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corporation of Massachusetts 
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6 Claims, 

This invention relates to a foot rail mounted 
in the base or pedestal of a vehicle seat, the rail 
being adjustable in a horizontal direction toward 
the front or toward the rear. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
foot rail for the use of the occupants of the seats 
behind the pedestal which carries the rail, the 
foot rail being simple in Structure and easily ad 
justed to any one of a Series of positions So as to 
accommodate passengers of different sizes. Ac 
cording to the invention, the foot rail is mounted 
on a bracket which can be SWung slightly upward 
to release it for purposes of adjustment. This 
can be done by hooking the toe or heel of the 
user under the lower edge of the foot rail. When 
the rail is thus elevated, it can be pushed forward 
against a spring to any position within its range 
of adjustment or can be moved toward the rear 
by the spring. 

For a more complete understanding of the in 
vention, reference may be had to the description 
thereof which follows and the drawings, of 
which: 

Figure 1 is a side elevation of a conventional 
vehicle seat such as is in common use in railway 
cars and the like, the base of the seat having a 
foot rail mechanism mounted therein embodying 
the invention; 

Figure 2 is a section on the line 2'-2 of Figure 
1; 
Figure 3 is a section on the line 3-3 of Figure 

1; 
Figure 4 is a plan view of the foot rail mech 

anism without the rail itself; 
Figure 5 is a section on the line 5-5 of Figure 

4, including the rail which is not shown in Figure 
4; 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary section, similar to 
Figure 5 but showing the parts in a different po 
sition of adjustment. 

Figure 1 illustrates a conventional railway seat 
generally indicated at 0 having a pedestal 2 in 
which is installed a foot rail mechanism embody 
ing the invention. This may comprise a track 
4 consisting of a channel member having in 
turned flanges 6 along the upper edges thereof, 
as indicated in Figures 2 and 3. Within the track 
is mounted a carriage 20 which may also be in 
the form of a channel member having out-turned 
flanges 22 engaging under the flanges 6 so as to 
retain the carriage within the channel 4. On 
this carriage are mounted four wheels 24 which 
run on the bottom of the track 4 so that the foot 
rail and its bracket travel With little friction. The 
foot rail 30 may consist of an elongated board or 
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other fiat member mounted on a suitable bracket 
32 having a channeled arm 34 extending forward 
to a hub member 36 which is rockably mounted 
on a shaft 38. On the shaft 38 may also be 

5 mounted the forward pair of wheels 24. The arm 
34 is provided with a series of holes 40 in its bot 
tom arranged to fit over a fixed pin 42 which is 
mounted in the bottom of the track f4 near its 
rear end. When the foot rail and its bracket are 

10 swung upward to the position shown in dotted 
lines in Figure 6, the holes in the bracket are 
clear of the pin 42. The foot rail and its bracket 
are then free to travel With the carriage 20 to 
which the bracket is hinged. These members can 

15 be pushed forward until the foot rail is in the 
desired position of adjustment whereupon it is 
allowed to descend by gravity so that the pin 42 
will enter the nearest hole 40. A spring 46 is 
mounted on a telescoping guide consisting of a 

20 tube 48 fixed to a transverse member 50 on the 
wall of the pedestal, and rod 54 fixed to the car 
riage 20 slides Within the tube 48. This spring 
presses the carriage 20 toward the rear to facili 
tate rearward adjustment of the foot rail when 

25 the latter is raised to release its bracket from the 
pin 42. The rear end of the carriage 20 is pref 
erably notched as at 56 so as to avoid interference 
with the pin 42 when the foot rail is moved to its 
rearmost position of adjustment. 

30 Various modifications and changes may be 
made in the particular embodiment of the inven 
tion herein shown and described without depart 
ing from the scope thereof as defined by the foll 
lowing claims. 

35 I claim: 
1. An adjustable foot rail for the pedestals of 

vehicle seats and the like, comprising a horizontal 
track mounted on a pedestal in a front to rear 
direction, a carriage adapted to travel a limited 

40 distance on said track, spring means pressing said 
carriage toward the rear, a bracket hinged to 
said carriage and projecting rearwardly there 
from, Said bracket having a series of holes longi 
tudinally Spaced in the bottom thereof, an up 

45 standing pin mounted on said track near the 
rear end thereof and adapted to enter any of said 
holes to lock the carriage against movement, and 
a foot rail Secured to the rear end of said bracket, 
said bracket being rockable about its hinge axis 

50 to release itself from said pin. 
2. An adjustable foot rail for the pedestals of 

Vehicle seats and the like, comprising a channel 
member with inturned flanges mounted on a ped 
estal and extending from front to rear, a carriage 

55 within said channel members, said carriage com 



2,481,970 
3 

prising a channel member having out-turned 
flanges engaging under said in-turned flanges 
and wheels bearing on the bottom of the first 
said channel members, a bracket hinged at its 
forward end to the forward end of the carriage 
and projecting to the rear of said carriage, said 
bracket having a series of longitudinally Spaced 
holes therein, an upstanding pin fixed on the 
first said channel members and adapted to en 
ter any of said holes to lock said carriage against 
movement, and spring means pressing Said car 
riage toward the rear. 

3. An adjustable foot rail for the pedestals of 
vehicle seats and the like, comprising a substan 
tially horizontal track secured to a pedestal arid 
extending in a front to rear direction, a carriage 
movable on and along the track, a bracket dis 
posed substantially parallel with the track and 
hinged at its forward end to the carrage for piv 
otal movement upwardly about a horizontal axis 
extending transversely of the track, a foot rail 
mounted on the rear end of the bracket, and 
interengaging meanis operatively associated with 
to the bracket and track rearwardly of the hinge 
axis for locking the bracket and carriage against : 
movement along the track when the bracket is in 
its lowermost position but releasing the bracket 
and carriage for such in ovement when the brack 
et is elevated about said axis. 

4. The combination definiéd. in Clairk} 3 plus 
guide means for the carriage including two teles, 
scoping members disposed parallel with the track 
and fixed respectively to the carriage and track. 

5. The combinâtion defined in claim 3 plus 
guide means for the carriage including two tele 
Scoping members disposed parallel with the track 
and fixed respectively to the carriage and track, 
and a compressioni Spring Ón the guide means for 
moving the carriage rearwardly. 
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4. 
6. An adjustable foot rail for the pedestals of 

vehicle seats and the like, comprising a Substan 
tially horizontal track secured to a pedestal and 
extending in a front to rear direction, a carriage 
movable on and along the track, a bracket super 
posed above and paralleling the carriage and 
hinged at its forward end to the carriage for piv 
ota movement upwardly äbout a horizontal axis 
extending transversely of the track, a foot rail 
mounted on the rear end of the bracket, and 
means locking the bracket and carriage against 
movement along the track including a pair of up 
standing lugs one mounted on each of the tracks 
rearwardly of the hinge axis, and walls forming a 
plurality of apertures in the bracket arranged 
în spaced relationship along the bracket to inter 
engage the said lugs when the bracket is in its 
lowermost position but releasing the bracket and 
carriage for Such movement when the bracket is 
elevated about said axis. 
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