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My invention relates to stamps and particular-
ly to indicia bearing stamps having indicating
means for apprising a user of the correct posi-
tioning of the stamp relative to the work.

Metal stamps have been employed in the past
constructed from an -elongated piece of metal
having an indicium or indicia provided on one
end to be disposed adjacent to a work piece.
When the opposite end of the member is struck,
an outline of the indicium or indicia is-cut in
the face of the metal work piece, as is well known.
Difficulty was experienced in handling the stamp
to have the resulting indicia.in- upright position
on the work. It was necessary for the operator
to take care when grasping the stamp that the
indicia was disposed in a correct manner relative
to the work. 'This requires the operator to scan
the indicia very closely, after the stamp has been
grasped in the hand. Since the-indicia are in
negative form relative to the resultant indicia
on the work, considerable time was wasted each
time the stamp was picked up to ascertain that
the correct dlsp051t10n of the indicia would re-
sult.

I have overcome this difficulty when prov1d1ng
a stamp in accordance with my present inven-
tion, by having the correct position of the indicia
indicated by the sense of touch when the stamp
is grasped. The stamp is always grasped between
the thumb and the fingers of the hand, the fingers
extending along the front side of the stamp, while
the thumb is placed against the central portion of
the rear side thereof. The front and the central
part of the rear portions, are provided with a
surface sensitive to touch so that when the fingers
and thumb rest, respectively, on these surfaces the
stamp will be positioned in a correct manner
for producing an indicia which is in upright po-
sition. In any other position the thumb or fin-
gers will rest upon a ‘smooth surface and the
operator will be apprised of the fact that the
indicia is disposed in any other than a correct
position. Knurling or other means may be em-
ployed for providing surfaces which are sensitive
to touch and the resulting appearance to the
stamp provides a mark by which the identity of
the manufacturer of the stamp may be known.

The main objects of my invention are: to pro-
vide a stamp with means susceptible to touch
which designates to the operator the correct po-
sitioning of the indicia of the stamp relative to
the work; to provide the front surface and the
central portion of the rear surface with knurling
or other projecting construction susceptible to
touch which, when engaged in the proper manner

(Cl. 101—405)

with the fingers and thumb of an operator, ap-
prises him of the fact that the stamp is correctly
positioned; -to provide projecticns on the two op-
posite surfaces of a stamp which are so positioned
and relative in length that the appearance of the
stamp apprises the opsrator of the manufacturer
of the stamp; and in general to provide surfaces.
on a stamp which are engaged by the thumb and
fingers of fhe operator to apprise the operator
of the positioning of the indicia thereof and
which prevents the stamp from being knocked
from the grasp of the operator when struck to
have the indicia cut into the work piece.

Other objects and features of novelty of my in-
vention will be either specifically pointed out or
will become apparent when referring, for a bet-
ter understanding of my invention, to the follow-
ing description in conjunction with the accom-
panying drawing, wherein:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a.stamp em-
bodying features of my invention,

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the stamp illus-
trated in Fig. 1 in a position as grasped by an
operator when the indicia of the stamp is dis-
posed in the proper manner relatlve to- a wor k
piece, -

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of & stamp bearing
indicia of a different form from that illustrated
in Fig. 1 and also embodymg the features of my
invention; and

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a stamp similar
to that illustrated in Fig. 1, bearing still further
indicia and embodying features of my invention.

My invention comprises, in general, a stamp 5
which is of conventional form, that is to say,
comprising-an enlongated body portion 6 which
may be of any shape and which is herein illus-
trated as being square in section having a bev-
eled end porticn 7 which is to be struck by a
hammer for forcing indicia 8 on the opposite end
of the stamp into the work piece to be marked.
The indicia 8 are a negative of the resulting indicia
stamped on the work piece and, since the indicia
may be of any form, it is necessary to mark the
stamp:in some manner to disclose to the operator
the disposition of the indicia relative to the work

80 as to produce the replicia of the indicia on the

work piece in an upright position. Usually a mark
was made on one of the surfaces which was to be
observed by the operator, but, since the indicia
and mark, as well as the body portion of the stamp
become full of grime, dirt and oil from use, dif-
ficulty has always been experienced in correctly
positioning the stamp relative to the work.

As pointed out hereinabove, I overcome the dif-
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ficulty of providing indicating means by employ-
ing the sense of touch of the operator for ef-
fecting the correct position of the stamp relative
to the work piece. I provide a knurled suriace 9
on the side of the body 6 of the stamp away irom
the operator substantially the length of the side,
and a knurled surface 11 on the medial portion
of the opposite side of the stamp, which is toward
the operator. This positioning of roughened sur-
faces on opposite sides of the stamp produces sev-
eral beneficial results, the first and primary re-
sult being the apprisal of the operator of the cor-
rect positioning of the indicia relative to the
work which is accomplished through the sense
of fouch as illustrated in Fig. 2. 1t is to he noted
that the fingers of the hand grasp the knurled
surface 9 on the side of the body portion 6 cor-
responding to the top of the indicia and that the
thumb will rest on the medially disposed knurled
surface 11 on the opposite side of the body por-
tion 6 corresponding to the bottom of the in-
dicia. When the hand properly grasps the stamp,
all of the fingers and the thumb will rest upon the
gnurled surfaces and the operator is thereby ap-~
prised of the fact that the indicia will be cor-
rectly disposed relative to the work piece. When
the fingers and the thumb, or any one thereof,
rest upon a surface which is smooth, that is to
say, not being provided with the knurling, the
operator is apprised of the fact that the indicia
is incorrectly disposed. The stamp is then turned
in the fingers until the fingers and thumb rest
upon- knurled surfaces and the correct position-
ing of the indieia results. :

A further advantage of the knurled surfaces
is that effected by the firm grasp provided to the
fingers relative to the stamp, which will prevent
the stamp, when struck to drive the indicia into
the work piece, from bheing knocked from the
fingers of the operator. As a result, a correct
facsimile of the indicia will be stamped in the
work piece and the danger resulting from a flying
stamp when knocked from the fingers, will be ob-
viated.

A further advantage of providing the knurling,
as specified hereinabove, is that of effecting a mark
in the nature of a trade-mark by which the manu-
facturer of the stamp will be known.

In Figs. 1 and 2, I have illustrated a numeral

8 disposed on the end of the body portion 6

of the stamp which is of a conventicnal form,
stamps being furnished heretofore with numerals
and letters of the alphabet, as is well known in
the art.

. In Fig. 3, I have illustrated a further type of
stamp, which is provided with a plurality of
numerals or letters of the alphabet 12, to illus-
trate the fact that the novel feature of my in-
vention may be applied to all types of stamps,
as will be further apparent from the stamp illus-
trated in Fig. 4 which bears a particular type of
indicia 13 in the nature of a mark which may be a
trade-mark or a similar mark of distinction. It is
very apparent, therefore, that T intend the par-
ticular features of my invention to be applied to
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all types of stamps, irrespective of the shape or
form of indicia provided thereon.

While I have specified hereinabove that the
surfaces 9 and 11 are formed by knurling, it is
understood that my invention is not limited to
this particular type of surface, as any type of
surface, provided in any manner whatsoever,
which affects the sense of touch of the operator
may be-employed to apprise him of the correct
positioning of the stamp relative to the work. It
is, accordingly, to be understood that the invention
is in no way limited in the method of producing
surfaces which affect the sense of touch of an
operator, that it is not limited to knurling alone,
and that any type of raised or serrated surfaces
may be utilized. It is to be understood that re-
cesses for each of the fingers and thumb or for all
of the fingers may be provided in accordance with
my invention.

‘While T have described and illustrated but a
single embodiment of my invention, it will be
apparent to those skilled in the art that various
changes, omissions, additions and substitutions
may be made therein without departing from
the spirit and scope of my invention, as set forth
in the accompanying claims.

I claim as my invention:

1. A stamp comprising a body portion which
is grasped between the fingers and thumb of an
operator, -indicia on one end of said stamp, a
roughened surface on the side of the stamp cor-
responding to the top of the indicia, and a rough-
ened surface disposed on the medial portion of
the side of the body portion corresponding to the
bottom of the indicia, to be employed through
a sense of touch for apprising an operator of the
correct positioning of the indicia relative to a
work element to be stamped.

2. A stamp comprising a body portion which is
grasped between the fingers and thumb of an
operator,. indicia on one end of the stamp, means
on opposite sides of the stamp engageable by
the fingers and thumb of an operator for appris-
ing him, through the sense of touch of the fingers
and thumb, of the correct positioning of the in-
dicia relative to a work element to be stamped.

3. A stamp comprising a body portion having
indicia on one end and an opposite end provided
to be struck, to force the indicia into an element
to be stamped, one side of the body portion being
provided with a surface which is sensitive to tcuch
and corresponding to the top of the indicia, and a
similar surface disposed medially of the opposite
side of the body portion for forming a finger and
thumb hold, respectively, to an operator and for
apprising the operator of the correct positioning
of the indicia relative to the work.

4. A stamp comprising 2 body portion having
an end portion to be struck and indicia provided
on the opposite end portion, serrations provided
on a side of the body portion corresponding to the
top of the indicia, and similar serrations provided
on the medial portion of the opposite side of the
body portion for the purpose set forth.
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