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(57) Abstract: A composite stent structure includes separate and distinct stent elements or members: an outer stent element and an
1, inner stent element removably attached to the outer stent element. The outer element may be, for example, a bioabsorbable stent
& typically constructed of a relatively non-resilient material such that the outer bioabsorbable stent element may not be self-expanding
& and subject to migration within the lumen over time. In contrast, the inner element may be, for example, a removable SEMS used
to urge and maintain the outer element in position in the body lumen. The temporary inner SEMS may retain the composite struc-
ture (including the underlying inner element) in position until such time as the outer element is appropriately incorporated into the
surrounding tissue or some other criteria occurs such that the removal of the SEMS is indicated. The SEMS may then be detached

from the outer element and removed from the body lumen.
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