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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, GEORGE L. HART, of 

Bridgeport, in the county of Fairfield and 
State of Connecticut, have invented a new 
Improvement in Carving - Forks; and I do 
hereby declare the following, when taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, 
and the letters of reference marked thereon, 
to be a full, clear, and exact description of the 
same, and which said drawings constitute part 
of this specification, and represent, in 

Figure 1, a back or top view; and in Fig. 2, 
a sectional side view. 
This invention relates to an improvement 

in that class of carving-forks in which the 
guard is extended to form a rest for the fork, 
and hinged in the shank, so that when the 
guard is turned up the rest will be correspond 
ingly turned into a position below to support 
the fork, the object being a simple and cheap 
construction, and which will avoid the usual 
mortise in the shank, and prevent water and 
other foreign matter from settling around the 
pivot. - 

It consists in forming the pintle as a T 
across the lower end of the guard, the end of 
the pintle turned downward at the sides to 
form the legs of the rest, and the pintle closed 
in a cavity transversely across the shank of 
the fork, as more fully hereinafter described. 
A is the handle; B, the shank; C, the tines, 

of substantially the usual construction; D, 
the guard, across the lower end of which is a 
cylindrical bar, E, forming a pintle for the 
guard, the ends of which turn to the right and 
left to form the legs F of the rest. Across 
the back of the shank a cavity is formed, cor 
responding to the pintle E, this cavity open 
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ing on the back of the fork, but yet so that 
the cavity is considerably more than one-half 
the circle of the pintle. This cavity is opened, 
as indicated in broken lines, Fig. 2, the pintle 
set in place, and then the back of the shank 
set down onto the pintle, as shown in Fig. 2, 
thus sufficiently inclosing the pintle to secure 
it in place, but yet so as to allow the guard 
and rest to be turned together to their respect 
ive positions of opened or closed, as indicated 
in broken lines, Fig. 2. This closing of the 
back of the shank onto the pintle may pro 
duce sufficient friction to retain the guard 
and rest at its different positions, but, pref. 
erably, a spring, ct, is arranged in connection 
with the pintle to increase the friction, or 
make it constant, and prevent its loosening 
from use, or angles may be formed on the 
pintle against which the spring will bear, so 
as to set the guard and rest in either their 
opened or closed position. 

I claim 
1. In a carving-fork, the guard and rest, 

combined by a transverse pintle of one and 
the same piece, with the guard and rest, seated 
in a cavity across the back of the shank of the 
fork, substantially as described. 

2. In a carving-fork, the guard and rest, 
combined by a transverse pintle of one and 
the same piece, with the guard and rest, seated 
in a cavity across the back of the shank of the 
fork, combined with a spring bearing on said 
pintle, substantially as and for the purpose 
described. 

GEORGE I, HART, 
Witnesses: 

F. W. HuRD, 
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