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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

ADOLPHUS PAGE, OF TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA.

BALLOT-BOX.

No. 927,068.

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that 1, Aporrrus Pagr, a
citizen of the United States, vesiding in the
city of Toronto, in the county of York, in the
Province of Ontario, Canada,; have invented
a new and useful Tmprovement in Ballot-
Boxes, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.

My invention relates to a ballot box
adapted to be used by secret societies for the
purpose of balloting for candidates and other
matters in connection with lodges and so-
cieties, in which the box is passed around the
room whereby the different members may
readily obtain a ballot ball therefrom, and
cast it therein, in a. manner that those near
him may not see the color of the ballot ball
he deposits in the section of the box provided
for that purpose.

The ballot box is so constructed that it
comprises two essential parts in combination,
one a receptacle for containing ballot balls,
and the other an indicating receptacle. - The
ballot indieating receptacle is provided with
a transparent or glass inclosed front, with a
hinged cover for same. . The ballot ball re-
ceptacle is situated at the back part of the
ballot box, and is also provided with a hinged
cover. The ballot balls may be obtained
from the ballot ball receptacle, and deposited
inthe indicating receptacle, where they may
readily be seen through the glass front, by
raising the hinged cover, when the exact
number and species of ballot balls deposited

5 therein may be counted and inspected, for the

purpose of deciding the result of the vote.

The ballot indicating receptacle in the box
is an ineclined front of the box inclosed by a
glags plate or other transparent material,
and the bottom is hinged to a eover, hinged
to the back of the box and adapted to cover
the ballot balls within the ballot ball recep-
tacle, a section divided off in the bottom
part of the box, when the ballots are not in
use. When the cover of the ballot ball re-
ceptacle is raised to permit the ballot balls
being obtained the bottom of the ballot indi-
cating receptacle closes up so that the ballot
balls may be retained until the result of the
vote has been decided.

The design of the box as illustrated here-
with may be considerably varied as to the
shape of the sides and length and breadth,
but the essential features lie in the manner
of arranging above a ballot ball receptacle,
the ballot indicating receptacle with a dis-
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appearing bottom to release the ballot balls
into the ballot ball receptacle from where
they were originally obtained, practically,
{vithout moving the ballot balls from the
box.

Tigure 1 is a 'perspective front view of the
ballot box; Fig. 2 is a perspective rear view
of the ballot box; and Fig. 3 is a vertical
sectional ‘view through the box.

Like letters refer to like parts throughout
the drawings and specification.

. a—a are the sides and b the bottom of the
0X.

¢ indicates the ballot ball receptacle situ-
ated in the bottom of the box partially closed
over by a dividing wall . Closing over the
other part of the ballot ball receptacle is a
hinged cover ¢, adapted to be raised up and
fastened in its raised position to expose the
ballot balls, and to permit them being ob-
tained.

The ballot indicating receptacle f consists
of an inclined back wall ¢ and a glass front 7
relatively situated away. from the back wall
¢ to leave a space ¢ the width of the diameter
through one of the ballot balls.

j designates the top of the ballot indicat-
ing receptacle, and formed through the top
and adapted to communicate into the space
4 between the back wall and glass frout of the
receptacle is a circular opening % sufficiently
large to admit the insertion of a ballot ball:

I designates a division wall extending be-
tween the two sides a—a and adapted to
divide the ballot box into the front and
back halves.  Hinged to the front face of
the division wall Z.and adapted to close over
the glass front and ballot indicating recep-
tacle is a cover m, adapted to prevent the
ballot as being cast from being seen, until
the proper time when the officers of the
lodge may raise the cover for that purpose.
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The cover m not only hides the ballot balls -

from being seen as they are being cast, but
also protects the glass front. The space 4
formed by the back wall and glass front
communicates directly with the ballot ball
receptacle ¢ situated in the bottom of the
box, through an opening n formed through
the dividing wall d.

Pivoted to the inner faces of the sides b of
the ballot. box are lever arms o, and sup-
ported on the outer ends of the lever arms
18 the removable bottom » of the ballot in-
dicating receptacle.

» designates link arms adapted to pivot-
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ally connect the lever arms o with the | justable bottom supported by lever arms,
hinged cover ¢, that when the hinged cover | said lever arms pivoted to the said hinged

is raised or lowered the lever arms will raise
and lower with it. When the hinged cover ¢
is raised into a vertical position it opens up
the ballot ball receptacle, and also raises up
the outer end of the lever arm which carries
with it the removable bottom r fastened to
the outer ends of the lever arms and forces
it into the opening » in the ballot ball recep-
tacle, and provides a bottom to support the
ballot balls in between the inclined back and
the glass front. Connected to the top edge
of the inclined back wall ¢ is a catch s
adapted to be fastened over the edge of the
hinged cover ¢ when raised into a vertical
position to hold it in that position, that the
removable bottom will be maintained in po-
sition to retain the ballot balls within the
ballot indicating receptacle when being in-
serted through the opening £ through the
top 7. '

1W‘hen it is desired to release the ballot
balls from the ballot indicating receptacle
and to destroy the ballot cast, the catch sis
released from the edge of the hinged cover e,
and allows the cover to be lowered into a
horizontal position, and lower with it the
lever arms o, which carry with them the re-
movable bottom » away from the opening
7, and allow the ballet balls to pass through
the opening n into the ballot ball recepta-
cle ¢.

Fastened to the top edge of the division
wall [is a handle ¢ adapted for the purpose of
carrying the ballot box around the room and
to facilitate in presenting it to the voters for
the purpose of obtaining and casting a ballot
ball. Removably attached to the division
wall at a slight distance above the top 7 is a
shield u, adapted to hide the view of the
opening % in the top 7 into the ballot indi-
cating receptacle from being seen by the per-
son carrying the ballot box.

The sides a—ua of the ballot box are adapt-
ed to extend rearward from the division wall
sufficiently far to prevent persons on either
side of the person casting their ballot ball
seeing the color of the ballot ball used.

In Fig. 3 of the drawings I show in dotted
lines the front cover  in a raised position to
expose the condition of the ballot balls in the
ballot ball receptacle. The hinged cover ¢
is also shown in dotted lines in 1ts open or
vertical position.

What I claim as new and desire to secure
by Letters Patent is:—

1. In a ballot box, a ballot ball receptacle
in the bottom of said ballot box, a hinged
cover forming the top of said ballot ball re-
ceptacle, an inclined ballot indicating recep-
tacle extending upwardly from said ballot
ball receptacle, an opening through the top
into said ballot indicating receptacle, an ad-

cover of said ballot ball receptacle, said ad-
justable bottom adapted to open and close
communication between: the said ballotindi-
cating receptacle and said ballot ball recep-
tacle, substantially as specified.

2. In a ballot box, a ballot ball receptacle,
situated in the bottom of said ballot box, a
hinged cover forming the top of said ballot
ball receptacle, an inclined ballot indicating
receptacle situated above and adapted to
communicate with said ballot ball receptacle,
an opening through the top into said ballot
indicating receptacle, a glass front for said
ballot indicating receptacle, a hinged cover
adapted to close over said glass front, an ad-
justable bottom for said ballot indicating re-
ceptacle, said adjustable bottom supported
on lever arms, said lever arms pivotally con-
nected with the said hinged cover of said bal-
lot ball receptacle, said adjustable bottom
adapted to open and close communication
between said ballot indicating receptacle and
said ballot ball receptacle by the raising and
lowering of said hinged cover of said ballot
ball receptacle, substantially as specified.

3. In a ballot box, a ballot ball receptacle
situated in the bottom of said ballot box, a
hinged cover for said ballot ball receptacle,
an eclined ballot indicating receptacle situ-
ated above said ballot ball recentacle, an
opening through the top into said ballot indi-
cating receptacle, a glass front in said ballot
indicating receptacle, a hinged cover adapted
to close over said glass front, a removable
shield situated above said opening into said
ballot indicating receptacle, a carrying han-
dle fastened along the top edge of said ballot
box, an adjustable bottom adapted to open
and close communication between said ballot
indicating receptacle, and said ballot ball
receptacle, substantially as specified.

4. -In a ballot box, a ballot ball receptacle
situated in the bottom of said ballot box, a
ballot indicating receptacle, having a glass
front situated above said ballot ball recep-
tacle, an opening through the top into said
ballot indicating receptacle, a removable
shield situated above said opening into said
ballot indicating receptacle, a carrying han-
dle fastened along the top edge of said ballot
box, an adjustable bottom adapted o be ad-
justed to open and close communication be-
tween said ballot indicating receptacle and
said ballot ball receptacle, substantially as
specified.

Signed at Toronto, this 8th day of Janu-
ary, 1909.

ADOLPHUS PAGE.

In the presence of—
JENNIE DERRETT,
A, A Apaus.
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