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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
EDWARD J. MIDDLETON, OF MANCHESTER, IOW.A. 

LABEL-HOLDER. 

942,094. 
Application filed March 8, 1909, 

To all whom it may concern: 
IBc, it known that I, IED WARD J. MIDDLETON, 

a citizen of the United States of America, 
and a resident of Manchester, in the State 
of Iowa, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Label-IIolders, of which the 
following is a specification. 
This invention relates primarily to label 

holders for attachment to the pouch and sack 
racks of railway postal cars, but is applica 
ble to label holders for more or less analo 
gous uses in general. 
The invention consists in certain novel 

combinations of parts, and in an improved 
label holder embodying the same or any of 
such combinations, as hereinafter more par 
ticularly described and claimed. 
On railway postal cars the pouch and sack 

racks must be labeled, and the labels for use 
in one run or trip must according to the 
rules of the Post Office Department, be re 
placed by others for the return trip. Owing 
to the difficulty of hurriedly changing the 
labels on label holders now in use, they are 
sometimes worked “blind’ or without the 
required labels during the return trip, which 
is not only contrary to rule, but leads some 
times to serious mistakes in the distribution 
of postal matter. 
The leading object of the present inven 

tion is to adapt a label holder of simple con 
struction to carry four labels suitable for 
use in two alternate pairs appropriate to 
successive runs, of a railway postal car or 
the like, and adapted to be quickly and ac 
curately changed at the end of each run. 
Other objects will be set forth in the gen 

eral description which follows: 
A sheet of drawings accompanies this 

specification as part thereof. 
Figure 1 is a face view of the three prin 

cipal parts of the improved label holder, 
separated but arranged in edgewise juxta 
position to each other; Fig. 2 represents a 
horizontal section through the label holder 
as attached to a railway-postal-car pouch 
and sack rack, and provided with labels for 
successive runs; Fig. 3 is a perspective view 
showing the moyable part or leaf in two in 
termediate positions by full and dotted lines, 
so as to expose to view the four label faces. 
Like reference characters refer to like 

parts in all the figures, 
The improved label holder is composed of 

a long flat-faced main part, a, a movable 
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part or leaf, h, and a flat ol' blade spring, (, 
of suitable metal, together with a pitle (l, 
IFigs. 2 and 3, intel'acting with hinge mnem 
bers 1 and 2 on the main part ( and leaf l 
respectively, and a rivet, e, Fig. 2, by which 
the heel end of the spring (; is fixedly at 
tached to the back of the main palt a. 
The main part a is further constructed 

with a pair of bosses, 3 and 4, on its lack, 
to form hook-admitting spaces, 5, (3 and 7, 
Fig. 2, between the body of said main part 
and the face of the pouch and sack rack rep 
resented at f in Fig. 2, and with counter 
sunk screw holes, 8 and 9, Fig. 1, coincident 
with said bosses for the accommodation of 
screws, g and h, Fig. 2, which attach said 
main part fixedly to the pouch and sack 
rack. Also with a central slot, 10, coinci 
dent with said hinge member 1 extending 
through the main part from front to back, 
and through which the respective faces of 
a two-faced eccentric formed by said hinge 
member 2 protrudes when the parts are 
united, as in Figs. 2 and 3 to interact with 
the spring c, as clearly shown in Fig. 2, and 
thus to cause the leaf to be held flat against 
one or the other of the ends of the main 
part by the pressure of the spring. An 
other countersunk hole, 11, Fig. 1, in the 
main part a, accommodates the spring at 
taching rivet e. 
The labels, four in number as shown at 

i, j, k and t, in Figs. 2 and 3, are preferably 
of paper or the i. pasted to the label 
supporting surfaces, 12, 13, 14 and 15, formed 
by the respective symmetrical ends of the 
face of the main part a and the two sides of 
the leaf b, so that those attached to the main 
part a cover and conceal the heads of the 
attaching screws g and h and rivet e and so 
that either of the two pairs, i-k and l-i, 
into which the labels are divided by the 
holder, may be exposed to view at will, so 
also that in “changing the labels', by re 
versing the leafb at the end of a trip or run, 
the change can be made in the quickest pos 
sible manner, and without any possible mis 
take. 
The lettering of the several labels is, of 

course, arbitrary, and appropriate to the 
particular use of the label holder. 
The label supports of the holder may 

provide for attaching the labels in any 
known or improved way; the shapes and 
proportions P the parts will vary in adapt 
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ing lic label holder for different uses; and 
otli ('I' like Jodifications will suggest ten 
sev ('s t tose skillet in the art. 

Ila Vig this (lesclified silic in lovel) elut, 
I liii! as Il y IV (1) tic) and desire to pate it 

cle i t is specificatio: 
1. The cilitatio, in a label holder, of 

a long ill'? flat-face inlain part adapted to 
loe fixely uttachel to an olject and con 
strict el with a hilge henner at millength 
all it witl sy111111(etrical ends forming sup 

() is ?o t w y labels at its face on the re 
spective sides of said linge ember, it nov 
alle pill' or leaf col) formed to said ends of 
tle nail part and having a hinge member 
at (ne ent ulticulated with that of said air 
part all all 'cling supports for two labols 
(); its 'ese:tive sicles, aid innea is for hold 
it g said leaf against Said main part on 
either side of the hinges. 

2. The coulbinatioli, in a label holder, of 
a long aid flat-faced main part constructed 
with a hilge inleiber at midlength and 
collutel'sunk luoles fol' attaching screws aid 
with attaching surfaces for two labels of 
papel' or the like on the respective sides of 
the springs covering the heads of the attach 
ing screws, a movable part or leaf adapted 
to overlie either of said labels on the main 
part and having a hinge member at one end 
articulated with that of said main part and 
affording supports for two labels on its re 
spective sides, and means for holding said 
leaf against said main part on either side of 
the hillge. - 

3. The combination, in a label holder, of a 
long and flat-faced main part adapted to be 
fixedly attached to the pouch and sack rack 

of a railway postal car and constructed with 
a hilge illenber and a coincident slot at 
Licleigl alid with synctrical ends af 
fo'cling supports for two labels oil its face 
()) the respective siles of said hinge men 
le', a no Valle art or leaf adapted to over 
lie (litici' ()f such labels ()) said main part 
and having at one cut a linge member a 1'- 
ticulated with that of said mail part and a 
two-faced ecce) tric protruding at the back 
of the 111; ii) part through said slot, ald a 
blade spring attacled to the back of said 
Iail) part and interacting with said eccen 
tric () hold said leaf against either end of 
silic naill part. 

4. A label holder for the pouch and sack 
l'acks of railway postal cars having, in colm 
liation, a long and flat-faced main part 
cost 'ucted with a hinge member and a co 
incident slot at millength and with symmet 
rical ends forming supports for alternate 
labels on its face and with bosses at its back 
and countersunk holes coincident. With said 
losses for attaching Screws, a movable part 
or leaf adapted to overlie either of such 
labels on Said main part and having at one 
end a hinge member articulated with that 
of said main part and a two-faced eccentric 
protruding at the back of the main part 
through said slot, and a blade spring attached 
to the back of said main part and interact 
ing with said eccentric to hold said leaf 
against either end of said main part, sub 
stantially as hereinbefore specified. 

EDWARD J. MIDIOLETON. 
Witnesses: 

GEO. A. NEWMAN, 
M. M. GILLICE. 
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