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Zo all whom it may concermn:
Be it known that I, Wririiaw S, ‘WEBSTER,
a_citizen of the United States, residing in
. Newark, Bssex county, New Jersey, have in-
5 vented certain new and useful Improvementsin
Saddle-Trees, Tully deseribed and represented
in the follo_wing specification and the aecom-
panying drawings, forming a part of the same.

This invention relates toan improved means

10 of stiffening the skirt of the saddle and the
back-band loop, and to a guard for the baek-
band in the arch of the saddle; and it consists,
partly, in a particular construction for an off-
set stiffener formed integral with the saddle-

15 tree, and parilyin the combination, with the
arch of the saddle-trees and a recess or chan-
nel sunk therein to admit the back-band, of a
lag extended from the rein-hook seat over
such recess, and an opening in the arch of the

20 tree to admit the application of a nut to the
shank of the rein-hook. .

In my invention the skirt is applied partly
below and partly above the top surface of the
tree, the stiffener being offset for such pur-

25 pose, and theskirt being provided at its mid-

dle with an opening to permit the passage of
such stiffener through the skirt from above,
and its adjustment upon the under side of the
same in connection with the back-band loop.
To permit the introduction of the stiffener
through an opening in the skirt, the stiffener
is made considerably narrower than the tree,
to avoid too wide an opening through the
skirt. :
Inthe drawings, Figurelisa planofthe tree.

Fig. 2 is a central longitudinal section of the

same. Fig. 3 is a flat view of the top of one-
half of the tree. Fig. 4 is a central trans-
verse section of the tree with the stiffener

40 broken off, Fig. 5 is a top view similar to
Fig. 3, with the skirt, the back-band, and
back-band loop applied to the tree, the skirt
and back-band being broken off adjacent to
the end of the stiffener. Fig. 6 is a plan of

45 the skirt shown in Fig. 5; and Fig. 7 is a cen-
trallongitudinal section of the barts shownin
Fig. 5, excepting the back-band, which is
shown, but not in section. .

A is the arch of the tree, and A’ a channel

50 formed therein. B is the bow of the tree; C,

30

35

the flanges or stiffeners attached to its ends by
ribs ¢, and D and D’ tongues formed upon the
lower ends of the stiffeners,

E is the crupper-loop, and I the hole for
the shank of the rein-hook. 55
G is the back-band. (Shown only in dotted

lines-in Fig. 4.)

@ is a lag projected from the rein-hook seat
over the recess A’, to hold the back-band in
place, and I is an opening formed in the arch 60
of the tree beneath such lug and in the front
side of the ehannel, to clear the nut applied to
the shank of the rein-hook. It is evident that
by means of snch opening, the same may be
cast without a core” by the admission of the 65
molding-sand through the opening I into con-
tact with the under side of the lug a, when
molding and casting the tree. The ribg C, as
shown in Figs. 2, 3,and'7, are attached to the
under side of the bow and to the upper side 7o
of the stiffener, at the extreme outer edges of
the latter, where it is joined to the bow, thus
offsetting the stiffener, or holding it below the
top of the bow. The stiffeners being connect-
ed with the bow ouly at the edges of their 75
upper ends, an opening, ¢, is formed between
each of such upper ends and the lower ends
of the bow, through which the back-band ean
be passed, as shown in Fig. 7, when making
up the saddle in the style there displayed. 8o
The ribs are also very short, so as to project
but little through the skirt when fitted over
the same, _

J is the skirt, and is formed, as shown in
Fig. 6, with an opening, %, to permit the bas- 85
sage of the stiffener through the skirt from the
upper to the lower side, and 7 are openings
adapted to receive the ribs U, so that the skirg
may lie flat upon the stiffeners with the tongune
m (which is formed by the slots 7) inserted he-
tween the said ribs. The stiffeners are offset,
as shown in Fig. 7, $o that the skirt may lie
beneath the bar B,when the saddle is trimmed
for a running back-band, the log @ in such
case serving to hold the back-hand down in gg
the arch of the tree, as shown in Fig. 4.

The stiffener is, in such case, passed through
the openings % 11, the former admitting the
back-band, as shown in Fig. 7, and the
latter accommodating the ribs (. The stiff- 100
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ener is formed with three tougues D Dand
D at its outer end, the latter being locat-
ed at the middle of the stiffener and adapt-
ed to pass within the under side of the
leather back-band loop H. The tongues D lie
at each side of the back-band loop, beneath
the skirt, and serve to stiffen the latter inde-
pendently of the tongue D'. The loop is
formed as a closed collar, its sides being passed
through slots b in the skirt J in the usual
manner, before the ends of the loops arc
sewed together, and when the back-band and
the tongue D' arc inserted within said loop
the skirt is clamped firmly between said back-
band and stiffener, and the stiffener, be-
ing thus held firmly to the bow B, serves to
strengthen them all in the most effectnal man-
ner. The tongue D' is represented as light-
ened by forming a slot, ¢, therein, as shown in
Tig. 3; but this slot is not essential.

T am aware that it is not new to clamp the
end of the stiffener to the skirt by means of
the loop, and do not therefore claim such a
construction, exeept in combination with the
side tongues, D, which are held against the
skirt by the operation of the loop upon the
central tongue, D'

I am also awarc of United States Patent
No. 115,599, showing a skirt with ORellil)gS
like mine, to fit it, within pockets formed in
ihe sides of the bow, and againsta lIock formed
by projections npon the underside of the bow.
The openings k11 in my skirt have no such
function, as I have no such pockets nor pro-
jeetions on my tree.

T am also aware of United States Patent No.
144,853, showing a pad-plate provided with
three tongues at the end to engage a metallic
brace on the pad.

T do not use any pad-plate in my construe-
tion, and I thercfore disclaim both the above-
named patents.

347,672

The stiffener shown herein differs from that
claimed in my United States Patent No. 337,-
217, in not being combined with a sunken
channel in the bows, andin not having inclined
ribs extended continuously along 2 sunken
channel to the end of the stiffener.

Having thus described my invention, Telaim
the same in the following manner:

1. Thesaddle-tree constructed with the bow
B and the stiffener C, made narrower than the
bow, and connected therewith only at the up-
per edges by the inclined ribs ¢, Jeaving an
opening, C, for the inscrtion of the back-
band, the stiffener being held in a different
plane from the ends of the bow by the in-
clined ribs, and being provided at their lower
ends with the central tongue, D, and the side
tongues, D, as and for the purpose set forth.

9. The combination,with theskirt provided
with the openings kand l[, as deseribed, of
the tree having the bow inserted, as set forth,
ihe offset stiffeners conneeted thereto and
held in a different plane by the inelined ribs
¢/, and the stiffeners being provided with the
tongues D and D, and inserted through the
openings in the skirt, as and for the purpose
set forth.

3. The saddle-tree having a depressed e¢han-
nel in the arch for a running back-band, the
lug a, extended over said channel, and the
opening I in the arch beneath the lug, as and
for the purpose set forth.

Tn testimony whereof I have hereunto seb
my hand in the presence of two subseribing
witnesses. ,

WM. 8 WEBSTER.
Witnesses:

HeNry J. MILLER,
HENRY J. THEBERATH.
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