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3 ‘Claims.

‘This invention rélateg to slide fasteners and
relates more particularly to the combination with
a slide fastener of a pull tab of special construc-
tion which is arranged to form & support for an
ornament which covers the fastener slide and
which is easily detachable.from the slide so that
one ornament may be replaced with another.

A slide fastener shield of this general charac-
ter is disclosed in my co-pending applications
Serial No. 57,530, filed October 30, 1948, now Pat-
ent No. 2,570,378, October 9, 1951, and Serial No.
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73,400, filed January 28, 15649, and the present ap-~

plication contains a number of specific improve-
ments in the structures of the earlier application.

An important object of the present invention
is to provide a novel supporting means for an
ornament arranged to overlie the fastener slide
and which will retain the slide and ocrnamernt in
any desired position and prevent or at least large-
1y reduce movement in relation to the body of the
wearer.

Another object of the invention is to provide an
improved pull tab for a slide fastener which sup-
ports an ornament and which is arranged to cause
the ornament to flatly engage the body at all
times.

The ornament of the present invention has par-
ticular -application to -slide fasteners on men’s
sport shirts which are usually formed with col-
Jarsnot generally adaptable for receiving an ordi-
nary tie and yet this absence of a tie gives the
shirt a certain untidy or «“undressed” appearance.
The improved ernament of the present invention
not only conceals the slide of the fastener, but
also functions as a decorative element which in-
troduces a new style in men’s apparel. It is
equally effective whether the ornament is dis-
posed in its uppermost position with the front
shirt opening entirely closed, or in a lowered
position with the upper section of the garment in
the open position of less formal attire. )

The decorative element of the present inven-
tion has many uses in addition to its application
to sport shirts for men. It is effective in connec-
tion with any garment openings for men’s as well
as women’s garments wherein -a slide fastener is
‘employed, and always gives the garment a more
finished and neater appearance than is possible
with the usual exposed fastener slide.

Another important object of the invention is
‘to provide means for spacing the pull tab from
the body of the garment, the ornament having
‘g, ‘central recessed-area in its rear surface which
receives the tab in secured relation.  The sec-
+jons -of such rear surface on both sides of this
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central section are the parts which contact the
body of the wearer and this arrangement pre-
vents rotative movement of the ornament on 'a
vertical axis.

The arrangement is such that rotative move-
ment of the ornament on a vertical or on a hori-
zontal axis centrally of the ornament is largely
éliminated. The device of the present invention
is most effective in connection with slide fasteners
of the self-locking variety and the novel pull tab
which may easily replace the usual pull tab also
provides this self-locking effect. The contour of
this pull tab which ‘supports the ornament is
such. that normal washing or dry cleaning opera-
tions are not affected. The ornament is' removed
and replaced with another with ease and facility.

The usugl pull tab is supported from the
fastener slide and closely overlies the latter.
When it is desired to open or close the fastener,
it is raised from its normally vertical position,

-thus unlocking the slide for travel after which the

tab is pushed upwardly or pulled downwardly.

Tn accordance with the present invention, the
tab is of special contour and shortly below its up-
per end, which is its point of attachment with the
slide, it is offset outwardly a fraction of an inch
and its lower section is longer and ig curved to-
wards the body of the wearer. This contour al-
1ows it to be readily attached to the ornament
which is formed with vertically spaced openings
defining a central section behind which the tab is
moved, the surface of the rear wall of the orna-
ment above and below the central section being
recessed inwardly from the latter to permit the
tab to move inwardly as aforesaid. On each side
of this central section the rear wall is bowed
outwardly toward the body so that the tab when
in place lies well within this recessed portion
and the bowed portions contact the body of the
wearer.

This arrangement prevents rotation of the
ornament on o vertical axis and it also prevents
any substantial rotation on a horizontal axis. It

‘also iargely eliminates the metal-to-metal contact

between -the rear metallic or plastic wall of the
ornament and the chain of the slide fastener.
The tab is formed with spaced detents which
engage the upper and lower edges of the central
section and matching means for the tab may
comprise o resilient member within the orna-
ment which presses against the tab. Easy re-
lease is effected by pressing the tab against the
yielding member and slipping the pull tab up and

out.
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The combination of the pull tab of above con-~
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struction and an ornament whose rear face is
recessed as deseribed is such as to move the cen-
ter of gravity of the ornament substantially out-
wardly and to create a rotation of the pull-tab
inwardly toward the body. This allows the
locked relation of the automatic lock or the con-
ventional pin-lock to be maintained under nor-
mal conditions of activity.

In the drawing:

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a slide for a mul-
tiple fastener having a slide with a conventional
“automatic” lock and being provided with the
improved pull tab of the present invention, the
view showing the ornament in broken lines.

Fig. 2 is a section taken on line 2—2 of Fig. 1.

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the rear surface of the
attached ornament. :

Fig, 4 shows the pull tab as apphed to a pin- '

lock type of slide.

The fastener includes the usual chain of fas-
tener elements shown at 18 which are secured
to flexible tapes. The fastener elements are ar-
ranged to be joined by a slide i{ of the self-
locking variety. That is to say, a locking mem-
ber 12 is hinged at 13 on the slide and is formed
with inwardly directed prongs {4 which enters
the interstices between the fastener elements for
the purpose of locking the slide against move-
ment. A spring (not shown) urges the free end
of the locking member to this locked position.
All of the foregoing is conventional and forms
no part of the present invention. The inven-
tion of the present application is also adaptable
for use in connection with a fastener slide of the

“pin-lock” variety as distinguished from the

“automatic” lock just described.

The usual pull tab for raising and lowering
the slide is absent from the present arrange-
ment and in its place there is provided a pull
tab 15 of special construction. 'This tab may be
stamped from sheet metal or may be formed from
plastic or other sheet material. There is formed
on each side of the locking member recesses 1§
which receive inwardly directed prongs {1 formed
integrally with the upper end of the pull tab
which is bifurcated as shown at 18.

Thus, the pull tab may be raised through an
arc with the prongs {7 as the pivot point. When
so raised to a substantially horizontal position
and pulled slightly outwardly the locking prongs
become disengaged. Normally, however, this up-
per section 21 of the pull tab is in the vertical
‘position shown and is generally parallel with the
chains of fasteners.

Continuing downwardly from this upper sec-

tion 2{ the tab has an outwardly extending sec- ¢

tion 22, which may be either curved or straight,
and below this latter section the tab has a rela-
tively long section 23 which is convexly curved
when viewed from the front. )

In the upper part of this section there are
formed two spaced dimples 24 which may be in
the triangular shape shown and which form
shoulders on the rear face of the tab.

The ornament 29 is similar to that shown in
Fig. 1 of my co-pending application Serial No.
73,400 and comprises a back plate 38 having a
continuous flange 21 which receives a similar
flange 32 on the front wall 33 of the ornament.
This front wall may be suitably ornamented or
it may have a decorative fabric covering. 'The
contour of the back plate 38 is of importance.

There is a central section 24 and below this
section a generally rectangular opening 35 is
provided and above the same an elongated open-
‘ing 36 is formed the upper section of which re-
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ceives the locking element 2. Immediately be-
low opening 35 the wall is depressed as shown
at 37 and the upper central section 40 is simi-
larly recessed. By virtue of the curved contour
of the pull tab it is readily inserted through
opening 386, passing to the rear of central sec-
tion 34 and out through lower opening 25. For
the purpose of preventing relative movement be-
tween the tab and the openings, suitable spring
or resilient means may be positioned within the
ornament such as a block of sponge rubber 41.
On each side of the central vertical section of
the back wall defined by 34, 35 and 36, such rear
wall has a higher contour, as shown at 42 than
central section 24, so that when the pull tab is
in place as shown in Fig. 2 the major portion
thereof is disposed inwardly of such raised por-
tions 42. The lower ends of such raised por-
tions are shown at 43 where they merge into the
lower central recessed portion 37. This latter
area is spaced from the body of the wearer as
will be apparent from an examination of Fig. 2
and the chains of the fastener may be disposed
in this area whereas the raised portions adja-
cent these points 43 may contact the body of the
wearer. The shoulders formed by dimples 24 are
spaced apart a distance equal to the height of
section 34.

In use, the pull tab {5 has been attached to
the locking member {2 in the usual fashion. In
some instances, the inwardly directed prongs {7
will go through and through. The tab then
hangs in the manner shown in Fig. 2. To at-
tach the ornament, the lower end of the tab may
be raised slightly and engage upper central sur-
face 48 of the back of the ornament. The orna-
ment is now raised upwardly and the tab passes
through openings 36 and 35 until the shoulders
formed by dimples 24 engage the upper and lower
edges of central section 34. Resilient member
&1 now urges against the tab and it is locked
in place. Moreover, the leck of the fastener
brevents vertical movement downward of the
slide and the ornament. -When used on a shirt,
if the ornament is at the collar portion to serve
as a tie there is a tendency for the lower end
of the slide to move outwardly from the body
which would normally tend to unlock the slide.
In view of the pendulous mounting of the tab,
however, this does not occur,

Release of the ornament is effected by depress-
ing the lower end of the tab sufficiently to clear
the lower shoulder.

It will be noted that one of the functions of
the upper straight section 24 of the pull tab which
lies generally parallel with the outer face of the
slide is to limit inward movement of the pull tab
toward the body by contact of the lower part of
this section with such face. In this position the
lower terminal 42 of the tab is spaced from the
chaing and from the body. o

The ornament shown in Fig. 3 differs from that
shown in Fig. 2 only in that a flat spring 48 is
substituted for the resilient member 4f. The
spring may be spot welded at its lower end to the
inner surface of the back plate.

In Fig. 4 the slide 45 has a ring 46 formmg a
journal bearing for a cross pin 47 at the upper
end of the pull tab 48. The pull tab has a pin
49 directed inwardly at right angles to the gen-
eral plane of the pull tab so when the tab is in
the position of Fig..4 the pin enters the inter-
stices between the fastener elements and loeks. the
slide against movement. The upper section 50 of
the slide is straight and normally lies substan-
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tially parallel with the vertical face of the slide.
It then has an outwardly extending portion 51
which may be straight or curved and its lower
section 52 which extends over substantially two-
thirds its length is convexly curved when viewed
from the front and its lower end in its normal
position is somewhat spaced from the fastener
chain 53. Section 52 also has the spaced shoul-
der 54.

The ornament is secured in the same manner
as earlier described and here again it is not nec-
essary to raise the tab during attachment or
normal use.

While two forms or embodiments of the inven-
tion have been shown and described herein for
illustrative purposes, and the construction and
arrangement incidental to specific applications
thereof have been disclosed and discussed in
detail, it is to be understood that the invention
is limited neither to the mere details or relative
arrangement of parts, nor to its specific embodi-
ments shown herein, but that extensive devia-~
tions from the illustrated forms or embodiments
of the invention may be made without departing
from the principles thereof.

WhatIclaimis:

1. The combination of an ornament for cover-
ing the slide of a slide fastener and a pull tab for
detachably supporting such ornament, the pull
tab having a lower convexly curved section and
an upper, inwardly disposed section whose upper
portion is pivotally carried on such locking means,
said upper portion lying generally parallel with
the face of the slide, the ornament being provided
with a back plate having two vertically spaced
openings and recessed portions above the upper
opening and below the lower opening, the lower
curved section of the tab passing through said
openings and being engaged by the central por-
tion of the back plate between the openings,
spaced shoulders on the tab engaging the verti-
cally spaced edges of said central portion and
spring means carried within the ornament engag-
ing the tab and urging it against said central
section.

2. The combination with a slide fastener having
opposed chains of fasteners, a slide for joining
the fasteners and means for supporting a down-
wardly depending pull tab, of an ornament ar-
ranged to overlie the slide and a pull tab carried
by the slide and arranged for releasable attach-
ment with the crnament, the ornament being pro-
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vided with a back plate having two vertically
spaced openings and recessed portions above the
upper opening and below the lower opening, the
lower section of the tab passing through said
openings and being engaged by the central por-
tion of the back plate between the openings,
spaced shoulders on the tab engaging the verti-
cally spaced edges of said central portion and
yieldable means carried by the ornament for urg-
ing the tab against said central section and to
permit release of the tab, the center of gravity of
the suspended ornament being such as to cause
its lower end to move against the body of the
wearer, the chains of the fastener being arranged
to be disposed in the lower depressed portions,
while the raised portions on either side thereof
rest against the body of the wearer.

3. The combination of an ornament for cover=
ing the slide of a slide fastener and a pull tab
for detachably supporting such ornament, the
pull tab having a lower, convexly curved section,
an upper inwardly disposed section whose upper
portion is pivotally carried on such locking means
and an outwardly extending, intermediate section,
said upper section normally lying generally par-
allel with the face of the slide, the ornament being
provided with a back plate having a plurality of
vertically spaced openings and recessed portions
above the uppermost opening and below the low=-
ermost opening, the lower curved section of the
tab passing through said openings and - being
engaged by the central portion of the back plate
between the openings, spaced shoulders on the
tab engaging the vertically spaced edges of said
central portion and a resilient member carried by
the ornament for engaging the tab for urging the
tab against said central section to prevent move-
ment between the tab on said cenfral section,
such resilient member being depressible to permit
detachment of the tab relative to the ornament.

ALAN G. RINEHART.
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