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My invention relates to an arrangement
and construction of store fixtures.

One object of the invention is to provide
what may be designated as a clear vision
store whereby the purchase inducing force of
the store due to the sight of the goods by
the customer is greatly increased. )

-In furtherance of this object the inven-
tion aims to provide an arrangement of store
fixtures such that the enclosing room is so di-
vided into related traversing spaces for the
customer and displays of goods that upon
_entrance into the store the customer will im-
mediately obtain a. substantially uninter-
rupted view of the greater proportion of the
contents of the store.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a construction whereby a clerk located

"at a dispensing fixture may also unobstruct-
edly view the goods displayed and also be
in convenient position for serving the cus-
tomer and observing him as he traverses the
store. : : .

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide such a relation of the fixtures to the
entire space of the store that a clerk or cus-
tomer may freely pass from one assortment
of merchandise to another.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide such a division of the display and trav-
ersing area that all the necessary goods dis-
play elements may be disposed within the
outer boundaries of the traversing space so
that a continuous and uninterrupted area ad-
jacent the displays of goods is provided for
the customer, thus avoiding the likelihood of
the customer missing goods desired by him
or overlooking part of the store contents,
while at the same time ready access for a
clerk is afforded from the display area to
an adjacent stock room.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a construction whereby the plan by
which the clerk waits upon the customer and
the plan by which the customer himself per-
forms the act of removing the goods from
their holders, are combined and utilized.

Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide such an arrangement of goods holding
units in conjunction with an arrangement
of space dividing elements that when the
units are disposed in tiers of multiples or
other pluralities, the separate display units

\

are still open to view, in conformity with
said important object of providing a clear
vision store, u

- Other objects of the invention are to pro-
vide means whereby a maximum amount of
merchandise may be displayed in a given
floor space, thus effecting a large saving in
rent and in such expenses as light, heat, etc.,
and in addition thereto, enabling a large
volume of business to be transacted at a
minimum of expense in clerk hire and labor;
and to generally improve the construction of
stores of the type having a multiplicity of

display elements that immediately adjoin-

and divide customer spaces. ‘

. With these ebjects in view the invention
is embodied in preferable form in the con-
struction and arrangement hereinafter de-
scribed and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which drawings:—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of part of
the structure of a room adapted to constitute
a store, showing my improved arrangement
of fixtures applied thereto, and

Figure 2 is a diagrammatic plan view.

Referring to the drawings, 1 indicates a
longitudinal left hand wall of a building or
room as the same is viewed from the front
of the store, and 2 the right hand wall. A
lobby 3 is provided at the front of the store
between the walls 1 and 2. Extending from
the space 3 longitudinally of the room along
the left hand wall 1 is a line of shelving 4
which runs the full length of the room ad-
joining a rear transverse dividing element 5.
This element 5 may be a partition or store
furniture, such as a refrigerator, or a coun-
ter, or other structure adapted to contain
goods or permit of the dispensing thereof.
Extending also from the space 8 rearwardl
and parallel to the shelving 4, and longitudi-
nally of the store, is a dividing element 6
which may also be, and preferably is, a struc-
ture permitting the goods to be dispensed
to a customer by-a clerk, and which is pref-
erably in the form of a counter of the ordi-
nary height of merchandise counters. This
counter may bear goods to be selected and
removed by the customer. This dividing
and dispensing element stops short of the
rear dividing member 5, leaving a traversing
space 7 between the end of the sameé and
the member 5 for the accommodation of
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customers. The parallel line of shelving
4 and counter 6 form between them a space
8 extending longitudinally of the room and
communicating at its rear end with the space
7. The counter 6 at its front end joins a
similar counter 9 extending transversely of
the room and at right angles to the counter
6 to a point spaced from the right hand
wall 2, providing an opening which may be
used as either an ingress or an egress, but
which is preferably to be used in the particu-
lar arrangement herein illustrated as an
egress for the customers. This opening is
designated by 10. Similarly the forward

5 open end of the space between the line of

shelving 4 and the counter 6 may serve
either as an ingress or an egress for the
customers, but in this particular arrange-
ment is used as an ingress opening, and is
designated by the numeral 11. At this rear
end the element 8 adjoins a member 12 which
extends transversely therefrom toward the
right hand wall, its outer edge being par-
allel with the outer end of the counter or
member 6. This member 12 constitutes not
only a dividing member to separate the floor
area into suitable traversing spaces, but also
constitutes a display element, being pref-
erably in the form of a cabinet having a
series of shelves in which articles to be sold
are placed. The end of the element 12 is
separated by a space 13 from the longitudi-
nal right hand side wall 2 so as to provide
an opening from the space 7 into a further
space 14.

Extending longitudinally along the right
hand side wall 2 from the front entrance
space 3 to a rear transverse dividing member
15 is a line of shelving 16, similar to the line
of shelving 4, at the opposite side of the
room. Projecting transversely from this line
of shelving 16 into the body of the room is a
dividing and display member 17 which is
similar to the structure 12 and is provided
with shelves for the display of the.goods.
The element 17 is separated from the counter
6 by an opening 18 which in turn communi-
cates with the space 19. -

Projecting from the counter 6 transverse-
ly of the room and in front of the member 17
is another dividing and display element 20
spaced from the shelving 16 by opening 21,
which in turn communicates with the space

‘22 which adjoins the member 20, and another

dividing and display element 23, which at
one end adjoins the shelving 16 and at the
other end is spaced from the counter ¢ to
provide an opening 24. The dividing and
dispensing counter 9 and element 23 form
between them a space 25 which communi-
cates with the opening 24 and is also in com-
munication with the egress opening 10.
While four of these display cabinets are
illustrated a less or greater number may be
employed. " The transverse disposition of
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these display and dividing elements permits
of either an even or an odd number of such
elements and an even or odd number of cor-
responding traversing spaces to be employed.

Fach of the dividing and display elements 7

12, 17, 20 and 23 is of substantially pyram-
idal form and is composed of a series of
display units arranged in vertical tiers. The
cabinet members or units in each separate
tier progressively decrease in size upward.
Thus the lowermost unit 26 extends for the
greatest length of any of the members and
constitutes the dividing member to form
the partition between the adjoining travers-
ing spaces, while the next superposed mem-
ber 27 is spaced from both ends of the unit
26, while the uppermost unit 28 is still
smaller and spaced from both ends of the
unit 27. This arrangement, in conjunction
with the transverse disposition of these dis-
play cabinets relative to the longitudinal or
traversing space 8 provided for the custom-
ers, avoids an obstruction of a view of the
rear display cabinets by those in front,
which would be the case if the full base
width of the cabinets were continued to the
top thereof. Such arrangement also cooper-
ates with the dispensing and display coun-
ters 9 and 6 in permitting an unobstructed
view by the customer of the contents in the
various display. cabinets as the customer en-
ters the ingress 11, since from this point he
can look across the counters towards the
right hand rear end corner of the room and
cbserve the goods displayed in each of the
rows of cabinets, and also in the shelving 16,
and the construction thus affords what may
be designated as a clear vision display con-
struction or store.

The two rear dividing elements 5 and 15,
which as before stated may be formed by
partitions, counters, or by receptacles adapt-
ed to contain goods, are spaced from one
another to form an opening 29, which com-
municates with the space 80. This space
may be used as a stock room, or as another
selling' department, such as a soda fountain,
a meat market, a fruit department, a ribbon
counter, or a department for any other
goods required to be dispensed or measured
under the immediate direction of the pur-
chaser. Whatever form the utilization of
this space 30 may take, it will be noted that,
if the customer passes into this space

through the opening 29 he must return by .

the same opening into the same space 7 from
which he entered the space 30, whereby he
again comes into a view of the display cabi-
nets at the same point from which he de-
parted from the main space, so that the
missing of any of the goods which he has
previously noted for purchase, or the over-
looking of any of the various cabinets in
the customer’s traverse through the store is
prevented. At the same time a clerk who
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may have occasion to pass from the room 30
to the main part of the store is afforded
ready access through said opening 29 to any
part of the traversing spaces of the main
room and to any of the display cabinets for
the purpose of waiting on customers or re-
plenishing the stock. This result is accom-
plished primarily by the transverse contin-
uation of the longitudinal member 6 into
the member 12 on a line spaced from the rear
dividing elements 5 and 15.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim 1s: o

1. An arrangement of store fixtures hav-
ing a series of transversely disposed pyrami-
dal display and space dividing elements, a
longitudinal dividing member of less height
than said display elements, and an opposing
longitudinal parallel member spaced from
said first longitudinal member, the space be-
tween said members heing open at the for-
ward end. '

2. An arrangement of store fixtures hav-
ing pyramidal display cabinets placed
transversely of the salesroom and a longitu-

8

dinal counter at right angles to said cabi-
Dets.

3. A clear vision self-serving store having
a lobby, a salesroom, display devices form-
ing rows lengthwise of the salesroom, trans-
verse display devices extending from a side
of the store, and an E-shaped device extend-

30

ing lengthwise of the store with its lateral

extensions between said transverse display
devices but spaced ‘therefrom and its back
in spaced felation to the adjacent lengthwise
row of display devices thereby providing a
circuitous pathway with an entrance at one
side of the lobby and an outlet at the other,
the transverse display. devices being of py-
ramidal shape and arranged in a row length-
wise of the salesroom, and the back of said
E-shaped device being of less height than
said pyramidal devices, substantially as set
forth. :

In witness whereof, T have hereunto set
my hand at Memphis, Tennessee, this 29th
day of February, A. D. nineteen hundred
and twenty-four. _

- CLARENCE SAUNDERS.
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