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This invention relates to shoes.

An object of this invention is to provide an im-
proved blank for the upper of a low shoe of the
blucher type, which will eliminate the rear seam
and provide & more snug fitting at the heel of the
shoe.

Another object of this invention is to provide
an improved blank which will eliminate waste
in cutting of the blank.

A further object of this invention is to provide
an improved blank which will fit smoothly on the
heel of the last and will eliminate the lumps
which normally occur at this point. -

A further object of this invention is to provide

a blank which is formed with a notch af the toe |

end thereof serving as a centering guide during
the lasting of the shoe. ‘

A further object of this invention is to provide
a blank in which one of the quarters is slightly
higher than the other quarters so that when the
blank is lasted the necessary fullness and shape
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will be provided at the heel, and the upper part -

of the heel will be contracted in order to snugly
fit the heel of the foot.

A further object of this inventicr is to provide
a blank wherein the rear of the hox is positioned
forwardly of the forward edges of the quarters
so as to thereby prevent the usual binding of these
points, the tongue of the shoe being secured to

the rear of the box and forming an extending part |

thereof.

A further object of this invention is to provide
a blank of this type which can be easily adapted
to other types of shoes, such as mocassins, strap,
pumps, or the like.

With the above and other objects in view, my
invention consists in the arrangement, combina-
tion and details of construction disclosed in the
drawings and specification, and then more par-
ticularly pointed out in the appended claims.

In 'the drawings,

Figure 1 is a plan view showing a pair of blank
uppers arranged for cutting from a piece of
leather,

Figure 2 is a detail side elevation of a shoe, con-
structed according to an embodiment of my in-
vention,

Figure 3 is a rear elevation of the shoe,

Figure 4 is a fragmentary bottom plan of the
heel portion of the shoe showing the manner of
securing the base of the upper to the last,

Figure 5 is a plan view of the tongue blank,

Pigure 6 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
substantially on the line 6—86 of Figure 2,

Pigure 7 is a fragmentary sectional view taken
on the line 7T—17 of Figure 2.

Referring to the drawings and first to Figure 1,
the numeral 10 designates generally a blank up-
per which has been cut from a piece of leather.
The upper 16 is formed of an elongated body I
forming the quarter of the upper which has an
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cuter edge {2 disposed on a long curve or radius
and terminating at the forward end thereof in a
relatively short curve §3 of a substantially para-
bolic configuration. The outer edge i2 also has
projecting therefrom a plurality of V-notches
forming triangular tongues {4 which are disposed
at the base portion of the heel and are adapted
to engage over the last, as shown in Figure 4, so
that when the base {5 of the upper is bent over the
last there will not be any bumps or wrinkles in
the leather.

The upper {8 alsc includes a substantially hook-
shaped member or tapered side extension 1§ ex-
tending rearwardly from the vamp and toe on
the opposite side of the kedy {1 at the front hav-
ing a convexly curved ecdge 1 complementary
with the curved edge 13 and substantially con-
tinuous with the curvilinear edge of the toe of
the body except that the short radius curve 11
terminates at the forward end of the upper at
its juncture with curved edge {3 in a notch as in-
dicated at i8. The nofch i8 forms a guide for
positioning the upper on the last so that the tce
portions or box 18 of the upper formed by the
front end portion of the blank will be properly
centered with respect to the last. The upper 1§
also includes a pair of inwardly extending di-
vergent lacing flaps, portions or guarter members
26 and 21! disposed at opposite outward angles to-
ward the ends of the blank at the front and rear
of the body il of the blank to form the sides of
the front opening or throat of the shoe with
straight inner edges extending in opposite di-
rections or angles on lines intersecting near the
center line of the quarter section, said members
28 and 21 being disposed in spaced relaticn, the
quarter member 28 being disposed at the forward
portion of the blank 8 tapered slightly and ex-
tending inwardly and forwardly from the forward
portion of the body i1 at the inside toward but
spaced from the forward portion of extension 3
at the inside thereof in rear of the vamp from
which it is severed and separated at the front
and one side by a narrow arcuate transverse short
radius slot extending on opposite sides of the
median line of the vamp portion of the blank,
and spaced rearwardly a slight distance from the
concave rear edge 22 of the vamp portion of the
upper, and having its front edge following gen-
erally the contour of edge 22 at the front of the
slot. Lacing portion 21 constitutes the rear end
portion of the blank whereas lacing portion 20
is disposed in rear of the vamp and toe portion {9.

The upper {0 gt the inner or top edge of the
body 1 of the blank intermediately thereof be-
tween the two quarter members or lacing portions
20 and 21, has a slightly humped or convex edge
portion 23 extending on each side of the center
of the heel merging at ifs outer ends into a pair
of concave edge portions 24 and 25 in a general
concavity which forms the top opening of the
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shoe and permits extensions 16 to be cut there-
from in interfitting relation to save considerable
leather or other material in producing the blanks.
The convex portion 23 constitutes the upper por-
tion of the quarter at the heel of the shoe to ex-
tend on each side of the center thereof when the
upper is in applied position on the last.

As will be noted in Figure 1, the rear quarter
member 21 is disposed to project a substantial
distance above or inwardly of the center or me-
dian line of the vamp and toe portion of the shoe
designated 26. By disposing the quarter mem-
ber 21 at a greater distance beyond or inwardly
of the quarter member or lacing flap 28, when
the blank is flat, as seen in Figure 1, or further
above the median line 2§ of the toe poriion than
the:‘quarter member 20 when the blank is applied
to the last, the edges 29 and %3 will be out of
registry, with the edge 29 akove the edge 30 and
lacing portion 21 too high, and to bring the upper

edges of the lacing portions 28 and 2{ into reg-

istry at the front opening or throat, and to bring
edge 29 into alighment with the overlap margin 3
of ‘edge 30 for stitching, the quarter member 21
is ‘moved downwardly so that the outer or lower
rear edge portion 27 of the upper 1§ cerrespond-
ing to edge portion {2 wil! be in zlignment with
the outer or lower rear edge portion 2§ of the
hook-shaped member or side exteansicn {8 which
is -disposed in' the region of the instep of the
shoe:

At this time the edge portions 23 and 30—31{ ave
stitched together. This wiil cause the rearward
portion- of the shoe, especially at the heel, to as-
sume the shape shown in Figures 2 and 3 due to
the fact that the portions of the blank adjacent
the edge 23 are pulled fogether more than the
corresponding or complementary portions along
the bottom portions and edges of the blank, thus
giving fullness at the bottom portion of the upper
about the heel and restricting the ovening at the
top of the upper so that the rearward portion of
the upper at the heel areg will better fit the heel
of the wearer by sloping on each side of the cen-
tral-convex edge portion 2&, and withou} curving
too sharply and cutting into the heel.

The lacing portion 2! has a convex upper rear
edge portion from which breaks or angles the low-
er rear concave edge portion 29 which is adapted
to overlap the convex inner edge 30 of the tapsred
extension {6 which extends inwardly and for-
wardly -from the blunted rear end of extension
16 at its juncture with edge 28. The convex upper
rear edge portion of the quarter member or lac-
ing portion 2! corresponds to the front edge of
the-quarter member or lacing portion 28§ spaced
in rear of edge 22 to form the blucher as seen in
Pigure 2.” Edge 30 of extension {5 has its forward
end angled outwardly to the adjacent end of the
concave edge 22 so that line 31 merges with edge
22 on a reverse or ogee curve o give proper. full-
ness at the toe and side without stretching, and
relieve the strain on the stifching at this point.
The dotted line 31 shows the overlapping distance
of.the edge 29 with respect to the instep or hook
member {6, said overlap being constituted by a
marginal portion of uniform width slong and be-
tween the inner edge 3% of said hook member or
side extension (8 and line 3{. The toncue 32 ex~
tends. under and between the locse guarters or
lacing portions of the bluchers at the front open-
ing and is formed with a convex forward edge 33
which is:stitched to the rear portion .of the vamp
along the concaved edge 22, and at the ends of
the edge 33 the tongue 32 is formed with opposite-~
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ly disposed tapered arcuate side extensions or
points 82 which are adapted to underlie the for-
ward portions of the quarter members or lacing
portions 2§ and 2{, and to.be stitched to the quar-
ters and the rear portion of the vamp at the edge
22 where the tongue 32 is exposed between the
edge 22 and the front portions of the lacing flaps.

With a shoe as hereinbefore described, the pro-
vision of disposing the concaved rear edge 22 of
the vamp forward of the quarters provides a
means whereby the shoe can be more readily ap-
plied to the foot and whereby the usual binding
which occurs at the rear of the vamp will be elimi-
nated. In this manner the shoe will more cor-
rectly fit the foot and by providing the blank for
the upper with one quarter offset upwardly from
the other quarter, the quarter portion at the sides
and rear or heel portion of the shoe will more
snugly fit the heel of the foot while giving neces=
sary fullmess at the instep, vamp and tee portion
19 and at the edge 22. Furthermore, inasmuch as-
this blank upper is formed of one piece there will
not be any seam at the quarter portion of the up-
per at the heel.

I do not mean to confine myself to the exact de-
tails of conmstruction herein disclosed, but claim
all variations falling within the purview :of the
appended claims.

‘What I claim is:

1. A shoe upper blank comprising an elongated
sheet having a longitudinal edge disposed on:a
long convex curve for the major portion of the
length thereof and terminating at the forward
end thereof in a sharp curve, a rearwardly ex-
tending member on the forward end of said sheet
having an outer convex curve complementary to
said first mentioned sharp curve, a pair of lon=
gitudinally spaced inwardly extending lacing por-
tions on said sheet, one of said lacing portions be-
ing disposed immediately adjacent said forward
end, the edge of said sheet between said-lacing
portions having an intermediate convex curva-
ture and merging concave outer curvatures, and
said sheet having a concave cut out at the inner

46 portion of thie vamp adjacent the forward lacing
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portion and extending across the median line of
the vamp portion a substantial distance at each
side therecf whereby the inner-edge of the vamp
will be disposed a substantial distance forwardly
of said quarters in the compiete shoe.

2. A blank for a one piece upper of a low shoe
of the blucher type comprising a .body having a
longitudinal outer edge disposed on g long convex
curve for the major portion of the length thereof
and terminating at the forward end thereof in a
sharp curve, a rearwardly extending member.on
the forward end of said body having an outer con-
vex curve complementary to said first mentioned
sharp curve, said body also having a pair of front
and rear lacing flaps exiending inwardly from the
front and rear end portions of its inner edge,.one
of said lacing flaps being disposed immediately.ad-
jacent said forward end, the inner edge between
said flaps merging with the latter and said body

5 having a concave cutout at.the. inner portion.of

the . vamp with its forward edge adjacent but
spaced from the forward lacing flap and.extend-
ing transversely across and a substantial distance
on opposite sides of the median line of the vamp
portion, said lacing flaps having theirlacing edges
disposed along opposite outwardly divergent: lines
intersecting near the. center line .of. the:quarter
section.

3. A blank for g one piece upper-of-a low shoe of
the blucher type comprising a body: having a lons
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gitudinal outer edge disposed on a long convex
curve for the major portion of the length thereof
and terminating at the forward end thereof in a
sharp curve, a second edge of said body having a
Teverse convex curve complementary to said sharp
curve and forming toe and vamp portions with
said body, said blank also having g pair of front
and rear lacing flaps extending inwardly from the
front and rear end portions of a third edge con-
stituting the inner edge of the body in rear of the
vamp, the rear lacing flap extending inwardly a
greater distance beyond the median line of the
toe and vamp portions than the front lacing flap
and divergent from each other with extensions of
their lacing edges disposed along opposite inter-
secting outwardly divergent lines and an inner
edge portion therebetween having a convex curva-
ture and merging concave curvatures at its ends
at the inner edges of the lacing flaps, a tapered
side extension extending rearwardly from the
vamp on the opposite side of the body at the front
having a convex outer edge and an inner convex
edge extending inwardly and forwardly from the
rear end of the extension and spaced from the
front lacing flap, the body at the inner portion of
the vamp having a concave slot extending trans-
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versely across the median line of the toe portion 4
substantial distance on each side thereof to form
the front edge of the front lacing flap on a reverse
curve to and merging with the inner edge of the
rearward extension whereby the inner edge of the
vamp at the slot will be disposed a substantial
distance forwardly of the lacing flaps when the
upper is lasted.
ERMINIO CASSANO.
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