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Zo all whony it may concern:

Be it known that I, ANDREW DROST, a citi-
zen of the United States,residing at Marinette,
in the county of Marinette and State of Wis-
consin, have invented certain new and useful
Improvements in Suspenders; and I do here-
by declare the following to be a full, clear,
and exact description of the invention, such
aswill enable othersskilled in the art to which.
it appertains to make and use the same.

This invention relates to suspenders; and
the object in view is to provide suspenders of
such construction as to enable the wearer to
stoop or assume any posture without causing

the shoulder-straps or other parts of the sus-

penders to bind or hamper the wearer in such
movements, the suspenders readily accommo-
dating themselves to any movement of the
body by reason of the peculiar front and back
connections adjacent to the suspender-ends.

The invention consists in certain novel fea-
tures and details of construction and arrange-
ment of parts, as hereinafter fully described,
llustrated in the drawings, and incorporated
in the claims hereto appended. '

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is
a view of a pair of suspenders constructed in
accordance with the present invention. Fig,
2 is an enlarged elevation of the back connec-
tion. Fig. 3 isa similar view of the front con-
nection. Fig. 4 is a detail plan view of one

‘of the yokes with the rosette or ornamenta-

tion omitted. Fig. 5 is a detail plan view of
one of the metal fasteners by means of which
the ends of the yoke are connected to the
shoulder-straps orsuspender-ends, as the case
may be.

Similar numerals designate corresponding
parts in the several figures of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings, 1 designates the
shoulder-straps, which may be made of any
suitable length or material and which for the
purpose of carrying out the present invention
are provided al their rear ends with U-shaped
metal loops 2. Each of said loops is formed
from a single piece of wire, the same being
bent at or near its central portion to form an
eye or loop proper, 3, after which the termi-
nals of the wire are extended in opposite di-
rections and bent around into U shape, as
shown at 4, the sald terminal portions con-
forming to the marginal edge of the shoulder-

strap at its end and being secured thereto
by means of a flexible binding of leather or
analogous material, said binding being folded
over the terminals of the wire and stitched or
otherwise united to the shounlder-strap. In-
stead of forming the loop 3 integrally with the
U-shaped terminal portions 4, the wire may
be bent in the first instance into the U shape
described and secured to the end of the shoul-
der-strap, after which a separately-formed
link 5 may be engaged therewith, as shown.

The back connection comprises an upper
and a lower yoke. The upper yoke 6 con-
sists of a strip of metal or a piece of wire bent
into segmental or substantially semicircular
shape, as shown, and having its extremities
recurved or coiled to form eyes 7 for engag-
ing the loop 3 or links 5 of the shoulder-straps
abovedescribed. Theextremitiesof the yoke
are connected by a cross bar or strip 8, hav-
ing its ends hooked through and in engage-
ment with the eyes 7 of the yoke, thus pre-
venting thespreading of the yoke. Thespace
within the yoke is preferably filled by means
of a rosette or any other desired ornamenta-
tion, thus giving a finished appearance to the
suspenders.

- The lower yoke (indicated at 10) is similar
in construection to the upper yoke and is dis-
posed reversely thereto, the segmental por-
tions of the yokes being connected by a link
11, preferably in the form of a loop or flexi-
ble strap having its end portions folded
around the segmental portions of the yoke,
whereby said yokes may easily and freely
slide through the end portions of the saidlink
or loop in order to enable the suspenders to ac-
commodate themselves freely to the outline of
the body and to the varying positions thereof.

The suspender-ends 12 are reinforced at
their upper extremities by means of U-shaped
bracesor wires 13, folded around the marginal
edge of the suspender-end and connected
thereto by a binding 18%, a link 14 connecting
said wire with one of the looped or coiled ex-
tremities of the lower yoke.

Thefront connection between the shoulder-
straps and suspender-ends is the same as that
just deseribed in connection with the rear
suspender-ends and the lower yoke of the
back connection. Inthe front connectionthe
segmental portion of the yoke engages with
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a hook 15, formed from a piece of wire, the
same being folded at or near its center to con-
stitute the hook 15 and having its terminals
extended in opposite directions and then re-
curved and extended toward each other, so
as to engage with the looped or folded end of
the shoulder-strap 1. This construetion per-
mits the segmental portion of the yoke to
slide within the hook 15, or vice versa. This
enables the shoulder-straps to yield laterally
and slidingly and accommodate the various
movements of the body.

Having thus deseribed the invention, what
is claimed as new is—

1. In suspenders, a yoke made in substan-
tially semicircular form and havingits curved
portion slidingly engaged with one of the
shoulder-straps, the suspender-ends connect-
ed to the extremities of said yoke, and a cross-
bar connecting said extremities, substantially
as described.

2. Insuspenders, the combination with one
of the shoulder-straps, of a metal strip or
piece of wire extending around the margin of
the end of said strap, and binding material
folded around said wire and stitched or other-
wise secured to the strap, substantially as de-
seribed.

3. In suspenders, the combination with a
shoulder-strap, of a strip of metal bent to con-
form to the marginal edge of one of the ends
of the strap and secured thereto by suitable

binding, said strip being bent at a centrai
point or offset from the body of the strip to
form an eye, substantially as described.

4. Tn suspenders, the combination with a
shoulder-strap, of a strip of metal bentaround
and conforming to the curvature of the mar-
ginal edge of one of the ends of said strap
and secured thereto by suitable binding fold-
ed over said wire and stitched or otherwise
united to the strap, and a back or front con-
nection having a linked connection with sa1d
strip, substantially as deseribed.

5. In suspenders, a back connection, con-
sisting of a pair of reversely-disposed semi-
circular yokes, each havingits ends connect-
ed by a cross-bar, the curved portions of said
yokes being arranged adjacent to each other,
and a link slidingly and adjuastably connect-
ing said yokes and made in the form of a strap
having its end portions folded around the
curved portions of the yoke, whereby said
yokes are free to adjust themselves relatively
to each other, substantially as and for the
purpose described.

In testimony whereof I have signed this
specification in the presence of two subserib-
ing witnesses.

ANDREW DROST.
Witnesses:
ALBERT GERRETT,
WirniaM LUKLE.
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