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[57] ABSTRACT

A hollow nape drying assembly is mounted on a hol-
low main portion of a hair dryer. Main openings in a
plate portion of the nape drying assembly can be
aligned with openings in an outer wall of the main por-
tion of the hair dryer. There are inwardly directed air
discharge openings in the plate portion spaced from
the main openings. The nape drying assembly. can be
held in an operative position with the main openings
in the plate portion aligned with the openings in the
outer wall portion so that warm air can be directed
through the nape drying assembly, in an inoperative
position in which the main openings in the plate por-
tion are out of alignment with the openings in the
outer wall portion, and in an intermediate position.

4 Claims, 10 Drawing Figures
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1
NAPE DRYING ASSEMBLY FOR A HAIR DRYER

This invention relates to hair dryers. More particu-
larly, this invention relates to a hood type hair dryer
having a nape drying attachment.

An object of this invention is to provide a hair dryer
which has a portion for directing warm air toward the
nape of the neck.

A further object of this invention is to provide such
a hair dryer in which the nape drying portion can be
rendered inoperative when drying short hair.

A further object of this invention is to provide such
a device in which the nape drying portion can be held
in an intermediate position for directing a controlled
amount of warm air toward the nape of the neck.

Briefly, this invention provides a hair dryer which in-
cludes a hollow, nape drying assembly mounted on a
rear portion of a main hair dryer housing. Openings in
the nape drying assembly can overlie openings in a re-
turn bent flange of an inner portion of the hair dryer
housing to permit passage of warm air from the main
hair dryer housing into the nape drying assembly. In-
wardly directed openings in the nape drying assembly
direct the warm air inwardly. The nape drying assembly
is slidably mounted so that it can be moved to an inop-
erative position in which. a plate member of the nape
drying assembly overlies the openings in the return
bent flange to close the openings of the return bent
flange and to an intermediate position at which a con-
trolled amount of warm- air is projected through the
nape drying assembly.

The above and other objects and features of the in-
vention will be apparent to those skilled in the art to
which this invention pertains from the following:de-
tailed description and the drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a'dryer hood con-
structed in accordance with an embodiment of this in-
vention, a nape drying portion thereof being shown in
raised position;

FIG. 2 is a view in section of the dryer hood shown
in FIG. 1, an inlet conduit being shown in association
therewith;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary view in rear elevation of the
dryer hood on an enlarged scale with the nape drying
portion being shown in raised position, supports
thereof being shown in section;

FIG. 4 is a view in section taken on the line 4—4 in
FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a view in section taken on the line 5—5 in
FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary view in rear elevation of the
dryer hood with the nape drying portion being shown
in an intermediate position, supports thereof being
shown in section;

FIG. 7 is a view in section taken on the line 7—7 in
FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 is a fragmentary view in rear elevation of the
dryer hood with the nape drying portion being shown
in a lowered position, supports thereof being shown in
section;

FIG. 9 is a view in section taken on the line-9—9 in
FIG. 8; and

FIG. 10 is a view in section taken on the line 10—10
in FIG. 8.

In the following detailed description and the draw-
ings, like reference characters indicate like parts.
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In FIGS. 1 and 2 is shown a dryer hood 22 including
a dome shaped outer member 23 and a generally dome
shaped inner member 24. The inner member 24 is pro-
vided with a plurality of air outlet openings or perfora-
tions 26 (FIG. 2). The inner member 24 is also pro-
vided with a return-bent portion 27. Flanges 28 and 29
(FIG. 8) on the outer member 23 and on the return
bent portion 27, respectively, are held in engagement
by a connecting band 31 of channel shape in section
with the return bent portion aligned with the outer
dome shaped member 23. The outer dome shaped
member 23 and the return bent portion 27 form the
outer wall of the dryer hood. Warm air is introduced
into a space 32 (FIG. 2) between the dome shaped
members 23 and 24 through a conduit. 33 and an open-
ing 34 in the dome shaped member 23. The warm air
is discharged through the openings or perforations 26.

A nape drying assembly 36 is mounted on a rear sec-
tion of the return bent portion 27. The nape drying as-
sembly 36 includes a plate member 38 (FIGS. 3, 4 and
5), which fits flatwise against the return bent portion 27
and' is slidable thereon between positions shown in
FIGS. 4, 7 and 9. A hood member 39 is attached to the
plate member- 38 to define a space 41 therebetween.
The hood member 39 is generally cup shaped and in-
cludes a back wall 42 spaced from the plate member 38
and side walls 43, 44 (FIGS. 5 and 10), 46 and 47
(FIGS. 4,7 and 9), which extend from the back wall 42
to the plate member 38. An outwardly extending con-
tinuous peripheral flange 49 on the walls 43, 44, 46,
and 47 is adhesively attached to the plate member 38.

Supporting bolts 51, 51’ (FIG. 1), 52 and 52’ (FIG.
4) are mounted in the inner dome shaped member 24
and extend through slots 53 (FIG. 1)-and 54 (FIGS. 3,
6 and 8), respectively, in the plate member 38. When
the nape drying assembly 36 is in the lowered position
shown'in FIG. 8, upper ends of the slots are engaged by
the bolts 51 and 52 in the manner the bolt 52 is shown
in FIG. 8. When the nape drying assembly 36 is in the
raised position shown in FIG. 3, the nape drying assem-
bly 36 is held in position by friction between the plate
member 38 and the return bent portion 27. When the
nape drying assembly 36 is in an intermediate position
shown in FIG. 6, the bolts 51’ and 52’ are received in’
detent sections of the slots, one of which is indicated at
56 in FIGS. 3, 6 and 8. The material of the plate mem-
ber 38 can be resilient. Relief slots 61 (FIG. 1) and 62
(FIG. 3) are provided adjacent the slots 53 and 54 so
that detent carrying sides of the slots 53 and 54 can
yield as the nape drying assembly 36 is raised and low-
ered.

A row of openings 64 is provided in the return bent
portion 27 underlying the plate member 38. A similar
row of openings 66 is provided in the plate member 38,
The row of openings 66 in the plate member 38 is offset
from the row of openings in the return bent portion 27
when the nape drying assembly 36 is.in the raised posi-
tion of FIGS. 3, 4 and 5 so that the openings 64 in the
return bent portion 27 are closed when the nape drying
assembly is in the raised position. When the nape dry-
ing assembly 36 is in the lowered position of FIGS. 8,
9 and 10, the openings of the row of openings 66 in the
plate member 38 are aligned with the openings of the
row of openings 64 in the return bent portion so that
warm air from the space 32 (FIG. 2) between the inner
and outer dome shaped members can pass into the in-
terior of the nape drying assembly 36. Inwardly di-
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rected openings 71 (FIGS. 6 and 8) are provided in the
lower portion of the plate member 38 below the return
bent portion 27 when the nape drying assembly 36 is in
lowered position through which the warm air is pro-
jected toward the nape of the neck (not shown) of a
person whose hair is dried in the dryer hood.

When the nape drying assembly 36 is in the interme-
diate position shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, the openings 64
and 66 partially overlap and a reduced or controlled
amount of warm air is discharged through the openings
71. At the intermediate point, the bolts 51’ and 52 are
received in the detent sections 56 in the manner the
bolt 52’ is shown in FIG. 6.

The dryer hood of this invention is particularly useful
in drying long hair which extends well down overlying
the back of the neck. For drying such hair, the nape
drying assembly is lowered to the position shown in
FIGS. 8, 9 and 10, or to the intermediate position of
FIGS. 6 and 7. However, during drying of shorter hair,
the nape drying assembly can be raised to the position
shown in FIGS. 3, 4 and § so that warm air is not unnec-
essarily directed toward the neck of a short haired per-
son.

The dryer hood construction illustrated in the draw-
ings and described above is subject to structural modifi-
cations without departing from the spirit and scope of
the appended claims.

Having described my invention, what I claim as new
and desire to secure by letters patent, is:

1. In combination with a hollow dryer hood having a
main portion including spaced dome-shaped walls de-
fining an air chamber therebetween, a hollow enclosed
plenum chamber nape drying assembly, means for slid-
ably mounting the nape drying assembly on an outer
wall of the main portion, there being main openings in
the outer wall and in a wall of the nape drying assembly
adjacent the outer wall which are aligned when the
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nape drying assembly is in an operative position, there
being inwardly directed discharge openings in the nape
drying assembly below the main openings through
which air from the air chamber is directed through the
nape drying assembly to be discharged below the main
portion when the nape drying assembly is in operative
position, the nape drying assembly being movable to an
inoperative position in which the main openings are out
of alignment.

2. A combination as in claim 1 wherein the main por-
tion includes an inner wall member provided with a re-
turn bent outer wall portion and the nape drying assem-
bly is mounted on the return bent outer wall portion.

3. A combination as in claim 1 wherein the means for
mounting the nape drying assembly on the main por-
tion includes fasteners mounted in the main portion
and extending outwardly thereof through slots in the
nape drying assembly, there being detent sections in
the slots for holding the nape drying assembly in a se-
lected position.

4. A hollow enclosed plenum chamber nape drying
assembly for a hair dryer having a hollow main portion
with a substantially cylindrical outer wall portion which
comprises a substantially cylindrical plate portion en-
gageable flatwise with the cylindrical outer wall por-
tion, a housing overlying the plate portion to form a
chamber therebetween, main openings in the plate por-
tion alignable with openings in the outer wall portion,
inwardly directed air discharge openings in the plate
portion spaced from the main openings, and means for
supporting the nape drying assembly in an operative
position with the main openings in the plate portion
aligned with the openings in the outer wall portion and
in an inoperative position in which the main openings
in the plate portion are out of alignment with the open-

ings in the outer wall portion.
* ok ok k%



UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

Patent No. 3,802,092 . vated___April 9, 1974

Carl B. Meyerhoelcer

Inventor(s)

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent
and that said Letters Patent are hereby corrected as shown below:

- On the éover page [73] the assignee should read --

‘Revlon-Realistic Professional Products, &nc., Cincinnati,

Ohio --, »
Signed and sealed this 24th day of September 1974,

(SEAL)
Attest:

'McCOY M. GIBSON JR.
Attesting Officer

C. MARSHALL DANN
Commissioner of Patents

FORM PO-1050 (10-69) . USCOMM-DC €6376-P69
' uvs GO"!BNME'(Y PRINTING OFFICE - H69.930 '




