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Jof but slight adjustment relativély thereto.
“result, when the installation is-complete and.the walls |-

UNITED STATES PATENT OFF-

MAX D. BARON OI‘ NEW YORK N Y

ADJUSTABLE BOX FOR SWITLI'IES AND TI-IE LIKE

‘No. 862,380,

To all whom ’Lt may concern: :
- Be it known that I, Max D. BARoN, a citizen of the

United States, and 2 resident of the borough of Manhat-
-tan, in the county and State of New York, have invent--

ed certain new and useful Improvements in Adjustable

"Boxes for Switches and the Like, of which the followm&7

isa spec1ﬁca,t10n L v
This invention relates to wall boxes for usé 1n house

wiring. In this type of box it is necessary. that a com-

plete fire proof inclosure -be provided for'the electric

lamp fixture, with the line wires inclosed jn. condults
within the walls of building and at the sate time pro-

vide'a suitable support for this indtrument and a suit

able outlet opening into s room. In modern practice

. these boxes are installed during the construction of the
: bu1ld1ng and necessdrily before the finigh or decorations

can be accurately determined, In mény typesof boxes
the outlet opening or receptacle socket of the bex.is
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© connections ‘of some instrumient, such as & switch or

fixed relatively to the body portlon or at bast is capable *

Thus, as a

finished the exposed electric instrument attached to

.the box is freqeuntly offsét an unsightly amount from

its prop.r. position. In “this case a readjustment can
only-be made at great ‘trouble and expense. '
The a,dvantage of an adjustable outlet opening has

Their most frequent defect has been the provision of

“too little adjustability and even that httle at cons1d-

erable an ease in-cost.

" long been appreciated and many more orless unsucces- |
- ful attempts have been made to provide such & box.

An object of the present 1nvent1on is to provide an in-.

'expenswe box which shall bave a receptacle opening

possessing a wide range of adjustability, preferably the

. maximum in all'directions throughout the confines of
the body, portion, and which s_hall possess a closed. in-"
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the cover portion in section.

terior for all adjustments of the receptacle opening.
A preferred embodiment of this invention is illus-

trated in the drawings forming part of this specification 1
‘and in which like numerals demgnate conespondmg

partsand in which:— ‘

Tigure 1isan elevation of the assembled box showmg
Fig. 2isa pls,n view of
the body portion of the box.
assembled box showing the outlme of the body portion

in dotted lines. v

Referring now. more particularly to the dra,wmgs, -

1 designates the hody portion of the box which may be of

any approved congtruction but'which preferably hasan
unrestricted open face as illustrated.

‘2 designates outwardly extending prolectmns such
a8 lugs integral with the side walls of the body portion

and preferably arrang_,cd in pairs at the centers of oppo-

site sides uf the bpdy portion.

Fig. 3 isa plan view of the .

i plugs 6 are illustrated in the walls of t

“to the body portion.
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'3.is a cover plate overlappmg the body po tion 1 and
preferably formed integrally-with 4 throat plece or re-
ceptacle socket 4 \which’ providés thebuitle
the box. - Thesetwo members 3 ay X

cover portion. Th\e socket 4 is provided" wlth support-’
whitle' knock—out '

ing lugs 5 for a receptacle or fixture

provide for the entrahce of conduitd, -

7 designates ears integral with the plate3 and located-
,centrally on opposite sides thereof

providéd with an ‘enlarged. slot’ 8. ' S i
through these slots into;the lugs. 2. and sp A
the cover portion to-thebody portion by meﬂ.ns oi the
Washels 10 which always bridge theslots' }

" The size and contQur of the cover‘pl.xte 3 is deter-

70

mlned by the size of the ‘open “face of the body portlon .

and the size of the opening in the socket 4. Breferably
its size should be such hat when an ‘edge of the sei ket
4 comes flush with one s1de wall of the dey portlon 1
the opposite edge of the pla,te 3 will just ‘Cover the ¢ open

_face of the body portlon ‘and engage the opposite side

wall of the hody porticn. This should be'true for'all

positions of the socket: so that the. bxnct limit, for all

there is thus provided a two’ piece box ‘possessing the

‘maximum- adjustment of its outlet, opemnq iy ll dlrec-

tions within the confines of the body portio

75

‘sides of the cover plate is determmed Obvmusly y

80 -

- The size and, outline of ‘the slots 8 is’ deter med by -

the shanks of the screws 9 and.is such as-to-allow the
cover portion to assume the extreme p051t10ns,referred

to above where the‘socket 4 comes ﬁush'thh a side:
“well of the body portion without the screws ) envabuw

with the plate 3 until one of these extreme stnwns is
actually reached, when further movement ‘isretarded
by the screws 9. The washers-10 aré prefémb]y just

large enough to Pridge ‘thie slots 8 whei t"he ‘shariks of
the screws 9 are against the side walls of the slpts

The
projections 2-also extend preferably the'same-distance
beyond the screws 9 asdo- the washers 10501 that & double

c]amplnor acetion may be prmnded on the:¢
In addition to'the lateral ad]ustment of, the socket

4, as described above, . the cover portion and-socket 4 .

possess a considerable amount of rotary’ ad_]ustalnhty

'due to the play of the screws 9 in the slots 8.

1f the body portion 1 is square as is illustrated in the

“figures and which is the preferred form, the cover por-

tion may be rotated through 90° before being clamped
Thus it is apparent that 2 second
pair of projections2asillustrated in the figures would be
of service should it. be found desirable. to ‘have the
socket 4 in a position 90° displaced from that illustrated
in Figs. 1and 3. However, the body portion mxght be
made with only .one pair’ of prolectlons 2, ang atill
possess great sdvantages.©

The box niay be constructed by any approved process
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such as by casting or stamping and may be of any suit-
able material such as iron. 1t is not essential that the
bady portion 1 be square as illustrated, as any suitable
form 'is within the scope.of the invention. This is also
& true of the receptacle socket 4 which may be of any
suitable shape. Whatever the shape of the various

parts may be it is an important feature of this inven--

tion that the outlet opening in the socket 4 be capa-

. ble of the maximum adjustment or change in position

"1‘0' afforded by the confines of the body portion 1, so that

the said opening is always completely alined w1th the

body interior, or, if des1red may slightly overlap the
saIne.

Although the box as illustrated and described is

" 15. deemed to be the preferred embodiment of thisinven-

- tion, many modifications fall within the scope thereof
ag’'particularly set forth in the following claims:—

1. A wall box comprising a body portion and a cover

-portion laterally adjustable in all directions, and a single

20 pair of clamping means for sald cover portion controlling

the lateral adjustability of said cover portiom in all di-

l:ectlons.
2, A two plece ‘vall box comprising. a body portlon with
"an ‘open. mouth and 'a cover p01t10n, said cover portion

‘95 being provided with a socket, and means for adjustably

‘ securing said cover portien to said ‘hody portion and pro-
viding lateral adjustability for said socket in every direc-
tion throughout the entire confines of said open mouth.
3. A wall box comprising a body portion and a cover
) 30 ‘portion,. said cover portion being provided with a socket,
Jmeans clamping’ baid_ cover portlon to said body portion,
- ‘which, when released permits, by means of a single move-

ment, the adjustment or said socket in any lateral direc-

" tlon,
‘85 4. Awall box comprising a hody portion and a’ cove}f pox-;‘
- tion laterally and rvotatably adjustable in all directions,
and a single pair of clamping means for said cover portion
controlling the lateral and rotary adjustability -of said
cover portion in all directions,

40 5. A wall hox comprising a lody pmtmn with an open
face,”and a cover portion, said cover portion being pro-
vided with a socket, and means for adjustably securing
said cover portion to said Dbody portion . and providing
lateral and rotary adjustability for said socket in every

45 direction throughout the entire confines of said open face.

+6.'A wall box comprising a},bo‘d"y portion and a cover

portion, sald cover portion being provided with a socket,

.-and. means for providing lateral and votary adjustability

in all-directions over the entirve interior of sald hody por-
50 tlon for said socket.

" 7. A-wall box comprising a hody portion and a cover por-
tion, sald cover portion being provided with a socket, and
means for providing for said socket, hy means of a single

- adjustment, lateral and rotary adjustability in all direc-
55 tioms over the entire interior of suid hody portion.

‘8.‘A wall box comprising an open faced body portion:

and an overlapping cover portion, said cover portion pro-
vided with a receptacle opening smaller than the open face
} of the body portion; and means securing said cover por-

60 tion to sald body portion and permitting rotary and lateral
dadjustment of the receptacie opening in all directions
~within’ the confines. of the open face of the hody portion.
-and miintaining said cover portion in closing position for
all adjustments.

©. A wall box comprising an ‘open faced body portion g5
and an overlapping cover portion, said cover portion pro-
vided with a receptacle opening smaller than the open face
of the body portion; and means securing sald@ cover por-
tion to said hody portion and permitting rotary and lateral .
adjustment of the receptacle opening- in all directions 70
within the confines of the open face of the body portion and
maintaining said cover portion in closing position for all
ad]ustment, said means comprising one or more. pairs of
projections extending outwardly from opposite sides of
said body portion, laterally projecting ears, each provided 75
with a slot, on said cover portion, and clamping means
passing, through sxlid slots and enwagmg pl'OJectlons and
said ears.
. 10, A wall box’ compnsmg an open faced body portion
and an ovellappm" cover portion, said cover portion pro- 80
vided with a throat shaped centrally located reeceptacle’
socket, smaller than the open face of the said body por-
tion ; and medns securing said cover portion to Said body

"portion and providing unlimited lateral adjustability and

rotary adjustability of said receptacle socket within the 85

- confines of the open face'of said Lody portion, said means
‘also maintaining said cover portion in closing posimon for

all adjustments.

11. A wall box comprising an open faced body portion
and an ovellappmg cover portion ; sald cover portion being 90
provided with a throat shaped cehtrally located receptacle
socket, smaller than -the open face of the said body por-
tion ; and means securing said cover portion to said body
portion and providing unlimited lateral adjustability and
rotary adjustability of said receptacle socket within the 95
confines. of the open face of said body portlon while main-

‘taining said cover portion in closing position for all ad-

justments; sald means comprising one or more pairs of.
projections extending outwardly from opposite sides of
said body portion, ears.projecting from opposite. sides of 100
said plate and provided with slots, and clamping means.
passmg through said slots and engaging said projectlon
and said ears.

12. In a wall box in combination, an open faced body...

| portion ‘being provided at its rim with one or more pairs 105

of oppositely located outwardly extending lugs; a cover’
portion comprising a flat plate of. predetermined size
greater than the size of the open face of said body por-

tion ; ears extending outwardly from opposite edges of said
cover portion, each ear being provided with an enlarged 1}0
slot ; and means extending through said slots and engaging -
said lugs, said means being provided with members for -
bridging said slots and engaging the uppel face of sald

ears with a ¢lamping action.

13, In a wall box In combination, an open faced body 1715
portion leing provided at its rim with one or more pairs of
oppositely located outwardly extending lugs; a cover por-
tion comprising a flat plate of predetermined size greater
than the size of the open face of said body portion and
also comprising a socket; ears extending outwardly from 120
opposite edges of said cover portlon, each ear being pro-
vided with an enlavged slot ; and screws extending through
said slots and engaging said lugs, said scréws being pro-
vided with members for bridging said slots and engaging
the upper face of sald ears with a clamping action., -, 1256

In testimony whereof, I have signed my name to this
specifiention, in the presence of two subscribing wiinesses.

~MAX D. BARON.

Witnesses :
o AL HBLEER,
LisoNarn DAy,
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