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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ISAAC. S. CoFFIN, of 

Manchester, in the county of Hillsborough 
and State of New Elampshire, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in Can 
Tops, of which the following is a specifica 
tion : 
This invention relates to certain improve 

ments in the caps or covers for cans or other 
vessels, and is particularly designed for milk 
cans, its object being to provide a simple and 
effective cover, by means of which the can 
may be hermetically sealed or opened, when 
required, with little inconvenience. 
My invention consists in a cover or cap 

hinged to one side of the mouth of the can, or 
an annular seat formed thereon or attached 
thereto, said cap being provided with an an 
nular groove in which is secured a suitable 
packing, said groove being adapted to set 
over the mouth of the can, and form a tight 
joint therewith when the cap is secured, the 
upper side of said cap being provided with 
upright standards diametrically opposite each 
other, in which is journaled a rock-shaft, pro 
vided with hooks at each end, adapted to en 
gage lugs on the can or the seat, to which the 
capishinged, the rock-shaft at its center being 
provided with a cam-lever, which serves to 
set the hooks under the lugs, and secure the 
cover, and also as a handle to swing back the 
cover when released, as more fully hereinaf. 
ter described. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 represents a view 

of the upper part of a can with my improved 
cap secured thereto. Fig. 2 a top view, and 
Fig. 3 a sectional view, of the same. 
The letter A represents a milk-can of any 

convenient pattern, in the present instance 
being formed with a contracted neck, B, to 
the mouth of which the cap is attached. 
The letter C represents an annular seat, 

which may be formed on or attached to the 
neck of the can at its mouth. 
To the side of the annular seat adjoining 

the handle is hinged a disk-shaped cap or 
cover, D, adapted to fit upon the said seat, 
and provided with an annular groove, d, on 
its under side which is packed with suitable 

packing, said groove being adapted to set 
over the edges of the annular seat when the 
cap or cover is down. 
The letter E represents two standards ar. 

ranged diametrically opposite each other on 
the top of the cap or cover D, said standards 
being hooked at their upper ends, in which 
hooks are held the opposite ends of a rock 
shaft, F, the extremities of which are bent 
downward and hooked, so as to engage the 
lugs G on the neck of the can or the cap-seat 
thereof, and confine the cap in position, as 
hereinafter explained. 
The letter Hrepresents a cam-lever, secured 

to the rock-shaft F, the cam portion of which 
may be brought to bear upon the center of 
the cap at the same time that the hooks on 
the rock-shaft engage the lugs on the neck of 
the can or cap-seat, Said lever is made con 
cave on One side to form a bearing for the 
thumb, when used as a handle for turning 
back the cover. 
The operation of my invention will be read 

ily understood in connection with the forego 
ing description. 
To close the can, the cap is turned down 

upon its seat and the lever turned so as to 
cause the hooks on the rock-shaft to engage 
the lugs on the can. At the same time the cam 
portion of the lever begins to bear upon the 
top of the cap, causing the cap to hermeti 
cally close the can when the lever is at the 
end of its movement. 
To open the can, the motion of the lever is 

reversed, and after the hooks are freed from 
the lugs the lever falls in position to be used 
as a thumb-handle, for turning back the cap, 
so as to uncover the mouth of the can. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let. 

ters Patent, is 
1. The combination, with a milk-can, of a 

hinged cap, provided with a rock-shaft hav 
ing hooked ends adapted to engage with lugs 
attached to the can, and with a cam-lever, 
adapted to bear upon the top of the can, and 
secure the cap hermetically thereon, substan 
tially as set forth. 

2. The combination of the cap-seat secured 
to the neck of the can, the cap hinged there 
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on, and provided with an annular groove on In testimony that I claim the foregoing.I 
its under side containing packing, and adapted have hereunto. set my hand in the presence of 
to fit over the cap-seat, alud with a cam-lever the subscribing witnesses. 
and rock-shaft, provided with hooked ends. ISAAC. S. COFFIN. 
adapted to engage upon lugs on the can, Witnesses: 
substantially as and for the purposes set CHAs. T. NEWMAN, 
forth. RICHARD J. P. GOODWTN. 


