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To all, whon, it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ANNAE. DUNBAR, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Albany, 
in the county of Albany and State of New 
York, have invented new and useful Improve 
ments in Devices for Holding Down Shirt 
Waists and Supporting Skirts, of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a device for sup 

porting a skirt with its upper end or waist 
portion covering the lower end margin of a 
shirt-waist and so holding. in front with the 
steels of a corset as to give to the front ex 
posed portion of the skirt a dip-form appear 
ance or a downward incline, while the rear 
ward portion of the same is relatively hori 
Zontal in appearance, and the side portions 
running forward over the hips and toward the 
front are made to gradually slope forwardly 
and downward, so as to give to the waist of 
the wearer an appearance of greatest length 
of front; and it consists in the novel features 
of construction of devices and parts and novel 
combinations and arrangements of parts here 

25 inafter described, and set forth in the claims. 
Other purposes and advantages of this in 

vention will be fully understood from the 
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description when taken in connection with the 
drawings, in two sheets, forming a part of this 
specification, in which 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the device 
embodying this invention and of the front of 
a corset employed in connection with the de 
vice. Fig. 2 is a view of the said device from 
its rear side. . . . 

Similar letters of reference refer to similar 
parts throughout both views. - 

In the drawings, B is a corset of any ordi 
nary construction, which is adapted to con 
tribute to give shape to the waist of the wearer 
above the hips, and b b are the steels of the 
fronts of the two halves of the corset where 
they join at the front of the wearer. 
My new device consists of the sectional gir 

dle E, comprising the rear half part E and 
front half part E and buckles E suitably se 
cured to the respective terminals of one of 
said sections, while the terminals of the other 
sections are adapted to be readily connected 

with said buckles. The rear half part E. of 
this sectional girdle consists of a strip of suit 
able flexible material, and preferably of tight 
or close-woven strong fabric of suitable 
width and with a length adapted to allow it 
to be applied to the rear portion of the waist 
of the wearer and thence forward at both 
sides over the hips and stopping short of meet 
ing at the front of the wearer. The front 
half part E. consists of portions ee, made of 
material preferably similar to that of which 
the rear half part E is made. These portions 
e e are arranged relatively at an angle to each 
other, and are securely fixed from changing 
their relative lines of inclination when pulled. 
on, so that the said portions may be held from 
being straightened out into a horizontal line, 
similar to that which the rear side portion of 
the rearward half part E is allowed to assume 
when in place on the wearer. These two half 
parts E and E and the said two buckles E 
adapt this girdle E to have its circumference 
enlarged or contracted at pleasure, with a let 
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out for enlargement of the circumference of 
the girdle and, a take-up for contraction of 
the same, which may be readily effected with 
out changing the relative location of the said 
portions ee of the front half of the girdle and 
without shifting the point of intersection of 
said angular portions e e from the point of 
exact front of the wearer. 
F is a keeper suitably connected with the 

front half part E" at its point of middle of 
length (which is the point of connection of the 
portions e e of the same) by means of the 
vertical connecting-piece F, secured to the 
meeting ends e'e' of said angular portions ee 
by any suitable means, yet preferably by 
means of stitchingsf, Fig. 2. This piece F 
is preferably made of close-Woven strong 
fabric made in the form of an adjustable strap, 
which has one portion, f', turned down from 
its upper end stitchingsfand another portion, 
f', passed through a suitable loop provided 
with said keeper F and turned up therefrom, 
as shown, and having their respective portions 
f' and f' connected by a suitable connecting 
device, preferably a buckle F, secured to the 
terminal of the downturned portion f', while 
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the tongues of said buckle engage with the 
upturned portion f", Fig. 2. This form of 
construction of connecting-piece F gives to 
it the feature of adjustability in respect of 
length between the point of its connection 
with the said front half part E of the girdle 
and that of the keeper F. 
The keeper F is made of metal and with any 

suitable form of engaging devices which may 
adapt it to be engaged with the steels l l of 
the corset B in direction from the lower ends 
of the same, as in Fig. 1. I prefer to form 
the keeper of wire with dual form doubled wire 
f'f', as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and with 
dual cross-bars g g', the loop g for holding 
with the loop f" of the portion f of the con 
necting-pieceF, while the other bar,g', serves 
as a keeper for bearing against the outer side 
portion? at near said loop f", holding bar (7. 
His a downholding keeper suitably secured 

to the angular form front side portion E of 
the girdle at the point of its middle of length, 
where the connecting-piece Fis joined on the 
connected ends of portions ee of the said front 
side part E. This keeper H is made in the 
form of a hook, having its nose / turned for 
ward and down from its body h" for adapting 
it to hook down on the band of the skirt and 
keep it drawn down in front. I at present 
prefer to make this downholding keeper of 
sheet metal and secure it to the front side 
part E of the girdle by means of eyelet h’. 
G is the skirt-supporting plate, which is se 

cured against the outer surface of the rear 
side portion E of the girdle by means of eye 
lets h’. In this plate G is provided a slot 
form opening g”, which is adapted to receive 
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a suitable skirt - supporting device. (Not 
shown.) 

Having described my invention, what I 4o 
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Patent, 
lS 

1. A shirt-waist distender adapted to coact 
with a pair of corsets comprising a girdle made 
in two sections, one of which is flexible and the . 
other is stiff and shaped to a point, means con 
necting the two sections whereby the size of 
the girdle may be varied, a flexible vertical 
connecting-piece fastened to the stiff section, 
a buckle on one end of the said connecting 
piece to engage the opposite or free end there 
of, and a keeper supported at the lower end 
of the connecting-piece, said keeper having 
two upwardly-projecting hooked lower ends 
adapted to engage a corset, substantially as 
described. 

2. A shirt-waist distender adapted to coact 
with a pair of corsets, comprising an adjust 
able girdle, the front of which diverges down 
wardly to a point, a flexible vertical connect 
ing-piece fastened to the front of the girdle, 
a loop formed in one end of the connecting 
piece, a buckle supported by said loop, the 
opposite end of the connecting-piece engaging 
the buckle and a keeper having two side legs 
and connected by two cross-bars at the upper 
ends, upturned hooks at the lower ends of the 
keeper adapted to engage the lower portion of 
a corset, substantially as described. 

ANNA. E. DUNBAR. 

Witnesses: 
CHARLES SELKIRK, 
CHAs. R. SELKIRR. 

55 

65 

  


