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(57) Abstract

A lightweight low cost damping assembly having a piston rod (10) on
which a piston (40) is formed such that fastener elements are not needed to
secure the piston onto the piston rod. Preferably, the piston rod is formed by
chrome plating the exterior of a tubular steel rod except at a piston
attachment portion. The piston attachment portion is specially shaped such
that the piston may be formed threon and coupled thereto by the inter-
engaging of the piston with the shape of the piston attachment portion. Most
preferably, the piston attachment portion is in the form of shallow grooves,
knurls (44) or dimples in the exterior of the piston rod and the piston is
injection molded thereon. The material of the piston molds itself into the
shape of the piston attachment portion, thereby resuiting in a secure
coupling between the piston and the piston rod.
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