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This invention relates to a novelty item. :

It is an object of my invention to provide a novelty
item comprising a flag- flying from a candy-filled. trans-
parent staff, wherein the flag is securely attached to the
staff and yet so mounted that substantially the entire staff
and its contents are exposed to view.

It is an ancillary object of my invention to provide a
harness for securing a flag to a transparent candy-filled
staff in a novelty item which harness securely attaches the
flag to a portion of the staff, yet exposes the greater part
of the staff and its contents to view.

It is a further object of my invention to provide a
novelty item of the character described which is gayly
colored and atiractive in form, which encourages a child’s
play, which forms a novel container for candies, trinkets,
and other small merchandise items, and which easily dis-
penses its contents.

1t is another object of my invention to provide a novelty
item of the character described which serves as an attrac-
tive sanitary container for small candies for a child,
which makes the child the happy possessor of a large
amount of small candies, which allows the child to play
with and continually view the entire quantity- of these
candies while they are held within the transparent con-
tainer, and which will allow the child to easily remove a
few candies from within the container.

It is a further object of my invention to provide a
novelty item of the character described which is a low
cost highly salable plaything for children, which utilizes
economical materials, is simple in construction, is capable
of rapid mass production, and which is tough and not
prone to breakage in child’s play.

I have invented a novel flag and staff plaything, having
a “lock-through” feature which is highly desirable when
incorporated in my device. My novelty item is a gayly
colored flag flying from a transparent candy-filled staff.
Tt might be thought that the flag encircles a portion of the
staff, only allowing the remainder of the staff and its con-
tents, not blocked by the fiag, to be viewed. My flag and
staff item however, is not subject to this restriction; it
is so arranged that practically all of the staff and its con-
tents, even in the area where the flag is attached to the
staff, is visible. ‘

Small children have always found transparent candy-
flled containers to be highly atiractive playthings. This
pleasure is given because the child feels that he is the
owner of a large amount of small candies, which are in
his immediate and entire possession. This possessory
feeling is enhanced and stimulated by the fact that the
child can always see the quantity of such items that he
owns. Such a visual sensory connection is of great im-
portance and direct impact to the mind of a young child
and would be lost if the flag blocked off the porticn of
the staff to which it was secured. To a child’s mind this
portion of the staff could not be relied upon to furnish
candy and the item would, to that degree, be less desirable,
In addition to this sensation of possession, an economical
vet highly attractive play item is provided for the child,
e can twist and turn the transparent container, and
watch the candies contained within it tumble back and
forth, The candies’ form and color can be made highly
attractive to train the child’s vision. When a gayly col-
ored pennant or flag is attached to the transparent candy
filled container, a highly desirable flag and staff plaything
is produced, offering many hours of child amusement, and
due to the fact that the child will always get a renewed
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feeling of possession upon again seeing the contents of
kis flag and staff toy, will repeatedly amuse the child dur-
ing many periods of play.

Tt then being highly desirable to allow view of substan-
tially the entire staff and its contents for the aforemen-
tioned reasons, while still attaching a flag to the staff, I
have devised an exemplificative arrangement by which
these two objectives can be mutually accomplished. I pro-
vide a harness which, while securing the flag to a portion
of the staff, allows view of a substantial part of this por-
tion and its contents. This is the “look-through” feature
previously mentioned. This provision allows the addition
of a gayly colored highly attractive flag to the staff, while
not blocking any appreciable part of the staff and its con-
tents from view, The flag never fully hides the contents
of the container. When the child is given my candy-filled
flag and staff item as a present, he will be happy to see
that it is packed full to the, top, since the flag with its
associated harness does not block any appreciable por-
tion of the staff and its contents from view. What little
structure is necessary to hold the flag to the staff does not
deter from this pleasing visual appearance, since the har-
ness allows a substantial partial view of the staff and its
comntents, enabling the child’s mind to visualize a full col-
umn of candies. ] -

When the child has removed, as for eating, a quantity
of the sweets, he can twist the staff back and forth, caus-
ing the candies by virtue of their own gravity to slide back
and forth within the tube. My invention allows continu-
ous view of these candies within the transparent container
as they shift back and forth—the candies never disappear
from sight by being blocked by the flag.

Other objects of my invention in part will be obvious
and in part will be pointed out hereinafier.

My invention accordingly consists in the features of
construction, combinations of elements and arrangements
of parts which will be exemplified in the noveity item
hereinafter described and of which the scope of applica-
tion will be indicated in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, in which I have shown .
one of the various possible embodiments of my invention,

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a flag and staff novelty
item constructed in accordance with my invention;

FIG. 2 is an exploded isometric view of the principal
structural components of the novelty item, the staff being
broken away to conserve space for illustration;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary longitudinal cross-sectional
view of the item, the same being taken through the center
of the staff along line 3—3 of FIG. 4; and

FIG. 4 is an enlarged transverse cross-sectional view
of the item, the same being taken along line 4—4 of

FIG. 3.

In a preferred form of my invention I provide an elon-
gated transparent hollow sturdy tubular staff of uniform
cross-section. The transparent staff contains a column of
small candy. or other pieces, which, due to the trans-
parency of the staff, is continuously exposed to view. The
staff is closed at both ends to entrap the mentioned small
pieces. A flexible, limp flag is utilized with the staff, and
is connected to the staff by -a harness which encircles a
portion of the staff and is fast to the flag. The harness
has a series of slots which expose to view a major part
of said staff porticn, enabling a user of my item to con-
tinnously view almost the entire staff and its contents.

Referring now in detail to the drawings, the reference
numeral 10 denotes a novelty item which is the subject of
the instant invention. The novelty item includes a staff
12 by which the item is most commonly gripped and can
be conveniently handled by a user. The staff 12 is an
elongated hollow transparent slender tubular member of
uniform cross-section.

In a specific embodiment of my invention, I have found
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that I can secure satisfactory results by utilizing a staff
having a ¥" outside diameter, with a 3¢’ thickness for
its wall 14. This size staff can be pleasantly and easily
gripped by a child’s hand and provides a light weight
part. A 14¢"” wall thickness gives sufficient strength to
the staff to resist breakage from a child’s play, yet is thin
enough to have a sizable inner diameter within the staff
to serve as a container. A 14' length for the staff in com-
bination with the above-mentioned diameter gives an at-
tractive length-to-diameter ratio for this item. To fur-
ther enhance its appearance, the staff may be formed from
material which is lightly colored or tinted, or the staff
itself may be otherwise decorated to make it more appeal-
ing both to purchaser and user.

The staff 12 is preferably formed with a uniform cross-
section. A circular cross-section has been utilized in the
preferred embodiment, since this form will allow ease in
assembly of the completed item, but triangular, square or
other nongeometric shaped cross-sectioned tubes may be
substituted without departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion.

Rigid transparent synthetic thermoplastic resins such as
polyacrylates, polystyrenes, and cellulose acetates may be
formed as by extrusion to yield a suitable rigid transparent
rigid tube. A cellulose acetate butyrate plastic also makes
a valuable transparent staff.

The staff has contained within it contents 15 comprising
merchandise items 16, which by way of example may be
small candy pellets, buckshot candy, or a candy product
commonly known as nonpareils. Other similar items as
small gum balls, peanuts, or other confectionary items can
be placed within the container. Further, small trinkets,
as small stamped plastic animals, may be placed in the
staff and mixed with the confectionary items to further
appeal to small children, The staff also may be readily
dimensioned to serve as a coin holder in which a sum of
money may be given to a child, or for use as a savings
bank in which the child can store his money. It will be
appreciated that my invention may be readily adapted to
any use where a long transparent container and flag is
desired for use as a child’s toy.

The items 16 can be readily loaded into the staff 12 by
hand, or, if desired, by machine. Special attention should
be given to the color and form of these contained items,
since these qualities: are continually visible throughout
the length of the staff and can aid in the attractiveness and
salability- of the novelty item.

Two stopper means are provided to close the opposite
ends of the staff. At least one of these stopper means is
detachably secured to the associated end of the staff to
allow selective ready access to the contents 15. In the
illustrated embodiment, these stopper means comprise a
pompon 18 which acts as a top plug, and a bottom plug
20. The pompon 18 is composed of multiple short fiber
strands and has a compressed cylindrical portion 22
cemented into the interior end surface of the staff 12. The
outer external ends of the strands are trimmed and shaped
to form a roughly spherical portion 24 protruding ex-
ternally from the staff, This spherical portion serves as
a decorative feature enhancing the appearance of the
novelty item, and can also serve as a handle for placing
the compressed cylindrical portion of the plug into the
tube interior as an aid in factory assembly.

The bottom plug 28 has a cylindrical portion 26 having
a diameter substantially equal to the interior diameter of
the staff 12, so that the cylindrical portion can be slid
into and ‘held in frictional engagement within the inner
surface of an end of the staff. The plug also has a pro-
tuberance 27 extending externally from the staff, which
can serve as a decorative addition, and can-also serve as
a handle for use by a child in opening the container so
as to provide ready access selectively as desired to the
contents 15. Wood, plastic, or pressed cardboard are
suitable materials for the manufacture of the bottom plug.
Both plugs can be colored or otherwise decorated.
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There are numerous other devices and materials from
which closure means can be effected, these forming a sup-
plemental rather than a primary feature of my invention.
Plastic caps, hinged members, or tape wrapping are some
of the numerous methods and devices which may be func-
tionally substituted for the stopper (closure) means I
have described.

Attached to the staff 12 is a flexible limp flag 28. This
flag or pennant has its fly (the length of the extended flag
from its staff) of substantially greater dimension than its
hoist (the height of a flag). The flag is preferably color-
ful and opaque, so that it may be a decorative addition
to the staff. The flag is flexible and limp in order that it
may flap or wave when the staff is moved by the user.
When the staff is held still the flag 28 will naturally droop
in imitation of the movement of a larger flag. In a pre-
ferred form, the flag is made from a thin flat vinyl plastic
sheet which can be attractively colored, and can be easily
wiped clean when dirty. Other materials also valuable
are felt and cloth. Any of these materials may be fur-
ther decorated by adding designs thereto as by stenciling
or imprinting. 1In this form, the item 10 may be used as
an advertising giveaway or premium, either or both faces
29 of the flag bearing the legend or picture desired by the
advertiser.

A harness 30 provides means for attaching the flag 28
to the staff 12 in a manner suitable to the objects of my
invention. The harness in a preferred embodiment is
flexible and is readily formed in one-piece from a thin
flat rectangular opaque colored sheet of material. The
harness has flat end sections or portions 32 secured to a
marginal proximal end section 36 on the face of the flag
and a middle section 34 encircling the staff. The middle
section 34 is in frictional but not tight engagement with
the staff 12, so that the flag stays in place, that is, will
not by itself move axially along the staff during casual
play, but will slide to a new position on the staff when
deliberate effort is expended to so locate it. The middle
section 34 of the harness 30 has one or more closed
spaced slots 38 each with a dimension transverse to the
longitudinal axis of the staff approximately the same as
the circamference of the staff 12. It is seen that the slot
or slots 38 expose a substantial part of the portion of the
staff by which the harness 30 attaches the flag 28 to the
staff and the affiliated contents 15 therein. In a preferred
form, there are a series of parallel equal and equidistant-
ly spaced slots 38 transversely disposed and each having
a length approximately the same as the circumference of
the staff. The slots 38 are located between and the ends of
the slots are defined by the end portions 32.

The harness thus has vacant (open) areas adjacent the
periphery of the staff which expose to continual view the
staff and its contained merchandise items. These vacant
areas are defined by a series of parallel rungs 40 trans-
versely disposed to the longitudinal axis of the staff.
When the harness end portions 32 are secured to the flag,
the rungs girdle the staff so that they act as circular rings
which hold the flag to the staff.

The harness may be made of any appropriate material,
e.g. the same material as that used for the flag 28. The
harness may be colored differently from the flag present-
ing a pleasing two tone effect between these members.

The end portions 32 of the harness 30 may be joined
to the marginal proximal end section 36 of the face 29
of the flag by various means, as for instance, stapling,
riveting, stitching, sewing, or adhesive sealing. It has
been found convenient to join each harness end portion
32 to an opposite broad face 29 of the flag 28. The ends
of the harness may be heat sealed over their overlapping
co-extensive areas to the faces 29 of the flag when both
are made of compatible thermoplastic materials.

A convenient manner for placing the harness about the
staff and joining the harness to the flag is by utilization
of a support in which there is provided a groove of semi-
circular section designed to receive at least that portion
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of the length of the staff engaged by the harness. First
a harness is placed over this groove with its rungs 40 cen-
tered on and crossing over the same and then a staff is
positioned over and pressed down on the harness on top
of the groove. The groove has a depth approximately
the same as the radius of the staff. When the staff is
pressed down on the harness into the groove, the harness
ends will swing upwardly clasping the staff and extend-
ing upward away from the support and somewhat beyond
the staff. A pair of heated sealing jaws are mounted for
reciprocal movement above and towards and away from
the vertical plane passing through the center line of the
groove. When the marginal proximal end section of the
face of the flag is placed between the extended ends of
the harness, the sealing jaws are moved together, sealing
the harness to the flag between them.

It thus will be seen that I have provided a novelty item
which achieves the several objects of my invention and is
well adapted to meet the conditions of practical use.

As various possible embodiments might be made of the
above invention, and as various changes might be made
in the embodiment above set forth, it is to be understood
that all matter herein described or shown in the accom-
panying drawings is to be interpreted as illustrative and
not in a limiting sense.

Having thus described my invention, I claim as new
and desire to secure by Letters Patent:

1. A flag and staff novelty item comprising an elon-
gated hollow transparent tubular staff of uniform cross-
section, said staff being composed of a transparent sturdy
synthetic plastic material, contents comprising a column
of small merchandise items contained within the staff, a
flexible limp opaque flag having its fly of substantially
longer dimension than its hoist, means attaching a mar-
ginal proximal end section of said flag to said staff, said
attaching means comprising a one-piece flexible harness
having a middle section encircling and frictionally engag-
ing a portion of the staff and having flat end sections
overlapping and secured to the face of the flag, said
middle section having plural spaced slots closed by the
end sections, each slot having a dimension between the
end sections and transverse to the longitudinal axis of
the staff approximately the same as the circumference of
the staff, said slots thereby exposing a substantial part of
said staff portion and its contents to view, and closure
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means for closing the ends of the staff, at least one of said
closure means being comstructed and arranged to allow
selective ready access to said contents.

2. A flag and staff novelty item as set forth in claim 1,
wherein each harness end section is joined to the mar-
ginal proximal end section on a different opposite broad
face of the flag.

3. A flag and staff novelty item as set forth in claim 2,
wherein the harness end sections are sealed to the mar-
ginal proximal end section of the flag.

4. A flag and staff novelty item as set forth in claim 2,
wherein the harness end sections are heat sealed to the
marginal proximal end section of the flag.

5. A flag and staff novelty item as set forth in claim 1
wherein all the slots are of like dimension and contour
and are elongated circumferentially of the staff, each slot
being located between and having its ends closed by the
end sections and having its longest dimension transverse
to the longitudinal axis of the staff.

6. A flag and staff novelty item as set forth in claim 1,
wherein the harness is a thin flat flexible piece of synthetic
plastic material.

7. A flag and staff novelty item as set forth in claim 1,
wherein the slots of the harness are defined by a set of
preformed parallel spaced rungs transverse to the longi-
tudinal axis of the staff and joined to the end sections.

8. A flag and staff noveliy item as set forth in claim 1,
wherein the harness includes plural members functionally
integral with the marginal proximal end section of the flag
encircling the staff portion and mutually spaced along the
length of said portion and defining the slots.
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