


April 28, 1936. G. C. WH?TTLES 2,038,866 
TOBACCO BUNCHING MACHINE 

Filed July 25, l934 2 Sheets-Sheet 2 

  



5 

20 

40 

45 

50 

55 

Patented Apr. 28, 1936 

UNITED STATES 

2,038,866 

PATENT OFFICE 
2,038,866 

TOBACCo BUNCHING MACHINE 
George C. Whittles, Irvington, N. J., assignor to 
Tobacco Machine Supply Company, Inc., New 
ark, N.J., a corporation of New Jersey 
Application July 25, 1934, serial No. 736,830 

4 Claims. (Cl. 131-42) 
My invention relates to improvements in to 

bacco bunching machines for shaping filler ma 
terial into cigar form and it is concerned par 
ticularly with machines of the type in which the 
filler is rolled over a bed plate by a looped apron 
and roller cooperating therewith. 
In bunching long and short filler it has been 

found desirable to roll the latter longer than the 
former because the strap content of which the 
short filler is formed, at least in part, is not so 
readily shaped and compacted as the long filler. 
Having the foregoing in mind, the principal 

object of my invention, broadly stated, is to 
equip a machine of the specified type with novel 
means for effecting a more extended rolling op 
eration with short than with long filler material, 
So that the short filler is subjected to a prolonged 
compacting and shaping as compared with the 
long filler, and to provide in addition to the above 
for forming bunches of either substantially uni 
form size throughout or tapered as desired. · 

Specifically my invention comprehends equip- . 
ping such a machine with separate long and 
short filler loading pockets for positively, backing 
the apron in loading operations and arranged so 
that the forming loop in the apron travels fur 
ther from the short filler. pocket than from the 
long filler pocket for the purpose, above set forth. 
Another object, specifically stated, is to equip 

the machine. with novel efficient means for vary 
ing the relation of the axis of the apron rollito 
the table or bed to produce bunches either of 
Substantially uniform size throughout or tapering 
toward either end. . . , " 

Still another object is to provide for obtaining 
a Wide range of fine, variations in the size of the 
apron loop to correspondingly vary the size of the 
bunch rolled therein. 

Still i another object is to provide a novel 
mounting for the forming roll whereby either or 
both ends thereof may be adjusted to vary, the 
position of the roll in accordance with different 
operating requirements, and yieldingly support 
ing the roll in any of its adjusted positions. 
Other and auxiliary objects together with the 

structural details of my invention will be clearly 
understood when - the following description and 
claims are read in conjunction with the drawings 
accompanying and forming a part of the speci 
fication. 
In said drawings: 
Figure 1 is a top plan view of the machine of 

my invention as it is used in bunching long filler 
material. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----- 

Figure 2 is a Side view thereof. 
Figure 3 is a view in longitudinal section taken 

On the line 3—3 Of Figure 1. 
Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view illustrat 

ing a portion of the forming roll and my improved 5 
means for mounting the Same. š, 

Figure 5 is a perspective wiew of a long filler 
pocket member. 

Figure i 6 is a fragmentary top plan view of 
the machine as it is used in bunching short filler, 0 
and - : 

Figure 7 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 
ShoWing Of Figure 6. * * * 

Proceeding now to a detailed descripton of the 
type of machine with which my invention is par 
ticularly concerned and my improvements there- : 
in, and with reference to the drawings, i desig 
nates the usual rectangular base frame of the 
machine for securing the same to a suitable sup 
port represented in dotted limes in Figure 1 as at 
2. Above said frame is a bed plate forming a 20 
tablie 3 located centrally of saidframe and having 
its sides spaced from said frame. The table. 3 
is curved longitudinally in an arc coincident with 
the arc of movement of an operating frame 4 25 
pivoted as at 5 to be rocked longitudinally of said *: 
table, on brackets i 6, and including opposed up 
standing arms 7 and 8 disposed on opposite sides 
of the table 3 and extending above the latter 
through slots 9 for a purpose presently clear. Op 
posite ends of the table 3 are connected to the 30 
base frame i by webs i 0 and I l forming trough 
shaped loading and discharge pockets i 2 and 3 
extending transversely of said table 3 at opposite 
ends of the latter, respectively, the loading pocket 
12 being located considerably below the table 3. *** 
Fianges, as at i 4, reinforce the side edges of said 
table 3 and the ends of said pockets f2 and 13. 
Preferably the base frame , table 3, pockets 12 
and : f3, and flanges 14, are cast or otherwise o 
formed in a single piece from cast iron or other * T 
suitable material. Overlying the table 3 and the 
loading pocket 12 is an apron 5, of flêxible ma 
terial, having one end secured slightly below the 
discharge end of the table 3, as at 16, and its op- 4 
posite end fixed by a clamping bar 7, to a roller *** 
8 mounted in lugs i 9 upstanding from the base 
frame I. A sufficient slack is maintained in the 
apron 5 to form a loop in the loading trough 12 
into which the filler is placed as will be under- 50 
stogod. Mounted in the extending ends of the arms *** 
7 and 8, by means presently described, is a roller 
20. The arrangement of the frame 4, roll 20 and 
apron 5 is such that the roll may be swung by 
operation of said frame from its normal positions 
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the sides of the frame, the ends of said table be 
ing connected to the frame by trough shaped webs 
of relatively different depths one of which has 
opposed slots in the bottom wall thereof, a side 
member of Said frame being provided with a lon 
gitudinally extending slot and one end member 
having a pair of lugs formed thereon adjacent 
opposite sides of Said frame respectively. 

4. In a machine of the class described, a rec 
10 tangular base frame, a raised table located cen 

end closure plates. 

3 
trally thereof, a trough at on? end of said table 
provided with opposed slots opening through the 
ends thereof, and end closure members for said 
trough fitting snugly therein, clamping Screws 
pressing through said slots and threaded into the 
lower edges of said plates, respectively, and a 
bunching apron coacting with said table with a 
portion adapted to enter said trough between said 
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