetic energy vs. polar location is plotted in this
graph. The data points representing the kinetic energy of the
large fragments are shown as open circles and the data points
representing the kinetic energy of the small fragments are
shown as closed circles.

The results of the hydrocode analysis showed a substan-
tial increase in fragment kinetic energy of the second war-
head configuration 460B as compared to the first warhead
configuration 460A.

Referring to FIG. 9D, a theorized pressure curve chart
illustrates pressure increases associated for embodiments of
the disclosure. A first curve 546 and a second curve 548 are
depicted, with the second curve representing the theorized
pressure gains associated with embodiments of the disclo-
sure. The fragmentation curtain 339 of FIG. 3B is depicted
as being substantially continuous about the expanding gas-
ses 336. Such a continuous fragmentation curtain 339 is an
ideal circumstance for a sleeved configuration. In some
embodiments, the wall configuration 343, 390 defines a
substantially planar slab, with the fragmentation curtain 339
emanating primarily in a single direction (i.e., does not
surround the detonation). Skilled artisans in the relevant arts
will recognize, in view of this disclosure, that, given the
transient nature of the detonation event, even partial, dis-
continuous, or non-surrounding fragmentation curtains 339
may produce the desired effects of FIG. 9D.

Referring to FIGS. 10A through 10D, referred to collec-
tively herein as FIGS. 10, a series of stylized perspective
views illustrating example fabrication methods and an appa-
ratus associated with those methods are depicted in accor-
dance with embodiments of the disclosure. At FIG. 10A, a
first sleeve 602 is assembled over an explosive fill container
662. High explosives may be placed in explosive fill con-
tainer 662 at various times without deviating from the spirit
and scope of this detailed description. In the embodiment of
FIGS. 10, first sleeve 602 has a generally annular shape
including an inner surface that defines a first cavity 668A.
Although one half of an annular shape is shown, embodi-
ments will include assembly of complete annular sleeves
and partial annular sleeves. With reference to FIG. 104, it
will be appreciated that first cavity 668A is dimensioned to
receive explosive fill container 662. First sleeve 602 com-
prises a first set 622 of preformed fragments. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 10A, first set 622 comprise small fragments
620.

At FIG. 10B, a second sleeve 604 is assembled over first
sleeve 602 and explosive fill container 662. Second sleeve
604 has a generally annular shape including an inner surface
664 that defines a second cavity 668B. It will be appreciated
that second cavity 668B is dimensioned to receive first
sleeve 602 and explosive fill container 662. With reference
to FIG. 10C, it will be appreciated that first sleeve 602 will
be sandwiched between explosive charge 608 and second
sleeve 604 after second sleeve 604 is assembled over first
sleeve 602.



US 11,614,311 Bl

17

In the embodiment of FIGS. 10, the fragments of first
sleeve 602 comprise relatively small fragments 620 and the
fragments of second sleeve 604 comprise relatively large
fragments 630 that are larger than small fragments 620. In
the embodiment of FIGS. 10, small fragments 620 are held
in place by a first binding material 632 of first sleeve 602.
Large fragments 630 are held in place by a second binding
material 634 of second sleeve 604 in the embodiment of
FIG. 10. In some embodiments, first binding material 632
and second binding material 634 may comprise the same
material.

At FIG. 10C, a sheath 626 is installed over second sleeve
604, first sleeve 602 and explosive fill container 662. In the
embodiment of FIG. 10C, sheath 626 has a generally annular
or tube-like shape.

AtFIG. 10D, a first cap 636 is fixed to a first end of sheath
626 and a second cap 638 is fixed to a second end of sheath
626. First cap 636, second cap 638 and sheath 626 may
cooperate to contain, secure and protect all components
located therein.

At FIGS. 11A through 11G, a series of cross sectional
views of a mold and steps of manufacturing is depicted
according to embodiments of the disclosure. A mold 770 is
provided. The mold 770 defines a first annular containment
782. In the embodiment of FIG. 11A, mold 770 comprises
a first core 772, a mold body 780, and a first plug 776. First
core 772, mold body 780, and first plug 776 cooperate to
define the first annular containment 782 in the embodiment
of FIG. 11A. The first plug 776 defines passageways that
fluidly communicate with the first annular containment 782.

At FIG. 11B, a first multiplicity of spherical fragments of
a uniform first size are loaded within the first annular
containment 782. The first multiplicity of spherical frag-
ments are arranged to form a wall comprising a single layer
of fragments. The fragments are arranged so outer spherical
surfaces of adjacent pairs of fragments are in tangential
contact with one another in the embodiment of FIG. 11B.

At FIG. 11C, the first annular containment 782 is filled
with a first annular containment binder 786. The first annular
containment binder 786 has a flowable condition so that the
first annular containment binder flows into space between
fragments. In this way, the first annular containment binder
786 fills the volume of the first annular containment that is
not occupied by fragments so that the first annular contain-
ment binder 786 may hold the fragments in place after the
first annular containment binder 786 has been allowed to
harden. The hardened first annular containment binder 786
and spherical fragments embedded within the first annular
containment binder 786 form a first sleeve 702. With refer-
ence to FIG. 11C, it will be appreciated that first sleeve 702
generally has the shape of the first annular containment 782.

At FIG. 11D, the first mold insert 776 and the first core
772 are removed from the mold 770. A second core 774 is
placed in the position formerly occupied by the first core
772. The second core 774 and first sleeve 702 defined a
second annular containment 784. A second multiplicity of
spherical fragments of a uniform second size are loaded
within the second annular containment 784.

At FIG. 11E, a second mold insert 778 has been placed in
the position formerly occupied by first mold insert 776.
Second plug 778 defines passageways that fluidly commu-
nicate with the second annular containment 784.

At FIG. 11F, the second annular containment 784 is filled
with a second annular containment binder 788. The second
annular containment binder 788 has a flowable condition so
that the second annular containment binder 788 flows into
space between fragments. In this way, the second annular
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containment binder 788 fills the volume of the second
annular containment that is not occupied by fragments so
that the second annular containment binder 788 will hold the
fragments in place after the second annular containment
binder 788 has been allowed to harden. The hardened second
annular containment binder 788 and spherical fragments
embedded within the second annular containment binder
788 form a second sleeve 704. The second sleeve 704
generally has the shape of the second annular containment
784.

At FIG. 11G, the first sleeve 702 and the second sleeve
704 have been removed from the mold 770. The second
sleeve 704 defines a cavity 790. A warhead in accordance
with this detailed description may include first sleeve 702,
second sleeve 704 and an explosive charge disposed in
cavity 790. The explosive charge may comprise, for
example, a container filled with high explosives.

With continuing reference to FIGS. 11A through 11G, it
will be appreciated that a method of manufacturing a war-
head in accordance with this detailed description may
include loading a first multiplicity of spherical fragments of
a uniform first size within a first annular containment in an
ordered arrangement and filling the first annular containment
with a first annular containment binder for at least substan-
tially covering the first multiplicity of spherical fragments.
The first annular containment binder may have a flowable
condition to facilitate filling of the first annular containment.
The method may include allowing the binder to harden
wherein the spherical fragments are embedded within the
first annular containment binder in a first annular form
having the shape of the first annular containment. This
example method may also include loading a second multi-
plicity of spherical fragments of a uniform second size
within a second annular containment having a wall surface
that corresponds to a wall surface of the first annular
containment. This method may additionally include filling
the second annular containment with a second annular
containment binder for at least substantially covering the
multiplicity of spherical fragments. The second annular
containment binder may have a flowable condition to facili-
tate filling of the second annular containment. The method
may include allowing the second annular containment
binder to harden wherein the spherical fragments are embed-
ded within the second annular containment binder in a
second annular form with the shape of the second annular
containment. An explosive material may be positioned
within a cavity defined by the annular forms. The first
annular form, the second annular form and the explosive
material may be positioned within a housing with one
annular form interior to the other annular form.

Some example methods may include utilizing the second
annular containment to define part of the first annular form
and/or utilizing the first annular containment to define part
of the second annular form.

Some example methods may include loading the second
multiplicity of fragments such that each fragment that is not
at a periphery of the ordered arrangement but is in contact
with a plurality of other adjacent fragments of the same size.

Some example methods may include overmolding one of
the first annular form and the second annular form over the
other of the first annular form and the second annular form.

Some example methods may include utilizing a thermo-
plastic resin as the first annular containment binder. A
thermoplastic resin may also be utilized for the second
annular containment binder in some example methods.
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Some example methods may include installing the war-
head in a deliverable weapon platform such as a missile, an
artillery round, an aerial bomb, a mortar round, or a grenade.

Referring to FIG. 12, a side view of an assembly fabri-
cated using the manufacturing steps illustrated in FIGS. 11A
through 11G is depicted according to an embodiment of the
disclosure. An outer surface of first sleeve 702 is visible in
FIG. 12.

Referring to FIGS. 13 through 15, perspective views of
illustrative warheads are depicted according to embodiments
of the disclosure. The warheads may have various three
dimensional shapes without deviating from the spirit and
scope of this detailed description.

Referring to FIG. 16A, a perspective of a missile is
depicted according to an embodiment of the disclosure. The
missile of FIG. 16A may include a warhead such as the
illustrative warheads discussed in this detailed description.
The missile may deliver the warhead to a precise location
near a target. Once the warhead is near the target, the
explosive charge may be detonated. The warhead may
include concentric annular sleeves that upon detonation
provide placement of smaller fragments of an inner annular
sleeve interstitially with respect to larger fragments of an
outer annular sleeve in an expanding fragmentation curtain
that contains expanding gases to increase the pressure of the
explosion and the kinetic energy transferred to the frag-
ments. The fragments may neutralize the target.

Referring to FIG. 16B, a perspective view of an artillery
projectile is depicted according to an embodiment of the
disclosure. The artillery projectile of FIG. 16B may include
a warhead such as the illustrative warheads discussed in this
detailed description. Warheads in accordance with this
detailed description may be carried by various deliverable
weapons. Examples of deliverable weapons include mis-
siles, artillery rounds, aerial bombs, torpedoes, mortar
rounds, and grenades. Warheads in accordance with this
detailed description may also be incorporated into non-
deliverable weapons, for example, landmines, underwater
naval mines, and ocean floor mines. In some applications, a
warhead in accordance with this detailed description may
have a explosive fragmentation portion that has generally
planar shapes, dome shapes, bowl shapes, slab shapes.
Various fragmentation wall portions may be combined about
explosive material to form a warhead in a delivery platform
as described herein.

Patents illustrating suitable platforms for utilization of the
embodiments disclosed herein include the following U.S.
Pat. Nos. 8,931,415; 7,614,348, 6,981,672; 5,925,845,
5,404,813; 5,107,766; 4,123,974; 3,838,642; 3,724,379,
2,892,401; 2,479,861; and 2,377,174. All of these patents
are incorporated by reference herein in their entirety for all
purposes, except for express definitions and patent claims
contained therein.

The descriptions of the various embodiments of the
present disclosure have been presented for purposes of
illustration, but are not intended to be exhaustive or limited
to the embodiments disclosed. Many modifications and
variations will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the
art without departing from the scope and spirit of the
described embodiments. The terminology used herein was
chosen to explain the principles of the embodiments, the
practical application or technical improvement over tech-
nologies found in the marketplace, or to enable others of
ordinary skill in the art to understand the embodiments
disclosed herein.
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What is claimed is:

1. An explosive device, comprising:

an explosive charge;

a first wall disposed adjacent said explosive charge and

including a first set of preformed fragments; and

a second wall disposed adjacent said first wall and includ-

ing a second set of preformed fragments,

wherein:

the preformed fragments of said second set of pre-
formed fragments are volumetrically larger than the
preformed fragments of said first set of preformed
fragments; and

said first wall and said second wall are configured so
that said first set of preformed fragments contact said
second set of fragments upon detonation of said
explosive charge.

2. The explosive device of claim 1, wherein:

said second set of preformed fragments defines a plurality

of interstitial spaces; and

upon detonation of said explosive charge, said explosive

device is configured so that some of the preformed
fragments of said first set of preformed fragments are
forced into said plurality of interstitial spaces of said
second set of preformed fragments to temporarily
restrict flow of expanding gases through said second set
of preformed fragments.

3. The explosive device of claim 1, wherein:

the preformed fragments of said first set of preformed

fragments are of a first uniform shape; and

the preformed fragments of said second set of preformed

fragments are of a second uniform shape.

4. The explosive device of claim 3, wherein:

each preformed fragment of said first set of preformed

fragments defines a three-dimensional shape selected
from the group consisting of a sphere, a polyhedron, a
rounded cube, a flattened sphere, an ellipsoid, and a
solid cone; and

each preformed fragment of said second set of preformed

fragments defines a three-dimensional shape selected
from the group consisting of a sphere, a polyhedron, a
rounded cube, an ellipsoid, and a solid cone.

5. The explosive device of claim 4, wherein said first set
of preformed fragments and said second set of preformed
fragments each define an average major dimension, said
average major dimension of said second set of preformed
fragments being greater than said average major dimension
of said first set of preformed fragments by a factor of 2 to 4
inclusive.

6. The explosive device of claim 1, wherein:

said first wall includes a binding material that suspends

and secures said first set of preformed fragments within
said first wall prior to detonation; and

said second wall includes a binding material that suspends

and secures said second set of preformed fragments
within said second wall prior to detonation.

7. The explosive device of claim 1, wherein each of said
first wall and said second wall defines a substantially planar
slab.

8. The explosive device of claim 1, comprising a third
wall disposed adjacent said second wall and including a
third set of preformed fragments, wherein:

said second wall is disposed between said first wall and

said third wall;

each preformed fragment of said third set of preformed

fragments are volumetrically larger than each pre-
formed fragment of said second set of preformed
fragments; and
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said second wall and said third wall are configured so that
said second set of preformed fragments contact said
third set of fragments upon detonation of said explosive
charge.

9. The explosive device of claim 8, wherein:

said second set of preformed fragments defines a plurality
of interstitial spaces; and

upon detonation of said explosive charge, said explosive
device is configured so that some of the preformed
fragments of said first set of preformed fragments are
forced into said plurality of interstitial spaces of said
second set of preformed fragments to temporarily
restrict flow of expanding gases through said second set
of preformed fragments; and

said third set of preformed fragments defines a plurality of
interstitial spaces,

wherein, upon detonation of said explosive charge, said
explosive device is configured so that some of the
preformed fragments of said second set of preformed
fragments are forced into said plurality of interstitial
spaces of said third set of preformed fragments to
temporarily restrict flow of expanding gases through
said third set of preformed fragments.

10. The explosive device of claim 8, wherein:

the preformed fragments of said first set of preformed
fragments are of a first uniform shape;

the preformed fragments of said second set of preformed
fragments are of a second uniform shape; and

the preformed fragments of said third set of preformed
fragments are of a third uniform shape.

11. The explosive device of claim 10, wherein:

each preformed fragment of said first set of preformed
fragments defines a three-dimensional shape selected
from the group consisting of a sphere, a polyhedron, a
rounded cube, an ellipsoid, and a solid cone;

each preformed fragment of said second set of preformed
fragments defines a three-dimensional shape selected
from the group consisting of a sphere, a polyhedron, a
rounded cube, an ellipsoid, and a solid cone; and

each preformed fragment of said third set of preformed
fragments defines a three-dimensional shape selected
from the group consisting of a sphere, a polyhedron, a
rounded cube, an ellipsoid, and a solid cone.
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12. The explosive device of claim 11, wherein said first set
of preformed fragments, said second set of preformed frag-
ments, and said third set of preformed fragments each define
an average major dimension, said average major dimension
of'said second set of preformed fragments being greater than
said average major dimension of said first set of preformed
fragments by a factor of 2 to 4 inclusive, and said average
major dimension of said third set of preformed fragments
being greater than said average major dimension of said
second set of preformed fragments by a factor of 2 to 4
inclusive.

13. The explosive device of claim 11, wherein each
preformed fragment of said first set of preformed fragments,
said second set of preformed fragments, and said third set of
preformed fragments define a same three-dimensional
shape.

14. The explosive device of claim 13, wherein each
preformed fragment of said first set of preformed fragments,
said second set of preformed fragments, and said third set of
preformed fragments are spherical.

15. The explosive device of claim 1, wherein:

said first wall includes a first binding material that sus-

pends and secures said first set of preformed fragments
within said first wall prior to detonation; and

said third wall includes a third binding material that

suspends and secures said third set of preformed frag-
ments within said third wall prior to detonation.

16. The explosive device of claim 15, wherein said first
binding material and said third binding material are com-
posed of a same binding material.

17. The explosive device of claim 15, wherein said second
wall includes a second binding material that suspends and
secures said second set of preformed fragments within said
second wall prior to detonation.

18. The explosive device of claim 17, wherein said first
binding material, said second binding material, and said
third binding material are composed of a same binding
material.

19. The explosive device of claim 8, wherein each of said
first wall, said second wall, and said third wall defines a
substantially planar slab.

20. The explosive device of claim 8, wherein said first
wall, said second wall, and said third wall are ordered layers.
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