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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Kowarn J. MippLeron,
a citizen of the United States of America,
and a resident of Manchester, in the State
of Towa, have invented a new and useful Im-
provement in Label-ITolders, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates primarily to label
holders for attachment to the pouch and sack
racks of railway postal cars, but is applica-
ble to label holders for more or less analo-
gous uses in general.

The invention consists in certain novel
combinations of parts, and in an improved
label holder embodying the same or any of
such combinations, as hereinafter more par-
ticularly deseribed and claimed.

On railway postal cars the pouch and sack
racks must be labeled, and the labels for use
in one run or trip must, according to the
rules of the Post Office Depariment, be re-
placed by others for the return trip. Owing
to the difficulty of hurriedly changing the
labels on label holders now 1in use, they are
sometimes worked “blind” or without the
required labels during the return trip, which
is not only contrary to rule, but leads some-
times to serious mistakes in the distribution
of postal matter.

The leading object of the present inven-
tion is to adapt a label holder of simple con-
struction to carry four labels suitable for
use in two alternate pairs appropriate to
successive runs of a railway postal car or
the like, and adapted to be quickly and ac-
curately changed at the end of each run.

Other objects will be set forth in the gen-
eral description which follows:

A sheet of drawings accompanies this
specification as part thereof,

Figure 1 is a face view of the three prin-
cipal parts of the improved label holder,
separated but arranged in edgewise juxta-
position to each other; Fig. 2 represents a
horizontal section through the label holder
as attached to a railway-postal-car pouch
and sack rack, and provided with labels for
successive runs; Fig. 8 is.a perspective view
showing the movable part or leaf in two in-
termediate positions by full and dotted lines,
50 as to expose to view the four label faces.

Like reference characters refer to like
parts in all the figures,

The improved label holder is composed of
a long flat-faced main part, a, a movable
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part or leaf, &, and a flat or blade spring, ¢,
of suitable metal, together with a pintle o,
Ifigs. 2 and 3, interacting with hinge mem-
bers 1 and 2 on the main part ¢ and leaf
respectively, and a rivet, e, Fig. 2, by which
the heel end of the spring ¢ 1s fixedly at-
tached to the back of the main part a.

The maim part a is further construcied
with a pair of bosses, 3 and 4, on its back,
to form hook-admitting spaces, 5, 6 and 7,
Fig. 2, between the body of said main part
and the face of the ponch and sack rack rep-
resented at 7 in Fig. 2, and with counter-
sunk screw holes, 8 and 9, Fig. 1, coincident
with said bosses for the accommodation of
screws, ¢ and A, I'ig. 2, which attach said
main part fixedly to the pouch and sack
rack. Also with a ceniral slot, 10, coinci-
dent with said hinge member 1 extending
through the main part from front to back,
and through which the respective faces of
a two-faced eccentric formed by said hinge
member 2 protrudes when the parts are
united, as in Figs. 2 and 8 to interact with
the spring ¢, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, and
thus to cause the leaf to be held flat against
one or the other of the ends of the main
part by the pressure of the spring. An-
other countersunk hole, 11, Fig. 1, in the
main part @, accommodates the spring at-
taching rivet e.

The labels, four in number as shown at
i, 4, & and 7, 1n Figs. 2 and 3, are preferably
of paper or the like pasted to the label-
supporting surfaces, 12,13, 14 and 15, formed
by the respective symmetrical ends of the
face of the main part ¢ and the two sides of
the leaf &, so that those attached to the main
part a cover and conceal the heads of the
attaching screws ¢ and A and rivet ¢ and so
that either of the two pairs, ¢—% and &—j,
into which the labels are divided by the
holder, may be exposed to view at will, so
also that in “changing the labels”, by re-
versing the leaf & at the end of a trip or run,
the change can be made in the quickest pos-
sible manner, and without any possible mis-
take.

The lettering’ of the several labels is, of
course, arbitrary, and appropriate to the
particular use of the label holder.

The label supports of the holder may
provide for attaching the labels in any
known or improved way; the shapes and
proportions ofp the parts will vary in adapt-
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g the label holder for different uses; and
other like modifications will suggest the-
selves to those skilled in the art.

Having thus desceribed sald improvement,
5 I el as my tuvention and desire to patent
under this specification :

I. The combination, in a label holder, of
w tong and flat-faced main part adapted to
be fixedly adtached to an object and con-

10 stroeted with o hinge member at midlength

amd with symmetrical ends forming sup-
ports Tor Gwoe Iabels at its face on the re-
spective sides of said hinge member, 1 mov-
able part or feaf conformed to sald ends of

15 the main part and having a hinge member

at one end wrticulated with that of said main
part and affording supports for two labels
on ity respective sides, and means for hold-
g said leat against said main part on

20 otther side of the hinges.

2. The conbination, in a label holder, of
a long and flat-faced main part constructed
with a hinge member at midlength and
countersunk holes for attaching screws and

25 with attaching surfaces for two labels of

paper or the like on the respective sides of
the springs covering the heads of the attach-
ing screws, a movable part or leaf adapted
to overlic either of said labels on the main

30 part and having a hinge member at one end

arficulated with that of said main part and
affording supports for two labels on its re-
gpective sides, and means for holding said
leaf against said main part on either side of

35 the hinge.

3. The combination, in a label holder, of a
long and flat-faced main part adapted to be
fixedly attached to the pouch and sack rack

of a railway postal car and constructed with
a hinge wember and a coincident slot at
midlengtl and with symmetrieal ends af-
fording supports for two labels on its fuce
on the respective sides of said hinge mem-
ber, a movable part or leaf adapted to over-
lie either of such labels on said main part
and having at one end a Linge member ar-
Ciewdated with that of said main part and a
two-faced eccentrie protruding at the back
of the main part through said slot, and a
Dlade spring attached to the back of said
main part and interacting with said eccen-
tric 1o hold said leat against either end of
sadd main part. .

4. A label holder for the pouch and sack
racks of railway postal cars hnving, in com-
bination, a long and flat-faced main part
coustructed with a hinge member and a co-
incident slot at midlength and with symmet-
rical ends forming supports for alternate
Jubels on its face and with bosges at its back
and countersunk holes coincident with said
bosses for attaching screws, a movable part
or leaf adapted to overlie eithier of such
labels on said main part and having at one
end a hinge member articulated with that
of said main part and a two-faced eccentric
protruding at the back of the main part
through said slot, and a blade spring attached
to the back of said main part and interact-
ing with said eccentric to hold said leaf
against either end of said main part, sub-
stantially as hereinbefore specified. .

EDWARD J. MIDDLETON.
Witnesses:
Gro. A. Nowman,
M. M. Ginurce
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