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cordance with the invention comprises a life-like replica
10 of a mouse, the mouse being confined within a cage 11.
The replica 10 is formed of a flexible body 12 so shaped
as to provide a realistic representation of the mouse.
Attached to the rear of body 12 is a tail-like member 32.
Although the replica can be made of various materials
suitable for this purpose, preferred results are realized

iby the use of genuine fur skin, so processed as to afford
gin its final aspects all the physical characteristics of a
:live mouse in full scale. It is to be understood, however,
that the invention is not limited to representations of a
mouse, the invention being equally successful with any
type of animal replica, such as a rabbit or squirrel, etc.

While the replica outwardly presents the appearance

The present invention relates generally to toys or
amusement devices and more particularly to a new and
improved toy adapted for manipulation by an operator

of a mouse, the inside of body 12 is completely hollow.
The base 13 of the body adjacent the haunches thereof
has an elongated opening 14 formed therein to admit the
index finger of either hand of the operator. Surround
ing opening 14 in base 13 is a peripheral flange 15 in
-tegral with the base.
Cage 11 is constituted by a rectangular base board 16,
a removable rectangular ceiling board 17, and spaced ver

so as to simulate the natural movements of alive animal.

The principal object of the invention is to provide in
wery simple form a replica of a living creature which
may be readily manipulated by a person of limited skill
-to imitate realistically the natural movements of said
-creature.
Another object of the invention is to provide a replica
of a living creature confined in a cage or similar box
like structure whereby the creature may be manipulated
within the cage, seemingly without any connection be
itween the operator and the creature.
Still another object of the invention is to provide a
imaneuverable and life-like representation of an animal,
whereby movement of the animal may be easily and in
: conspicuously effected by manipulation of a rod extend
ing into the body of the animal and protruding therebelow.
A more specific object of the invention is to provide a
flexible mouse-like replica of natural appearance fabri
cated of fur skin, the replica being hollow and including
a small opening in the bottom thereof, whereby the crea
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tical bars 18 connected to the base. Provided in base
25

30

board 16 is an elongated opening 19 whose dimensions

substantially correspond to that of the flange of the
replica. The flange is received within the opening 14
and is cemented or otherwise secured to the wall of the
opening, thereby attaching the replica to the base board.
As the replica is secured to the base board 16 only at
ithe point of the opening therein, the forepart of the body

may be manipulated to emulate movement of the animal

represented.
In order to operate the toy, as shown in Fig. 2, the
index finger 20 of either hand is inserted through opening
35 E9 into the body of the replica, the finger fitting some
what loosely within the replica. By flexing the finger
or by a variety of other finger motions, the mouse-like
ture may be cleverly manipulated by an index finger
replica may be caused to raise its head, to move its body

inserted therein.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a

40

stoy of the above-described type of simple and sturdy
design which may be manufactured inexpensively and

sold at areasonable cost.
For further comprehension of the invention, and of
the objects and advantages thereof, reference will be
had to the following description and accompanying draw
ing, and to the appended claims in which the various
novel features of the invention are more particularly set
forth.
In the drawing, wherein the figures constitute a mate
rial part of the disclosure:
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a caged replica of a
mouse in accordance with the invention;
Fig. 2 is a sectional view of said replica showing the
manner by which the creature may be made to simulate
movement;
Fig. 3 is a view of the bottom of the cage for the
replica;
Fig. 4 is a bottom view of the replica, per se;
Fig. 5 is a sectional view of a modified form of a
mouselike replica provided with means to manipulate

same;

Fig. 6 is an inverted perspective view showing the cage
of the modification illustrated in Fig. 5 in a partially
pulled out position from the packaging container;
Fig. 7 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view showing
a modified form of the invention; and

Fig. 8 is a bottom plan view of Fig. 7, shown partially
in section.

Referring now to the drawing and more particularly
to Figs. 1 to 4, a preferred embodiment of a toy in ac

sidewise and to go through a range of movements which,
pear strikingly life-like and realistic.
As shown in Fig. 1, the cage 11 is best held in the
palm of the hand, and gripped with the thumb against

as the operator develops skill in manipulation, will ap

the
edge of the base plate and-the index finger inserted
through the opening in the base plate to manipulate the
50

mouse. In this way, the hand of the operator appears
deceptively to serve only for the purpose of supporting
the cage, and an observer will usually fail to perceive
that the operator is also responsible for the movement
of the mouse. Thus even where the mouse is recognized
as being merely a replica, its movement will provide
mystification and amusement.

While I have shown the replica as imprisoned within
a cage, it is to be understood that the replica may, if
55 desired, be held directly in the hand, in which event one
may dispense with the flange on the bottom wall.
in the event the toy is to be manipulated by one lacking
digital dexterity or by a child whose finger length is inade
quate for this purpose, in accordance with another feature
60 of the invention as shown in Figs. 5 and 6 wherein parts
corresponding to Figs. 1 to 4 are given like numerals with
a prime added, in lieu of the index finger there is provided
a rod 21, preferably circular, which is inserted diagonally
through the opening, the inner end of the rod coming in
contact with the head of the mouse, approximately below
the ears thereon. The rod is of such length as to project
below the bottom opening at the base of the cage, the por
tion thereof within the replica body serving as a sort of
70 spinal column, the exterior portion acting as a lever oper
ating against the fulcrum provided by the wall of the open
ing. To facilitate manipulation of the rod by the tip of
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the finger, the full end thereof is provided with a cup-like communicating therein, a cage imprisoning said replica
and having a base plate provided with an opening, a means
flange 22.
attaching said replica to said base plate with the openings
For the purpose of filling out the haunches of the ani
mal and thereby imparting the desired form thereto, the

hind portion of the body is filled with resilient material 23
such as foam rubber or a material having similar resilient
properties. Thus when the replica is prodded by the rod
to assume a new position, the resilient material then tends
to restore the body to its initial rest position. It will be
appreciated, therefore, that by this expedient the slightest
pressure of a finger on the projecting end of the rod will
be transmitted to the replica imprisoned within the cage.
By rotating and shifting the angular position of the rod, a
great variety of movements can be transmitted to the
replica, and as this skill is developed by the operator with
increasing experience, the illusion of natural and excited
movement of the mouse may be very effectively produced.
In this instance, the cage may be held in the palm of the
hand and gripped between the thumb and the finger re
mote therefrom, while the tip of the index finger is applied
to the end of the rod to manipulate the mouse.
In Fig. 6 the cage 11' is shown partly projected from a
packaging container or wrapper 26. This container is
open at one end 27 and is formed with an inwardly ex
tending centrally located slot 28 which will permit the
operating rod 2i to pass through the slot and to permit
the cage 1' to be slid into the package container 26,
In Figs. 7 and 8 the rod 21a is shown to be anchored in
position by a suitable rubber band or the like 29 which is
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therein in registration, a rod extending through said open
ings into said body for manipulation thereof, and foam
rubber filling said replica, the free end of said rod having
a cup shaped flange thereon, said rod being held in opera
tive position by a rubber band, said rubber band being
secured to the said cage and wound around the said rod
for resiliently manipulating the latter.
2. An amusement device comprising a replica having a

shape and an outer surface simulating the natural appear
ance of a mouse, said replica having a hollow body of fur
skin and being provided with an elongated bottom opening
communicating therein, a cage imprisoning said replica

and having a base plate provided with an opening, a means
attaching said replica to said base plate with the openings
therein in registration, a rod extending through said open
ings into said body for manipulation thereof, and foam
20 rubber filling said replica, the free end of said rod having
a cup shaped flange thereon, said rod being held in opera
tive position by a rubber band, said rubber band being
secured to the said cage and wound around the said rod
for resiliently manipulating the latter, the cage including
25 the simulated mouse is adapted to be slid into a package
container, a slot in said package container is adapted to
accommodate the said extension rod used for manipulat
ing the said mouse replica.
3. An amusement device comprising a replica having
wound around the rod 21a at 30 and is secured to the walls 30 a shape and an outer surface simulating an animal, said
replica having a hollow body, a cage imprisoning said
of the cage 118 at 31.
In other respects this form of the invention is similar replica and having an opening, a rod extending through
to the previous forms and the similar parts may be recog said opening and into said hollow body, said rod having a
nized with corresponding numerals and with a prime cup shaped flange thereon, resilient means secured to said
35 cage and to said rod for resilient manipulation, means
added.
While I have illustrated and described the preferred securing said animal in said cage, and a packaging con
embodiment of my invention, it is to be understood that tainer slidably held on said cage, said container having a

centrally located slot to receive said rod.
I do not limit myself to the precise construction herein dis
closed and the right is reserved to all changes and modifi
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ance of a mouse, said replica having a hollow body of fur

skin and being provided with an elongated bottom opening

