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to support and engage the guide-strip 14, 
which is preferably of sheet metal and which 
extends all around the inner edge of the part 
10. The guide-stip 14 is made in sections 
overlapped and fastened together at the co 
ne:s, as shown at 15, and the lower edge is 
doubled over so as to form a generally U 
shaped bend, as at 16, so that each stip cor 
'esponding in length to the side of the suit 
case or other airticle can be inse,ted in the 8 
ticle and the past 16 slipped up under the 
pait 12. Thus a fi'm connection is made, 
and so, instead of having to fasten a stip 14 
all the way along the edge of the suit-case, 
trunk, or other article, as is genei'ally the 
case, the strips can be simply riveted to 
gether at the corners and the rivets extended 
through both the parts 14 and the welt 12 
and the part 10, thus making a cheap, flexi 
ble, and yet strong and reliable guide. The 
part 11 shuts down over the part 14, and is 
thereby held from lateral displacement. 
The important thing about the invention is 

the strip 14, or a modification of it, and the 
strip may be a part of the frame in case the 
structure is a bag, as shown in Figs. 4 to S. 
For instance, in Figs. 4, 5, and 6 a bag is 
shown in which the leather 10° or the other 
material composing the bag is fastened to the 
bag-frame 17; but to simplify the fastening 
an extension 14 of the frame is produced on 
the under side, which exactly corresponds to 
the strip 14, except that it does not project 
beyond the bag edge, and this strip 14' has a 
hook part 16 to engage the Welt 12, and in 
this instance the Welt is attached to the edge 
of the part 10, so that the material of the 
bag will come up against the bag-frame and 
make a nice finish. 
In Fig. 7 I have shown a hand-bag having 

the parallel frame-bars 18, which project 
above the bag-top and which open in parallel 
relation, being connected by toggles 19, and 
this is a common form of bag. In this in 
stance a strip 14, corresponding to the parts 
14 and 14, is produced on the under edge of 
the frame-bars 18, and the Welt is produced on 

To all livhon, it naily concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. TEESE, of 

the city, county, and State of New York, 
have invented a new and Improved Bag, 

5 Trunk, or Similar Article, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact desciption. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

the consti'uction of di'ess-suit cases, ti'unks, 
bags, and analogous atticles; and the object 

Io of my invention is to produce a cheap and 
simple constiuction which can be applied to : 
the opening of the article in question and 
which will serve the double purpose of stiffen 
ing the open part of the stucture and of 

15 guiding the opposite or cover part to its seat 
when the article is closed. My invention is 
intended to make the open polition very stiff, 
to act as a perfect guide, and while the stiuc 
ture is elastic and cheap it can also be very 

20 easily and conveniently applied. 
With these ends in view my invention con 

sists of certain features of construction and 
combinations of paits which will be he'ein 
after described and claimed. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings, fol'ming a part of this specifica 
tion, in which similar figures of Teference in 
dicate colresponding paits in all the views. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of an open 
3o dress-suit case, showing my improvement. 

Fig. 2 is a detail cross-section of a part of the 
case. Fig. 3 is a plan view of a corner of the 
portion of the dress-suit case. Fig. 4 shows 
the application of my invention to a bag oi" 

35 grip. Fig. 5 is a Cross-section of a grip pro 
vided with my improvements. Fig. 6 is a 
broken side elevation of the same. Fig. 7 is 
a cross-section of another form of grip or bag, 
often called the 'London’ bag; and Fig. 8 is 

4o a broken plan of the structure shown in Fig. 7. 
In Figs. 1 to 3 I have shown a dress-suit 

case having a bottom portion 10 and a cover 
portion 11 hinged together exactly as usual 
or in any approved way, and this structure, 

45 it will be seen, is analogous to that of a trunk 
or other covered receptacle. It is necessary 
to have the open portion stillened, and to 
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this end I attach to the open edge of the part 
10, whether it be a suit-case, trunk, or other 

5o thing, a welt 12, which is preferably of 
leather and which can be attached near the 
upper edge, as shown by dotted lines at 13. 
This welt runs parallel with the edge of part 

the edge of the material 10, composing the 
bag, so that the said material will abut with 
the lower part of the frame-bars. In any 
case it will be seen that the strip with the 
hook 16 and the material with the welt 12 
form the connecting means and that this 

10 and all the way around, and it is adapted connection is very simple and secure, as well 

IO 5 



O 

I 5 

25 

2 

as cheap. In several modifications which I 
have shown I illustrate the fact that the at 
tachment can be applied to any usual form 
of receptacle having meeting parts which 
effect a closure. 

While I do not limit my invention to a 
frame, still in most instances and in the 
cases cited the parts 14, 14", and 14, while 
serving as a guide-strip, are called in trade a 
“frame,' and the inner part of the frame can 
in any instance be shaped to engage the welt, 
which is attached to the body portion of the 
receptacle, as described. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
I claim as new and desire to secure by Let 
ters Patent 

1. The combination with a receptacle of 
the kind described having opposite parts 
closing together, of the welt extending 
around the inner edge of one of the parts and 
a frame-strip having the lower part shaped to 
interlock with the welt. 

2. In a structure of the kind described hav 
ing meeting frames, the combination of a 
welt attached to one side and inner portion of 
the structure so that the inner edge of the 

845,145 

welt is free, and a frame-strip projecting be 
yond the open edge of the receptacle or struc 
ture, and having its inner edge hook-shaped 
to engage the welt. 

3. A structure such as described compris 
ing two meeting-frame parts of a receptacle, 
a welt extending around the upper and inner 
side of the receptacle, said welt being at 
tached near its upper edge and leaving its 
lower edge free, and a strip forming part of 
the frame extending around the upper por 
tion of the receptacle, and having its lower 
es hook-shaped to engage the edge of the 
Welt. 

4. The combination with the receptaclehav 
ing a welt around the edge, the said welt be 
ing free at its inner part, of frame-strips hav 
ing their lower edges hook-shaped to engage 
the welt and their upper edges projecting be 
yond the top of the receptacle, the said 
frame-strips being fastened together and to 
the receptacle at the corners. 

WILLIAM J. TEESE. 
Witnesses: 

WARREN B. HUTCHINSON, 
MARY A. S. MoELLER. 
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