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To all, whom, it inctly concern: 
Be it known that I, FRANKA. STECHER, of 

Rochester, in the county of Monroe and State 
of New York, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Paper Boxes; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the same, ref 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part of this specification, and 
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to the reference-numerals marked thereon. 
My present invention has for its object to 

provide an improved box or receptacle, of pa 
per, cardboard, or similar material, formed 
from a single blank and capable of being 
shipped flat or in knockdown form and read 
ily set up for use, the various parts so inter 
locking and coöperating that no paste or glue 
is required to maintain the box in shape and 
the entire contents or a portion thereof may 
be readily removed when desired. 
To these and other ends the invention con 

sists in certain improvements hereinafter 
fully described, the novel features being 
pointed out particularly in the claims at the 
end of this specification. 
Inasmuch as a box possessing the charac 

teristics of mine is particularly adapted for 
containing small Wares-such, for instance, 
as cigarettes, lozenges, playing-cards, &c.- 
I have shown in the drawings a box of the 
form usually employed for articles of this de 
scription; but it will be understood that the 
specific form or size of the box is not of the 
essence of the invention, and this might be 
greatly modified. : 

In the drawings, Figure I is a plan view of 
a blank for a box embodying my invention; 
Fig. 2, a perspective view of the box with the 
lid or cover open; Fig. 3, a similar view with 
the cover closed; Fig. 4, a sectional view on 
the line acac of Fig. 3. 

Similar reference-numerals in the Several 
figures indicate similar parts. 
The blank shown in Fig. 1 is formed from 

a single sheet of cardboard, paper, or similar 
material and is suitably scored, creased, or 
otherwise rendered flexible and capable of be 
ingfolded on the dotted lines a, so as to form the 
central panel 1, constituting the back of the 
box, and the side panels 2, each of the latter 
having the flaps 3 at the sides of substantially 
half the width of the backpanel 1. The lower 

ends of the side panels 2 are preferably pro 
vided with the flaps 3, serving to stiffen the 
bottom of the box somewhat when set up, and 
at the upper ends are preferably provided 
closing-flaps 3, which protect the upper por 
tion of the contents of the box. At the lower 
end of the panel 1 is the bottom panel 4, and 
connected to this the front panel 5, having at 
its free end the hooked locking ears or tongues 
6, adapted to enter the locking-slits 7, formed 
in the upper ends of the flaps 3 when the box 
is set up. At the upper end of the back panel 
is provided the top or cover 8, having the tuck 
end 9. 
The boxes are formed or set up by bending 

the side panels 2 of the blank up at right 
angles to the back panel and bending the 
flaps 3 over parallel with the panel 1. Then 
the flaps 3 are turned in and the front panel 
5 is bent over the sides 2, and its locking 
tongues 6 are entered in the slots 7 at the 
upper ends thereof, thus securely fastening 
the parts together and enabling the operator 
to fill the box and close it by turning inward 
the flaps 3 and closing down the lid or cover, 
passing the narrowed end of the tucking-flap 
between the front panel 5 and the flaps 3. 

It will be noted that the hook connection 6 
between the front panel 5 and the flaps 3 is 
such that any tendency to separate the sides 
of the box will cause the parts to become 
more firmly locked, so that there is no dan 
ger of the parts being disengaged while it is 
being filled. 

It is desirable, though not essential, that the 
inner proximate edges of the front flaps 3 be 
arranged to a but when the box is set up, as 
shown in Fig. 4, as this has a tendency to 
maintain the box in rectangular form and in 
a measure prevents its collapsing when part 
of its contents have been removed. As the 
tucking-flap of the lid or cover is inserted 
between the front panel 5 and the flaps 3 it 
will not come in contact with the contents of 
the box, and this renders the receptacle par 
ticularly useful for holding tacks, lozenges, 
or other small materials which would other 
wise interfere with the insertion of a tucking 
flap. 
The particular form of the interlocking 

tongues or hooks 6 and the slits or recesses 7 
with which they coöperate could be changed 
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or modified as long as the construction is such 
as to prevent the separation of the sides of 
the box and to draw the front and bottom 
panels vertically when the sides are pressed 
outward, as by the contents of the box, thereby 
insuring a complete locking and the formation 
of a close package. This vertical movement 
of the front and bottom panels is insured in 
the present construction by making the inner 
engaging Surfaces of the hooks 7 inclined in 
Wardly and upwardly, as shown in dotted lines 
in Fig. 2. 

I claim as my invention 
1. In a folding box, the combination with the 

side panels, the flaps thereon folding at right 
angles to the panels and having the horizon 
tal slits, of the panel extending over the flaps 
provided with the inwardly and upwardly in 
clined tongues or projections at the sides co 
Operating with the slits in the flaps, substan 
tially as described. 

2. In a folding box, the combination with the 
back panel, the cover having the tucking-flap, 
the side panels and the flaps on the latter ex 
tending over the back panel, of the bottom 
panel flexibly connected to the back panel, 
the front panel flexibly connected thereto ex 
tending over the flaps on the sides, the inter 

locking tongues and recesses between the 
sides of the upper end of said front panel and 
the upper ends of the side flaps for prevent 
ing lateral separation of the latter and leav 
ing a space between front of the side flaps and 
the front panel for the reception of the tuck 
ing-flap on the cover. 

3. The herein-described blank for a folding 
box, consisting of a single sheet of material 
cut and creased to form the central panel 1, 
side panels 2, flaps 3, panels 4 and 5, and in 
terlocking projections and recesses substan 
tially as described formed on the panel 5 and 
the flaps 3, and the cover 8 on the panel 1 pro 
vided with tucking-flap 9, adapted to extend 
between the panels 3 and 5 when the box is 
Set up. 

4. The herein-described blank for a folding 
box cut and creased to form the central panel 
1, side panels 2 having the flaps 3 provided 
With slits 7, and the flaps 3 and 3, the panels 
4 and 5, the latter having the locking projec 
tions 6, and the cover 8 having the tucking 
flap 9. 

FRANK. A. STECHER. 
Witnesses: y 

HENRY W. EIALL, 
G. WILLARD RICH. 
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