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This invention relates to an improved de-

g vice for the sorting and initial laying on one
side of letters and similar papers received
on the course of business and more particu-
larly to a device which consists of several
superimposed containers the rear ends of

1¢ which are connected together by hinged joints
whilst the longer sides of the containers are
connected by toggle links comprising a two
legged lever pivoted to an intermediate con-
tainer, by means of which toggle links the

1; containers may he lifted apart from one
another.

The object of the invention consists in pro-
viding a handle fixed to a member of the tog-
gle links by means of which handle the said

g¢ member can be turned around its pivot,
whereby the toggle links will be caused to
align, so that the containers may be opened
by means of one hand and the letters or papers
may be arranged, or papers may be ab-

25 stracted from any of the containers by means
of the other hand,

In the drawings :—

Figure 1 is a s1de elevation of a device con-
sisting of three containers connected at their

go rear ends by hinged joints and provided at
the side with toggle links, so that the con-
tainers will become opened like a fan on
straightening the toggle links by means of a
handle fixed to the lowest member of the
35 toggle links.

Figure 2 shows the same device, the con-
tainers being represented in their separated
position and with the straightened toggle
Iinks and the handle pressed downwards.

4¢ Tigure 8 is 2 view when closed, and Figure
4 when opened of a similar device, in which
the handle consists of an extension of the
two legged lever pivoted to the container
next above the base container.
45 The device shown in Figures 1 and 2 con-
sists of the base container 1 on which rest
two superimposed containers 2, 2 of the same
size. The three containers are hinged to-
gether at their rear walls and are connected
together on one of the longer sides by means

on

of links 29, 30 and 81 adjacent the forward
end. The link 30 pivotally mounted on the
middle container has two legs one of which
is pivotally connected with the link 29 piv-
otally mounted on the bottom container by
the pin 4 and the other with the link 81
mounted on the top container. The two
legged link 80 thus forms a toggle lever with
each of the two members 29 and 31.

A lever 22 is rigidly connected to the link
29 at an appropriate angle. By pressing
downwards this lever 22 by means of the hand
the link 29 will be turned around its pivot 4,
whereby the two toggle links are straightened
and the three containers opened as represent-
ed in Figure 2.

In the medification shown in Figures 8 and
4, the lever used as a handle to straighten the
toggle links is formed by an oblique exten-
sion 82 of the upper end of the two legged
lever 30 mounted on the middle container.
By lifting up the handle the two legged
lever is caused to turn around its pivot and
thereby to align the toggle links and thus to
Lift the containers apart from one another.

I declare that what T claim is:

1. In a device for separating and sorting
letters and other papers, the combination with
a plurality of containers provided with a
hinge connection between their rear ends and
connected at the side by toggle levers com-
prising a two legged lever pivoted to the con-
tainer next above the base container of an
arm rigidly connected to 2 member of the said
toggle levers at an angle such as will allow
by means of the said arm to turn the said
member of the toggle levers around its pivot,
thereby to align the toggle levers and thus
to 1ift the containers apart from one another.

2. In a device for separating and sorting
lefters and other papers, the combination
with a plurality of containers provided with
a hinge connection between their rear ends
and connected at the side by toggle levers
comprising a two legged lever pivoted to the
container next above the base container, of
an arm fixed to the lowest member of the
said toggle levers in a direction nearly paral-
lel to the said two legged lever and adapted
by pressing downwards the arm to turn the
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said lowest member around its pivot, thereby
to align-the toggle levers and thus to lift the
contalners apart from one another.

8. In a device for separating and sorting
letters and other papers, the combination with
a plurality of containers provided with a
hinge connection between their rear ends and
connected at the side by toggle levers com-
prising 2 two legged lever pivoted to the con-
tainer next above the base container, of an
extension of the upper end of the said two
legged lever, the position of said extension be-
ing such as not to overtop the upper edge of
the uppermost container and adapted by lift-
ing upwards the extension to turn the said
two legged lever around its pivot, thereby to
align the toggle levers and thus to lift the
containers apart from one another.

In testimony whereof, I have signed my
name to this specification at Stuttgart this
1st day of April 1926. '

CUNO MARZ.



