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eristics. adapted to cooperate: with por=
of .a-container or holder for the:c
rmit themositioning; of; the:cards in relativ

7 ...set relation :whereby.:portions of: gll suchi cards‘
will ‘be; visible. More particularly, the invention

_relates: to containers for the cards whereby.such

eards. may.

ceounting and ifiling - systems :of ‘this: character

e disclosed ‘and. claimed: in- United Stabes ‘pat,
3,945:

2 lo-employ slotted rm

‘turedi-cards. cooperating with: ‘supporting :or p¢

tfoning ribs and the like whereby: the: ¢ards:im
~be “offset -either vertically:.or horlzonta.ll'_‘

ngu

: placement to aﬁord in lmed‘ supparﬁing s'urfaces‘ :

: Ior the‘

be; readily - arranged: and. handled. 1

235641

e will ocouny sub-

st&ntmlly no nseable space-on-a desk or table and e :

- thus not-interfere with: theri sual 'operat}ons
ied: un at: the -dibsk; . :

‘following detzile deSCriptwn

: tﬂnen in connection: awith : t
25 drawings : t




T'1e portable tray of this invention comprlses
a rectangular base member having g bottom 12

--gnd integral side walls id and the end mem-

" pers §6.

Pivotally mounted upon “the side walls- 14 are
" “movable side members 28, These side members
~. 20 are pivotally mounted as by inwardly disposed
elongated butt hinges 22, two-on each side, spaced
from -one - another at an intermedigte :portion
of the tray to provide space for- latching devices.

10

One wing of the hinges.22 is secured to the re-. .-

spective side- walls 14 and the other wing is se-
cured-to thie movable sides 28 retaining the ad-

. the: flanges by -pins 44, as before,

jacent edges slightly spaced to permit move-"

ment- of the sides outwardly past -the vertical.

The side members are: prov1ded ‘with, inwardly -.

directed flanges or wings 24 ab their front and

. rear edges which. are. formed with arcuate slots~=*
25, respectively, .and the end members 16 are- "

each provided with: pins 28 passmg throtugh the
1\,spect1ve slots 28 so thatthe sides may be moved
“from ‘the full’ line: position :in  Figure 4-to: the
‘dotted line positiof: shown, which is the position
“when- the portable trays are carried in the hand.

“Handles 30 are.provided on'the uppermost por- 95

ition of the movable side walls:28 50 that ‘both
-wall ‘portions may- be carried by one hand. and

this: sérves: as ‘a . convenient way-of carrying “the’

: portable tray. from one place to another.:

Transversely, preferably, of the longer dimen-"
the. base member-is

sion ‘of the portable tray, t

20

30

provided with positioning members in:the form:

of ‘rods ‘or bars 32 engageable by the . slots or

-cut=out portions.in the bottom of the cards as..

~-will: be*® -understood; . .

- To prevent a tray from tlppmg over
- removed:from a cabinet and standing, say, on a
.desk-so that tne index cards can be conveniently
-examined, ‘the stabﬂlzmg base illustrated in Fig-
ure.3 is prowded “This base miember is shown
‘as.combprised of & flat plate-like meinber:34:rela-

when -

35
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‘of the base thereto.  Also, it will be noted the
slots are formed in the area where hinge mem-

_bers are omitted, as shown in Figure 1, s0 as not .

to interfere with the enirance of the springs in

- the slots.

A modification of the mventlon is 111u50rated’
‘in Figure 6. Here again the tray sides {1 and the
flanges 88 are- formed. with registering slots B0
and 40, respectively. The laiching devices are
manually actuated, ‘however,; and comprise slides
.52 formed with spaced slots B4 registering with -
holes or-slots 58 in the flanges 38 and held on
The slides

_carry thumb. pieces 89, respeetlvely, and latches
63, 6! formed: with bevelled ends $2 and each
_e‘iuendlng through the registering slots 85 and

49. The shank 81 of a latch is freely movable :
‘in 4 slot 63 in the siide 82 and a leaf spring.64

between: the thumb piece and the slide tends to- .
move ‘the thumb piece “outwardly so that the-.

‘bevelled end 60 normally lies outwardly of a side-:~

16 vut the latch can readily ‘be manipulated by -
= pressing inwardly on the thumb piece 58 to cause :
-the latch portion 68:to pass inwardly through the . -

-slot 58> and then be moved laterally to a posi- -
fion inwardly of the wall 14; the bevelled end 62
-famhtatmg th1s movemenu, as Wﬂl be under- -
stood: :
The" purpose and opération of the several fea~
tures of the invention have bheen ‘described . in
-conjunction ‘with the: description of ‘the ‘several

‘parts.andne further description of the operation - .

.of the device is deemed necessary. Suffice it to
‘say’ that portable frays.for card indexes have -
been: provided which are: readily stored: in .re-
-stricted space in:a: cabmet and yet are provided

" -with stabilizing devices which prevent their being

tipped -over when removed from a.cabinet and

~.placed on:a: table or the 11ke for exammatlon of

40

" tively thin but: rigid and of a-length greater than

- .the width. of the:portable: tray to -extend.a: suf-
-ficient distance on opposite sides: thereot to ‘sta-

; *blhze the tray; as illustrated-in Figure 2.:
. An elongated- sheet metal strip 36 of the’ same

w1dth as the supporting member is secured o the.

“jop thereof - and is- formed with: upturned .ends
-38. forming positioning:sides.or flanges facing one

-“another and, spaced a distance sufficient..to. re-

:ceive ‘the base.of -the:portable tray,:that:is, the
" gistance between .the side flanges’ 38 is slightly

s
t:l

50~

“.greater than the: transverse: outside dimension.of - .

- the base-of:the poriable tray.- In Figures.1:t0 5,

hese flanges. 38 are shown as formed with:slots

A48 of a length somewhat: less than the- width of
- the strip. of. metal and, on opposite ends of the

“slots; are formed with shoit slots 42 within which -

[ R
Cil

1move pins 44 carrying theends: of a leaf spring. -

_ 4% bent as at 48 to extend through the -major:
~slot 40 and engage in a ‘corresponding slot 6 in-

‘the side walls i4 of the base of the portable tray.

Therefore while tlie niormal position-of the spring
is as illustrated in’ Figure 3-with its bent portion

5%8 extendmg through the:major siot 49, the ends

are fastened to pins A4 'within the slots &2 there- .

by ena,bllncr the pins:44 - to. ‘separate’ When the

~gpring is under. compressmn in- p051t10n1ng a port- .
Conveniently. the slots -

210

“able tray-base . therein;”
50 in the tray base rlomber and the registering
- “slots 48 in the stablhzmg member: 3448, .are
disposed iat. a - pointiin the side walls {&- above

" the positioning bars-32-and their refaining longi-

tudinal strips 23:so.that the positioning bars; will
not 1nte1fere Wlth the application: or, removal

60 -

o
o

‘tance to prevent the tray from tipping over. o
.means of-latching devices the tray is securely -

the cards.. :
sIb will thus be ‘seen that a stab111z1ng member :
has been provided - for: a portable tray which
‘extends:beyond the sides thereof a sufficient dis-
By

-held to this stabilizing member and yet is capable -

-of - being readhy released to be returned to a
-cabinet.- :
Various modlﬁcatmns w111 ‘oceur - to those

skilled: in: the art in the composmon configura~"

~tion and: dlspoemon of ‘the component elements

going: to make. up.the invention as a whole, ‘as

.well:as in the selection of specific features for. - )
- particular purposes and no limitation is intended - -

by the phraseology of the foregoing descnptlon

.or- 1lluqtrat1ons in the accompanying: drawings -

except as indicated by the. appended clams

. What is claimed is: : :
1.:In card indexing devmes the combmatmn

~“with & portable: tray whereof the- base is elon-
“.gated angd pr0v1ded with side walls, of a stabiliz=

[ing- memb T comprising. a transversely disposed

K -plate-like” member of a- length greater than: the
-transverse. dlmensmn -of ‘the tray base, a plate-

hke mcmber secured to the upper surface thereof
and f(umed w1th upuurned ends dlsposed in-
lwardly of.the ends of-the first mentmned plate- -
like member to provide sides spaced to receive
»the base of the tray- therebetween sa,lcl upturned
‘ends being - formed -with elongated transversely
-extending slots and a slot spaced from each end
-thereof, pins:movable in the last mentioned slots, -
-a:-leaf spring the ends:of. which are secured fto .

‘the-pins, respectively, said leaf spring being in- .+

wardly:bent intermediate "its -ends . to. extend"




. rdevice ion:the base of the:tray. - .
“oi20 I ‘card rindexing: devices; the combmatron
f w1th 8 :portable tray: whereof the baseis ‘elons

gated ‘end provided with side walls; of 8 -stabiliz-

%890,041

' towan;l one another through the. slots, the sides
‘of :the-tray ‘base being. formed with registering

slots to receive the: bent: portions. of the-respec-

.wardly extending ﬂanzes on: the member :to.v pro- - -
- 'vide: sides' between -which the-tray base T

_celved,: said -flanges -being - formed -with 'siots,

“tive springs-to removably secure the stabmzmg "

‘ ‘plate-like member of & Jlength: greater than the

‘fransverse dimension of the tray -base, upwardly
“extending flanges-carried on :the upper: -surface-

‘ofthe: plate=like member 1o provide: sides-be-: :

‘tween - which -the itray;:base: /s received, said

‘" flanges:being respectwely formed with: elongated

slots and a: slot: spaced: from’ éach end: thereof,
‘pins; maovable in: the:last: mentioned :slots;1eaf:
1bprings-the resnectlve ‘ends of which:are-sectuved

Bl

“elongated rslots bent leaf Springs. carried by said

la.tchxng -means:carried: by th ﬂanges -and mov-:
able.in the. slots to removably secure the stabillz-\ :
mg ‘device on the base of: the tray.:‘?, :

i ccard mdexmg devxces, e: cmnbmatmn'

‘ th
~with:a portable tray-whereof .the base. is elon-
‘ing-member comprising g transversely -disposed. "¢

10
- - plate-like member of. a- length-grea

gated and provided with side: s, of & sta.blhz- ;
ing: member comprising: a.- transversely dlsposed

£

fransverse dlmenswn of:: the tray bas ‘a'nd hav— ¥
dng upwardly extending flanges-spaced from its:

ends:ito::provide : sides™ between hich ~tHe tray*
base is reeeived; said flanges ‘being forr ed. w1th

to the pins and inwardly bent intermediate ‘their :
" -ends: through the slots, the:sides of the tray hase: 201

& ~beihg formed with registering slots to receive the

* .-sent. portions of .the respective springs:to: re~

‘mibvably: secure the stablhzmg dev;ce on the base g

: of the. tray

.transverse ‘dimension’ of: the:tray base,: flanges

GadaIn card mdexmg dewces. the,combinatmn‘
i witn 2 portablé ‘tray. whereof the base is elon-
-gated and provided with side walls, of :a: stabiliz- .
ing member-comprising: s transversely disposed
+ plateslike. member ‘of :a Jength greater than the

- isecured to the plate-like-member to.provide sides ' %0

‘between -which  thé tray: base s rece1ved said-

- ‘flanges) being formed. with elongated: slots;:leaf :
- springs;:at:least-one end: of which s ‘movably -*
‘mounted ‘on: each ﬁange ~and formed w1th an -

+ tformed: with -reglstemng : SR e
rslldable in: the slots of the ﬂanges and Y apted G

'to prorv1de sxdes *between Whmh the txay be,se ).S ;
:‘receaved ‘said ﬂanges being:-formed: wit

ots, datching means |

‘registering slot 'to: receive the: bentportion of a ;-

‘’Spring to removably: secure the stabilxzing device :

. on'the base of the tray.
. “Th card mdexing ‘devices

2 ber comprlslng amember of a length greater

*'than the transverse dimension of the tray base,
-and . provided with: flanges between which: the ‘

itray base is réceived, said flanges being: formed
~with elongated slots; the 'sides of the tray. base
; ‘being ‘formed: ‘with registermg slots, and :leaf
- springs carried ‘with ‘one of said. members  and

e e‘ combmatmn :
“iwfth /aportable tray whereof:the sbase mem.ber‘ o
s provided ‘with side wails,-of 2’ stabmzmg mem=

50

,thh a; portable ttray whereof the hase member' ey
ris‘elongated iand provided: with -
-’stabilizing mémber comprising a transversely.dis= & -5
“pbsed mhember.of-a. length grea.ter than the trans- "

“verse dimension:

ide -walls,;

the tray base member ‘HEving

| fldnge: tnembers: ito Provide -sides: -between which.

45

‘ ‘adapted to.engage ‘hoth said slots to: removablyr“

: tray

wlth a portable tray. whereof the base is elongated

/" and provided with side walls, of & stabilizing

o) member comprising a transversely disposed plate-

" like member of a length greater than the trans-
verse .dimension “of ‘the tray base, a: -plate-like

.60
" thereof and formed with upturned-end. ‘walls. dis-

“‘member rigidly - secured-. to the  upper surface

- posed: inward]y of -the ends of the first member,

.- to provide.vertical sides between which the side
" wals of the'tray base are recéived and retained :

-sald end walls being formed:with latching means

| secure’ ‘the stablhzmg device on the base of the = -

‘the tray:'basé.membet is received; one of. said

-“members being formed with slots and " the-other

member . being prov1ded with movable latching:
means to:engage-a side. of the slots to remov-

- “ably. secure the .. stablllzing device. on. the base .
‘of the tray. - -

-+ 10, In card indexmg devices, the combinatloni
Wlth .a- portable ‘tray. whereof: the base member

. is elongated and provided with' side walls, of a - |
5. In card: lndexing devices the combinatlon'
55 :

" transverse dimension of the'tray base member :

stabilizing: ' member comprlsmg a . transversely
disposed- member: of ‘a length greater than the

- having flange. members to provide sides between‘

““which'’ the tray base member is received, ‘one-of -
7 said members ‘being formed. with slots~and the. " 3
‘other member bemg prov1ded with movable latch- Py

+ing means to be caused-to enter a:slot and to en-

"ngage a sideof: the :slot"to removably- sectiré the
: :-stabihzing devrce on: the base of the tray.

65

and the side:walls of the tray base being formed:
‘with coacting latching means to removably secure S

the stabililizing device to-the base of. the tray.:

6. In card indexing devices; the combination'
with- a“portable tray:-whereof the. base is elon~"

gated and provided with side;walls, of a stabiliz-

.. ing-member comprising: a transversely disposed e
: plate-lxke member of & length greater than the ':.

transverse dxmensmn of the.tray base, a: plate-l'

llke member secured to the upper surface, up-

11, In card indexmg devices, the’ combmation' :
with a portable tray whereof the base is elongated
and provrded with side walls, of :a stab1l1z1ng mem-=

ber comprising a transversely. disposed plate-like - i
member of a length greater.than the transverse =

dimension of the tray base, a plate-like member

“secured: to the upper surface thereof and formed

. with ‘upturned ends to ‘provide flanges between
~which'the tray-base is received, the sides of said -
~ base bemg formed with slots;. movable:latching

- means- carried: with.the flanges and adapted .to

'75»

enter the slots and ea,ch latching means adapted




4
to engagé a wall of a slot to removably secure

: ‘tne stabilizing device on- the base of the tray. -
-12. In .card indexinhg devices, the combination
with a portable- tray whereof: the base :is: elon-

gated, -of = a stabilizing member comprising ‘a :

transversely disposed plate-like | member:-of a
length greater than the transverse dimension of
the tray base, said base being formed with at least
one ‘slot ‘and latching means carried by ‘the sta-
-bilizing member-and- entéring a slot to: removably
‘secure the stabnlzmg dev1ce on. the base of the
tray. o
13, In card- 1ndex1ng dev1ces the combmatlon
Wwith a portable tray whereof: the base is elongated,
- of a stapilizing member compnsmg a.transversely
‘disposed -plate-like member of a length -greater
‘than “the ‘transverse-dimension of the-tray base
‘and having flanges to provide sides between which
the tray baseis received; said flanges being formed
“with slots, the:sides of the tray base being formed
‘with’ ‘registering slots, and .a- lateh movable on-a

-~ flange ‘and passing through a slot ‘and engaging
- the slot in"the tray base:to removably secure the -

stabilizing device.on the base of the tray. -

» 14, In card indexing devices, the combmatlon' :
- ~with'a portable tray whereof the base is elongated
“ and provided-with s1de walls, of & stabilizing -

g, 325 641

engage a side ‘of the slot to removably secure the
stabilizing device on- ‘the bhase ‘of the: tray, -and
spring means to oppose movemnnt of the latchmg

‘means.’

16. .In card 1ndexmg dev1ces ‘the combmatlon’.

with a portable tray ‘whereof the base is elon-

.. gated, of ‘g -stabilizing member: -comprising ‘a

‘10

15

transversely .disposed plate like' ‘member:of a-

length grea,ter than the transverse dimension of
the tray base, flanges-on the plate-like member
providing: sides between which the tray base-is

-~ received, said flanges being- respectwely formed

with:an. ‘elongated: slot -and & slot.spaced from -
each .end of the elongated-slot, :a slide on -each

‘flanige Tormed with spaced elongated slots to'reg-

ister with ‘the last named. slots, pins-in the. reg~

“istering- slots; -a ‘thumb ‘piece, a latch carried -
- thereby, and-a. leat spring between the thumb .

piece and :the-slide, each: ‘side “of ‘the. tray base

being formed :with ‘an elongated slot which reg-
isters with a corresponding first mentioned elon-

" gated slot, said:latch being received -in the reg-.

‘member having’ ﬁange members. between . which -
‘the tray base is received; one of the side walls

. being: formed with s slot and the'flange member
. being provided’ with a registering:slot, movable
" latching means carried by the flange member to
be caused’ to enter-the slot in the side wall.and
. ‘to-engage a side of the.slot to removably: secure
- 'the stabilizing device on the base of the tray.

30

‘istering elongated slots to-removably secure the

stabilizing ‘device on the base of the.tray. .
.17, In . card indexing devices, the combination-

’7w1th a portable:tray -whereof the base is elon-
‘mated, of ‘a stabilizing member comprising a trans-.

versely -disposed plate-like member of a length -
greater than the transverse dimension.of the tray .

‘base, flanges on the:plate-like member providing - -
‘sides between which the tray base is received, at

. least one:of said flanges: being formed with.an

15.°Th "card- indexing devices, the combination. :

witha portable tray whereof the base is-elongated

‘. “and provided- with 'side walls, of -a: stabilizing

*member having flange  members ‘between: which

- the tray ‘base -is ‘received, one ‘of the side. walls
- heing formed-with a ‘slot 'and the flange niember

‘being provided ‘with a: registering. slot, movable

= _latching ‘means carried by the flange member to

; ;be caused to enter the slot, in the s1de wall and o

40

elongated slot and a slot.spaced from each-énd .
of the elongated slot, a:slide on said flange formed

‘with spaced -elongated slots to register.with the

last named slots; pins. in- the registering slots, a
thumb piece; a latch carried.thereby,: and g leaf

" spring between the thumb piece and the slide, one

side ‘of .the tray- being formed with an. elongated

‘slot which registers with -the. first named-elon-
‘gated slot, said latch being received in the reg-

- istering’ elongated slots to removably secure the -

stablhzmg device on the base of the tray..
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