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[57] ABSTRACT

Watchband calendar members are defined by a cut pat-
tern on a single flexible metal sheet in such a-manner. .
that they may be successively removed from the sheet
and used. The sheet includes holding tabs arranged to ~
slidably receive a business card which overlies the cal-

.-endar members and helps support them in the plane of

the sheet prior to removal.

1 Claim, 4 Drawing Figures
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1
WATCHBAND CALENDAR AND BUSINESS CARD
HOLDER

This invention relates generally to watchband calen-
dars and more particularly to a novel holder manufac-
tured at the same time as the calendar members and de-
signed to receive a business card for convenience of a
person carrying the watchband calendars.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The most common types of watchband calendars
take the form of thin rectangular sheets of metal having
laterally extending tabs arranged to be manually bent
under the longitudinal edges of a watchband to hold the
sheet on the watchband surface. The exposed side of
the sheet may have one or more monthly calendars im-
printed thereon so that a user can readily refer to the
calendar on his watchband to determine a date. Since
the individual sheets or members upon which the calen-
dar is imprinted are relatively small, thin and flexible,
it is awkward for a person to carry a supply on his per-
son. Various types of watchbnad calendar holders or
dispensing cases have been proposed adapted to hold
a supply of twelve calendars to make up a year. How-
ever, even these devices constitute an extra accessory
which a person may carry.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PRESENT
INVENTION

The present invention contemplates an improved
watchband calendar arrnagement wherein a full years
supply of calendars are made available in an extremely
compact configuration which also serves the function
of holding a person’s business card all to the end that
an overall package not substantially larger than the
business card itself is provided. This overall package or
holder may be carried with a person’s business cards in
his wallet or in a conventional business card holder.

In accord with the invention, the hoider comprises a
single thin flexible metal sheet of rectangular shape
having a cut pattern formed therein defining the outline
of at least one watchband calendar member of smaller
rectangular shape having laterally extending tabs. The
outline is closed except for one portion constituting an
integral connection to the metal sheet so that the mem-
ber can be bent out of the plane of the sheet and the
one portion broken to enable easy removal of the mem-
ber for securement to a watchband.

The member itself has at least one and preferably
four calendars on one of its surfaces so that it will serve
for a period of four months. Preferably the sheet itself
includes cut-out patterns defining two additional
watchband calendar members each of which contains
four months so that a complete years supply is available
in a single sheet.

The sheet itself includes cut portions defining holdmg
tabs outside of the outline of the members for slidably
receiving a business card in a position eclipsing the
members and also helping to support the members in
the plane of the sheet prior to removal. The geometry
of the cut patterns defining the three calendar members
is such that maximum usage is made of the metallic
sheet so that a compact configuration results which is
of substantially the same size as the person’s business
card.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
A better understanding of the invention will be had
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by now referring to a preferred embodiment thereof as
illustrated in the accompanying drawings in which:
FIG. 1 is an elevational view of the watchband calen-
dar and business card holder of the present invention
illustrating a business card preparatory to being re-
ceived in the holder;
FIG. 2 is a cross-section of the holder itself taken in

the direction of the arrow 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is an exploded view of the holder showing one
of the calendar members removed preparatory to bemg :
affixed to a watchband; and,

FIG. 4 illustrates the removed calendar of FIG. 3.in
position on a watchband.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring first to FIG. 1 the invention comprises a
single thin flexible metal sheet 10 of rectangular shape
having a cut pattern formed therein defining the outline
of at least one and preferably three watchband calen-
dar members. The three cuts are illustrated at 11, 12
and 13 to define the calendar members indicated at
11’, 12' and 13’ respectively. The outline for each
member is closed except for one portion constituting
an integral connection to the metal sheet 10 so that the
member can be bent out of the plane of the sheet and
the portion broken to enable easy removal of the mem-
ber. The integral connections are indicated at 14, 15
and 16 adjacent to longitudinal edges of the sheet 10.

The sheet 10-also includes cut portions defining hoid-
ing tabs 17, 18 and 19 also adjacent to the longitudinal
edges of the sheet for slidably receiving a business card -
such as indicated at 20. When the card 20 is received
within the holding tabs 17, 18 and 19 it will substan-
tially eclipse the member, the dotted position 20’ indi-
cating the final positioning of the card. In addition, the
card will help hold the members in the plane of the
sheet 10.

FIG. 2 illustrates clearly the holding tabs 17 and 19
formed by the cut portion in the sheet.

This sectional view is taken down the center of the
calendar member 12’ and thus the small integral con-
nection to the sheet appears integral as shown at 15. A
portion of the cut pattern 12 is shown at the upper end
of the member 12’.

FIG. 3 illustrates the sheet holder 10 w1th the first
calendar member 11’ removed therefrom. The small
integral connection. 14 is shown broken, this being ac-
complished by the user simply bending the member out
of the plane of the sheet 10.

Each of the calendar members themselves are identi-
cal and thus a detailed description of one will suffice
for all. Thus with particular reference to the member
11, this structure includes a rectangular portion 21 of
smaller dimensions than the rectangular sheet 10. As
shown, the top surface of this member includes a four
month calendar consisting of four individual one month
calendars 22. The member includes laterally extending
tabs 23, 24, 25 along one longitudinal side and 26, 27
and 28 along the opposite longitudinal side.

FIG. 4 illustrates how these tabs may be bent manu-
ally about the longitudinal edges of a watchband 29 to
secure the member in place on the band to expose the
four calendars.

In FIG. 3, the business.card 20 is shown partially in-
serted into the holder 10 wherein it will be noted it has
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eclipsed completely the third member 13’ while a por-
tion only of the member 12’ is exposed.

With reference once again to FIG. 1, it will be noted
that the rectangular shape of the three members 11’,
12’ and 13’ are oriented with their long dimensions at
right angles to the long dimension of the rectangular
sheet 10, these members being disposed in side by side
relation, the center member 12’ being staggered rela-
tive to the outside members 11’ and 13’ such that the
laterally extending tabs of the center member are inter-
leaved with the adjacent laterally extending tabs of the
outside members. The cut portions defining the holding
tabs 17, 18 and 19, in turn, are adjacent the ends of the
- three members that are positioned furthest from the
marginal longitudinal edges of the sheet. By this ar-
rangement, optimum use of the area of the sheet is real-
ized in defining the outlines of the members and the
card holding tabs so that minimum overall dimensions
prevail.

OPERATION

In operation, it is a very simple manufacturing opera-
tion to form entire year calendars by a single die defin-
ing the cut patterns described in conjunction with FIG.
1. This die by means of a single stamping operation can
thus form very rapidly large numbers of the sheets 10
each sheet including the three watchband calendar
members. Since there are four monthly calendars im-
printed on each member, each sheet will hold an entire
years supply.

A user can very readily slightly bend the holding tabs
17, 18 and 19 sufficiently to slidably receive his busi-
ness card such as indicated at 20 in FIG. 1. As stated,
this card will serve to hold the calendars substantially
in the plane of the sheet 10. Further, since the overall
rectangular dimensions of the sheet 10 itself are not ap-
preciably greater than that of the card 20, the assembly
can readily be carried in the conventional business card
case or simply in a person’s pocket used to carry busi-
ness cards.

The user will normally detach the first member such
as 11’ as described in conjunction with FIG. 3 and se-
cure the same to his watchband by bending the tabs.
After four months have passed, the user can easily slide
out his card and remove the next calendar member
containing the next four months of the year and substi-
tute that on his watchband for the one used up. The
process is repeated for the last four months so that the
holder is usable for an entire year.
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By making the base portions of the tabs thinner such
as indicated at “¢” in FIG. 3, the bending of the tabs
about the watchband is facilitated, the bend itself oc-
curring at the point of connection of the tab to the
member. Further, it is preferable to position the mem-
bers such as 12’ slightly out of the plane of the sheet 10
without breaking the connection 15 as shown in FIG.
2 so that complete removal is also facilitated. Insertion
of the card will tend to bias the member into the plane
of the sheet so that a compact configuration results.

From the foregoing description, it will be evident that
the present invention has thus provided a very inexpen-
sive simple, and useful watchband calendar and busi-
ness card holder wherein various advantages are
readily apparent over proposed prior systems for con-
veniently carrying watchband calendars.

What is claimed is: W

1. A watchband calendar and business card holder |
comprising: a single thin flexible metal sheet of rectan-
gular shape having three cut patterns formed therein,
each pattern defining the outline of a watchband calen-
dar member of smaller rectangular shape having later-
ally extending tabs, said outline being continuous ex-
cept for one portion constituting an integral connection
to said metal sheet so that the members can be bent out
of the plane of the sheet and the integral connections
broken to enable successive easy removal of the mem-

bers for securement to a watchband, each of the mem- B

bers having four monthly calendars impressed on one
of its surfaces thereby comprising a calendar year, the
long rectangular dimensions of all of the members
being oriented at right angles to the long dimension of
said rectangular sheet and being disposed in side by
side relationship, the center member being staggered
relative to the outside members such that the laterally
extending tabs of the center member are interleaved
with the adjacent laterally extending tabs of the outside
members, said sheet including cut portions defining
three holding tabs adjacent those ends of the three
members that are positioned furthest from the marginal
longitudinal edges of said sheet respectively, said cut
portions defining holding tabs outside of the outline of
said members for slidably receiving a business card in
a position to lie against the members to help support
them in the plane of said sheet prior to removal,
whereby optimum use of the area of said sheet is real-
ized in defining the outlines of the members ‘and the
card holding tabs.
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