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This invention relates to Index strip holders
adapted to he mounted on index guides, sepa-
rating cards or divider charts whereby to display
index strips having thereon certain identifying
indicia or information.

One of the objects of the present invention is
the provision of an index strip holder desirably
composed of extruded plastic material, cut to de-
sirable size, from lengths of the extruded mate-
rial. The body of the holder may be transparent
and of any suitable color.

Another object is the provision of an index
strip holder which can be secured upon a card
without the use of eyelets, rivets or other simi-
lar fastening devices. However, such devices may

be employed as supplemental or sole fastening

means,

Another object is the provision of an index
strip holder in which the index strip or.insert is
firmly and securely held, whereby there is no
likelihood of its becoming accidentally detached
from the holder. .

Also a further object is the display of the index
strip at an angle to the card so that it may be
readily and conveniently observed by the user,
throughout a wide angle of vision.

Another object is to provide & simple inexpen-

sive and sturdy holder which may be permanently
secured to 2 card by a suitable adhesive.
" Another object is the provision of an index
strip holder which can be readily, squarely and
accurately seated in the edge portion of an index
card or on the edge portion of a tab thereof.

With these and other objects and advantages
in view, this invention consists in the several
novel features hereinafter fully described and
claimed.

" The invention: is clearly iNustrated in the
drawing accompanying this specification, in
which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an index svtrip
holder embodying a simple form of the present
invention and showing the same attached to an
index gulde or separating card, the insert not
fully inserted;

" Fig. 2 is a greatly enlarged side elevation of
the index strip holder and a fragment of the
card seen in Fig. 1;

PFig, 3 is a vertical longitudinal sectlon taken
upon the line 3—3 of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 4 is a horizontal section through the holder
taken upon the line 4—4 of Fig. 2.

Figs. 3 and 4 are on a reduced scale with re-
spect to the enlarged view seen in Fig. 2.
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Pigs. 7, 8 and 9 illustrate a Turther modifi-
cation.

Referring to sald drawing; which is merely il-*
lustrative of one embodiment of the invention,
the reference character 5 designates an index
card or the like which may be constructed of

- cardboard, fiberboard, metal or other suitable
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material of desired size and shape for the re-
quired use, and preferably formed with a tab or
extended portion 6 for receiving the index strip
holder, indicated generally by the character 1.
The {abs may be variously located along the top
edges'of the cards whereby the holders of several
cards in a file or drawer may be located in dif-
ferent rows along the length of the drawer.

Desirably the holder is composed of a single
plece of extruded transparent plastic material,
such as Celluloid, pyroxyline, Bakelite, or the
Hke, and In general comprises a web 8—8’ of gen-
erally rectangular form having an inverted-uU-
bend 9 and a downwardly directed flange 10 at
the upper edge which flange i3 spaced from the
web 8 to recelve the edge portion of a card tab
therebetween. If desired, the flange may slope
toward the web 8 whereby to more firmly grip the
card. From the U-bend 9 the material extends
downwardly and outwardly from the web 8 to
provide a face portion 11, the lower edge of which
merges into a U-bend 12 from which the mate-
rial extends to the web 8 In a downwardly in-
clined direction to provide a brace 13 between
the face portion ff and the web.

At the upper edge of the web 8 the latter is
formed with a longitudinally extending bead 14
having an inclined face {5 which forms one side
of a groove 18 that is arranged to receive the up-
per edge portion of an indicia bearing index strip
11. The U-bend 12 includes a longitudinally ex-
tending lip 18 which forms one side of a groove
18 that is arranged to receive the lower edge por-
tion of the index strip 17. On the front face of
the web 8 Is formed a longitudinally extending
rib 20 upon which the free edge of the brace 18
lies and to which it is cemented.

As a preference the face portion i is bowed
outwardly slightly for the sake of appearance
and to increase visibility. If desired, the groove
between the web 8 and flange {0 may converge as
seen at 21 whereby the card B, when forced be-
tween the converging sides of the groove will be
gripped therein. In order to permanently fasten -
the holder upon the card § the flange (0, as well
as the web 8, may be cemented or adhesively se-
cured to the card.

Figs. 5 and 6 illustrate modified constructions. 85  The index strip 17 is made of such dimensions
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that its upper and lower edge portions will be
contained in the grooves 16 and 19 and will be
substantially of the same length as the length of
the face portion 11 of the holder T. In the form
of index strip illustrated, it is doubled upon it-
self so that the inherent resilience thereof tends
to press the upper edge portions thereof into
frictional contact with the face 15 of the bead
i£ and a part of the opposite face of the groove
16. The upper edge of the tab 6 should be spaced
sufficiently above the top edge of the card § to
enable the top edge of an adjacent card to stand
below the rib 20 of the holder T.

From the above it is apparent that I have pro-
vided an inexpensive index strip holder of neat
and pleasing appearance, and which securely
holds an inserted index strip in an inclined po-
sition which makes the data thereon clearly
readable, and means are provided whereby the
holder may be set squarely upon the edge por-
tion of a card tab or the edge portion of the card
itself and secured thereto without the use of eye-
lets, rivets or other metallic fastenings.
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In the preferred embodiment of the invention, -

at the top of the holder the U-bend 9 is formed to
substantially provide a hollow beaded edge or
top, and at the lower face portion the U-bend 12
is so formed as to provide a hollow bead or round-
ed edge at the juncture of the face portion {{
and the brace member {3. This not only affords
increased strength at the bend where it is most
needed, but it also provides a better grip when
inserting the strip in the holder and a better grip
when handling the indexed card to place or re-
move card 5 from a filing drawer.

In the drawing the brace member {3 is shown
seated and cemented to the rib 20. It may or may
not be cemented in order to allow for expansion
of the materials or to facilitate application to
the card stock, or to permit changing the angle
of the face of the tab. The rib has really two
functions, that is, it forms a good stop and a
guarantee of maintenance of the angle of the tab
and forms a closure for the section. It will be
obvicus that the angle of the front face of the
holder may be varied as preferred, the angle

.relative the card being determined by whether the
brace 13 is above the rib or whether it is below.
In either position the brace may be cemented to

the rib. When below, the upper angle of the face 9

t1 relative the body part 8 is reduced.

It is of course obvious that the bottom portion
8’ of the web 8—8’ may be removed or reduced
in width so as to permit the attachment to a
shorter extension tab 6 without extending too far
down onto the card face, thereby bulking up the
cards. It has been heretofore pointed out that
with the square edge or face inside the bend at
the top of the groove 21, it provides a square edge
so that accuracy of the placement of the card
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and uniformity of the product may be obtained. .

The resiliency of the material in itself causes the

flange portion to firmly grip the tab of the card. -

In the modified form shown in Fig. 5, the same

. is more or less similar to the preferred form de-

seribed, except that the back flange 23 corre-
sponding to the flange 10 shown in Fig. 2 extends
a considerable distance down the back face of the
tab 6 or card 5. As shown in Fig. 6, the back
flange 24 is spaced down from the top of the hold-
er, and may be of any desired length.
In the modified form shown in Figs. 7, § and
" 9, Fig. 7 s an end elevational view corresponding
to Fig. 2; Fig. 8 is a rear view of the same; and
Fig. 9 is a sectional view taken substantially on
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the line 9—9 of Fig. 7. In this form the back
flange 25 on the web 27 is preferably thickened
throughout a desired portion as indicated, for
example, at 26. The brace 28 is substantially the
same as any of the braces shown in the other
figures. In this form, however, the back flange
25 is preferably made slightly longer than the
tab 6 of the card 5, and then bent at an angle of
80° to the back flange 25 and then crimped over
toward the web 27 as indicated at 29. The tab
may be previously serrated at its ends as indi-
cated at 30, and the forwardly extending portion
29 may be forcibly crimped in to engage the end
edges of the tab. In Fig. 7 this bent end is seen
in side elevation, and in Fig. 8 the flange 2§ is
broken away to show this bent end 29 in section.
Obviously, in this form of the device the holder
is positively locked on the tab of the card B§.
While ordinarily it would also be cemented to
the tab, cementing may be supplemental to the
crimping and positive engagement of the holder
with the tab.

By curving the frent face I not only is the
appearance improved, but the double folded insert
1T curves to fit it, thereby stiffening the insert for
insertion and causing it to be held snugly against
the face. The curved face gives practically 100%
visibility from every angle without distortion.
It may be mentioned that the inserts may be of
various colors and that the plastic holder itself
may be made in a desired color.

Having thus described my invention, it is ob-
vious that various immaterial modifications may
be made in the same without departing from the

5 Spirit of my invention; hence I do not wish to be

understood as limiting myself to the exact proper-
ties of the ingredients described or uses men-
tioned.

What T claim as new and desire to secure by
Letters Patent is:

1. An Index strip holder comprising a unit
composed of a single piece of material consisting
of a rectangular web, an inclined face portion
projecting downwardly and outwardly from its
upper end and terminating in a brace member
extending to the web and secured thereto, there’
being opposing grooves at the upper and lower
ends of the face portion adapted to receive the
longitudinal edges of an index strip, the web
having a longitudinally extending bead at its
upper end forming one side of the upper groove
and the brace member having a lip forming one
side of the lower groove, and the upper end of
the web also terminating in an offset downwardly
projecting flange which cooperates with the web
to grip a card therebetween.

2. An index strip holder comprising a unit
composed of a rectangular web, an inclined face
portion extending from its upper end and termi-

v nating in a brace member extending to the web

and secured thereto, there being opposing card
receiving grooves at the upper and lower ends of
the face portion and a flange offset laterally be-
hind said web and joined thereto at its upper end,
and forming with said web a slot to receive a
card therein, the adjacent face of the flange con-
verging toward the web whereby to grip the upper
edge portion of the card.

3. An index strip holder comprising a unit
composed of a rectangular web having a rib ad-
jacent its Iower edge, an inclined face portion
kextending down on one side of the web from the
upper end thereof and having hollow strip
holding beads at its top and bottom cooperating

5 with the face portion to hold edges of an index



3,480,686

5

strip therebetween, the lower end of the.face
portion terminating in a brace extending to said
rib on the web and adapted to be positioned on
either side of said rib, and an offset flange pro-
jecting down from the upper end of the web on
the side thereof opposite to the face portion, said
flange cooperating with the web to grip a card
therebetween.

4. An insert strip holder for guide cards com-
prising a web having a rearwardly and down-
wardly projecting flange, the downwardly extend-
ing portion being spaced a distance from the web
to permit the insertion of the upper edge of the
card and closely fit the same, the web provided
with a forwardly and downwardly extending out-
wardly curved face portion having at its lower
edge an inwardly and downwardly projecting
brace of a length to extend from the face portion
to the web, said web having a rib at its front
side at the juncture of the web and projecting
brace, the web and face portion at their juncture
and face portion and brace at their juncture
being thickened and rounded to substantially
provide hollow beads thereat, a bead provided
on the web adjacent the top at the inner side
and a lip on the brace part adjacent the face
portion for engagirig and retaining a strip insert
in the holder substantially in contact with inner
side of the face portion.

5. A device of the kind described and in com-
bination a guide or divider card provided with a
tab at its upper edge, an insert strip holder for
the card comprising a web mounted on the tab
and secured thereto having a rearwardly and
downwardly projecting flange, the downwardly
extending portion being spaced a distance from
the web to permit the insertion of the upper edge
of the card and closely fit and grip the tab, the
said web provided with a forwardly and down-
wardly extending outwardly curved face portion
having at its lower edge an inwardly projecting
brace part of a length to engage the front face
to the web, said web having a rib at its front side
at the juncture of the web and projecting brace,
the web and face portion at their juncture and
face po lon and brace portion at their juncture
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belng rounded to substantially provide hollow
beads thereat, a bead provided on the web adja~
cent the top at the inner side thereof and s lip
on the brace interiorly the holder adjacent the
face portion for engaging and retaining an insert
strip in the holder substantially adjacent the
inner side of the face portion.

6. An index strip holder for cards provided
with a tab at the top edge comprising a unit com-
posed of a rectangular web having an inclined
face portion extending from the upper end there-
of, the holder having opposing grooves along the
upper and lower edges of the face portion for re-
celving the longitudinal edges of an index strip,
sald web having a downwardly projecting flange
at the rear face of greater horizontal length than
the length of the card tab to provide forwardly
extending flanges to engage the tab at the ends
thereof.

7. An index strip holder comprising g unit com-
posed of a rectangular web having an inclined -
face portion extending from its upper end and
terminating in a brace member extending to the
web and secured thereto, the upper end of the
web having a downwardly projecting flange
spaced from the web to receive a card therebe-
tween, the card provided with an upstanding tab,
sald projecting flange extending horizontally be-
yond the ends of the tab and erimped into posi-
tive engagement with the tab.

GEORGE J. AIGNER.
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