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This invention relates to combination steam 
ing and pressing irons and more particularly to 
electric hand pressing irons from Which steam 
is ejected upon the work so as to dampen the 
Same while it is being pressed. 

In steam irons Such as heretofore used, it has 
been customary to eject the steam from a plu 
rality of localized jet openings. This, however, 
confines the application of the steam to a small 
area of the work surface and does not permit 
it to Spread out for a sufficient area, under the 
Surface of the iron, to cover the entire surface 
of the Work. 
Othersuch pressingirons have been constructed 

With numerous jets spread out on the surface 
of theiron and connected by means of ducts. In 
Such instances, the ducts and.?ets are subject to 
accumulation of sediment therein, from foreign 
matter in the Water used to generate the steam, 
and often become clogged to a degree Which ren 
ders the iron inoperable as well as dangerousto 
lSe. 
An object of this invention therefore, isto pro 

vide, for a steaming iron of the character de 
Scribed, novel means whereby the steam ejected 
therefrom may be applied to cover the surface of 
the Work. 
A further object is to provide such an iron 

having Steam ducts in the Surface thereof for 
Spreading the application of the steam upon the 

* Work surface. n 
A still further object is to provide an iron hav 

ing Such means and which may be economically 
produced. 

Further objects of the invention Will be more 
clearly understood from the following descrip 
tion and from the accompanying drawing in 
Which 

Fig. 1 is a view of a steam iron embodying my 
invention, With parts thereof being shown in cen 
tral vertical section. . . . 

Fig. 2 isabottom view in elevation. 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged bottom view of a portion 

of the sole plate, the steam distributing chamber 
coverremoved therefrom. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view in vertical section 
in line 4-4 of Fig. 2. 
AS illustrated in the drawing, my improved 

steam iron may comprise a casing 5, having a 
steam chamber 6 therein, to which steam may 
be Supplied, orº in Which Water may be heated to. 
generate steam thereinby a heating element, not 
shown, but which may be contained within a 
heating chamber T. 
A steam condutti B is provided, having a steam 

passage 9 communicating with a steam distribut 
ing chamber that is formed in the sole plate 
Il of theiron bya recess which is covered wit 
a coverintheform of ascreplug 2. 
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The said plug may have steam jet apertures 
3 therein, in a surrounding wall which forms si 
sediment, or condensate retaining recess 4. A 
surrounding flange 5 is also provided on said 
plug and fits Within a recess in the sole plate to 
position the Screw plug So as to permit. proper 
clearance for the passage of steam over the said 
surrounding Wall and into theets 3. 
The present invention is particularly intended 

10 to provide steam distributing means in the form 
of grooves 6, in the bottom of the sole plate i f, 
which radiate from the steam distributing cham 
ber 0. The said grooves tapering to a reduced 
depth, from a point adiacent said steam chamber 

5 to a direction away therefrom, in order to pro 
vide proper distribution of steam along the full 
length thereof and communicate With the steam 
chamber 10 by means of steam ports T. Which 
leadi from the bottoms of said groovesto a portion 
in the Said steam distribution chamber above the 
top of the Screw7 plug 2. 

It will be noted that the screw plug 2 may be 
easily removed for accessibility in cleaning the 
steam passages and all surfaces of the steam dis 
tributing chamber, and that my invention fur 
ther provides steam distributing grooves in the 
sole plate Which open upon the Surface of the 
Work andare So arranged as to Spread out the 
application of the steam to the surface of the 
work material Without interruptions and there 
by permit an even and unbroken application of 
steam to said Work Over an area of practically 
the width of the ironing surface on a pressing 
iron. 

gi I clain: 1. In a steaming iron of the character de 
scribed comprisinga casinghaving asteam cham 
ber therein, a sole plate having an ironing sur 
face, the steam distributing chamber in said sole 

46 plate communicating with said steam chamber, 
and a remqvable cover forming the lower wall 
of said distributing chamber; the combination of open grooves\in said ironing surface and aper 
tures in said covereach communicating with said 

- 45 steam distributing chamberfor distributingsteam 
therefrom upon a surface beingironed. 

2. A steaming iron of the character described 
Comprising a casing having a steam chamber 
therein, a sole plate, a steam distributing cham 

0 ber in said sole plate communicating with said 
steam chamber, and means comprising a plu 
rality of open grooves in said sole plate com 
municating With said steam chamber and a de 
tachable plug fo the lower Wall of Said dis 

55 tributing chamber and having apertures therein 
for delvering steam to a surface being ironed. 
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