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My invention relates to a new and useful light-
ing fixture for elongated tubular lamps and has
for one of its objects to improve devices of this
character whereby several fypes of light shades
or shields may be quickly and conveniently at-
tached to or removed therefrom for changing
combination of colors, replacing old or broken
shades and interchanging shades of various con-
figurations, such as curved, flat and angular.

Another object of the invention is to construct
a light fixture which is easy of operation, strong
and durable although embodying simplicity in
structural detail, and capable of being utilized
as a wall bracket, in either a vertical or hori-
zontal position, and as a ceiling fixture.

A further object of this invention is to provide
a light fixture tc hold a shade or light shield
or g plurality thereof and produce subdued
lighting effects which will also be pleasing in ap-
pearance.

With the above and other objects in view this
invention consists of the details of construction
and combination of elements hereinafter set
forth and then designated by the claim.

In order that those skilled in the art to which
this invention appertains may understand how
to make and use the same I will describe its con-
struction in detail, referring by numerals to the
accompanying drawing forming a part hereof,
in which—

Fig. 1 is & sectional elevation of a fixture con-
structed in accordance with my invention and
iNtustrating one position of the curved type of
shade or light shield as it is being placed in or
removed from the fixture.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged inner face view of one
end member of the fixture.

Fig. 3 is a side view thereof.

Pig. 4 is a section on the line 4—4& of Fig. 2.

Fig. 5 is an inner face view of another end
member.

Fig. 6 is a horizontal sectional view of an end
member illustrating another means for mounting
the inner ring.

Pig. 7 is an inner face view of still another con-
struction.

Fig. 8 is a vertical section thereof with the base
in elevation. |

Fig. 8 is an inner face view of a modified form
of end member.

Fig, 10 is a side view thereof.

Fig. 11 is a section on the line [ i—11 of Fig. 9.

Fig, 12 is an inner face view of an end member
of slightly different configuration.

Fig. 13 is an inner face view of a modification
of the type of end member shown in Fig. 9.

Fig. 14 is a side view thereof.

Pig. 15 is an inner face view of another style
of end member.
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Fig, 16 is a perspective view of a curved shade
or light shield for use with the different types
of end members of the light fixture.

Fig. 17 is a similar view of a flat shade or light
shield for use in a light fixture, either by itself
or with others of like construction or with one or
more of the curved shades:

Fig. 18 is a fragmentary sectional elevation
of the fixture constructed for use in connection
with an incandescent light..

In carrying ouf my invention as herein em-
bodied, reference being first had to Figs. 1 to 4,
inclusive, wherein 20 represents an elongated
box-like body of a light fixture having a small
hollow casing 21 mounted in each end thereof
and supporting the socket 22 of a fiuorescent
light tube 28, it being undersfood that the neces-
sary electric conductors are suitably attached
to the sockets.

At each end of the body is mounted an end
member 24, 24’, Figs. 1-4. When the fixture is
used as a wall bracket, it is mounted in a ver-
tical or upright position and the end member
24 is the bottom one while end member 24’ is
the top one. These end members are alike or
similar with the exception that the end mem-
ber 24 has a flange on which a shade will rest
while end member 24’ is open at the back to per-
mit the shade to be pushed through said end
member 24’ a short distance. Hach end member
comprises a ring 25 of desirable width having a
cut-away portion 26. This ring has a back wall
27 in the end member 24 preferably in the form
of a flange, a portion of which provides a bridge
28 to maintain the ring in its circular configura-
tion, hut in the end member 24’ a portion of said
flange is cut away or an opening is provided
for the passage of the shade.

The ring is fixed to an upright 29 having a foot
30 extending inward at right angles and provided
with an opening 31 whereby the foot 30 may be
slipped over the socket 22 to engage the casing
2i. The opening 31 is slightly wider than the
thickness of the socket 22 so that the foot is
moved inward until it passes over the screw 32
and then- said foot 30 with associated parts is
moved backward or outward until the edges of
the notch 33 in the foot pass under the head of
said screw 32. Upon tightening the screw the
parts will be detachably fastened together.

From the upright 29 extend a number of re-
silient fingers 34, 35 and 36 on the inside of the
ring to form with said ring suitable clamping
means to hold one or more curved shades or
shields, such as shown in Fig. 16 and to be later
fully described, on the inside of the ring.
Mounted on the upright in back of the finger 35
is another resilient finger 37 which coacts with
the outer surface of the ring to form another
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clamping means to removably and temporarily
hold another light shade or shield of either
curved or flat formation.

In back of the finger §7 is mounted a. plate 38
which is attached to the upright 29 by a rivet 38
and said plate has a number of resilient fingers
46, 41 and 42 formed thereon which project over
and coact with the outer surface of the ring 25
or other fingers, as where finger &i cooperates
with finger 37, to provide clamping means for
one of the light shades.

An arcuate shade or light shield 43, Figs. 1 and
16, of plastic or other suitable material and of
any desirable color and ornamentation is
mounted between the two end members inside
of the rings and held in place by the clamping
means coniprised of one or more of the inner re-
silient fingers 84, 35 and 8§ of each end member
and the respective ring. To place such o, shade
or light shield in position one end thereof is pro-
jected through an end member, as the right
hand one in Fig. 1, which will forge the resilient
fingers back sufficiently to permis the other end
of the shade or shield to pass the inner edge of
the opposite end member. When the shade is
properly aligned, it may ke released and the re~
silient fingers will slide it back into said other
end member and into contact with the back wall
27 thereby limiting the movements of the shade
and supporting the latter when the fixture is
used in-an upright or vertical position as a side
wall appliance.

. In lieu of the above arrangement, an arcuate
shade may be mounted between the end members
by the clamping means comprised of cne or more
of the outer resilient fingers 48, 41, 42 and the
outer annular surface of the respective rings,

If preferred, a straight or flat shade or shield
44, Fig. 17, can be mounted on the end members
ketween any of the clampirig means comprised
of the outer resilient fingers 48, 31, 82 and the
outer surfaces of the respective rings or the
clamping means consisting of the contiguous
fingers 37 and 4f. Also a number of the arcuate
shades or shields or a number of the flat ones or
a_combination of both types can be used in 2
single fixture to produce various effects or color
schemes. When the shades or shields are used
on the outside of the rings either set of resilient
fingers may be sprung outward for the insertion
of cne or hoth ends of said shades or shields.

- In Fig. 5 is shown one of &, pair of end members
Z%Ze covaprising an external ring 45 of desirable
width having a cut awsy portion 45.to accommo-
date the socket 22. Said external ring 45 has a
back wall 47 which holds the ring in its circular
configuration and said back wall has an arcuate
concentric slot or aperture 48 adjacent the ring,
Only one of the end members 24¢ is required to
have the aperture 48 which is to permit an end
of a shade to be projected through one end mem-
ber to allow the other end of the shade to pass
the ring of the opposite end member when the
shade is being assembled or removed.

The external ring 45 is fixed to an upright 48,
which may be a part of the back wall 47, and
said upright has a foot 50 extending inward, rela-
tive to a completa fixture, at right angles to the
upright and said foot has an opening, similar to
the cne shown in Fig. 4, whereby said foot may
be slipped over the socket 22 to engage the casing
21. . After the foot 50 rests on the casing a screw
5! is projected through a hole in said foot and

screwed into the casing to removably connect the’

parts.
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An internal split ring 52 is located inside of
the external one in concentric spaced relation
thereto, forming a clamping means with the ex-
ternal ring to hold an end of an arcuate shade or
shield and legs 53 project from said internal ring
and are fastened to said external ring for hold-
ing the two together. On the back of the end
member 24a is mounted a spring finger 54 which
coacts with the outer surface of the external
ring fo form a clamping means that will hold an
end of either an arcuate or flat shade or shield.

The form of the end member 24b illustrated
in Fig. 6 is similar to that depicted in Fig. 5 and
includes the external ring 55 provided with the
cut away portion 56 to register with a socket 22
and has a back wall 57. Inside of said external
ring is located an internal split ring 58 in spaced
relation to said external ring through the major
annular portions thereof. The ends of the in-
ternal ring are drawn into contact with the in-
ner surface of the external ring and fastened by
suitable securing means 59, such as rivets. From
the ends of said internal ring project legs 69
having a foot 61 formed therewith. In said foot
61 is formed a bayonet slot 82 for registration
with a screw 83 earried by the casing 21 for de-
tachably mounting the end member on said cas-
ing. On the back wall 57 is mounted a resilient
finger 84 to clamp an end of a shade or shield
between it and the outer surface of the external
ring.

I%l Figs. 7 and 8 I have shown still another
form of end wall 24¢ in which there is an exter-
nal ring 64 having a cut away portion 65 to fit
over a socket and sald ring has a back wall 6§
with several apertures 867 providing a central
body portion 83 and a fange §¢ in the region of
the apertures.

Within the external ring 84 is located an in-
ternal split ring 18 in spaced concentric relation
to said external ring through the major annular
portions thereof. The ends of the internal ring
are drawn into contact with the inner surface of
the external ring and fastened by suitable secur-
ing means T, such as rivets. The two rings pro-
vide a clamping means to hold an end of an ar-
cuate shade or shield and in addition other
clamping means are provided in the form of fin-
gers 12, 13 and 74 each of which has a portion
projecting through an aperture 67 and bent
about the internal ring so as to be slidably ad-
justable on said internal ring within the limits
of an aperture §7. .

Two pins or posts 15 are mounted.on & suit-
able part of the back plate 66 and project for-
wardly from the inner face of said back wall and
said posts have heads 7§. The legs 17 of a sup-
bort are slidably mounted on the said posts and
these legs carry a foot 78 having an aperture 79
for registration with a screw 89 mounted on the
casing 21 for detachably connecting the end mem-
ber to said casing. A spring 81 is mounted on
each post between its head and s respective leg
17 of the support. The springs urge the posts
forwardly carrying the rings and component parts
with them but allow the rings to be forced rear-
wardly or outwardly to increase the distance be-
tween the companion end members of a fixture
to allow a shade or shield to be assembled or
removed. Upon release of the rings of either
end member they will be returned to the normal
bosition by the springs and held against acci~
dental displacement. .

Another modification of end member 24d is
Mustrated in Figs. 9, 10 and 11 and includes a
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rim 82 of substantially triangular shape having
an aperture 83 at the bottom to fit over a socket.
From the rim project legs 84 carrying a foot 85
bridging the space between the legs and in the
inner edge of said foot is formed a notch 86 to
register with a screw on a casing as described in
connection with some of the other forms of the
device. The rim has a back wall 87 formed there-
with and extending across the space bounded by
said rim. To some suitable part of the end mem-~
ber is fixed the shank 88 of a resilient finger 89
that extends over and cooperates with the outer
surface of a portion of the rim.

On the shank 88 is mounted a key 28 includ-
ing & handle 91 and a tang 92 which passes
through an elongated key hocle 93 in the back
wall and can be turned at right angles to said
key hole to retain the finger 89 in a normal po-
sition for holding an end of a shade or shield in
place on the fixture. By releasing the key tahg
from the key hole, the finger 89 can be flexed
outward and the end of a shade placed in posi-
tion or removed, as the case may be, and the
finger returned to normal position and fastened
by the key. :

A variation of the last described end mem-
ber is shown in Fig. 12 and designated 24e, where-
in rim 94 is generally triangular in shape
with a back wall 85 exteuding across the space
bounded by said rim. Two resilient fingers 86
extend over that portion of the rim which forms
the base of the triangle and the shanks 87 of said
fingers converge towards the angle opposite the
base and are secured in place by suitable fasten-

ing means 98, such as a rivet. Each shank car-

ries a key 99, similar to the one previously de-
seribed, including the tang 100 for projection
through an associated key hole 18f. To release
the resilient fingers 88, the keys are turned until
the tangs align with the key holes so the keys
can be withdrawn from engagement with the
back wall. The fingers can then be flexed out-
ward to allow removal or assembly of a shade on
a fixture after which the fingers can be returned
to normal positions and held in place turning
the keys until the tangs are at right angles to
the key holes.

Another construction of an end member 24f is
llustrated in Figs. 13 and 14, wherein the rim

102 is generally triangular in shape with a back 5

wall {03 in the form of a flange. A resilient
finger 104 projects over a portion of the rim to
form a clamping means with said portion of the
rim and the shank 105 of said finger is fastened
to some convenient part of the end member, as
to a portion of the rim, by suitable securing
means (06, such as a rivet. To hold the resilient
finger in normal shade retaining position, a lip
107 is provided by partially cutting a section of
the back wall therefrom and bending said sec-
tion outward a distance equal to the thickness
of the finger shank. When the shank is under
the lip, the finger 104 will be held in temporary
fixed position to form a clamping means in con=-
nection with the adjacent part of the rim.

To release the finger it is moved sidewise to
spring the shank from under the lip {07 and
flex the same outward. After this the end of a
shade may be removed from or assembled on the
end member and the finger moved inward and the
shank replaced under the lip.

A construction of end wall 24¢ is shown in
Pig. 16 wherein several clamping fingers are
formed as a unit in connection with an end
member and the unit held in a clamping position
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by a single means or key. In this form of the
device, said end member 24¢g includes a rim 108
generally rectangular in shape with bays 109
along one edge of the end member. The parts of
the rim are joined to a back wall ({0 which oc-
cupies the space or area between all of the sec-~
tions of the rim.

The resilient finger unit (1! includes several
fingers 112 each on a shank {13 which are joined
to one another and the whole finger unit secured
to a convenient part of the end member, as a
portion of the rim, by suitable securing means 1 14,
such as a rivet. The finger unit {11 is held in
a normal clamping position by a key 115, similar
to the others above described, mounted on the
finger unit and including a tang i1§ which passes
through a key hole {17 formed in the back wall
118, A very wide shade or a number of narrow
ones can be clamped and held in position on a
fixture having end members of this type.

The end members for releasably holding shades
or shields can also be used in connection with In-
candescent laraps and for purgoses of illustration
I have shown one of the end members 24 con-
nected to the casing 22 at one end of the body.
Instead of the sockets to hold s fluorescent tube
or hulb, one or more gockets {8 of a type to re-
ceive an incandescent bulb {19 is mounted on a
bracket 128 secured to the body 20. When a shade
or shades are mounted in the end members the
incandescent bulb and supporting elements there-
of will be invisible or practically so.

From the foregoing it will be apparent that I
have provided end members for g lighting fixture
that can receive and hold shades of various con-
figurations such as curved, rectangular, flat and
polygonal, and in some instances two or more
shades can be used in combination to produce
pleasing effects of contrasting colored light ar-
rangements.

Of course I do not wish to be limited to the
exact details of construction herein shown and
described as these may be varied within the scope
of the appended claim without departing from the
spirit of my invention.

Having deseribed my invention what I claim as
new and useful is:

A lighting fixture comprising a body, sockets to
receive a fluorescent light tube, an end member
at each end of the bhody, each end member in-
cluding an upright, an apertured foot on said
upright to pass over a socket, a ring secured to
the front of said upright, said ring having a back
wall, a pluralily of resilient fingers secured to
said upright and projecting edgewise relative to
said ring, some of which coact with the inner sur-
face of the ring, the remaining ones coacting with
the outer surface of the ring, said fingers forming
clamps with the ring to hold a shade, and means
on the body engaging the feet to detachably
fasten the end members to said body.

MORRIS W. ASKIN.
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