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(57) Abstract: Provided is a poly-3-hydroxyalkanoate which, when heat-melted, exhibits reduced discoloration even when other
components of biological origin have not completely been removed therefrom. Also provided is a process for production of same.
The discoloration of a poly-3-hydroxyalkanate during heat -melting can be prominently reduced by drying the poly-3 —hydrox-
yalkanoate under acidic conditions of pH of 3.2 or above. The poly-3-hydroxyalkanoate thus obtained exhibits a YI of 25 or be-
low as determined by subjecting 2g of the poly-3 -hydroxyalkanoate to melting at 170°C for 40 minutes and then curing at 60°C
for 60 minutes.
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