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. Patented Aug. 3, ... 

index sheets have certainstructural characteristics adapted to cooperate with port 

onveniently provided th ea ily disengageabi 
attaching: devices by:which it may be releasably 
lounted on the tray, b 

respect to one an in its simples form, 
this arrangement involved slotting or perfora 

ar, "kai r sheets along the 
O 

ual banks being separated by 
innovable partitions or dividers 

Another object of the inven 
base which is readily applied to 

... Another object of the invention base for-attrayiw 
curely locked to the traybt - - - - - - Flag . . . . 

is readily removable after use a -a. gure 8 ew simil 
a cabinet ... i the securing device in inoperative position. 

  



2. 
The portable tray of this invention comprises 

a rectangular base member having a bottom 2 
and integral side walls f4 and the end mem 
bers 6. r 

Pivotally mounted upon the side walls.f4 are 
movable side members 29. These side members 
20 are pivotally mounted as by inwardly disposed 
elongated butt hinges 22, two on each side, spaced 
from one another at an intermediate portion 
of the tray to provide space for latching devices. 

... bers are omitted, as shown in Figure i, so as not 
to interfere with the entrance of the springs in 
the slots. - 

O 
One wing of the hinges 22 is secured to the re 
spective side walls 4 and the other wing is se 
cured to the movable sides 26 retaining the ad 
jacent edges slightly spaced to permit move 
ment of the sides outwardly past the vertical. 

. . . the flanges by pins 44, as before. 

2,325,641 
of the base thereto. Also, it will be noted the 
slots are formed in the area where hinge mem 

A modification of the invention is illustrated 
in Figure 6. Here again the tray sides 4 and the 
flanges 38 are formed with registering slots 50 
and 40, respectively. The latching devices are 
manually actuated, however, and comprise slides 
.52 formed with spaced slots 54 registering with 
holes or slots 58 in the flanges.38 and held on 

The slides 
carry thumb pieces 58, respectively, and latches 

The side members are provided with inwardly 
directed flanges or wings 24 at their front and 
rear edges which are formed with arcuate slots 
25, respectively, and the end members f6 are . . . 
each provided with pins 28 passing through the 
respective slots 28 so that the sides may be moved 
from the full line position in Figure 4 to ... the 
dotted line position shown, which is the position 
when the portable trays are carried in the hand. 
Handles. 30 are provided on the uppermost por- 2 
ition of the movable side walls. 29 So that both 
wallportions may be carried by one hand and 
this serves as a convenient way of carrying the 
portable tray from. One place to another. 
Transversely, preferably, of the longer dimen 

20 

30 
sion of the portable tray, the base member is 
provided with positioning members in the form 
of rods or bars 32 engageable by the slots or 
'cut-out portions in the bottom. of the cards, as 
will be understood. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

... To prevent a tray from tipping over, when 
removed from a cabinet and standing, say, on a 
desk so that the index cards can be conveniently 
examined, the stabilizing base illustrated in Fig 
ure 3 is provided. This base member is shown 
as comprised of a flat plate-like member 34 rela 

35 

63, 6 formed with bevelled ends 62 and each 
extending through the registering slots 50 and 
49. The shank 6 of a latch is freely movable . 
in a slot 63 in the slide 52 and a leaf spring 64 
between the thumb piece and the slide tends to... 
move the thumb piece outwardly so that the 
bevelled end 60 normally lies outwardly of a side 
f4 but the latch can readily be manipulated by 
pressing inwardly on the thumb piece 58 to cause - 
the latch portion 60 to pass inwardly through the 
slot 50 and then be moved laterally to a posi- . 
tion inwardly of the wall f4, the bevelled end 62 
facilitating this movement, as will be under 
stood: . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
... The purpose and operation of the several fea 
tures of the invention have been described in 
conjunction with the description of the several 

of the device is deemed necessary. Suffice it to 
say that portable trays for card indexes have. . 
been provided which are readily stored in re 
stricted space in a cabinet and yet are provided 

...With stabilizing devices which prevent their being 

tively thin but rigid and of a length greater than 
the width of the portable tray to extenda Suf 
ficient distance on opposite sides thereof to sta 
bilize the tray, as illustrated in Figure 2. . . . . . . 

... An elongated sheet metal strip 36 of the same 
... width as the supporting member is secured to the 

top thereof and is formed with upturned ends 
38-forming positioning sides or flanges facing one 
another and spaced a distance sufficient to re 
distance between the side flanges 38 is slightly 

tipped over when removed from a cabinet and 
the cards. . . . . 

It will thus be 
has been provided for a portable tray which 
extends: beyond the sides thereof a sufficient, dis 
tance to prevent the tray from tipping over. By 

is means of -latching, devices the tray is securely . 
theid to this stabilizing member and yet is capable 
of being readily released to be returned to a 
cabinet. . . . . . 

- 50 

ceive the base of the portable tray, that is, the 

various modifications will occur to those 
skilled in the art in the composition, configura 

...tion and disposition of the component elements 

. . . greater than the transverse outside dimension of . 
the base of: the portable tray. In Figures 1 to 5, 
these flanges 38 are shown as formed with slots 
40 of a length somewhat less than the width of 
the strip of metal and, on opposite ends of the 
slots, are formed with short slots 42 within which 
move pins 4 carrying the ends of a leaf spring. . . 
46 bent as at 48 to extend through the major go 
slot 49 and engage in a corresponding slot 50 in 
the side walls 4 of the base of the portable tray. 

going to make up the invention as a whole, as 
well; as in the selection of specific features for 
particular purposes and no limitation is intended 
by the phraseology of the foregoing description 

parts and no further description of the operation 

placed on a table or the like for examination of 
40 . . . . . . . . . . . 

seen that a stabilizing member 

or illustrations in the accompanying drawings . 
-except as indicated by the appended claims. 
What is claimed is:... . ... -- 1. In card indexing devices, the combination 

ing member comprising a transversely disposed 
Therefore, while the normal position of the spring 
is as illustrated in Figure 3 with its bent portion 
48 extending through the major slot 40, the ends 
are fastened to pins 44 within the slots 62 there by enabling the pins 44 to separate when the 
spring is under compression in positioning a port 

like member secured to the upper surface thereof 
and formed with upturned ends disposed in 
Wardly of the ends of the first mentioned plate 
like member to provide sides spaced to receive 

able tray base therein. Conveniently the slots 
50 in the tray base member, and the registering 

a slots 42 in the stabilizing member 34-48, are 
disposed at a point in the side walls 4 above 
the positioning bars 32 and their retaining longi 
tudinal strips 33 so that the positioning bars will 
not interfere with the application or removal 

70 

75 

plate-like member of a length greater than the 
transversedimension of the tray base, a plate 

with a portable tray whereof the base is elon- - 
gated and provided with side walls, of a stabiliz 

the base of the tray therebetween, said upturned 
ends being formed with elongated itransversely 
extending slots and a slot spaced from each end 
thereof, pins movable in the last mentioned slots, 

- a leaf spring the ends of which are secured to 
the pins, respectively, said leaf spring being in 
wardly bent intermediate its ends to extend 

  



toward one: another through the skots, the sides 
of the tray base being formed with registering 
slots to receive: the bent portions of the respec 
tive springs to removably secure the stabilizing . . . 
device on the base of the tray. . . . .". 

with a portable tray, whereof. 
gated end provided with side walls, o 
ing member comprising a transversely 
plate-like member of a length greater than the 
ransverse dimension of the tray b wardly ase, u tending flanges carried on the uppe 

tyree 

of 'i' 
33. In card indexing devices, th . . . . . .: : . 
with a portable tray whereof the base is eli 

ited and provided with side walls, of as ing member comprising a transvers 
plate-like member of a length greate 
transverse dimension of the 

stabilizing mem 
a length greater ----------...- ... ---...-- - - - - - 

than the transverse dimension of the tray base, 45 the tray base member is received, one of said 
and provided with flanges between which the members being formed with slots and the other 
tray base is received, said flanges being formed member being provided with movable latching. 
with elongated slots, the sides of the tray base means to engage a side of the slots to remov 
being formed with registering slots, and leaf liably secure the stabilizing device on the base 
springs carried with one of said members and 50 of the tray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
adapted to engage both said slots to removably, 10. In card indexing devices, the combination 
secure the stabilizing device on the base of the with a portable tray whereof the base member . 

...tray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . is elongated and provided with side walls, of a 
5. In card indexing devices, the combination stabilizing member comprising a transversely 

with a portable tray whereof the base is elongated 55 disposed member of a length greater than the 
and provided with side walls, of a stabilizing it - 

like member of a length greater than the trans 
versedimension of the tray base, a plate-like 
member rigidly secured to the upper surface 6 
thereof and formed with upturned end walls dis 
posed inwardly of the ends of the first membe he slot to removably secure t e 

stabilizing device on the base of the tray. . . 
11. In card indexing devices, the combination 

with a portable tray whereof the base is elongated 
and provided with sidewalls, of a stabilizing mem 
ber comprising a transversely disposed plate-like 
member of a length greater than the transverse 
dimension of the tray base, a plate-like member 

70 secured to the upper surface: thereof and formed 
... with upturned ends to provide flanges between 

which the tray base is received, the sides of said ". 
base being formed with slots, movable latching 
means carried with the flanges and adapted to 
enter the slots and each latching means adapted 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

    

    

  

    

  

    

    

    

  

    

    

    

    

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



to engage a wall of a slot to removably secure 
the stabilizing device on the base of the tray. 

12. In card indexing devices, the combination 
with a portable tray whereof... the base is: elon 
gated, of a stabilizing member comprising a 
transversely disposed plate-like member of a 
length greater than the transverse dimension of 
the tray base, said base being formed with at least 
one slot and latching means carried by the sta 
bilizing member and entering a slot to removably 
secure the stabilizing device on the base of the 
tray. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

13. In card indexing devices, the combination 
with a portable tray whereof the base is elongated, of a stabilizing member comprising a transversely 
disposed plate-like member of a length greater 
than the transverse dimension of the tray base 
and having flanges to provide sides between which 
the tray base is received, said flanges being formed 
with slots, the sides of the tray base being formed 
with registering slots, and a latch movable on a 
flange and passing through a slot and engaging 

O 

5 
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engage a side of the slot to removably secure the 
stabilizing device on the base of the tray, and 
spring means to oppose movement of the latching 
means. . . . - - - - . . . . . 

16. In card indexing devices, the combination 
with a portable tray whereof the base is elon 
gated, of a stabilizing member comprising a 
transversely disposed plate-like member of a 
length greater than the transverse dimension of 
the tray base, flanges on the plate-like member 
providing sides between which the tray base is 
received, said flanges being respectively formed 
with an elongated slot and a slot spaced from 
each end of the elongated slot, a slide on each 
flange formed with spaced elongated slots to reg 
ister with the last named slots, pins in the reg 
istering slots, a thumb piece, a latch carried 
thereby, and a leaf spring between the thumb 
piece and the slide, each side of the tray base 
being formed with an elongated slot, which reg 
isters with a corresponding first mentioned elon 
gated slot, said-latch being received in the reg-, 

... the slot in the tray base to removably secure the 
stabilizing device on the base of the tray. 14. In card indexing devices, the combination . 5 
with a portable tray whereof the base is elongated and provided with sidewalls, of a stabilizing . 
member having flange members between which 
the tray base is received, one of the side walls 

... being formed with a slot and the flange member 
being provided with a registering slot, movable 
latching means carried by the flange member to 
be caused to enter the slot in the side wall and 

with a portable tray whereof the base is elongated 
... and provided with side walls, of a stabilizing 
member having flange members between which 
the tray base is received, one of the side walls 
being formed with a slot and the flange member 

... being provided with a registering slot, movable 
latching means carried by the flange member to 
be caused to enter the slot in the side wall and to 

30 

istering elongated slots to removably secure the 
stabilizing device on the base of the tray.... 

... 17. In card indexing devices, the combination 
with a portable tray whereof the base is elon 
gated, of a Stabilizing member comprising a trans 
versely disposed plate-like member of a length 
greater than the transverse dimension of the tray. 
base, flanges on the plate-like member providing 
sides between which the tray base is received, at 
least One of Said flanges being formed with an 

to engage a side of the slot to removably secure 
the stabilizing device on the base of the tray. . ; 

15. In card indexing devices, the combination 

40 

elongated slot and a slot spaced from each end 
Of the elongated slot, a slide on said flange formed 
with Spaced elongated slots to register with the 
last named, slots, pins in the registering slots, a 
thumb piece, a latch carried thereby, and a leaf 
spring between the thumb piece and the slide, one 
side of the tray being formed with an elongated 
slot which registers with the first named elon 
gated slot, said latch being received in the reg- . 

listering elongated slots to removably secure the 
stabilizing device on the base of the tray. 

PATRICK E. M. THOMSON. 

  

  

  

  

  

  


