
United States Patent (11) 3,631,975 
Martin N. Leibowitz 
2220 N. Britian, Irving, Dallas Co., Tex. 

(21) Appl. No. 872,251 
(22 Filed Oct. 29, 1969 
45) Patented Jan. 4, 1972 

(72) Inventor 

54 FABRIC DISPLAY KIT 
4 Claims, 4 Drawing Figs. 

(52) U.S. Cl........................................................ 206/82, 
35/55,281/16 

I51) Int. Cl......................................................... B65d 73/00 
(50 Field of Search............................................ 26/69; 

35/55;21 1145,42,47; 190/16; 206/7 B, 65R, 82, 
DIG. 20,.83, 84; 281/16 

(56) References Cited 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

2,707,839 5/1955 Green, Jr...................... 35/55 
2,786,281 3/1957 Kramer et al................. 35/55 

2,802,677 8/1957 Forsyth........................ 281/16 
3,233,611 2/1966 Stewartet al...... 281/16X 
3,514,875 6/1970 Howard........................ 35/55 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
763,729 12/1956 Great Britain................ 281/16 

Primary Examiner-Joseph R. Leclair 
Assistant Examiner-Steven E. Lipman 
Attorney-Richards, Harris & Hubbard 

ABSTRACT: A rigid spine member hingedly supports front 
and back covers. Each of the covers includes two generally 
rigid portions which are separated by a hinge spaced apart 
from and parallel to the sides of the spine member. A central 
divider member is connected to the middle of the spin 
member and extends between the covers. Stacks of fabric are 
arranged between each of the covers and the divider member 
in side-by-side relationship. Each stack of fabric includes 
variations of the same primary color, with the primary colors 
of adjacent stacks being different. 
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FABRC DISPLAY KIT 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates to fabric display kits, and more par 
ticularly, to portable display kits for enabling inspection of a 
large number of fabric swatches in a desired color. 

THE PROR ART 

It has long been a problem in the wholesale and retail mar 
keting of fabrics to present a wide variety of cloth textures in a 
number of colors to prospective buyers. As an example, 
fabrics for use with draperies, slip covers, upholstery, bed 
spreads, valances, wall coverings, window shades and the like 
are made in a wide range of fabric textures and colors. Fabric 
salesmen have thus heretofore resorted to carrying a large 
number of loose fabric swatches of different colors which 
could be inspected by a prospective buyer. Such a technique 
not only involves transportation and handling of a large mass 
of heavy fabric material, but a customer is often dissuaded 
from thumbing through such a large mass of fabric swatches. 
Jobber sample books have also been developed herein sam 

ple fabric swatches are cut into squares and bound into a sam 
ple book. Such sample books have, however, been extremely 
heavy and have not been able to contain a desirable amount of 
fabric samples. In addition, it has not have heretofore feasible 
to arrange fabrics of similar colors together for ease of inspec 
tion and comparison. Moreover, such books have been dif 
ficult to handle due to their size, and have generally been dif 
ficult to maintain in an opened position due to their tendency 
to fall back into the closed position. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present invention, a fabric display 
kit is provided which includes a generally rectangular rigid 
spine member having rigid sides depending normally 
therefrom. Front and back covers hingedly depend from the 
sides, with each of the covers including two generally rigid 
portions separated by a hinge which is spaced apart from and 
parallel from the sides of the spine member. A central divider 
member depends from the middle of the spine and extends 
between the covers. A plurality of stacks of fabric swatches 
are attached at one end of the spine member and are disposed 
in a side-by-side relationship between each of the covers and 
the divider member. The finish side of the fabric swatches ad 
jacent the front cover of the book are disposed in opposite 
directions from the fabric swatches disposed adjacent the rear 
cover of the book. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a rigid 
spin member has an elongated rectangular configuration and 
includes sides which extend from the edges thereof. Front and 
back covers are pivotally connected opposite ones of the 
sides, with each of the covers having a hinge portion extending 
therethrough to facilitate opening thereof. A divider member 
is connected within the spine member and has a hinge portion 
across the length thereof. A first set of stacks of fabric 
swatches are arranged between the front cover and the divider 
member in a side-by-side relationship. A second set of stacks 
of the fabric are connected to the spine member and are ar 
ranged between the back cover and the divider member in a 
side-by-side relationship. Each of the stacks of fabric has a dif 
ferent primary color relationship than the adjacent fabric 
stacks. 

THE DRAWINGS 
For a more complete understanding of the present inven 

tion, and for further objects and advantages thereof, reference 
is now made to the following description taken in conjunction 
with the accompanying drawings, in which: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the fabric display kit of the 

invention in a closed position; 
FIG. 2 is a view of the kit shown in FIG. 1 in an 

tion; 
open posi 
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FIG. 3 is an end view of the fabric kit shown in FIG. 3 in an 

open position; and 
F.G. 4 is an end view of the kit shown in FIG. 1 in a max 

imum tilted open position; 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERREDEMBODIMENT 

Referring to FIG. 1, the present kit is generally designated 
by the numeral 10 and includes a generally rectangular rigid 
spine member 12 which includes a handle mounted thereon 
for ease of transportation. Rigid sides 16 depend upon the 
spine 12, with end portions 18 completing the generally 
rectangular binder assembly. A front cover 20 is pivotally con 
nected to side 16 by a hinge 22. Front cover 20 comprises a 
relatively narrow rigid portion 24 which is separated from a 
wider rigid portion 26 by a flexible hinge 28. Hinge 28 may 
comprise an area of reduced thickness to enable the portions 
24 and 26 to pivot relative to one another. A rear cover 30 is 
pivotally connected to the opposite side 16 of the spine 
member 12 at a hinge 32. Rear cover 30 consists of a relatively 
narrow rigid portion 34 which is separated from a wider rigid 
portion 36 by a flexible hinge 38. 
A central divider member 40 is connected within the spine 

member 12 and extends between the front cover 20 and the 
rear cover 30. A plurality of fabric swatches 42 and 44 are 
disposed between the divider member 40 and the front and 
rear covers in a manner to be subsequently described. The 
fabric swatches 42 and 44, and the divider member, are con 
nected at the ends thereof within the spine member 12 by 
suitable fastener members 46. 

FIG. 2 illustrates the present fabric display kit in an open 
position. A first set of stacks 50a-d of fabric swatches may be 
seen to be arranged between the front cover 20 and the di 
vider member 40 in a side-by-side relationship. Each of the 
stacks 50a-d have generally the same thickness and the same 
width, and each are connected within the spine member 12 by 
the fastener members 46 at the ends thereof. Each of the 
stacks may individually be bent backwards, as shown by stack 
50a, to enable inspection thereof. An important aspect of the 
invention is that each of the stacks 50a-d are comprised of 
fabrics of different texture, but which have the same general 
primary color so that a prospective buyer may inspect all 
fabric swatches of the same color at the same time. Addi 
tionally, as shown in FIG. 2, when the book is in its open posi 
tion, the ends of each of stacks 50a-dare somewhat staggered 
to enable visual inspection of the colors of the lower swatches 
in each stack. 

In addition to a hinge in the divider member closely ad 
jacent to the spine member, the divider member 40 may be 
seen to include a hinge portion 52 extending along the length 
thereof to facilitate maximum opening of the book, as will be 
later described. Additionally, a second set of stacks of fabric 
swatches 54a-d are disposed between the divider member 40 
and the rear cover 30 in a side-by-side relationship. Each of 
the stacks 54a-d have essentially the same thickness and are of 
essentially of the same width, with each of the stacks being 
connected at the end thereof within the spine member 12 by 
the fastener members 46. Again, each of the stacks of fabric 
swatches 54a-d have a similar primary color which is different 
from the adjacent stacks of fabric. An important aspect of the 
invention is that the finish or pattern side of the swatches in 
the stacks 54a-dare disposed in a different direction than the 
swatches 50a-d, so that the book may be reversed and easily 
inspected from either side. 
As shown in FIG. 1, the hinges 28 and 38 on the front, and 

rear covers enable the present kit to accommodate the in 
creased thickness of the fabric swatches without increasing 
the size and weight of the spine member. Referring to FIG. 3, 
the hinge 28 enables the front cover 20 to bend in such a 
manner as to keep the kit in a stable open position. This ena 
bles the customer to flip through the various fabric swatches 
without the kit tending to become closed. In this open posi 
tion, the edges of the fabric swatches may be seen to be stag 
gered for ease of visibility. As shown in FIG.4, in the most ex 
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treme open position of the kit, the kit may be maintained in a 
very stable open position for long periods of time. This is 
primarily because of the bend portion 52 in the divider 
member 40, and because of the hinges 28 and 38 on the 
covers. Of course, when it is desired to inspect fabric swatches 
54a-c, the book is merely reversed in position and the rear 
cover opened. 
The present fabric display kit thus enables a large combina 

tion of fabric patterns and color combinations to be placed be 
fore a prospective buyer, without the requirement of handling, 
transporting or storing large masses of fabric swatches. The 
grouping of colors of the present fabric swatches enables the 
prospective customer to examine all textures and patterns of 
the fabric in a given primary color in the same general loca 
tion. The staggering of the edges of the fabric swatches when 
the book is open enables the customer to quickly pick out the 
cloth and color which he desires. The use of the various hinges 
of the invention enables the book to be maintained in very sta 
ble open positions. 
While the present invention has been described with respect 

to a specific embodiment thereof, it will be understood that 
various changes and modifications will be suggested to one 
skilled in the art, and it is intended to encompass those 
changes and modifications as fall within the scope of the ap 
pended claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A fabric display kit comprising: 
a generally rectangular rigid spine member having rigid 
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4. 
sides depending normally from opposed edges thereof, 

front and back covershingedly depending from said sides, 
each of said covers including two generally rigid portions 

separated by a hinge which is spaced apart from and 
parallel to the sides of said spine member, 

A central divider member depending from the middle of 
said spine member and extending between said covers, 
and 

a plurality of stacks of fabric swatches each having a width 
less than the total width of said spine member and being 
attached at one end to said spine member, said stacks 
disposed in a side-by-side relationship between each of 
said covers and said divider member such that the finish 
side of the fabric swatches on opposite sides of said di 
vider member are disposed in opposite directions. 

2. The fabric display kit of claim 1 wherein the fabric 
swatches in each said stack are provided with variations of the 
same primary color, the primary colors of adjacent stacks 
being different. 

3. The fabric display kit of claim 1 wherein said divider 
member includes a bend portion along the width thereof and 
spaced parallel from said spine member to enable said kit to 
remain in a stable open position. 

4. The sample display kit defined in claim 1 wherein the 
rigid portions of said covers are angled with respect to one 
another in order to accommodate the thicknesses of said 
fabric swatches. 


