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(m)  Method  for  filling  an  aerosol  can  with  a  viscous  product. 
©  A  piston  type  aerosol  can  (10)  is  filled  with  a  viscous 
product  by  a  nozzle  (30)  positioned  near  the  top  wall  (14) 
opening  of  the  can  during  the  entire  step  of  discharging  the 
viscous  product  into  the  can.  The  nozzle  preferably  prevents 
substantial  expansion  of  the  jet  of  viscous  product  that  exits 
the  nozzle.  When  the  jet  of  viscous  product  strikes  the  piston 
(21)  in  the  lower  portion  of  the  can,  a  slight  cavitation  results 
and  the  viscous  product  spreads  towards  the  side  wall  (23)  of 
the  can  and  fills  the  region  (36)  between  the  skirt  of  the 
piston  and  the  side  walls  of  the  can.  After  the  can  has  been 
filled  with  the  viscous  product,  a  gaseous  pressure  may  be 
introduced  at  the  top  wall  opening  of  the  can  to  force  the 
viscous  product  into  contact  with  the  top  surface  of  the 
piston  and  completely  into  the  region  between  the  skirt  of 
the  piston  and  the  side  walls  of  the  can  A  track  assembly  (60) 
may  be  provided  at  a  piston  moving  c  positioning  station 
with  the  track  assembly  extending  toward  a  valve  assembly 
crimping  station  wherein  the  track  assembly  maintains  a 
valve  assembly  means  (25)  in  position  within  the  top  wall 
opening  (151  of  the  aerosol  can  during  a  piston  raising  step 
while  permitting  slight  upward  movement  of  the  valve 
assembly  to  allow  gas  to  escape  from  the  can  Extending  the 
track  assembly  (60)  in  the  direction  of  the  crimping  station 
prevents  the  valve  assembly  from  becoming  misaligned  due 
to  residual  pressure  in  the  can  as  the  can  is  transported  from 
the  piston  raising  station  to  a  valve  assembly  can  top  wall 
crimping  station 
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