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7 Claims.

This invention relates to visible card indexes
or files.

In handling record cards of the type wherein
card groups are arranged upon retaining strips
of a file panel' in internested offsef overlapping
relation with the margin of each card exposed for
visible indexing, it is customary to transfer cards
from one strip to another strip of the same panel
or to a different panel and to add cards to the

10 files from time to time. Thus considerable in-
terchange and movement of the cards is required
and certain difficulties have been experienced in
maintaining the cards in their proper position
and in properly positioning them when they are

15 transferred to another location. 7

One of the purposes of this invention is to pro-

vide an improved assembly of file panel and card
retaining strips that includes constructions for
facilitating the movement and positioning of
20 the cards and preventing them from being dis-
placed after they have been positioned upon a
file panel. In addition, the file panel is so con-
structed that one of the panels may be removed
from a series of vertical or superposed panels

+ 25 without encountering projections or obstructions

incidental to the removal of one of the panels
from a series file. On the other hand, one of
the panels may be inserted between two panels
of a series file and slip into alinement with those
30 already in place without experiencing any in-
convenience.. To this end the panel is provided
with means on the retaining strip for preventing
movement of the cards therefrom and the side
of the panel opposite the retaining strip is in the

- 33 form of a substantially continuous smooth sur-

face which is in one plane. :Thus the cards and
retaining strips on theé other side of the panel
slide conveniently upon the smooth surface of
an adjacent panel. :

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is an elevation of an index file including

a panel with card retaining strips mounted

thereon;
PFig. 2 is a cross section, on a larger scale, taken

'45 substantially along the line II—II of Fig. 1;

Fig. 3 -is a vertical section on a larger scale,
taken substantially along the line III—III of
Fig. 1;

- 40

Fig. 4 is a vertical section, on a larger scale,

-50 taken substantially along the line IV—IV of
Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is'a vertical section, on a larger scale,
taken substantially along the line V—V of Fig. 1;
and '

Fig. 6 is a perspective of & transverse strip uti-

5o

- (ClL. 129—16)

lized in conjunction w1th the constructlon shown
in Fig. 1.
An index or supportmg panel 10 in the form of

a rectangular sheet of material, such as a metal .

plate or the like, is reinforced at its lateral edges
by means of beads 11 formed by reversely and
forwardly folding or turning the marginal por-
tions of the material. Likewise the lower edge
of the panel is reinforced by means of a bead 12
formed by means of turning the material in sub-
stantially the same manner as the lateral edges
are turned. The lower corners of the panel are
notched, -as indicated at 15, to facilitate forma-
tion of the beads and a reinforcing wire 16 en-
closed in the beads extends throughout the
lateral and lower edges of the panel.

As best shown in Fig. 4, the upper marginal
portion of the panel is folded rearwardly to form
a reinforcing bead 17. It will be observed that
this bead is offset forwardly by bending the ma-
terial along a horizontal zone 18, in such manner
that the rear surface of the bead 17 is in the
same plane as the rear surface of the remaining
portion of the panel. . Thus, the entire rear surface
of the panelis in substantially the same plane and
it includes no appreciable obstructions upon
which other files or panels ‘'might be caught in
relatively moving superposed panels.  However,
this bending of the material forms a shoulder 19
extending forwardly from the front or face of
the panel.

A plurality - of card retaining strips: 20, each
comprising a base 22 and offset card retaining
flanges 23 running longitudinally thereof, ‘are
riveted or otherwise rigidly secured, as indicated
at 25, to the panel, and are arranged vertically
upon the latter, that is the strips aré disposed
substantially parallel to- the lateral beads 11.
The upper end of each strip slightly overlaps the
bead 17 and a pair of card stops 26 are pressed
out from the upper end portions of the flanges
23. Each card stop has an inner or lower abrupt
shoulder 27 and an outer or upper gradually
curved or sloping and converging portion 28.
The material of the panel joining the shoulder
19 and the panel body is pressed out to form pro-
jections 29 that serve to bridge the space between.
the shoulder 19 and the body of the panel and
to provide a substantially smooth econtinuous

surface from the outer extremity of the shoulder

to the surface of the panel body portion. These
projections are located just beneath the upper
end of the flanges 23 on the card retaining strips.
Each card retaining strip at its lower end is
spaced from the lower bead 12.
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Card stops 30 having upwardly turned integral
fingers 32 are rigidly secured, as indicated at 33,
to the panel on opposite sides of the lower ends
of the strips and spaced from the latter. Im-
mediately above each stop a plurality of beads 35
are pressed out from the body of the panel 10 and
when the lower edges of groups of cards 36 are
ingerted beneath the fingers, such edges slide
easily over the beads 35 and thence across the
edges of the strips 30 without obstruction from the
shoulders formed by the upper stop edges. The
beads 35 are rounded or sloped gradually in or-
der to effect this function.

Each card 36 is provided with a pau of centra,lr
stencil tongues 37 extending toward each other |

and normally slidably engaged beneath the flanges
23 from opposite directions. A group of cards,
such as that shown at the right hand side of Fig.
1, can be slidably supported upon each strip 20
in internested offset overlapping relation. In
transferring groups. of cards from one strip to
another or from one panel to another, a transfer
strip 38 is. employed which is provided with a.base
39 and oiffset flanges 40 corresponding in shape
to the base 22 and flanges 23, respectively, of the
strip 20. However, the base 39 is slightly nar-
rower than the base 22 and is adapted to seat
therein. A hook 42 is struck out from the end
portion: of the strip 38 between the flanges 40,
and by placing the transfer strip in. the position
shown in the central portion of Fig. 1, it can be
inserted underneath -the cards 36 or underneath
any given number of cards, and then withdrawn

~ with: the cards automatically mounted thereon.

In this operation the hook slips-over the edge of
the card and by withdrawing the strip the tongues
37 slide along the flanges 23 and off the upper
end of the retaining strip 20. The flanges 40 of
the transfer strip. slide upon the card retaining
strip 20 during the withdrawal of the cards and
the stencil tongues 37 slide evenly and gently over
the pressed out portions 29 without. being .ob-
structed by the shoulder 19.

The cards can be transferred to another card
retaining strip of the same or of a different panel
by reversing the transfer strip or in other words
using the opposite end from that before mentioned
and inserting extended tongues 43 .of the flanges
40 underneath the lower ends of the. flanges 23
and then sliding the group of cards, or-as many
cards as desired, upon the card retaining. strip
20 from the lower end thereof. Thus an efficient
and rapid transfer of the cards may be accom-
plished and after the cards have been so trans-
ferred they are prevented from accidental dis-
placement :vertically by the shoulder 27 'of the
card stops .26 -and are evenly positioned at the
lower, portion of the panel because of the fact
that the lower edges and the lower cards slip
over the beads 35 and rest beneath the ﬁngers 32
of the card stops 30.

Although only one form of the ‘invention has
been shown and described in detail, it will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that the in-
vention is not so limited but that various changes
may be made therein without departing from the
spirit of the invention or from the scope of the
appended claims.

‘What I claim is: :

1. An index card holder comprising 'a. panel
having one side -in the form of a substantially
unobstructed plane surface, certain edges of the
panel being turned laterally away from said side
to form marginal beaded portions projecting

laterally from the surface of the panel apposite:

1,963,806

the plane surface, card retaining strips extend-
ing substantially from one of said beaded por-
tions to another beaded portion projecting lat-
erally from an opposite edge of the panel, the
material of the panel being pressed out to form
a substantially smooth continuous surface from
the last-named beaded portion to the body por-
tion of the paneél adjacent one end of each strip.

2. An index card holder comprising a panel

-having one side in the form of a substantially

unocbstructed plane surface, certain edges of the
panel being turned laterally from the opposite
side to form marginal beaded portions extending
laterally from the surface of the panel opposite
the plane surface, a card retaining strip extend-
ing substantially from one of said beaded portions
to another beaded portion projecting laterally
from the opposite -edge of the panel, the ma-
terial of the panel being pressed out to fill in
the corner formed at the junction of the last-
mentioned. beaded portion - adjacent the end of
the strip whereby the cards may be removed from
the. strip without -obstruction from the beaded
portion.

‘3. An - index card holder comprising & panel
having one side in the form of a substantially un~
obstructed plane surface, cértain. edges of the
panel being turned laterally from the opposite
side to form marginal beaded portions project-
ing laterally from the surface of the panel op-
posite the plane surface; a card retaining strip
extending substantially from one of said beaded
portions to another beaded portion upon the op-
posite edge of the panel, the material of the
panel being pressed out to fill in the corner formed
at the junction of the last-mentioned beaded por-
tion adjacent the upper end of the strip whereby
the cards may be removed from the strip without
obstruction from the beaded portion, card :stops
on the panels-adjacent the lower end of the strip
for- positioning the cards upon the panel; and
sloping projections  adjacent the card stops to.
facilitate even positioning of the cards agamst
the Jower.card stops. ..

4. An index. card holder compnslng a panel
having one side in the form of a substantially
unohstructed: plane surface, certain edges of the
panel being turned laterally from the opposite
side to form marginal beaded portions extend~
ing laterally. from the surface of the panel op-
posite: the plane surface, card. retaining strips
extending substantially from one of said beaded
portions to another beaded portion upon the op-
posite edge of the panel, the material of the
panel being pressed out to form  substantially
smooth. continuous surfaces from the last-named
beaded portion to the body portion of the panel
adjacent one end of each strip, vertical card stop
fingers on the panel adjacent the lower end of
the strip for positioning cards upon the panel,
and sloping projections adjacent the card stop
to facilitate even fitting of the cards against the
card stops.

5. An index card holder comprising a panel,
a retaining strip -on said panel having the side
margins offset laterally to the panel to provide
card retaining flanges for portions of the cards
to engage behind the flanges and adjacent the
panel, and card stop projections on said flanges
at-one end forming shoulders extending laterally
from said flanges for normally retaining said
cards. on the retaining strip agamst shdable de-~
tachment from said end. . .

6. An index card holder comprising a panel
of sheet metal, a retaining strip secured on one
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“face of said panel and extending between oppo-
site edges thereof, said retaining strip being
formed with offset card retaining flanges at the
side edges for slidably mounting index cards,
and card stops formed on said flanges projecting
laterally at one end in transverse alignment and
presenting an abutment to normally engage and
retain cards on said strip against slidable de-
tachment.

7. An index card holder, comprising a panel of
sheet metal having the edge portions formed
to provide beads extending laterally from one

3

side, a retaining strip secured to the last-men-
tioned side of said panel and extending between
beads on opposite edges, offset card retaining

flanges on the side edges of said retaining strip,

said panel being formed adjacent the card re-
taining flanges with portions filling the corner
formed by one of said beads to provide for re-
moval of cards from the strip without obstruc-
tion, and a laterally extending card stop on one
end of said strip and overlying one of the por-
tions of said panel filling said corners.
BENJAMIN G. RAND.
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