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MEDICAL CONNECTOR WITH CLOSEABLE 
MALE LUER 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica 
tion Ser. No. 1 1/417,604, filed May 3, 2006, pending, which 
claims the benefit under 35 U.S.C. S 119(e) of U.S. Provi 
sional Patent Application No. 60/696,894, filed Jul. 6, 2005, 
and U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/707319, filed 
Aug. 11, 2005, the disclosures of each being hereby incorpo 
rated by reference in their entireties. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTIONS 

1. Field of the Inventions 
This invention relates generally to medical connectors 

through which fluids flow, and in particular, to medical con 
nectors with male luers. 

2. Description of the Related Art 
Systems of connectors, valves, and tubing are routinely 

used in hospitals and other medical settings for facilitating the 
transfer of fluids to and from patients. It is often a challenge to 
keep Such systems sterile and to prevent leakage of fluids 
when the various components are engaged and disengaged. 

In order to maintain a barrier to bacteria, debris, and fluid 
leakage, female connectors often have been provided with 
closures. Such as septa, flexible seals, or other impediments, 
at their mating ends. When a male luer connector is engaged 
with the female connector, the closure of the female connec 
tor is temporarily opened, pierced, or moved to allow fluid to 
flow between the two connectors. Male connectors typically 
employ needles or luers to open, pierce, or move the closure 
on the female connectors. 

In many systems, only the female connectors are automati 
cally blocked from the external environment when disen 
gaged. Male luer connectors are generally not provided with 
automatic closing mechanisms. Male luer connectors some 
times employ additional components, such as caps, to stop the 
flow of fluid and impede the entry of bacteria and debris. 
Because Such closure mechanisms are not automatic (or not 
used at all), male luer connectors are sometimes left unsealed, 
allowing fluid to drip out. This may increase the risk of 
unsanitary conditions inside and outside of the fluid transfer 
system. In addition, in some medical applications such as 
certain chemotherapy treatments, the fluids in the tubing and 
connectors can be harmful if released. 

Moreover, in the busy environment of hospitals and other 
medical settings, health care providers must often quickly 
manipulate multiple medical implements with one hand, 
making it difficult to retrieve male luer caps and rapidly attach 
them upon disengagement of male connectors. In addition, 
male luer connectors are often employed at the downstream 
end of gravity-fed fluid sources such as IV bags. When the 
connectors and tubing are initially connected to such sources, 
they are generally empty (i.e., filled with air) and must be 
primed with fluid before they can be connected to a patient. 
During the priming procedure, fluid is allowed to flow from 
the upstream end of the tubing toward the male luer connector 
on the downstream end. As the flow flows through the tubing, 
the airin the tubing escapes through the male connector on the 
downstream end into the environment. Once the fluid itself 
reaches the male connector, it can also escape and spill out. 
Because male luer connectors do not usually close automati 
cally after priming, the male luer often drips out a small 
amount of fluid as the male connector is rapidly moved into 
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2 
mating engagement with a female connector. For this reason, 
the male luer is generally held over a sink or trash can at the 
end of the priming procedure to contain the dripping fluid. 

There is a need for a closable male luer connector that 
automatically opens when engaged with a female connector 
and automatically closes when disengaged from Such connec 
tor to minimize or eliminate dripping during priming and 
other procedures and to improve the barrier of the fluid trans 
fer system against bacteria and other debris. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

Disclosed are various embodiments of medical connectors 
with closable male luers. It is contemplated that the features 
of the various embodiments disclosed herein are combinable 
to form additional embodiments. Such combinations are 
within the scope of this disclosure. 

In an exemplary embodiment, a male luer connector has a 
main housing with first and second ends. The second end of 
the housing comprises a male luer and a shroud Surrounding 
at least a portion of the male luer. The shroud has screw 
threads disposed on an internal wall thereof. A tubular valve 
member with a fluid pathway is disposed within the housing. 
The valve member has a tip on its second end. In the region 
near the tip, a pair of fluid holes is positioned on opposite 
sides of the valve member. The tip is configured to abut snugly 
against an internal wall of the male luer in a region at or near 
the second end of the male luer. The valve member also has a 
pair of struts directed towards the second end. The struts 
extend axially through a portion of the housing, and the ends 
of the struts towards the second end are positioned within a 
space between the male luer and the shroud on the second end 
of the housing. A length of medical tubing is connected to the 
connector. An end of the tubing is attached to the first end of 
the valve member by adhesive, welding, or some other means. 
A resilient, elastomeric member extends from a mid-section 
region on the outside of the housing to a region at or near the 
first end of the valve member within the housing. 

In a Substantially closed state, the resilient member is con 
figured to pull the housing and the tubular valve member 
together along their respective axes. In this state, the tip of the 
valve member is pressed into close contact with a portion of 
the internal wall on the second end of the male luer, and fluid 
flow from the medical tubing through the tubular valve mem 
ber is impeded. Fluid generally cannot escape through the 
opening on the second end of the male luer because Such 
opening is blocked by the tip of the valve member. 
When a force is applied to separate the valve member from 

the housing, the resilient member is stretched and the tip of 
the valve member is displaced in the direction of the first end 
from the second end of the male luer. This separating force 
can be applied manually, for example, by grasping the exter 
nal wall of the housing with two fingers and grasping the 
tubing adhered to the first end of the valve member with two 
other fingers, and then moving the fingers in opposite direc 
tion. The separating force can also be applied automatically 
by a different manual action. For example, the action of 
connecting the male luer to a female end of another medical 
implement can automatically separate the valve member from 
the housing. As the advancing end of the female connector 
proceeds up the screw threads on the second end of the hous 
ing of the male luer connector, the female connector makes 
contact with and exerts a force directed towards the first end 
against the struts of the valve member. This force moves the 
valve member towards the first end against the biasing force 
directed towards the second end exerted by the resilient mem 
ber. In this opened state, fluid is permitted to flow through the 
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opposing holes, around the tip of the valve member, and out of 
the connector through the gap between the tip of the valve 
member and the internal wall on the second end of the male 
luer. In some embodiments, the valve member is automati 
cally advanced in the direction of the first end when the valve 
member contacts a fluid conduit (e.g., a spike positioned 
within a female connector) as the male and female connectors 
are brought together. 
When the separating force is removed, for example, by 

releasing the manual grip on the housing and the tubing, or by 
detaching the female connector from the second end of the 
housing, the resilient member once again draws the housing 
and the valve member together. This causes the tip on the 
second end of the valve member to abut closely against a 
portion of the internal wall in a region near the second end of 
the male luer, and impedes fluid flow out of the valve. 

Also disclosed herein are other features and configurations 
for the foregoing embodiment, as well as additional embodi 
ments for other connectors with closable male luers. Such 
embodiments generally include means for permitting or 
impeding fluid flow through a male luer on a connector, 
preferably automatically upon connection with a correspond 
ing female connector. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Certain embodiments of this invention will now be dis 
cussed in detail with reference to the following figures. These 
figures are provided for illustrative purposes only, and the 
invention is not limited to the subject matter illustrated in the 
figures. 

FIG. 1A shows a perspective view of an embodiment of a 
male luer connector attached to tubing configured to receive 
fluid from a hanging gravity-fed IV bag. In this and other 
figures, the relative size of the connector and attached tubing 
is increased in comparison to other objects to facilitate view 
ing certain details. 

FIG. 1B shows a perspective view of the connector of FIG. 
1A in a stretched, Substantially opened configuration. 
FIG.1C shows a perspective view of an embodiment of the 

connector of FIG. 1A being connected to an exemplary 
female connector attached to tubing inserted into a patient. 

FIG. 2 shows a perspective view of an embodiment of a 
closeable male luer connector. 

FIG.3 shows a perspective view of a housing portion of the 
connector of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4A shows a perspective view of a valve member 
portion of the connector of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4B shows a perspective view of another embodiment 
of a valve member portion of the connector of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4C shows a cross-sectional view of the embodiment 
of the valve member portion of the connector of FIG. 4B. 

FIG. 5 shows a perspective view of a resilient member of 
the connector of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 6 shows a perspective view of a sealing portion of the 
connector of FIG. 2. The relative size of the sealing portion is 
increased in comparison with the components of the connec 
tor shown in other figures to facilitate viewing. 

FIG. 7 shows a perspective view of certain components of 
the connector of FIG. 2 in a partially assembled configura 
tion. The housing portion of FIG. 5 is not shown in FIG. 7. 

FIG. 8 shows a cross-sectional view of the connector of 
FIG. 2 adjacent a female portion of another medical imple 
ment. At this stage, fluid is impeded through the connector of 
FIG 2. 
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4 
FIG. 9 shows a cross-sectional view of the connector of 

FIG. 2 in engagement with the medical implement of FIG.8. 
Fluid is flowing through the engaged connectors. 

FIG. 10 shows a cross-sectional view of the connector of 
FIG. 2 adjacent another medical implement with a closeable 
female luer connector. At this stage, fluid is impeded through 
the connector of FIG. 2 and the female luer connector. 

FIG. 11 shows a cross-sectional view of the connectors of 
FIG. 10 after engagement. Fluid is flowing through the 
engaged connectors. 

FIG. 12 shows a perspective of the connector of FIG. 2 
adjacent a syringe with a male luer tip. At this stage, fluid is 
impeded through the connector. 

FIG. 13 shows a perspective view of the components of 
FIG. 12 after engagement. At this stage, fluid is still impeded 
through the connector. 

FIG. 14 shows a cross-sectional view of the connector and 
the male luer tip of the syringe of FIG. 13. 

FIG. 15 shows a perspective view of the a closeable male 
luer connector located with its first end adjacent a syringe 
with a male luer tip and with its second end located adjacent 
a hypodermic needle with a female luer attachment portion. 

FIG. 16 shows a perspective view of the components of 
FIG. 15 in engagement. At this stage, fluid can flow through 
the connector. 

FIG. 17 is a cross-sectional view of the connector, male 
luer tip of the syringe, and hypodermic needle of FIG. 16. At 
this stage, fluid can flow through the connector. 

FIG. 18A is a perspective view of another embodiment of 
a closeable male luer connector. 

FIG. 18B is a cross-sectional view of the connector of FIG. 
18A. 

FIG. 18C is a detail of the cross-sectional view of the 
connector of FIG. 18A. 

FIG. 19 is a perspective view of the connector of FIG. 18A 
located adjacent a Syringe with a male luer tip. 

FIG. 20 is a perspective view of the components of FIG. 19 
in engagement. 

FIG. 21 is a perspective view of another embodiment of a 
closeable male luer connector engaged with a syringe with a 
male luer tip. 
FIG.22A is a cross-sectional view of another embodiment 

of a closeable male luer connector. 
FIG. 22B is a detail of the cross-sectional view of the 

connector of FIG. 22A. 
FIG. 23A is a side view of another embodiment of a clo 

seable male luer connector with a shroud. 
FIG. 23B is a cross-sectional view of the connector of FIG. 

23A 
FIG. 23C is a perspective view an embodiment of a close 

able male luer connector adjacent a closeable female connec 
tor. At this stage, fluid flow is impeded through the female luer 
COnnectOr. 

FIG. 23D is a perspective view of the components of FIG. 
23C in engagement. 
FIG.24A is a perspective view of another embodiment of 

a closeable male luer connector. 
FIG.24B is a cross-sectional view of the connector of FIG. 

24A. 
FIG. 25A is a side view of another embodiment of a clo 

seable male luer connector with a shroud. 
FIG.25B is a cross-sectional view of the connector of FIG. 

25A. 
FIG. 26A is a perspective view of another embodiment of 

a closeable male luer with a flexibly connected female luer 
COnnectOr. 
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FIG. 26B is a perspective view of another embodiment of a 
closeable male luer with a flexibly connected female luer 
COnnectOr. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

In one aspect of the present inventions, a variety of means 
are shown for closing the second end of a male luer connector. 
In some embodiments, these closing mechanisms function to 
prevent and/or impede fluid from escaping from or entering 
into the male luer, while allowing fluid flow when the male 
luer is manually opened or engaged with a corresponding 
female luer. As used herein, terms such as "closed’ or 
'sealed' should be understood as obstructions or barriers to 
fluid flow. These terms should not be understood to require 
that a particular structure or configuration achieves a com 
plete fluid closure in all circumstances. 

In FIG. 1A, an embodiment of a closable male luer con 
nector 10 is shown in a closed position. The luer connector 10 
is attached to a gravity-fed IV bag 9 filled with fluid hanging 
from a pole stand 11. At the bottom of the bag 9, a section of 
tubing 13 is attached. The opposite end of the tubing 13 is 
connected to the first end 12 of the luer connector 10. A 
closing mechanism on the interior of the second end 14 of the 
luer connector 10 prevents the fluid contained within the bag 
9 from flowing through the tubing 13 and leaking out of the 
luer connector 10, as long as the luer connector 10 remains in 
a closed configuration. 

In FIG. 1B, the connector 10 is illustrated in an open 
position. Fluid can flow out into the first end 12 of the con 
nector 10 and out of the second end 14 of the connector 10. A 
health care provider can move the male luer connector 10 into 
this configuration by grasping the second end of the closable 
male luer 10 with two fingers, grasping the tubing 13 with two 
otherfingers, and gently moving the fingers in opposite direc 
tions. 

The IV delivery system illustrated in FIGS. 1A and 1B can 
be easily readied for fluid communication with a patient. In 
most circumstances, the tubing 13 is filled with air when it is 
initially connected to the IV bag 9. If the other end of the 
tubing 13 is connected to a closed connector, as illustrated in 
FIG. 1A, the air cannot escape and fluid cannot enter the 
tubing 13 from the IV bag 9. The luer connector 10 is there 
fore manually moved into the opened position until all of the 
air has been purged through the luer 10 and the fluid in the IV 
bag 9 fills the tubing 13 and connector 10. This procedure is 
known as “priming.” As soon as the fluid line and connector 
are properly primed, the health care provider can quickly 
release the opposing forces applied to the second end 14 of the 
luer connector 10 and the tubing 13, and the closing mecha 
nism of the luer connector 10 can rapidly stop the flow of fluid 
through the luer connector 10. 

Referring now to FIG. 1C, a catheter 17 has been inserted 
into a patients arm 15. The catheter 17 penetrates the skin of 
the arm 15 and is preferably fluidly connected with the 
patient’s bloodstream. The catheter 17 is also connected to a 
length of medical tubing 19 attached to a female medical 
connector 21. The example of a female medical connector 21 
illustrated in FIG. 1C is a version of the Clave(R) connector 
manufactured by ICU Medical, Inc., San Clemente, Calif. 
Various embodiments of a connector of this type are illus 
trated and described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,685,866, which is 
incorporated herein by reference in its entirety. It is contem 
plated that many of the male luer embodiments disclosed 
herein can be used with other types of female connectors. The 
tubing 19, catheter 17, and female connector 21 were previ 
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6 
ously primed with fluid using standard procedures. The luer 
connector 10 is primed as described previously and brought 
into engagement with the female connector 21. As described 
in further detail below, when the male connector 10 and 
female connector 21 are engaged, fluid is permitted to flow 
from the IV bag 9 into the patient. When the male connector 
10 and female connector 21 are disengaged, fluid is once 
again prevented from flowing out of the second end 14 of the 
male connector 10. In general, fluid is also prevented from 
flowing out of the opening in the female connector 21. 
The embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1A-1C is described in 

further detail below. Each of the other embodiments disclosed 
herein can be used in the illustrated fluid system, and in 
various modifications and alternatives thereof. Further, it is 
contemplated that the various embodiments of connectors in 
accordance with the inventions can be used in a wide variety 
of additional medical fluid systems. For example, the dis 
closed connectors can also be used to transfer bodily fluids 
Such as blood, urine, or insulin, nourishing fluids, and/or 
therapeutic fluids such as fluids used in chemotherapy treat 
ments. The disclosed connectors can also be used to intercon 
nect various other components of fluid transfer systems. 

Referring now to FIGS. 2-9, the closeable male luer of 
FIGS. 1A-1C is illustrated in greater detail. As illustrated in 
FIG. 2, the assembled luer connector 10 comprises four por 
tions: a housing 23, a valve member 16, a resilient member 
18, and a sealing ring 20 (not visible in FIG. 2). These por 
tions are individually illustrated in FIGS. 3 through 6, and 
will be discussed in further detail with reference to these 
figures. The luer connector 10 can be constructed of more or 
fewer portions, and Such portions can be combined into dif 
ferent configurations. 

FIG.3 illustrates the housing 23 of the connector 10, apart 
from the other portions of the luer connector 10. The housing 
23 is generally a tube-like structure with an axial passageway 
28 that extends from the first end 12 of the connector 10 
through the upper housing 34, and the middle portion 32, and 
the luer tip 22, to the second end 14 of the housing 23. In some 
embodiments, the length of the housing 23 from the first end 
12 to the luer tip 22 is approximately 1/8 inches. The housing 
23 is preferably, but not necessarily, less than or equal to about 
1/2 inches from the first end 12 to the second end 14 so that 
the weight and bulk of the connector are minimized. The 
housing 23 can have any Suitable length for a particular appli 
cation. The luer tip 22 connects to the remainder of the hous 
ing 23 at a base 25 that is surrounded by a shroud 24. The end 
27 of the luer tip 22 towards the second end of the luer 
connector 10 extends some distance beyond the edge 29 of the 
shroud. 
The shroud 24 preferably has inner threads 26 on an inte 

rior wall that help securely attached the connector 10 in a 
removable fashion to another medical implement. In other 
embodiments, the shroud 24 can include other structures or 
materials for providing a releasable connection, including 
quick-release mechanisms and other means. The shroud 24 
includes a plurality of depressions 31 on an outer Surface to 
assist the user infirmly grasping and twisting the shroud24 of 
the housing 23 with the fingers. The depressions 31 have 
upwardly tapering sidewalls 33 that prevent the fingers from 
sliding off the connector 10. On an end towards the first end of 
the connector 10 of each depression 31, the surface of the 
housing 23 is approximately co-planar with the Surface of the 
depression 31, while on an end towards the second end 14 of 
the connector 12 of each depression 31, the surface of the 
housing 23 is offset from, and preferably lies above, the 
surface of the depression 31. This configuration allows the 
fingers to comfortably slide in a direction towards the second 
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end 14 of the connector 10 along the housing 23 into a posi 
tion for gripping or twisting the connector 10. Once the fin 
gers are in the desired position, a tapered wall 33 on an end 
towards the second end 14 of the connector 10 of the depres 
sion 31 resists further movement by the fingers in the direc 
tion of the second end 14. A series of depressions 31 extend 
around substantially the entire outer surface of the shroud so 
that the user's fingers, when positioned on opposite sides of 
the connector 10, will likely encounter a depression 31 
regardless of the orientation of the connector 10 during use. 

In the illustrated embodiment, the tip 22 has a tapered 
external wall. The diameter of the tip 22 becomes gradually 
smaller from the base 25 towards the second end 27. The tip 
22 includes a hole at its second end 27. At the base 25 of the 
luer tip 22, an interior hole 35 (see FIG. 8) leads into a region 
of the fluid passageway 28 in the middle portion 32 of the luer 
connector 10. The dimensions of the luer tip can be made to 
comply with applicable standards and/or regulations, such as 
the ANSI standards. 

The interior wall of the luer tip 22 preferably includes a 
shelf 30 that extends radially inwardly toward the axis of the 
fluid passageway 28 Surrounded by the luer tip 22, making the 
fluid passageway 28 narrower at its second end 27 than in the 
region adjacent to the second end 27. In the illustrated 
embodiment, the surface of the shelf 29 that faces radially 
inwardly toward the central axis of the connector 10 is tapered 
in a manner similar to the taper of the outer surface of the tip 
22 (see FIGS. 8 and 9). In this configuration, the inner diam 
eter of the shelf 29 narrows in a direction from the side 
towards the first end to the side of the shelf 29 towards the 
second end. As described in further detail below, the shelf 29 
in the luer tip 22 helps to block and/or impede fluid flow 
through the connector 10 when the second end of the valve 
member 16 abuts against it. 
The middle portion 32 of the housing 23 lies between the 

shroud24 and the upper housing 34. As illustrated, the middle 
portion 32 has a smaller outer diameter than either the shroud 
24 or upper housing 34. The middle portion 32 also has two 
generally rectangular openings 36 disposed on opposite sides 
of the housing 23 from each other. When the connector 10 is 
assembled, the middle portion 32 is generally covered by a 
portion of the resilient member 18 (see, e.g., FIG. 2). As a 
result, the middle portion 32 does not generally come into 
contact with the fingers during use. Thus, in some embodi 
ments, a grippable surface need not be used for the middle 
portion 32. The middle portion 32 can therefore have a 
smaller diameter and smoother surface than either of the other 
sections of the housing 23. 
The upper housing 34 is generally split into two wall sec 

tions 45a, 45b by two gaps 38 (only one shown in FIG.3). The 
upper housing 34 includes a series of depressions 37 similar 
in shape and function to the depressions 31 on the shroud 24. 
The upper housing 34 may also comprise one or more pro 
trusions 43 that extend into the gaps 38. In the assembled 
configuration, the protrusions 43 help to retain a portion of the 
resilient member 18 between the gaps 38 in the wall sections 
45a, 45b (see FIG. 2). In some embodiments, the protrusions 
43 are tapered from a smaller thickness on their ends towards 
the first end of the connector to a larger thickness on their ends 
towards the second end of the connector. The tapering of the 
protrusions 43 helps in the insertion and retention of the 
portion of the resilient member 18 in a desired position and 
orientation, while allowing for bending and contortion of the 
resilient member 18 during use. The protrusions 43 also help 
prevent the valve member 16 from advancing too far in the 
direction of the first end as the connector 12 is moved into the 
opened position by contacting the set of protrusions 44 
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8 
toward the second end of the valve member 16. The tapering 
of the protrusions 43 allows the protrusions 44 of the valve 
member 16 to be advanced towards the second end during 
assembly into the housing 23 past the protrusions 43 of the 
housing 23. The corners 47 towards the first end of the con 
nector on each of the wall sections are preferably rounded to 
prevent Snagging, scratching, or other damage or irritation to 
the fingers or resilient member 18 during use. 
As shown in FIG. 3, the exterior surface of the upper 

housing 34 includes a lower shelf 39 and the exterior surface 
of the shroud 24 includes a shelf 41 configured to help retain 
a central portion of the resilient member 18 around the hous 
ing 23 in the assembled configuration (see FIG. 2). The shelf 
39 of the upper housing 34 is preferably substantially hori 
Zontal to discourage any sliding of the resilient member 18 in 
the direction of the first end of the connector. The shelf 41 of 
the shroud 24 is preferably tapered (see FIG. 8) to assist in the 
proper positioning of the resilient member 18 on the housing 
23 during manufacturing of the connector 10. 
The housing 23 can be constructed from any of a number of 

different materials. In some embodiments, the housing 23 can 
be constructed from a relatively rigid material. Such as poly 
carbonate or other polymeric material. The housing 23 and/or 
valve member 16 of this embodiment, or components of other 
embodiments, can also be constructed of a hydrophobic mate 
rial, such as Bayer Makrolon, or any other suitable material. 

Referring now to FIG. 4A, the valve member 16 of the male 
luer 10 is illustrated apart from the other components of the 
connector 10. In some embodiments, the valve member 16 
comprises a fluid passageway 52 of varying diameter extend 
ing from the first end 48 of the valve member 16 to the second 
end 56 thereof, surrounded by additional structures. Near the 
first end 48, the valve member 16 and corresponding section 
of the fluid passageway 52 are relatively wide to accommo 
date a section of standard-diameter medical tubing inserted 
therein. Near the middle of the valve member 16, a tube 40 
Surrounding a portion of the fluid passageway 52 is attached 
to the portion near the first end of the valve member 16. The 
tube is adjacent to two approximately parallel struts 42 along 
at least a portion of the tube 40. The tube 40 can have a 
circular cross-section or other appropriate cross-section. The 
struts 42 are preferably relatively thin and approximately 
planar. A first end of each strut 42 connects to the valve 
member 16 at approximately the middle section of the valve 
member 16, and a second end of each strut extends toward the 
second end 56 of the valve member 16. The second end 56 of 
the valve member 16 preferably extends further than the ends 
of the struts. There is preferably an open space between the 
inner wall of each strut 42 and the outer wall of the tube 40. 
From near the middle of the valve member 16 to the first 

end 48 thereof, the fluid passageway 52 comprises a wider 
region with protrusions 44 along its external Surface. Protru 
sions 44 form two channels 46 (only one is shown in FIG. 4A) 
lengthwise along opposing sides of the body of the valve 
member 16. In some embodiments, the struts 42 are spaced 
circumferentially from the channels 46, as illustrated. 
Near the first end of the valve member 16 and tube 40, a 

circumferential channel 48 may beformed around the perim 
eter of the body of the valve member 16. Raised tabs 49 can be 
formed along the edge of the channel 48 toward the first end 
of the connector, while the raised middle portion of the valve 
member 16 can form the edge of the channel 48 toward the 
second end of the connector. In some embodiments, the raised 
tabs 49 do not extend evenly about the perimeter of the first 
end of the valve member 16, but instead have two larger 
sections that are spaced diametrically from each other. 
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The amount of material necessary to construct the valve 
member 16 can be reduced by indentations made in the outer 
layers of this portion. The tube 40 can have a passage 50 
disposed therethrough. This passage 50 preferably extends 
from a hole 52 at the first end of the valve member 16 to a pair 
of holes 50 (only one shown in FIG. 4A) positioned substan 
tially adjacent to the second end of the valve member 16. In 
the illustrated embodiment, these holes 52 are generally rect 
angular in shape. The region of the tube 40 near the second 
end of the connector can also be formed with only one hole or 
more than two holes, and other shapes for one or more of the 
holes can also be employed. For example, the holes 52 can be 
formed with a tear-drop shape (e.g., narrow on one end and 
wider on an opposite end), which facilitates an injection 
molding process of manufacture. Further, in Some embodi 
ments, the valve member 16 can be constructed without a 
fluid path and function as a blocking plunger for fluid flowing 
around the valve member 16 rather than a means for convey 
ing fluid between the first and second ends of the connector 
10. 
The tube 40 of the valve member 16 comprises, at its 

second end, a flange section 58. The flange section 58 pref 
erably extends further in the radial direction than the adjacent 
portion of the tube 40. In some embodiments, the flange 
section 58 can beformed of the same or substantially the same 
material as the rest of the tube 40. The flange section 58 
preferably tapers from the first end of the valve member 16 
towards the second end of the tube 40. In some embodiments, 
the taper is formed at a 5-degree angle, and has a Substantially 
identical taper to that of the radially inwardly facing surface 
of the shelf 30 of the housing 23. Other amounts of taper, or 
no taper, can also be used. 
The valve member 16, like the housing 23 of FIG.3, may be 

constructed from a number of different materials. Examples 
of Such materials include polycarbonate or other polymeric 
materials. The valve member 16 can be approximately the 
same length or somewhat shorter than the housing 23. For 
example, the length of the valve member 16 can be approxi 
mately 1 inch. In some embodiments, the valve member 16 
can be substantially shorter than the length of the housing 23. 
The valve member 16 can be formed from the same rigid 
materials as the housing 23. In certain applications, for 
example, semi-rigid or even more flexible materials may be 
desirable for use in the valve member 16, and more particu 
larly for the flange section 58 toward the second end of the 
tube 40. 

The valve member 16 can be manufactured through injec 
tion molding. In some embodiments, at least two gates are 
used to facilitate distribution of molten plastic throughout the 
mold. Preferably, one gate can be located along one of the 
sides of the valve member 16 between the end of the struts 42 
towards the first end of the connector and the raised tabs 49 
and another can preferably be located near the holes 52 in the 
valve member 16. The locations of the gates are not fixed, 
however, and other locations on the valve member 16 can be 
used for gates when injection molding the valve member 16. 
Constructing both the housing 23 and the valve member 16 of 
this or other embodiments out of the same material lessens the 
chance of deteriorated performance of the connector 10 due 
to thermal expansion/contraction or chemical interaction 
between the connector 10 and its environment. 

Although the valve member 16 of the illustrated embodi 
ment is configured as shown in FIG. 4A, many other configu 
rations are possible. In some embodiments, the valve member 
16 can be relatively smooth on its external Surface, and can 
principally comprise the tube 40 defining the passage 50. In 
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10 
still other embodiments, different numbers of struts 42 can be 
disposed along the sides of the valve member 16. 
As can be seen in the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4B, 

the raised tabs 150 near the first end of the valve member 16 
can also comprise an external engaging Surface 150. Such as 
a screw thread, for removably attaching a medical implement 
(not shown). Such as a syringe, with the first end of the valve 
member 16. 

In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4C, the channel 48 
additionally can be tapered along the internal surface 182. 
The taper of the channel 48 can result in a decrease in width 
of the channel with a larger size at the first end 180 of the valve 
member 16 and a smaller size towards the second end 184 of 
the valve member. The internal taper of the channel 48 can 
compliment and closely fit with the taper of a male luer. Such 
an internal taper can conform to ANSI standards and/or regu 
lations, such as the standard for medical Syringes. In the 
illustrated embodiment, the tube 40 of the valve member 16 
does not have a flange section 58 that extends radially out 
wardly beyond the wall of the tube 40, as in the embodiment 
of FIG. 4A. Instead, the wall of the tube 40 tapers radially 
inwardly in the region of the second end. The second end 27a 
of the luer tip 22a can have a smaller cross-sectional second 
portion 170 which decreases the likelihood of fluid escaping 
along the internal surface of the second end 27a of the luer tip 
22a. Near the second end 27a of the luer tip 22a, a larger 
cross-sectional region 160 can transition to the Smaller cross 
sectional portion 170 towards the second end of the connector 
in many different ways, such as with an abrupt stair-step 
transition as illustrated in FIG. 4C or with a gradual tapering 
transition, or other transitions. Some sample cross-sectional 
diameters of the opening at the second end 27a of the luer 22a 
include those of about 2 mm or less, including about 0.5 mm, 
0.75 mm, 1.0 mm, 1.25 mm, 1.5 mm, and 1.75 mm. The 
diameters of the opening in the second end 27 a can also be in 
the ranges of 0.4mm-1.8 mm, 0.5 mm-1.5 mm, and 0.5-1.0 
mm. Other diameters, either inside or outside the listed ranges 
can also be used. Additionally, the second end of the valve 
member 16 can be sized appropriately to occupy the space in 
the opening of the second end 27a of the luer 22a. 

Turning now to FIG. 5, the resilient member 18 is discussed 
in greater detail. In the illustrated embodiment, the resilient 
member 18 is formed from two rings 60, 62 separated by two 
elastic members 64. The rings 60, 62 and/or the elastic mem 
bers 64 can be made of a deformable material configured to 
exert a restoring force when stretched. Thus, if the rings 60, 
62 are pulled in opposing directions, the elastic members 64 
function to restore the rings 60, 62 to their unextended con 
figuration. 
The elastic members 64 can be constructed from a number 

of elastic materials. In some embodiments, the elastic mem 
bers 64 are made from a silicon rubber elastic material. In 
other embodiments, the elastic members 64 can be made from 
a shape-memory material. In still other embodiments, the 
elastic members 64 and/or the resilient member 18 can com 
prise springs or other structures capable of exerting a restor 
ing force. 
The rings 60, 62 can also be constructed from a number of 

materials. In some embodiments, the rings 60, 62 are con 
structed from the same deformable elastic material that com 
prises the elastic members 64. Thus, the rings 60, 62 can be 
stretched into a diameter to extend around the appropriate 
portion of the housing 23 to which each respective ring 60, 62 
is attached. The resilience of the rings 60, 62 can function to 
effectively hold each ring 60, 62 in place on the housing 23. In 
other embodiments, the rings 60, 62 can be constructed from 
rigid or semi-rigid materials, and can, for example, comprise 
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half-circles that can be Snapped into and out of position. In 
some embodiments, the resilient member 18 can be integrated 
into the valve member 16 or housing 23. 

Turing now to FIG. 6, the sealing portion 20 is described in 
greater detail. In some embodiments, the sealing portion 20 is 
substantially cylindrical and has a bore 66 extending there 
through. In some embodiments, the sealing portion 20 further 
comprises a pair of generally rectangular protrusions 68 
extending from the sidewalls of the cylindrical portion at 
diametrically opposed positions. The protrusions 68 can have 
different shapes and/or positions. The sealing portion 20 can 
also have a generally smaller-diameter middle portion 67 
surrounded by two rings 69 at either end with larger diam 
eters. 

The sealing portion 20 can be constructed from a number of 
different materials. In some embodiments, the sealing portion 
20 is made from a silicon-based deformable material 70. 
Silicon-based deformable materials are among those that 
form fluid-tight closures with plastics and other rigid poly 
meric materials. The sealing portion 20 can be made from the 
same material as the resilient member 18. 

In FIG. 7, certain components of the male luer 10 of an 
embodiment are shown. As illustrated, the housing 23 is 
omitted. The valve member 16, the resilient member 18, and 
the sealing portion 20 are shown in their respective assembled 
locations. 

Certain interconnections between the various portions of 
the male luer 10 will now be discussed in further detail. As 
shown, the smaller ring 62 of the resilient member 18 fits 
within the circumferential channel 54 of the valve member 
16. In some embodiments, the smaller ring 62 can be 
stretched until it has a larger inner diameter than the raised 
tabs 49 at the first end of the valve member 16. Once the small 
ring 62 has been advanced into position about the circular 
channel 54, it can be released, so that it wraps tightly about the 
circular channel 54, as shown. 
The larger ring 60 of the resilient member 18 extends 

around the middle portion 32 of the housing 23 (as shown in 
FIG. 2), and can be stretched and positioned in a manner 
similar to that described above with respect to the small ring 
62. The elastic members 64 of the resilient member 18 can 
then extend between the small ring 62 and the larger ring 60 
of the resilient member 18 and preferably extend along and 
within the channels 46 in the valve member 16. Once located 
within these channels, the elastic members 64 are, in effect, 
trapped by the protrusions 44 along the channel outer walls. 
As seen in FIG. 2, the elastic members 64 can also extend 
along the gaps 38 in the upper housing 34 of the housing 23. 
The gaps 38 are generally located above the channels 46 in the 
illustrated embodiment. The resilient member 18 thereby pro 
vides an elastic connection between the housing 23 and valve 
member 16, pulling the valve member 16 into engagement 
with the housing 23. 

The sealing portion 20, which is partially hidden by the 
resilient member 18 in FIG. 7, preferably fits snugly around 
the tube 40 and lies in between the struts 42 of the valve 
member 16. 

FIG. 8 illustrates a cross-section of the male luer of the 
present embodiment adjacent an exemplary female connector 
92. In this cross-sectional view, the interconnections and 
interactions between the housing 23, valve member 16 and 
sealing portion 20 can be seen in greater detail. The valve 
member 16 is configured to be positioned within the housing 
23. As illustrated, the tube 40 of the valve member 16 can be 
inserted into and through the lumen 28. Meanwhile, the struts 
42 are configured to pass through corresponding slots that 
extend lengthwise through the middle portion32 of the hous 
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ing 23. In an assembled configuration, the struts 42 are adja 
cent to the tip 22 along two sides, and the tube 40 is at least 
partially contained within the tip 22. The protrusions 44 are 
captured within the gaps 38 formed in the upper housing 34 of 
the housing 23. 
A closing mechanism 56 is adapted to close the fluid pas 

sage extending through the closable male luer 10 from fluid 
communication with the external environment, preferably 
whenever the male luer 10 is not engaged with the female 
connector 92. In the illustrated embodiment, the fluid pas 
sageway 52 comprises the lumen 28 as well as the passage 54 
of the valve member 16. The closing mechanism 56 of the 
illustrated embodiment comprises both the flange section 58 
of the tube 40 and the internal taper of the raised portion 29 of 
the lumen 28. As these two Surfaces contact, they can form a 
closure at or near the second end 20 of the male luer 10. 
The Substantially matched internal tapering Surfaces of the 

raised portion 58 of the tube 40 and the raised portion 29 of the 
lumen 28 assist in providing closure of the female connector 
92. Preferably a relatively fluid-tight closure is formed. The 
engagement between the raised portions 29 and 58 can also be 
created in a number of other ways. In some embodiments, the 
material of the flange section 58 and the material of the raised 
portion 29 of the lumen 28 are configured to fit closely 
together, and are made of sufficiently compatible materials, to 
form a fluid-tight closure. In other embodiments, the flange 
section 58, and/or additional portions of the valve member 16, 
can be constructed from a deformable material that more 
closely follows the contours of the internal surface of the 
lumen 28, and the lumen 28 need not have a taper. The sealing 
portion 20 is configured, in some embodiments, to prevent 
fluid from escaping from within the male luer connector 10. 
When the valve member 16 engages the housing 23, the 
sealing portion 20 sits between the middle portion 32 of the 
housing 23 and the tube 40. When fluid flows within the 
lumen 28 of the housing 23 and along the outer surface of the 
tube 40, the fluid is prevented from flowing past the middle 
portion 32 by the sealing portion 20, and more particularly by 
the rings 69 at either end of the sealing portion 20. 
The sealing portion 20 is preferably held in position 

between the housing 23 and valve member 16 by the protru 
sions 68 (see FIG. 6) configured to fit within the holes 36 in 
the middle portion 32 of the housing 23. The protrusions 68 
help to maintain the sealing portion 20 in proper alignment. 

With reference to the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 8, the 
structure of an exemplary female connector 92 will now be 
discussed in further detail. The female connector 92 can com 
prise an elongate body 72 having a fluid passageway 74 
therethrough, and the female connector 92 can have a tip 76 
near its distal end. In some embodiments, the tip. 76 of the 
female connector 92 has a radially extending surface 78 dis 
posed on its external surface. The female connector 92 can 
have a fluid conduit positioned within the female connector 
92. The fluid conduit is not included or required in all female 
connectors compatible with the connectors 10 disclosed 
herein. Along a proximal inner surface 80 of the female con 
nector 92, the fluid passageway 74 is preferably tapered such 
that the diameter of the fluid passageway 74 decreases in the 
distal direction. 
As shown in FIG. 8, the housing 23, the valve member 16, 

the resilient member 18, and the sealing portion 20 are in an 
assembled configuration, in which the closing mechanism 56 
forms a closing engagement between the flange section 58 
and the interior of the lumen 28. In addition, the sealing 
portion 20 is in closing engagement between the valve mem 
ber 16 and the housing 23. Fluid from the passage 50 can flow 
through the windows 54 of the tube 40 of the valve member 
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16. In this position, the windows 54 communicate with the 
interior of the tip 22, but not yet with the external environ 
ment. The lumen 28 is closed at its second end by the closing 
mechanism 56 and at its first end by the sealing portion 20. 
As shown in FIG. 8, the struts 42 of the valve member 16 

extend through slots in the housing 23 such that their ends 
extend to positions near the end of the shroud 24 toward the 
second end of the connector. These struts 42 are configured to 
engage the proximal ends 84 of the female connector 92 as the 
female connector 92 advances into engagement with the clos 
able male luer 10. 

In FIG. 8, the male and female luers are shown in an 
unengaged configuration. To engage the male luer 10 and 
female connector 92, the radially extending surface 78 of the 
female connector 92 are screwed into the inner threads 26 of 
the male luer 10. 
As shown in FIG. 9, the two luers can be threadedly 

engaged towards one another until the taper of the inner 
surface 80 of the female connector 92 lies adjacent the cor 
respondingly tapered external Surface of the tip 22. In other 
embodiments, the two luers can be threadedly engaged until 
the second end of the tip 22 forms a closure with a corre 
sponding surface (not shown) of the female connector 92. 
As the male luer connector 10 and female connector 92 

move towards each other into threaded engagement, the 
proximal end 84 of the tip of the female connector 92 contacts 
the struts 42 of the valve member 16. As the male luer con 
nector 10 and female connector 92 move further into threaded 
engagement, the struts 42, and thereby the valve member 16, 
are moved in the direction of the first end of the male connec 
tor by the female connector 92, displacing the valve member 
16 relative to the housing 23. Thus, the flange section 58 
moves from the second end of the tip 22 of the housing 23 
towards the first end of the male connector. As these two 
tapered Surfaces separate, a space forms between the valve 
member 16 and the housing 23 and fluid is allowed to pass 
through the hole 30 into the fluid passageway 74 of the female 
connector 92, or vice versa. When used with some embodi 
ments of the female connector 92, an internal fluid conduit 
contacts the second end of the valve member 16 before the 
housing of the female connector 92 contacts the struts 42 to 
open the male connector 10. In some embodiments, the clo 
sure remains intact until the inner surface 80 of the tip of the 
female connector 92 has formed a closing engagement with 
the outer surface of the tip 22 of the male luer 10. Thus, the 
passage 50 of the male luer 10 need not be in fluid commu 
nication with the external environment. 
As the valve member 16 moves relative to the housing 23, 

the elastic members 64 (not shown in FIG. 9) of the resilient 
member 18 distend and exert a restoring force. As long as the 
female connector 92 engages the male luer 10, this restoring 
force can be resisted by the radially extending surface 78 of 
the female connector 92 contacting the inner threads 26 of the 
housing 23. However, when the female connector 92 is with 
drawn from the male luer 10, the resilient member 18 returns 
the valve element of the valve member 16 to closing engage 
ment with the lumen 28. 

Despite the relative movement between the housing 23 and 
the valve member 16, the sealing portion 20 preferably main 
tains a fluid barrier between the outer surface of the tube 40 
and the inner surface of the lumen 28. In some embodiments, 
the position of the sealing portion 20 is maintained by the 
protrusions 68. In other embodiments, the sealing portion 20 
can be positioned by gluing the outer Surface of the deform 
able material 70 to the inner surface of the lumen 28 of the 
housing 23. Other means of fixing the sealing portion 20 can 
also be used. 
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As shown in FIG. 9, in the opened configuration, the fluid 

passageway 74 of the female connector 92 can fluidly com 
municate with the passage 50 of the valve member 16. Fluid 
can thereby flow from tubing 13 attached to the male luer 10, 
into the passage 50 of the valve member 16, through the 
windows 54 into the lumen 28, out from the lumen 28 through 
the hole 30 at the second end of the tip 22 into the fluid 
passageway 74 of the female connector 92, and vice versa. 
Fluid is prevented from escaping the male luer 10 through the 
gap between the housing 23 and valve member 16 by the 
sealing portion 20. A fluid-tight closure can also be formed 
between corresponding tapers of the tip 22 of the housing 23 
and the inner surface 80 of the female connector 92. 

Turning to FIG. 10, the connector 10 is displayed adjacent 
to a closeable female luer connector 210. In the sample 
embodiment illustrated here, the closeable female luer con 
nector 210 comprises an outer housing 213, a Void space 212, 
a fluid passageway 218, a fluid conduit 216 with one or more 
holes 215, a compressible seal element 214 with a proximal 
Surface 217, and a threaded engagement region 211. The 
closeable female connector 210 is positioned with its proxi 
mal end adjacent the second end 56 of the male connector 10. 
The threaded engagement region 211 of the closeable female 
connector 210 can conform to standard sizing for luer con 
nectors, such as those that meet ANSI standards. The com 
pressible seal element 214 can be composed of water-imper 
meable, resilient material which can reduce in size when a 
force is exerted upon it. The fluid conduit 216 can be com 
posed of a rigid material. Such as polycarbonate plastic, 
which is capable of resisting deformation when a force suf 
ficient to compress the seal element 214 is exerted upon the 
closeable female connector 210. The fluid passageway 218 
can place the fluid conduit 216 in fluid communication with 
the second end 219 of the closeable female connector 210. At 
least one hole 215 in the fluid conduit 216 can be sealed by the 
compressible seal element 214 to prevent the fluid passage 
way 218 from being in fluid communication with the void 
space 212 between the compressible seal element 214 and the 
inner wall of the housing 213 and/or with the exterior of the 
housing 213. The hole or holes 215 can be sized appropriately 
Small enough to permit fluid to pass between the fluid pas 
sageway 218 and the Void space 212 at an appropriate flow 
rate. One such size for the hole or holes 215 is approximately 
one millimeter in diameter, although irregular shapes and 
other sizes can be used. Holes of at least about 1 mm or 
approximately 1 mm-3 mm, or less than about 1 mm can also 
be used. The connector 10 can be engaged with a tubing 13 
containing a fluid. 

With reference to FIG. 11, the connector 10 can be thread 
edly engaged with the closeable female connector 210. The 
threaded region 211 of the closeable female connector 210 
can engage with the inner threads 26 of the male connector 10 
to engage the connectors 10, 210, as illustrated. In the illus 
trated engagement, the luer tip 22 advances into the closeable 
female connector 210 by compressing the compressible seal 
element 214. As can be seen, the luer tip 22 contacts the 
compressible seal element 214 on the proximal surface 217 of 
the compressible seal element 214. The force exerted to 
engage the connectors 10, 210 and engage the threaded 
regions 26, 211 is sufficient to compress the seal element 214 
to expose the holes 215 in the fluid conduit 216. With the seal 
element 214 compressed, the fluid passageway 218 is in fluid 
communication with the interior space of the luer tip 22. 
As the luer tip 22 advances further into the closeable 

female connector 210, the fluid conduit 216 contacts the end 
of the valve member 16 towards the second end of the male 
connector. The valve member 16 is displaced towards the first 
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end of the male connector by the contact and continued 
advancement of the luer tip 22. The resilient member 18 
exerts a closing force in a direction towards the second end of 
the male connector on the valve member 16. As a result, the 
tip of the valve member 16 towards the second end of the male 
connector generally maintains contact with the fluid conduit 
216 throughout the engagement. As the valve member is 
moved in a direction towards the first end of the male con 
nector, the flange section 58 of the valve member 16 separates 
from the interior surface of the housing 23 through which the 
hole 30 passes. As a result, the windows 54 are opened to fluid 
communication with the closeable female connector 210. The 
compressed seal element 214 inhibits fluid flow into the inte 
rior of the closeable female connector 210 beyond the luer tip 
22. In this configuration, fluid can flow from the tubing 13 at 
the end of the valve member 16 toward the second end of the 
male connector and into the tube 40 through the windows 54 
into the interior of the lumen 28, out the hole 30 in the luer tip 
22, into the interior of the outer housing 213 of the closeable 
female connector 210, in the holes 215 of the fluid conduit 
216 and into the fluid channel 217 in the interior of the fluid 
conduit 216. Thus, the second end of the connector 210 is 
placed in fluid communication with the proximal end 219 of 
the closeable female connector 210. Additionally, the sealing 
portion 20 preferably maintains a fluid barrier between the 
outer surface of the tube 40 and the inner surface of the lumen 
28, confining the flow of fluid towards the closeable female 
connector 210. When the surface of the valve member 
towards the second end of the connector is directly contacted 
by a female connector member such as the fluid conduit 216, 
the struts 42 may not be engaged by the female connector. 

The connectors 10, 210 can be threadedly disengaged. 
During engagement, the force exerted by the resilient mem 
ber 18 can return the connector 10 to its pre-engaged state by 
directing the valve member 16 to engage the flange section 58 
of the end of the valve member 16 toward the second end of 
the male connector with the internal surface of the luer tip 22. 
Likewise, the resilient material of which the compressible 
seal is composed can return to its shape in the closed position 
and the proximal surface 217 can seal the proximal tip of the 
closeable female connector 210. 

Referring now to FIG. 12, the connector 10 can be engaged 
with a syringe 250. In FIG. 12, the syringe 250 and connector 
10 are displayed adjacent to each other. The Syringe can 
comprise a male luer connector 252, a plunger 258, a reser 
voir 260, and convenient finger anchors 262. The luer con 
nector 252 can further comprise an internally threaded shroud 
254 and a syringe luer tip 256. In the illustrated embodiment 
of the connector 10, a threaded surface 150 is disposed on the 
outside surface of the first end of the valve member 16. 

With reference now to FIG. 13, the connector 10 can be 
threadedly engaged with the syringe 250. The shroud 254 can 
engage with the end 16 of the valve member toward the first 
end of the connector to connect the connector 10 to the 
syringe 250. The reservoir 260 of the syringe 250 can be 
placed in fluid communication with the tube 40 interior to the 
valve member 16. 

Turning to FIG. 14, the engagement illustrated in FIG. 13 is 
shown in a cross-sectional view. The syringe 250 is thread 
edly engaged with the connector 10 by the engagement 
between the shroud 254 and the threaded Surface 150 of the 
valve member 16. The luer tip 252 of the syringe 250 is 
extended into the tube 40 of the valve member 16. The reser 
voir 260 of the syringe, shown here with a fluid in the reser 
voir 260, is in fluid communication with the interior of the 
valve member 16. The fluid can pass through the tube 40 and 
towards the luer tip 22 of the connector 10. In the illustrated 
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embodiment, the fluid cannot exit the connector 10 out its 
male luer tip 22 because the flange section 58 is in contact 
with the interior surface of the lumen 28. Accordingly, the 
hole 30 in the tip of the housing 23 towards the second end of 
the connector is blocked by the valve member 16. In order for 
the syringe 250 and connector 10 to transition from the stage 
shown in FIG. 12 to the stage shown in FIG. 14, the valve 
member 16 may need to be temporarily opened to release air 
(as described in more detail below). 

Referring to FIG. 15, the connector 10 is shown adjacent to 
and between a syringe 250 and a hypodermic needle with 
sheath 270. The syringe 250, like that of FIG. 12, can com 
prise a male luer connector 252, a plunger 258, a reservoir 
260, and convenient finger anchors 262. The luer connector 
252 can further comprise an internally threaded shroud 254 
and a syringe luer tip 256. The needle with sheath 270 can 
comprise a housing 266 with raised tabs 264 on the engage 
ment end and a needle 268. 
With reference to FIG. 16, the connector 10 is shown 

threadedly engaged with both the syringe 250 and needle with 
sheath 270. The threaded Surface 150 of the valve member 16 
of the connector 10 can engage with the threaded shroud 154 
of the syringe 250. Accordingly, the luer tip 256 can protrude 
into the tube 40 of the valve member 16. Similarly, the raised 
tabs 264 can engage with the inner threads 26 of the shroud 24 
of the connector 10. The luer tip 22 of the connector 10 can 
protrude into the housing 266 of the needle sheath. 

In FIG. 17, the engagement shown in FIG. 16 is illustrated 
in a cross-sectional view. The connector 10 is engaged by a 
syringe 250 and a needle with a sheath 270. The syringe 250 
is threadedly engaged with the threaded surface 150 of the 
valve member 16 of the connector 10. The needle with sheath 
270 is threadedly engaged with the inner threads 26 of the 
shroud 24. 
The luer tip 256 of the syringe 250 protrudes into the tube 

40 of the valve member 16. The reservoir 260 of the syringe 
250 is in fluid communication with the tube 40 of the valve 
member 16 through the luer tip 256. 
The connector 10 is engaged with the needle with a sheath 

270. The housing 266 of the needle with sheath 270 has raised 
tabs 264 near its proximal end. The raised tabs 264 threadedly 
engage the inner threads 26 of the shroud 24 of the connector 
10. As the luer tip 22 advances into the housing 266 of the 
needle 268, the proximal end of the housing 266 can contact 
the struts 42 of the valve member 16. When the needle with 
sheath 270 is fully engaged with the connector 10, the valve 
member 16 has been displaced a distance which separates the 
flange section 58 from the tapered interior wall of the lumen 
28 sufficiently to permit fluid to flow out the windows 54 of 
the valve portion 16. The fluid can then flow out the hole 30 in 
the end of the luer tip 22 and into the housing 266 of the needle 
with sheath 270. The hollow needle 268 permits the fluid to 
flow from within the housing 266 out the distal tip of the 
needle 268. The sealing portion 20 preferably maintains a 
fluid barrier between the outer surface of the tube 40 and the 
inner surface of the lumen 28, confining the fluid in the lumen 
and the direction of flow toward the hole 30 in the luer tip 22. 
Thus, at this stage, the Syringe 250 is in fluid communication 
with the distal tip of the needle 268. As was previously illus 
trated in FIGS. 13 and 14, in some embodiments, the connec 
tor 10 will generally not permit fluid to flow out of the syringe 
250 without a component engaged with the second end 14 of 
the connector 10. The component illustrated in FIGS. 15-17 is 
a needle with a sheath 270; however, other components, such 
as those which permit fluid flow and possess a female luer 
engagement portion, can also be used. 
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FIG. 18A displays a perspective view of another embodi 
ment of a closeable male luer. The rotatable connector 300 is 
comprised of a housing 310, an internal passageway 322 and 
a seal element 330. The housing is further comprised of a luer 
tip 312, a luer receiver 316 at the first end of the connector 
300, an engagement portion 318, a manipulation portion320, 
and a raised portion 340. The seal element 330 can have an 
opening 350 along its face 314 in a transverse direction. The 
internal passageway 322 can extend from the luer receiver 
316 to the luer tip 312. The housing 310 can be composed of 
a water-impermeable material. Such as a polycarbonate plas 
tic. The housing 310 can also be composed of a hydrophobic 
plastic. Other examples of materials suitable for construction 
of the housing 310 are glassed-filled GE Valox 420 or 
polypropylene. Depending on the application, many other 
materials can also be used. 
The housing 310 illustrated is configured to receive a male 

luer tip at the luer receiver 316 by threadedly engaging the 
male luer at its engagement portion 318. The receiver 316 can 
conform to ANSI standards for aluer receiver. The illustrated 
manipulation portion 320 has two tabs extending radially 
from the central axis of the housing 310. The manipulation 
portion 320 is configured to aid the user in grasping and 
rotating the connector 300. 
The housing 310 illustrated is also constructed to provide a 

closeable male luer at its second end. The luer tip 312 at the 
second end can be constructed to ANSI standards for a male 
luer tip. The luer tip joins the main body of the housing 310 at 
the raised portion 340. The raised portion 340 is constructed 
to inhibit the luer tip 312 from advancing too far into a luer 
receiver. The housing 310 can also have a recessed portion 
342 behind the raised portion 340. The luer tip 312 can also 
have a seal element 330 which has a face 314 towards the 
second end of the connector. The seal element 330 can be any 
water-impermeable, resilient material, including without 
limitation, silicone. The selection of the material for con 
struction of the seal can be accomplished by one skilled in the 
art. The luer tip 312 can taper smaller in a direction from the 
raised portion 340 as it approaches its second end. 
The seal element 330 can also have an opening 350 in the 

face 314 toward the second end of the connector prior to 
engagement with any other component. The opening 350 can 
be a slit in a transverse direction to the longitudinal axis of the 
housing 310. The opening 350 can be centered across the face 
314, or located in another position on the face 314. The seal 
element 330 can cover the entire second end of the luer tip 
312, or only a portion thereof. The seal element 330 can be 
attached to the housing by an overmolding process, among 
other attachment methods. In Such an overmolding process, 
the housing 310 can be formed by injection molding in a first 
step, and then in a second step, the housing 310 can be 
re-inserted into a mold (or remain in a mold) and an appro 
priately sized molding pin (not shown) can be inserted 
through a wider end of the housing 310, such as the second 
end. Silicone material can then be injected into the mold to 
form the seal element 330. In other embodiments, the seal 
element 330 can be glued or otherwise adhered into the hous 
ing 310. 
As can be seen from the illustrated embodiment in FIG. 

18A, the seal element 330 can inhibit fluid from flowing 
through the housing 310 when the luer tip 312 is not engaged 
with another component. Thus, when a fluid-containing com 
ponent (not shown) with a male luer connector is connected to 
the luer receiver 316, the connector 300 can be used to control 
flow of fluid through its luer tip 312. For example, when a 
fluid-containing component such as a syringe is engaged with 
the connector 300, fluid is permitted to fill the housing 310 of 
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the connector 300 by flowing through the internal passage 
way 322, but the seal element 330 can substantially inhibit 
flow of fluid out the luer tip 312. If the interior space of the 
housing is filled with air or another gas before the fluid enters, 
the connector 300 may need to be opened to allow the air or 
other gas to escape before the fluid can enter. In some embodi 
ments, as described in detail below, the internal surface of the 
seal element 330 can be adapted to increase the resistance 
against the widening of the opening 350, which could allow 
fluid to escape when the fluid (not shown) exerts a pressure 
against the seal element 330 from the internal passageway 
322. Thus, the connector 300 inhibits flow of fluid from a 
fluid-bearing component when the connector 300 is attached 
to the male luer of the fluid-bearing component without 
another component connected to the luer tip 312 of the con 
nector 300. 

In some modes of use, the opening 350 on the face 314 of 
the seal element 330, normally closed in the position shown, 
can be opened when the luer tip 312 comes in contact with a 
Suitable female connector, such as a ClaveR connector Sold 
by ICU Medical, San Clemente, Calif. An illustrated engage 
ment of this configuration is discussed in detail below. The 
engagement can be achieved in many other ways, and with 
many other structures, including connectors other than the 
Clave connector. 

FIG. 18B is a cross-sectional view of the connector 300 
illustrated in FIG. 18A. The connector 300 can have an inter 
nal passageway 322 which connects the luer receiver 316 to 
the luer tip 312. The engagement portion 318 can be config 
ured to receive an internally threaded shroud of a male luer 
connector (see FIG. 19). The manipulating portion 320 can 
extend radially away from the internal passageway 322, as 
shown. The seal element 330 can extendalong at least part of 
the internal passageway 322, and can be disposed across at 
least part of the second end of the connector 300. The seal 
element 330 can extend beyond the end of the luer tip 312. 
The seal element 330 can have a cross-sectional area approxi 
mately equal to the housing 310 at the end of the luer tip 312. 
In those embodiments where the luer tip 312 and seal element 
330 are generally circular, the outside diameter of the seal 
element 330 can be equal to the outside diameter of the luer 
tip 312. The seal element 330 is not confined to a circular 
shape (nor are any other structures disclosed herein), and 
other shapes can be used. In other embodiments, the seal 
element 330 does not extend beyond the end of the housing 
310 towards the second end of the connector 300, but can have 
a maximum outer dimension equal to that of the inner dimen 
sion of the luer tip 312. The seal element 330 can have a 
closing portion 324. The closing portion 324 can permit fluid 
flow through the seal element 330 of the connector 300, but is 
biased to generally close the opening 350 in the seal element 
330. The structure of the closing portion 324 can be adapted 
to resist permitting fluid (not shown) from exiting the opening 
350 when the luer tip 312 is not engaged with another com 
ponent, as described in further detail below. 
As can be seen in FIG. 18C, which is a detail of the 

cross-sectional view presented in FIG. 18B, the seal element 
330 can comprise the entire face of the second end of the 
connector 300. In other embodiments, the seal element 330 
may not extend beyond the housing 300. The internal pas 
sageway 322 can extend to the seal at the second end of the 
connector 300. 

FIG. 19 illustrates a perspective view of the connector 300 
adjacent a syringe 360. AS in previous descriptions, the 
Syringe can comprise a male luer connector 362, a fluid res 
ervoir 370, a plunger 374, and finger anchors 372. The luer 
receiver 316 of the connector 300, which can be of appropri 
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ate size and shape to engage with standard luer connectors, is 
positioned to receive the luer tip. 364 of the syringe 360. The 
internal threads 368 of the shroud 364 of the syringe 360 are 
properly aligned to threadedly connect with the engagement 
portion 318. In this way, the receiver 316 can engage the luer 
connector 362 and connect the connector 300 to the syringe 
360. Before engagement of the syringe 360 with the connec 
tor 300, the fluid within the reservoir 370 is not inhibited from 
exiting the luer tip. 364 by any physical component. 

Referring now to FIG. 20, a perspective view of the con 
nector 300 threadedly connected to a syringe 360 is shown. 
The connector 300 can be connected to the syringe 360, or 
other medical implement, by many other means, such as glue, 
adhesive, solvent, ultrasonic welding, epoxy, interference 
fits, mechanical connections, and/or unitary constructions. 
The receiver 316 (not shown) contains at least part of the luer 
tip. 364 of the syringe 360. The luer tip 364 extends at least 
partially into the internal passageway 322. The threaded 
engagement portion 318 is engaged with the internal threads 
368 of the shroud 364 of the syringe 360. Fluid from the 
reservoir 370 can then flow freely within the housing 310 of 
the connector 300, by way of the internal passageway 322. If 
the interior space of the housing is filled with air or another 
gas before the fluid enters, the connector 300 can be opened to 
allow the air or other gas to escape before the fluid can enter. 
In some cases, the housing 310 of the connector 300 may be 
filled with a gas, such as air. Before the fluid enters the 
housing 310, the connector may need to be opened to allow 
the gas to escape before the fluid can flow. The seal element 
330 inhibits fluid from leaving the connector 300. The luer tip 
312 of the connector 300 can be used to connect the connec 
tor-syringe 300, 360 combination to other components for 
controlled fluid transfer. The connector 300 can also be 
formed integrally with the syringe 360 (not shown), such that 
the housing 310 of the connector is formed by the fluid 
delivery end of the Syringe. During use of this combination 
connector-syringe, the male luer tip 312 of the connector 300 
can, in effect, replace the luer tip. 364 of the syringe for 
connection purposes. 

Certain medications, such as chemotherapy medications, 
are contact toxins, and avoiding exposure to the skin is desir 
able. Such medications are often stored in a syringe with a 
hypodermic needle, such as depicted in FIGS. 15 and 16. 
Under certain conditions, without the use of a closeable male 
luer connector, it can be possible for the toxic fluid to flow out 
of the syringe. Even if steps are taken to avoid accidental fluid 
flow, such as orienting the Syringe with attached needle Such 
that gravity aids the retention of the medication within the 
Syringe, the medication can also vaporize and seep out of the 
hypodermic needle in a gaseous state. The use of a closeable 
male luer between the syringe and hypodermic needle inhib 
its the uncontrolled flow of medication, in both liquid and 
gaseous states. Accordingly, risk of accidental exposure to 
Such toxic medications is minimized. 

Referring now to FIG. 21, the closeable male luer connec 
tor 300 is illustrated in another embodiment, wherein an 
internally threaded shroud 380 is disposed on the housing 
310. The shroud 380 at least partially or entirely encircles the 
housing 310 at approximately the recessed portion 342 (vis 
ible in FIG. 18A). In some embodiments, the shroud 380 is 
not attached to the connector 300, and instead can rotate 
freely about the longitudinal axis of the connector 300. The 
raised portion 340 (visible in FIG. 18A) can inhibit the move 
ment of the shroud 380 towards the luer tip 312 of the con 
nector 300. Additionally, the manipulation portion320 of the 
connector 300 can inhibit the movement of the shroud 380 
towards the luer receiver 316. The shroud 380 can be threaded 
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consistent with ANSI specifications for luer connectors. The 
shroud 380 can assist the luer tip 312 in forming a connection 
between the connector 300 and other components (not 
shown). 
With reference now to FIG. 22A, the cross-section of a 

closeable male luer connector 400 with a continuously taper 
ing internal passageway 402 is illustrated. The housing's 404 
tapering internal passageway 402 permits for varied injection 
molding techniques of manufacture. For example, if the taper 
is wider at an end with a luer receiver 406, a molding pin can 
be tapered in a corresponding manner to closely fit against the 
wall of the internal passageway 402, producing a seal 408 that 
is shorter than the seal illustrated in FIG. 18B. 

With reference to FIG. 22B, the seal 408 in the illustrated 
embodiment has a closing portion 412 similar to that of the 
closing portion 324 in FIG. 18B. In addition, the internal 
surface of the seal 408 can be adapted to increase resistance 
against permitting fluid from exiting the opening 410 when a 
fluid (not shown) in the internal passageway 402 exerts a 
pressure against the seal 408. The internal surface of the 
closing portion 412 can include slanted Surfaces against 
which Such fluid presses to urge the opening 410 more tightly 
closed. 

Turning to FIG.23A, a side view of another embodiment of 
the connector 400 of FIG. 22A is displayed. An internally 
threaded shroud 420 is disposed about the outer surface of the 
housing 404. 
As can be seen in FIG. 23B, the housing 404 can have a 

raised portion 424 which inhibits axial movement of the 
shroud 420 toward the luer tip 416. The housing 404 can also 
have a manipulation portion 418 which extends radially out 
wardly from the longitudinal axis of the connector 400. The 
housing 404 also has an internal passageway 428 extending 
from the luer receiver 414 to the seal element 430. The 
manipulation portion 418 can inhibit movement of the shroud 
towards the luer receiver 414 of the connector 400. The 
manipulation portion can also be a convenient place for the 
user to place his or her fingers while turning the connector 
400. Additionally, there can be a recessed portion 426 of the 
connector 400. The recessed portion 426 can be a portion of 
the connector 400 with a smallerouter diameter than the outer 
diameter of the raised portion 424 or the manipulation portion 
418. The shroud 420 can be disposed on the connector 400 
such that a narrow portion of the shroud 420 encircles the 
connector 400 about the recessed portion 426. The shroud 
420 can be unaffixed to the housing 404 and thus free to rotate. 
The internal threads 422 of the shroud can conform to ANSI 
standards for luer connectors, allowing the shroud to assist 
the luer tip 416 in engaging the female connector of another 
component (not shown). 

FIG. 23C depicts the closeable male luer connector 400 of 
FIG. 23B in the proximity to a suitable female connector 450, 
such as a ClaveR connector sold by ICU Medical, San Clem 
ente, Calif. The female connector 450 is similar to that illus 
trated in FIG. 10. 

FIG. 23D illustrates an engagement between the male luer 
connector 400 and female connector 450. The internal threads 
of the shroud 420 can engage with a threaded region 451 of 
the female connector 450. The luer tip 416 of the male luer 
connector 400 can advance into the female connector 450 by 
compressing a compressible seal 454. As the male connector 
400 advances, a stationary fluid conduit 456 of the female 
connector 450 can penetrate the opening 448 in the seal 
element 430 of male connector 400. The fluid conduit 456 can 
advance far enough into the male connector 400 that the holes 
455 advance into the internal passageway 428 of the male 
connector 400. Once the holes 455 of the female connector 
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450 are disposed within the internal passageway 428 of the 
male connector, fluid can flow from the luer receiver 414 of 
the male connector 400 through the internal passageway 428 
of the male connector 400 to the holes 455 of the fluid conduit 
456 of the female connector 450. The fluid can then flow 
through the holes 455 and into a fluid conduit 458 of the 
female connector 450. Thus, fluid can flow from the first end 
of the male connector 400 to the distal end of the female 
connector 450 when the two are engaged. When the connec 
tors 400, 450 are disengaged, the fluid conduit 456 withdraws 
from the internal passageway 428 and the seal element 430 
closes, thereby inhibiting fluid flow through the male connec 
tor 400. Additionally, the compressible seal 411 of the female 
connector 450 returns to its original position, and inhibits 
flow through the holes 455 in the fluid conduit 456. 

With reference now to FIG. 24A, a closeable male luer 
connector 500 is displayed in a perspective view. The con 
nector 500 has a housing 510 and a seal 514. The housing is 
comprised of a manipulation portion 512. In this exemplary 
illustration, the manipulation portion 512 includes wings 516. 
The wings 516 are adapted to provide a place for the user to 
grasp and rotate the housing 510 of the connector 500. 

Referring now to FIG.24B, the connector 500 of FIG.23A 
is shown in cross-section. The wings 516 are shown as 
extending outward from the longitudinal axis of the connector 
500 and towards the luer receiver 518 of the connector. The 
internal passageway 520 of the housing 510 has a continual 
taper, as described in the embodiment of the connector 400 in 
FIG.22A 

Turning to FIG. 25A, a side view of a closeable male luer 
connector 600 is illustrated. The connector 600 has a housing 
610, a seal element 614, and a shroud 620. The housing 
comprises an internal passageway 640, a luer tip 612, and a 
manipulation portion 616. The manipulation portion can be 
constructed to comprise two wings 630, as described in FIG. 
24A. The shroud can have internal threading 622, and such 
threading can be constructed to comply with ANSI specifica 
tions for luer connectors. The seal element 614 can be biased 
closed when not engaged. 

With reference now to FIG. 25B, a cross-sectional view of 
the connector 600 from FIG. 25A is displayed. The shroud 
620 can encircle the housing 610 at a recessed portion 652 of 
the housing 610. A raised portion 650 can inhibit motion of 
the shroud 620 in the direction of the second end of the 
connector 600 while the manipulation portion 616 can inhibit 
motion of the shroud in the direction of the first end of the 
connector 600. The internal threading 622 of the shroud 620 
can be used to engage other components (not shown) when 
used in conjunction with the luer tip 612. The continuously 
tapering internal passageway 640 has characteristics that 
assist in injection molding as discussed with regard to FIG. 
22A. 

Referring to FIG. 26A, a perspective view of a closeable 
male luer assembly 725 comprising a closeable male luer 700 
and a flexibly connected female luer connector 750 is dis 
played. The closeable male luer 700 can embody any number 
of the aspects and features described in this application. The 
female luer connector 750 is adapted to receive a standard 
male luer connector (not shown). The female luer connector 
750 is located adjacent the male luer connector 700 and 
flexibly connected to it. The female luer connector 750 com 
prises an internal passageway 752, a luer receiver 754, and an 
engagement portion 756. The internal passageway 752 places 
the luer receiver 754 in fluid communication with an internal 
passageway of the closeable male luer connector 700. The 
closeable male luer connector 700 can be attached to the 
female luer connector 750 through a flexible segment 760. In 
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Some embodiments, such a segment 760 can include an accor 
dion-like flexible portion of resilient material. In other 
embodiments, a straight, flexible material can be used. In 
other embodiments, both a flexible outer segment and a flex 
ible tube can be used to connect the closeable male luer 700 
with the female luer 750. 

With continued reference to FIG.26A, the flexible segment 
752 permits the user to orient the female connector 750 of the 
assembly 725 in a different attitude than that of the closeable 
male luer connector 700. As an example, the closeable male 
luer 700 can remain stationary against a patients arm while 
the female connector 750 is angled away from the arm to 
assist in easy connection with a syringe or other component 
(not shown). By flexibly connecting the closeable male luer 
700 to the female luer connector 750, the moment generated 
by moving the female luer connector 750 is accepted at a 
point between the two components of the assembly 725 and is 
less likely to be transmitted to another component (not 
shown) attached to the closeable male luer connector 700. 
Such a component could include an I.V. site, where angling of 
the connection could result in harm to the patient. Moreover, 
the moment will be less likely to bend and/or dislodge the tip 
of the tube 40 from the interior of the lumen 28 (see, e.g., FIG. 
28). 

FIG. 26B illustrates another embodiment of a closeable 
male luer assembly 800 comprising a closeable male luer 
connector 825 and a flexibly connected female luer connector 
850. The connectors 825, 850 and their components are simi 
lar in many respects to the embodiment depicted in FIG. 26 
and can embody any number of the aspects and features 
described above. The closeable male luer connector 825 and 
the female luer connector 850 are flexibly connected by a 
connecting member 860. The connecting member 860 places 
the connectors 825, 850 in fluid communication. The con 
necting member 860 illustrated here comprises an accordion 
shaped plastic conduit. The connecting member 860 is con 
figured to permit the closeable male connector 825 and the 
female luer connector 850 to be positioned at different angu 
lar orientations. By way of example, the closeable male luer 
connector 825 can remain stationary while the female luer 
connector 850 can be positioned at an angle to the closeable 
male luer connector 825. In another example, the female luer 
connector 850 can remain stationary while the closeable male 
luer connector can be positioned at an angle to the female luer 
connector 850. In yet another example, the closeable male 
luer connector 825 and the female luer connector 850 can 
both be placed at an angle. 
As described above, some medications, including those 

used during chemotherapy, can be harmful through certain 
forms of exposure to a patient. For example, exposure to the 
skin can sometimes result in a chemical burn. Inhalation of 
aerosolized forms of some medications can be harmful. Thus, 
control over the containment of the medication is highly 
desirable. 
At present, some potentially harmful medications are dis 

tributed in sealed vials. The medication is removed from the 
vial by inserting a needle, and drawing the medication into a 
syringe. The needle is then withdrawn from the vial and the 
medication can be dispensed. However, by inserting the 
needle into the medication for drawing into the Syringe, medi 
cation is disposed on the outside of the needle, which can 
inadvertently come in contact with the skin and cause harm. 
Alternatively, an injector which penetrates the vial with a 
withdrawal mechanism can be used. In Such an injector, the 
medication is drawn through the mechanism and passed 
directly to a needle for injection without the additional step of 
withdrawing the mechanism from the vial. Even if such an 
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injector is used, there is still the possibility of latent medica 
tion remaining on the needle used to inject the medication, or 
on the mechanism after the vial is decoupled. 

Additionally, some medications can be distributed by 
attaching a needle to a syringe with the medication located 
therein. The engaged syringe with medication and needle is 
sterilized and placed into a vacuum-sealable container. The 
container is then evacuated and sealed. This type of arrange 
ment can result in the draw of medication out through the 
syringe when the container is evacuated. While in the sealed 
container, the medication may aerosolize or coat the outer 
Surface of the components. 

Additionally, when the ambient atmospheric pressure of 
the treatment location is different, particularly lesser, than 
that of the internal pressure of the medication within a con 
tainer, there is the possibility that an uncontrolled spray of the 
medication occurs when fluid communication between the 
medication and the ambient atmosphere occurs. For example, 
medication may escape when a vial with a greater internal 
pressure than the ambient atmosphere is penetrated by a 
needle for drawing the medication into a Syringe. Alterna 
tively, medication may escape when the needle is withdrawn 
from the vial before the vial seal completely closes. 

With a closeable male luer, flow of the medication out of a 
Syringe with a needle is inhibited, except during desired 
application. For example, in some embodiments, a syringe 
with a closeable male luer connected will not leak medication 
when packaged for shipment, even if the package is vacuum 
sealed. Once the package is opened, the male luer connector 
can be engaged with a female luer connector of an IV tube, for 
example, and the medication dispensed only when the con 
nection is engaged. Following flow of the medication from 
the Syringe through the engaged connectors and into the IV 
tube, the male luer connector can be disengaged from the 
female luer connector. As described above, the male luer 
connector can close on disengagement, preventing excess 
flow through the connector. When a closeable female luer 
connector, such as a ClaveR connector sold by ICU Medical, 
San Clemente, Calif., is used, flow is inhibited from exiting 
the female connector as well. 

Additionally, a syringe with a closeable male luer can be 
engaged with a needle as described above. Flow through the 
needle can thus be controlled by proper use of the closeable 
male luer connector. 

Medication can also be disposed within a Syringe with an 
integrally formed, and/or permanently attached, closeable 
male luer. 

Thus, direct exposure of the dangerous medications 
described can be essentially limited to the highly controlled 
environments where the medications are produced and con 
tained. Such medications can be placed in a Syringe with a 
closeable male luer connector prior to distribution for use, 
minimizing the risk of inadvertent exposure of the medication 
during use of the medication. 
Any features of the embodiments shown and/or described 

in the figures that have not been expressly described in this 
text. Such as distances, proportions of components, etc. are 
also intended to form part of this disclosure. Additionally, 
although this invention has been disclosed in the context of 
various embodiments, features, aspects, and examples, it will 
be understood by those skilled in the art that the present 
invention extends beyond the specifically disclosed embodi 
ments to other alternative embodiments and/or uses of the 
invention and obvious modifications and equivalents thereof. 
Accordingly, it should be understood that various features 
and aspects of the disclosed embodiments can be combined 
with, or substituted for, one another in order to perform vary 
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ing modes of the disclosed inventions. Thus, it is intended that 
the scope of the present invention herein disclosed should not 
be limited by the particular disclosed embodiments described 
above, but should be determined only by a proper reading of 
the claims. 

What is claimed is: 
1. Aluer connector, comprising: 
a housing having a hollow bore having a first end, a second 

end, and a male luer tip with a tapering interior Surface; 
a rigid valve member configured to at least partially extend 

through the housing, the valve member comprising: 
a first open end; 
a second closed end; 
a passageway within the valve member, 
at least one opening near the closed end of the valve 
member extending outwardly from the passageway 
through the valve member; 

at least one strut attached to the valve member, at least a 
portion of the Strut extending Substantially parallel to 
the central axis of the valve member; and 

a resilient retaining member configured to couple the valve 
member and the housing: 

wherein: 
the first open end of the valve member extends past a first 

end of the housing in a direction away from the closed 
end of the valve member such that at least a portion of 
the first open end of the valve member is positioned 
outside of the housing; and 

the valve member is manually movable relative to the 
housing between an open position and a closed posi 
tion. 

2. The connector of claim 1, wherein the valve member is 
openable by moving the open end of the valve member away 
from the first end of the housing, thereby allowing fluid to 
flow through the passageway within the valve member. 

3. The connector of claim 2, wherein moving the open end 
of the valve member away from the first end of the housing 
moves the closed end of the valve member away from the 
second end of the housing, thereby allowing fluid to flow 
through the passageway within the valve member. 

4. The connector of claim 1, wherein the valve member is 
openable by moving a male luer tip of a medical implement 
engaged with the open end of the valve member away from 
the first end of the housing, thereby moving the valve member 
to an open position and allowing fluid to flow through the 
passageway within the valve member. 

5. The connector of claim 1, wherein the rigid valve mem 
ber comprises an outwardly extending flange near the second 
end of the valve adapted to seal the hollow bore at the second 
end of the housing when placed in contact with a tapering 
interior Surface of the housing. 

6. The connector of claim 1, further comprising screw 
threads or other external engaging features projecting from an 
outside surface of the first open end of the valve member. 

7. The connector of claim 1, wherein the valve member is 
manually openable to prime the luer connector. 

8. The connector of claim 1, further comprising a sealing 
element disposed within the housing configured to inhibit 
fluid communication through the hollow bore of the housing 
between an interior of the male luer tip of the housing and the 
first end of the housing. 

9. The connector of claim 8, wherein the sealing element 
has a body portion, at least one ring portion generally coaxi 
ally aligned with the body portion, and at least one protrusion 
extending from an outside wall of the body portion. 
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10. The connector of claim 9, wherein the sealing element 
is configured such that the ring portion is positioned at an end 
portion of the body portion. 

11. The connector of claim 1, wherein the resilient member 
is configured to bias the valve member toward the second end 
of the housing while permitting the valve member to displace 
toward the first end of the housing when an opening force is 
applied to the luer connector. 

12. The connector of claim 11, wherein the force is applied 
to either the second closed end of the valve member or the at 
least one strut attached to the valve member. 

13. The connector of claim 11, wherein the force is applied 
to the first open end of the valve member. 

14. The connector of claim 1, wherein the resilient member 
has at least two interconnected rings interconnected by at 
least one elastic member. 

15. The connector of claim 14, wherein at least one of the 
rings is Supported on the outside of the housing and at least 
one of the rings is supported by the valve member. 

16. The connector of claim 1, wherein one or more depres 
sions are formed in an outside Surface of the housing, the 
depressions being sized and configured to assist a user in 
grasping and/or twisting the housing with his or her fingers. 

17. The connector of claim 1, comprising a section of 
tubing attached to the open end of the valve member. 

18. A method of opening a valve member in a luer connec 
tor having a male luer tip, comprising: 

grasping a housing having a first end and a second end, 
wherein the male luer tip has a hollow bore axially 
therethrough and is positioned at or near the second end 
of the housing: 

connecting a medical implement to an open end portion of 
the valve member, the valve member being supported 
partially within the housing Such that the open end por 
tion of the valve member extends past the first end of the 
housing so as to be positioned outside of the housing and 
a first closed end of the valve member extends into an 
inner portion of the male luer tip; and 

opening the valve member to permit fluid to flow through a 
passageway extending through the valve member and 
through the male luer tip by moving the valve member 
away from the second end of the housing so that the 
closed end of the valve member moves away from an 
opening in the end of the male luer tip. 

19. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein moving the valve member away 
from the second end of the housing comprises pulling on the 
open end portion of the valve member so as to manually move 
the open end portion of the valve member away from the first 
and second ends of the housing. 

20. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein moving the valve member away 
from the second end of the housing comprises pushing at least 
one strut attached to the valve member toward the first end of 
the housing. 

21. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein moving the valve member away 
from the second end of the housing comprises pushing the 
closed end of the valve member toward the first end of the 
housing. 
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22. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 

nector of claim 18, comprising threadingly connecting a 
medical implement to the open end portion of the valve mem 
ber. 

23. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 22, wherein moving the valve member away 
from the second end of the housing comprises moving the 
medical implement threadingly connected to the open end 
portion of the valve member away from the first and second 
ends of the housing. 

24. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein moving the open end of the valve 
member away from the first end of the housing moves the 
closed end of the valve member away from the second end of 
the housing, thereby allowing fluid to flow through the pas 
sageway within the valve member. 

25. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein the valve member is openable by 
moving a male luer tip of a medical implement engaged with 
the open end of the valve member away from the first end of 
the housing, thereby moving the valve member to an open 
position and allowing fluid to flow through the passageway 
within the valve member. 

26. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein the rigid valve member comprises 
an outwardly extending flange near the closed end thereof 
adapted to seal the hollow bore at the second end of the 
housing when the valve member is in a closed position. 

27. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein the luer connector comprises 
screw threads or other external engaging features projecting 
from an outside surface of the first open end of the valve 
member. 

28. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein the luer connector comprises a 
sealing element disposed within the housing configured to 
inhibit fluid communication through the hollow bore of the 
housing between an interior of the male luer tip of the housing 
and the first end of the housing. 

29. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein the luer connector comprises a 
resilient member configured to bias the valve member toward 
the second end of the housing while permitting the valve 
member to displace toward the first end of the housing when 
an opening force is applied to the valve member. 

30. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 29, wherein the force is applied to the first 
open end of the valve member. 

31. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 29, wherein the resilient member has at least 
two interconnected rings interconnected by at least one elas 
tic member. 

32. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 31, wherein at least one of the rings is Sup 
ported on the outside of the housing and at least one of the 
rings is Supported by the valve member. 

33. The method of opening a valve member in a luer con 
nector of claim 18, wherein one or more depressions are 
formed in an outside Surface of the housing, the depressions 
being sized and configured to assista user in grasping and/or 
twisting the housing with his or her fingers. 
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